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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare

 May 2025 Newsletter

National Spring Clean Initiative – Student Council organised a community clean up in the locality on Friday, May 2nd. All pupils in the senior classroom did a great job!

School closure – Reminder school closes at 2.40pm on Thursday, May 29th and reopens at 9am on Wednesday, June 4th for all pupils and staff.

Clothes Collection – on June 4th. All bags to be left outside the school gates between 8am and 9am for collection.

Congratulations to Charlie McCarthy, Charlie O Brien, Emily, Billy and John on receiving the Sacrament of the Eucharist on May 3rd.

Congratulations to Sarah Routley, Victoria McCarthy, Conor McCarthy, Oisín Galvin, Kayla Monaghan, Calum McCarthy, Sophie Monaghan, Dara McCarthy, Lexie Walsh and Eleri Maxwell who received the Sacrament of Confirmation on May 9th.
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Astro-Turf fundraising to date
Oscar Sports Capital Grant 			           		-	€49,707
EI Electronics 							-	  €5,000
Solatrex International Ltd t/a Calcul				-	     €100
NGS Engineering	 					-	  €1,000
Cora Chaitlin Mens Shed 					-	     €500
Clare Oil		 					-	       €50
Midwest Hearing Clinic – Noelle Meehan			-	     €300
Smithstown Light Engineering				-                €200
Slaney O Brien Synott and Peter Synott, Zion Sport 		-              €1000
IAC (International Aerospace Coating)			-	     €250
K & J Townmore Construction Ltd, Kevin Enright   	-                €250
Interpalace Investments Ltd/Cargo King- Sarah Lynch         -                €300
Infinity Lifts – Jag Sing/Erica Mc Guinness                          -              €1000
Robert Devitt, Tony O Sullivan, Chemifloc Ltd                    -                €500
HID Global							                 €500
Kerry Group								     €100
Liffey Mills                                                                                             €100
Ida & Pat Lynch                                                                                      €500
John Lynch                                                                                              €500
Sarah, Mark and Charlie O Brien                                                           €300
Municipal District of Killaloe (Pat Burke and Alan O Callaghan)       €5000
Claire and William Ryan                                                                         €400
Ballycar Preschool/Boyce Plumbing				               €1000              
Total                                                                                                    €73,057

Astro Turf Fundraising – Application made by school management to the Municipal District of Killaloe for General Municipal Allocation Funding, application successful. Thank you to Pat Burke and Alan O Callaghan for their generous donations.

First payment of €10,000 has been made to McSweeney from the fundraising monies raised. 
Thanks to all who have supported the project. Please ensure all donations promised are made to the school by June 1st, 2025 to make sure all stage payments can be made to the contractor on time until the first state payment from the OSCAR Capital Fund grant can be accessed

Board of Management Meeting took place on May 26th, next meeting to take place on 22nd Sept, 2025.

Standardised Tests now complete, corrected and results to be included in the school reports uploaded to Aladdin on Wednesday, June 11th. Please make an appointment with your child’s class teacher if you wish to discuss your child’s report.

NCCA Pupil and Parent passport forms to be returned to class teacher.

Music Generation – Thank you to the Parents Association for fully funding the Music Generation Workshops with Shane. Well done to all involved in the variety show and thanks to all who attended and supported our performers.

School Uniform Orders – Please ensure all orders with full payment are completed by May 31st. Please contact Carmel directly with all queries.

School Tour will take place on Wednesday, June 18th for all pupils in the school to Wildlands in Galway. Leaving the Green at 08.15am. Pupils can wear their own clothes and can bring a reasonable amount of spending money that they must take full responsibility for. Please ensure your child has a healthy lunch and plenty of water, suncream, rainjacket and a change of clothes if necessary. Return time will be confirmed closer to the date.

6th Class Graduation will take place in the school on Tuesday, June 24th at 11.30am. All parents, guardians, siblings and grandparents are invited to celebrate our 6th class pupils as they begin a new journey in secondary school.

State Examinations – Best of luck to all past pupils as they prepare for their Junior and Leaving Certificate examinations in June.

Active Schools Week will take place in the school from Monday, June 16th to Friday, June 20th.

Sports Day will take place in Newmarket on Fergus GAA field on Monday June 16th. Pupils can be collected at 11.15am from the school. Events and medal presentation will finish at 1.40pm.

Senior Class Cycle – Friday, June 20th the senior room are going on a class cycle, leaving the school at 9.15am and returning for lunch at 12.30pm. Please ensure each pupils bike is road-worthy, with pumped tyres and working gears. All children must have a helmet and hi-vis jacket.

New Entrants will visit Ballycar National School to meet with staff and pupils on Monday, June 16th at 9.30am until 11am and are invited to participate in our inaugural new entrants teddy bears race at the beginning of our Sports Day Events.

Teddy Bear’s Picnic will take place on Friday, June 20th. All pupils are invited to bring some treats to share with Ted and all their friends.

CPD
Ms Niamh O Carroll  -   NCSE and Limerick childrens Disability Network Teams Joint 
                                       Information session.
Amy Ryan                  -  Restorative Practices Restorative Circle
                                   -  Effective use of Psychological reports in the classroom
                                   -  Brain-based Time Master for early learning and school personnel
                                   -  Support Transitions: Supporting Students with ADHD and Big
                                      Changes
Jennifer McGuire      -  Enhancing Handwriting Skills
                                      Brain-based Time Mastery for Early Learning and School Personnel
                                      Understanding Defensive Behaviours:Insights from an Occupational 
                                      Therapist
                                      
Sports - Cumann na mBunscól an Chláir Hurling and Camogie, well done to the boys who, after a defeat by Kilmaley NS, beat Corofin and Kilnamona in tight contests to qualify for the semi-final against Kilmurry NS. The girls lost their group games to Cratloe NS and Kilmaley NS after spirited performances.

                                 
Réaltaí an Chláir inclusive games day run by Cumann na mBunscoil took place on May 22nd in Cusack Park. Well done to all involved.

Safe Routes to School – Mr Richard Silke will visit the school at drop off and collection time on a suitable date in June to observe traffic and congestion. Richard will then make recommendations on suitable road safety interventions at our school which will aim to highlight the school’s presence and encourage lower speeds and more attentive driving through signage and road markings primarily.

Community Games Handwriting – Congratulations to Sarah Routley on 3rd place in the U14 Community Games handwriting competition.

RSA – Thank you to TJ O Connor, RSA Road Safety Promotion office who took the time to visit Ballycar NS senior pupils to discuss and demonstrate how important it is to practice safety when walking, cycling etc on our roads.

Shannon Town Community Wetlands – Thank you to Micheál Mac Gearailt and Tony Peter Walsh for delivering a Wetland Ecology workshop during National Biodiversity week which included a plant and flower identification game, a bird identification game, pond dipping and a leave no trace activity. Thanks also to the parents for facilitating lifts for the children, they greatly enjoyed the event.



[image: ]Yours sincerely,
__________________
Mary Warren  
Principal
Scoil Náisiúinta Baile UÍ Charthaigh  Tel: 061368852  Email:ballycarns@gmail.com      Web:www.ballycarschool.weebly.ie   Registered Charity No. 20110895
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