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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare


 September 2024 Newsletter

Welcome back to all our pupils especially our new pupils starting in the school, Ava, Faye, Laoise, Pietro, Conn, Oisín and Oliver. Fáilte romhat ar ais to all our staff and extended school community. Hoping everyone has a very happy year!

Hot Lunch Initiative – Ballycar NS have been successful in sourcing funding from the Department of Social Protection to provide a hot lunch for all pupils in the school for the current school year 2024/2025. All hot lunches are provided by Obair. Please contact Siobhan or Erica directly with all que3ries and dietary requirements/details/options on www.obair.org, 061-368030 or mealsonwheels@obair.org. 

School Resources – The DES have provided minimal funding towards schoolbooks, workbooks, copies, scrapbooks and folders. €40 is requested towards photocopying, printing, Art and Craft supplies and pupil insurance as no government funding or grants are provided to cover any of these costs. 

OSCAR Sports Capital Funding – Application process began in August 2023 and was fully completed in August 2024. €49,000 has been approved for the Astro Turf Project at the school. This is €20,000 less than the total cost as per quotation in August 2023.

Parents Association – The PA Family Fun Day took place in the Crabtree on Sunday, September 15th from 2-4pm. Sincere thank you to Claire, Áine and Fiona and all who helped organise the event.

Staffing for the School Year 2024/20205:
Junior Infants - 2nd Class Teacher/Principal/Secretary to BOM - Ms. Mary Warren 
3rd - 6th Class Teacher/Deputy Principal/Teacher Nominee to BOM – Mr. Cian Dillon 
Autism Class Teacher – Ms. Gerianne Greene/Ms. Rachel Murphy
Autism Class SNA – Ms. Carol Flannery 
Autism Class SNA – Ms. Jennifer McGuire
SET Teacher – Ms. Niamh O Carroll/visiting SET from Stonehall N.S one day per fortnight - Sarah 
Mainstream SNA – Ms. Mairead Burke
Bus Escort – Caroline McInerney
Bus Driver – Gerry Flaherty
School Secretary – Ms. Tracy Hickey
School Caretaker – Padraig Crowe

Headlice – Please check, treat if necessary and inform your child’s Class teacher.

Board of Management meeting took place on Monday, September 22nd. The next board meeting will take place on Monday, November 25th.
BOM Members from December 01st 2023 – November 30th 2027
Martin McInerney		-	Patron Nominee/Chairperson
Angela O’Neill		-	Patron Nominee
Mary Warren			-	Teacher Nominee/Secretary
Cian Dillon			-	Teacher Nominee
Kieran Boyce			-	Parent Nominee
Tricia Boyce			-	Parent Nominee
Carmel Casey			-	Community Nominee/Treasurer
Pat O’Brien			-	Community Nominee

Right to Disconnect – In line with WRC guidelines, please contact the school by email on ballycar@gmail.com from 8am to 4pm Monday to Friday only. Please do not contact staff at weekends or during school holidays. All emails are read when received in case of an emergency or bereavement.

SET and Parent/Teacher meetings are scheduled to take place from Monday, October 14th with Ms. O’Carroll. Please log in to Aladdin to choose a suitable time.

NCSE Appointments – A new team leader, Marie Clifford has been appointed and a new SENO, Raymond Cullen who will meet with staff when conducting a SER in the school in line with the Schools application in May 2024 for additional SNA Support in the mainstream classes as a result of new enrolments.

Educational Psychologist – NEPs Educational Psychologist, Louise Fitzsimmons met recently with school staff to discuss and begin educational assessment’s taking place this year.

Aistear Themes in Junior Classroom
· September: 	The Pet Shop
· October: 	The Hotel
· November: 	The Opticians
· December: 	The Toy Shop

Maintenance
Thank you to Kieran Boyce for installing an outside covered tap, removing a broken water heater and providing suction tank to remove water as a result of a leaking tank in the school office during the summer.
Thanks to school caretaker, Pádraig Crowe for cutting grass, strimming and weeding over the summer months.
Thanks to Mairéad for looking after bins and grass cutting also during the summer and throughout the year.

