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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare
December 2024 Newsletter

Carol Singing - Well done to the Parents Association especially Claire for organising Garda Permits and suitable dates for Ennis and Shannon in December. Mile Buiochas to Nicole also for helping all the puplis to practice the carols chosen and to everyone who made the effort to go to Ennis and Shannon on both days.
Gaelic Football – Schools coach Killian Nugent on leave until January 15th. Mr Murphy will be our Gaelic football coach in his absence.
Student Council – held a toy show theme and short story competition recently. Thank you to all members of the student council and parents who assisted in holding a “movie and pyjama day “ in the halla of the school recently.
Swimming – for all pupils in our special class and in our senior classes will take place every Thursday for six weeks in Shannon in line with the Aquatics strand of the PE Curriculum. To reduce costs, bus journey will be a single journey every week leaving the school at 1.15 and parents collect from the pool at 2.30pm.
The pool have a new policy in place that all swimming lessons must be paid for in full before the 1st lesson, no refunds if pupils are absent. Please ensure all 6 payments are paid in full.
Swimming Lesson Dates are as follows.
1. January 9th
2. January 16th
3. January 23rd
4. January 30th
5. February 6th
6. February 13th
Board of Management Meeting – took place on Nov 25th, Minutes attached. Next BOM meeting will take place on Monday, January 20th.
Parents Association Meeting – took place on Nov 25th, Minutes uploaded via Aladdin.
Astro-turf Fundraising to date
Target - €75,000
Oscar Sports Capital Grant 				-	€49,707
EI Electronics 						-	€5,000
Solatrex International Ltd t/a Calcul			-	€100
NGS Engineering	 				-	€1,000
Cora Chaitlin Mens Shed 				-	€500
Clare Oil		 				-	€50
Midwest Hearing Clinic – Noelle Meehan		-	€300
Smithstown Light Engineering			-          €200
Slaney O Brien Synott and Peter Synott, Zion 	 -          €1000
IAC (International Aerospace Coating)		-	 €250
Interpalace Investments/Cargo King			-	€300
K & J Townmore Construction Ltd			-	€250
[bookmark: _GoBack]Infinity Lifts – Jag Sing/Erica Mc Guinness               -          €1000
Total 								€59,657

“Bi Cinealta” Anti-Bullying Policy finalised and ready for Board of Management approval in January.
PA Agree to Agree Programme launched by DES Minister Norma Foley encouraging school parents associations to inform parents through document entitled “Keeping Childhood Smartphone Free” about making a decision to accept “Agree to Agree” policy in line with Bi Cinealta” Anti-Bullying policy.
Aistear Themes
January – The Doctors Surgery
February – The Fruit and Vegetable Shop
March – The Zoo
NCSE SNA REVIEW – NCSE Seno and Team manager have approved an additional 0.5 sna post of 16 hours a week in mainstream classes. Advertisement on educationposts.ie from January 6th until January 20th. An interview panel of Independent Assessor assigned by St. Senans Diocesan office, Chairperson and Principal will complete the interview process for post to be filled by February 3rd 2025.
Rentokil – Inspection took place in the school and school grounds. Nothing detected.
SSE – School Self-Evaluation
Gathering information/data.
Literacy – Planning - Plean Scoile, Long term teacher notes, short term fortnightly schemes of work and cúntas míosúil, monthly reports.
Numeracy – Problem-Solving – In line with the New Primary Maths Curriculum guidelines and CPD for all teaching staff.
Bi Cinealta Anti-Bullying Guidelines and Policy now completed and ready for Board of Management approval.
In line with the WRC “Right to Disconnect” policy parents are reminded that emails are to be sent to the school from 8am to 4pm Monday to Friday during school term only. All emails are read when received in case of an emergency. Please respect staff boundaries during weekends and holidays. 
Droichead – Congratulations to Rachel in our special class on successfully completing Droichead in line with the Teaching Council of Ireland guidelines.
CPD: 
Mary Warren – Bi Cinealta Training, Anti-Bullying policy as directed by the Department of Education.
Carol Flannery – PDA Understanding Pathological Demand Avoidance and extreme demand avoidance and autistic learners, two part seminar.  Exploring ADHD, Wexford Education Support Centre. 
Niamh O Carroll – “Bi Cinealta” Anti-Bullying policy as directed by the Department of Education.
Maintenance – Thanks to Kieran Boyce for unblocking the sink in special class. Thanks to electrician for replacing florescent bulbs with LED bulbs.
Christmas Holidays – School will close at 12 on Friday, December 20th for all pupils and staff and reopen at 9am on Monday, January 6th 2025.
Wishing all pupils, staff, families and members of our extended school community a very Happy Christmas and New Year.

[image: ]
Yours sincerely,

__________________
Mary Warren  
Principal
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