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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare
 January 2025 Newsletter

Mr Murphy - Congratulations on completing the Droíchead Process in line with Teaching Council of Ireland Guidelines, Wishing him every success in his new teaching position in Liscannor N.S.

School Tour to Wildlands, Moycullen, Galway on Wednesday 18th of June for all pupils in the school. Total Cost €50 per child made payable through Aladdin.

Board of Management meeting took place on Monday, January 20th. The Minutes will be uploaded via Aladdin with the February newsletter.

School Calendar 2025/2026 approved by BOM and attached.

SSE – School Self-Evaluation
Gathering information/data.
Literacy – Planning - Plean Scoile, Long term teacher notes, short term fortnightly schemes of work and cúntas míosúil, monthly reports.
Numeracy – Problem-Solving – In line with the New Primary Maths Curriculum guidelines and CPD for all teaching staff.
Bi Cinealta Anti-Bullying Guidelines and Policy.
Mainstream SNA – Interviews held and a successful candidate appointed following BOM approval is Amy Ryan. We look forward to working with Amy and welcome her to the staff of Ballycar NS.
Swimming started on Thursday the 9th of January and will finish on Thursday February 13th. 
Music Generation – We are appealing to families who have bodhráns, to please lend to the school for a few weeks for all pupils to learn.
School Closure - Monday, February 3rd for St Brigids Day
Mid-Term – School closed on Thursday, Feb 20th and Friday February 21st.

Astro-Turf Project:
School Management have facilitated three site visits to date and, new bill of quantities are currently being prepared for approval by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

School Principal has completed a “Request for a Declaration on Development and Exempted Development (Section 5 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) to Clare County Council.
Astro-turf Fundraising to date
Target - €75,000
Oscar Sports Capital Grant 			           		-	€49,707
EI Electronics 							-	€5,000
Solatrex International Ltd t/a Calcul				-	€100
NGS Engineering	 					-	€1,000
Cora Chaitlin Mens Shed 					-	€500
Clare Oil		 					-	€50
Midwest Hearing Clinic – Noelle Meehan			-	€300
Smithstown Light Engineering				-          €200
Slaney O Brien Synott and Peter Synott, Zion Sport 		-          €1000
IAC (International Aerospace Coating)			-	 €250
K & J Townmore Construction Ltd, Kevin Enright   	-           €250
Interpalace Investments Ltd/Cargo King- Sarah Lynch        -            €300
Infinity Lifts – Jag Sing/Erica Mc Guinness              		-          €1000
[bookmark: _GoBack]Total 								        €59,657

Enrolments – Ballycar NS wish to invite parents who wish to enrol their child in Junior Infants in September 2025 to contact the school as soon as possible for all relevant forms and policies.

Maintenance – Thanks to Kieran Boyce for unblocking drains and drainpipes. Thanks to
Padraig and Eoin for removing a broken key in a lock for the outdoor shed and replacing the barrel and a new padlock, hanging clocks in the SET classroom and staffroom.

Reminder to Parents of pupils with a diagnosis and a recommendation for a place in an 
Autism class attached to a mainstream to email parentsnotify@ncse.ie to ensure their child receives a letter of eligibility from the local SENO Raymond Cullen who can be contacted on 01-5391294 or Raymond.Cullen@ncse.ie. A pupil cannot be considered or offered a suitable place in an Autism Class attached to a mainstream without a Letter of Eligibility.

Thank you to PJ and everyone in the Mens Shed for the gift of two repurposed and treated outdoor class bench/desk units for our playground. Thanks also to Mr.Murphy for organising collection and transport to the school.

Catholic Schools Week took place from January 19th to January 25th 2025.

Sacrament Enrolment Ceremony took place for all pupils receiving Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and Confirmation in Our Lady of the Wells Church, Clonmoney on Saturday, 
January 25th at 6pm. Thank you to Fr. Albert Mc Donnell.

Sacrament Registration – The parish office have notified the school that parents of children receiving the sacraments this school year must register to do so. Forms have been sent home with each child so please return to the school so we can forward them to the parish office 
before the Sacrament of Reconciliation Ceremony.

Tuesday Feb 4th – First Reconciliation Ceremony practice in Our Lady of the Wells Church from 1.40 – 2.40pm with Fr. Albert

Thursday Feb 6th –First Reconciliation Ceremony in Our Lady of the Wells Church at 7pm.
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Yours sincerely,

__________________
Mary Warren  
Principal
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