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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare


 February 2025 Newsletter


Welcome Back to School Caretaker Seán Slattery who will be working on a part time basis.

Congratulations to Emily Monaghan, John Meehan, Billy Ryan, Charlie McCarthy and Charlie O’Brien on celebrating, the Sacrament of First Reconciliation in Our Lady of the Wells Church on the Thurs, February 6th.

World Book Day will be celebrated in our school on Thursday, March 6th. We invite pupils to choose a book and dress as a character from any Roald Dahl novel.

Astro-turf Fundraising to date
Target - €75,000
Oscar Sports Capital Grant 			           		-	€49,707
EI Electronics 							-	  €5,000
Solatrex International Ltd t/a Calcul				-	     €100
NGS Engineering	 					-	  €1,000
Cora Chaitlin Mens Shed 					-	     €500
Clare Oil		 					-	       €50
Midwest Hearing Clinic – Noelle Meehan			-	     €300
Smithstown Light Engineering				-                €200
Slaney O Brien Synott and Peter Synott, Zion Sport 		-              €1000
IAC (International Aerospace Coating)			-	     €250
K & J Townmore Construction Ltd, Kevin Enright   	-                €250
Interpalace Investments Ltd/Cargo King- Sarah Lynch         -                €300
Infinity Lifts – Jag Sing/Erica Mc Guinness                          -              €1000
Robert Devitt, Tony O Sullivan, Chemifloc Ltd                    -                €500              
Total                                                                                                    €60,157
 								            
Astro-Turf target is €75,000. All donations welcome.

Board of Management meeting will take place on Monday, March 24th. January minutes uploaded to Aladdin.

Thank you to all parents for returning all documentation requested by the Diocese for pupils preparing to celebrate sacraments this year.

Music Generation end of year performance by all pupils in the school will take place on Wednesday, May 7th from 11.30 to 12.30. All parents and extended family members and friends are welcome to attend.

St Brigid’s Day was celebrated in the school with pupils making St Brigid’s crosses and working on literacy activities through story, reading activities, word searches, crosswords, writing and comprehension exercises.

CPD:
Mary Warren       -	Facilitated Learning for Teaching Principals.
Jennifer Maguire -	Understanding Defensive Behaviours – Insights from an Occupational 
                                    Therapist. Restorative practice.
A New approach to Addition and Subtraction Tables.
Supporting Younger Children – Helping them understand Sensory       Overload.
Mairead Burke    - 	EAL Outside the classroom
			Restorative practice
			Restorative practice: paradigm shift
Rachel Murphy   -      Anxiety and Neurodiversity

SET -  Special Education Teacher Allocation, 1 full 25 hour post – Ms N O Carroll and 2.5 hours clustered with Corofin & Ruan National Schools starting in September 2025.

Maintenance – Thanks to Kieran Boyce for repairing the gate in the outdoor play area at the back of the school and for clearing all the drains.

Clare County Council completed tests on the water in the school on February 18th.

M.I.S.T testing complete in Senior Infants. All results have been communicated to parents.

NCSE Inclusion and Autism Advisor Theresa Brooks visited the school on February 18th to meet with Autism Class and SET to discuss Autism and Puberty.

SNA Ciara O Callaghan completed her work experience in the Autism Class.

St Patricks Day – School closure on Monday, March 17th and Tuesday, March 18th.

Autism Class 2nd IEP meetings of the year are now complete.

Newmarket On Fergus St. Patrick Day Parade – All children are invited to participate.

Community Games Art and Handwriting entries due by March 7th, €3 fee per entry.

Confirmation: Our ten pupils in 5th/6th class have begun their preparation for confirmation. A booklet was created in school for them to facilitate their learning for the sacrament. Pupils are asked to think about choosing a sponsor for the ceremony.
Holy Communion/First Eucharist Preparations are well under way now for all pupils in 1st and 2nd class. Please support your child as they practice their prayers, responses and hymns for the Sacrament on Saturday, May 3rd 2025. Please ensure all communion worksheets are completed and returned by Friday, March 21st. 
School Tour – Reminder that payments can be made on Aladdin. All payments to be paid in full by Friday, March 21st 2025.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Le gach dea ghuí[image: ]

_________________

Mary Warren  
Principal
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