Hurling – Newmarket-on-Fergus GAA Club will continue with the Primary Schools Programme every Wednesday with Coach Killian Nugent. Please ensure you child has their own hurley and helmet as sharing is not permitted. Make sure all are clearly labelled.

Music Generation – Following numerous applications over the last few years, Ballycar NS were finally successful in securing a Music Generation Tutor, Shane Fahy to deliver 25 hourly workshops every week to all pupils in the school. Huge thanks to the PA for funding this programme in full.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Drop off/Collection – Please inform your child’s class teacher if someone other than a parent is dropping or collecting your child for the first time. Please include name and car registration to ensure school staff can identify the adult collecting your child.
Please collect your child on time from school to avoid any unnecessary anxiety for your child.
9.00am-1.40pm – Junior and Senior Infants
9.00am-2.40pm – 1st to 6th Class

School Lotto – Lotto is now online, paid every four weeks. €5 per week and 50% of proceeds go directly to Newmarket-on-Fergus GAA Club with the remaining 50% going to the school. Please support. You can sign up at https://nofgaa.clubzap.com/products/21256/purchases/new

Covid-19 – Please monitor your child for symptoms and follow HSE guidelines. Please inform the school as soon as possible if your child tests positive to ensure classmates and staff remain safe.

Sacrament Dates
1. Confession – Thursday, February 6th 2025 (Our Lady of the Wells Church)
2. Confirmation – Friday, May 9th 2025 (Our Lady of the Rosary Church)
3. Communion – Saturday, May 3rd 2025 (Our Lady of the Wells Church)

Rentokil Inspection took place on September 26th. No vermin were detected.

CPD: 
Mary Warren – The Recorder and the Music Curriculum
Cian Dillon – Driochead Training, Effective Lesson Planning
Niamh O’Carroll – Driochead Training
Gerianne Greene – No More Meltdowns: Proven Strategies for Managing Challenging Behaviour, Using Neuroscience to support an Emotionally Resilient & Mindful School, Autism 101: Creating an Autism Friendly Learning Environment, 
Carol Flannery – Anaphylaxis and Auto Injectors (EpiPen), Information Session on Epilepsy Awareness for Teachers and SNAs, Kids Talk - How You As An SNA Can Best Support Your Class Teacher Where There Are Language Difficulties in the Classroom, Expanding Kids Talk: Sorting Sounds or How You As An SNA Can Best Support Your Class Teacher with Pupils/Students with Speech Difficulties, Session 1 The 5 Steps to the Inclusion of Autistic Students 
Jennifer McGuire – Gross Motor Preparation for Fine Motor Refinement, Collaborative Play with LEGO for Children with ASD & ADHD, Signs and Symptoms of Different Special Educational Needs (P/PP), Helping Anxious Children Returning to School, A Whole School Approach to Staff Wellbeing, Enhancing Handwriting Skills, Report Writing for the SNA, Supporting Students with Social/Emotional/Behavioural Difficulties, Supporting quiet Children who can Talk – But Don’t. Understanding Selective Mutism, 
Mairead Burke – Supporting EAL learners, Restorative Practice, Self-care and wellbeing

Primary Maths Curriculum – Ballycar NS will remain closed for pupils on Friday, October 18th as instructed by the DES to facilitate CPD in Clare Education Centre for all teaching staff.

Halloween Break – School will close on Friday, October 25th at 2.40pm for Halloween Break and reopen at 9am on Monday, November 4th.

Credit Union Art Competition – All pupils in the school are working on their entries. Please ensure your child returns their completed entry form as soon as possible to be included in the competition.

Horse-riding – All pupils in the Autism Class enjoyed 4 weekly sessions in Killula. Thanks to Tony/Gerry for bus transport.


[image: ]Yours sincerely,
__________________
Mary Warren  
Principal
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