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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare
 November 2024 Newsletter

The Parents Association have organised Carol Singing in Shannon Town Centre on Wednesday, December 18th. All pupils are invited to wear festive clothing and accessories to school that day. 
The Parents Association Meeting took place on Monday, Nov 25th. Minutes sent via Aladdin. 

Astro-turf Project:
School Management have facilitated three site visits to date and, new bill of quantities are currently being prepared for approval by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

School Principal has completed a “Request for a Declaration on Development and Exempted Development (Section 5 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) to Clare County Council.

Astro-turf Fundraising to date
Target - €75,000
Oscar Sports Capital Grant 				-	€49,707
EI Electronics 						-	€5,000
Solatrex International Ltd t/a Calcul			-	€100
NGS Engineering	 				-	€1,000
Cora Chaitlin Mens Shed 				-	€500
Clare Oil		 				-	€50
Midwest Hearing Clinic – Noelle Meehan		-	€300
Smithstown Light Engineering			-          €200
Slaney O Brien Synott and Peter Synott, Zion Sport -          €1000
IAC (International Aerospace Coating)		-	 €250
Infinity Lifts – Jag Sing                                              -          €1000
Total 								€59,107

General Election – School will remain open as a polling Station on Friday, November 29th.

Ballycar National School closed at 12pm on Thursday, Nov 28th for all pupils to facilitate staff training and the development of new “Bi Cinealta” Anti-Bullying policy as directed by the Department of Education.

NCSE SNA REVIEW – Took place on Tuesday, November 19th.
Seno Raymond Cullen and Team Manager Marie Clifford conducted a full SNA review in both mainstream classes and special classes.

Mainstream P/T Meetings are now finished. Please contact your child’s class teacher by email to the school if you wish to make an appointment to discuss your child’s progress during the year.

Clothes Collection – Unfortunately Cash for clobber are no longer accepting any more collections due to the immense surplus of textile donations. Thank you to all those who have contributed with their donations and their time to this fundraising activity.

Swimming Lessons - Payment link is now open on Aladdin. All lessons must be paid for in advance and cannot be refunded if child is absent for any of the sessions. The closing date for payments will be Friday, 13th December.
 
SSE – School Self-Evaluation
Gathering information/data.
Literacy – Planning - Plean Scoile, Long term teacher notes, short term fortnightly schemes of work and cúntas míosúil, monthly reports.
Numeracy – Problem-Solving – In line with the New Primary Maths Curriculum guidelines and CPD for all teaching staff.
Bi Cinealta Anti-Bullying Guidelines and Policy.

The Board of Management meeting took place on Monday, November 25th, Minutes to be uploaded with December newsletter. 

Next Board of Management meeting will take place on Monday, January 20th.

Credit Union Art Competition Winners – Congratulations to Charlie Flood and Daithi O Callagan McCoy who received their prizes for “The Joys of Life” Art Competition at an awards ceremony held in the Woodstock Hotel recently.

Science Week – Took place from Nov 11th to 15th in the school with a wide variety of activities from “Curious Minds” online workshop to experiments and games in all classes throughout the week ending with the Ballycar National School Science Fair.

Bereavement – Sincere condolences to Mairead Burke and all the extended members of the    
Family on the sad passing of Breda Quirke. May the light of heaven shine upon her gentle soul.

CPD: 
Mary Warren – Bi Cinealta Training, Facilitated Professional Learning for Teaching 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Principals.
Carol Flannery – Working with Students with Mild and Moderate Learning Disabilities.
Rachel Murphy – The Continuum of Support and Target Setting at the Different Levels on the Continuum of Support. Understanding Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA).	
Jennifer McGuire – Head Injuries and Concussion in the School Environment, Understanding Stressful Behaviour in Autistic Students.

Mairéad Burke – CPD course entitled Phonological and Phonemic Awareness, Restorative circles, Aids to help with student engagement and differentiation, Understanding Pathological Demand Avoidance, Restorative practice as it applies to Special Needs Assisting.

Maintenance – Thanks to Padraig for completing lawn maintenance, weeding, strimming, hanging pictures and repairing toilet handles. Thanks to electrician for replacing 2 emergency light bulbs, 1 classroom bulb, 3 corridor led bulbs and for repairing the bolts on the back door hinges. Thanks to Eoin Mc Inerney for securing and sealing both the front and back door.
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Yours sincerely,

__________________
Mary Warren  
Principal
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