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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare


 September 2025 Newsletter

Welcome back to all our pupils, especially our new Junior Infants, Lucy, Esme and Aoíbhe, our staff and families. Wishing everyone in our whole school community a happy and healthy year ahead.

Staffing for the Academic year 2025/2026:
Junior Infants - 2nd Class Teacher – Mrs Mary Warren - Principal
3rd - 6th Class Teacher/Deputy Principal – Mr Cian Dillon
Autism Class Teacher – Ms. Gerianne Greene
Autism Class SNA – Ms. Carol Flannery 
Autism Class SNA – Ms. Jennifer McGuire
SET Teacher – Ms. Niamh O Carroll/visiting SET from Corofin N.S one day per fortnight – Ms Denise Woulfe
Mainstream SNA – (Juniors to 2nd class) Ms. Mairead Burke
Mainstream SNA – (3rd to 6th) Ms.Amy Ryan
Bus Escort – Caroline McInerney
Bus Driver – Gerry Flaherty
School Secretary – Bernie Lyons
School Caretaker – Sean Slattery	

Bereavement
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sincere condolences to Séan Slattery on the sad passing of his wife Ann and to Mairead Burke on the sad passing of her mother, Peg. May the light of heaven shine upon their gentle souls.

Speech and Drama Enrolment with Evelyn McMahon took place on Thursday, September 11th. Congratulations to Ava, Oisín, Jack, William and Charlie on their excellent perfomances and results in the Speech and Drama examinations last term.

NEPS (National Educational Psychological Service) meeting for Special Educational Teachers took place in Clare Education Centre on Thursday, September 18th. Louise 
Fitzsimons is our school NEPS Educational Psychologist.

Secondary School Open Days for all pupils currently enrolled in 6th class take place at this time of year.

St. Caimins Community School will visit the school on October 6th to speak to 6th class pupils about enrolment into 1st year.

St.Patrick’s Comprehensive School will visit the school on October 14th to speak to 6th class pupils about enrolment into 1st year.

Board of Management meeting took place on Monday, September 22nd. The next board meeting will take place on Monday, November 24th. Minutes of September will be sent out with October newsletter.
BOM Meetings for the year are as follows:

1. Monday, September 22nd 2025
2. Monday, November 24th 2025
3. Monday, January 19th 2026
4. Monday, March 23rd 2026
5. Monday, May 25th 2026

BOM Members from December 01st 2023 – November 30th 2027
Martin McInerney		-	Patron Nominee/Chairperson
Angela O’Neill		-	Patron Nominee
Mary Warren			-	Teacher Nominee/Secretary
Cian Dillon			-	Teacher Nominee
Kieran Boyce			-	Parent Nominee
Tricia Boyce			-	Parent Nominee
Carmel Casey			-	Community Nominee/Treasurer
Pat O’Brien			-	Community Nominee


All Parents Association Meetings are held in line with these dates if needed throughout the year.

Head Lice – Please check your child’s hair for head lice, treat if necessary and report to class teacher.

Cutlery/Lunchbox – Please ensure your child has clean cutlery and a suitable lunchbox 
everyday for their hot dinner at school

Labelling – Please check that all of your child’s belongings are clearly labelled.

Astro Turf Pitch Project
Work on our Astro Turf pitch began on August 25th. Pupils had access to the tarmac and wall ball area while work was underway. Currently the children have use of the Astro pitch and some of the outer track. The contractor still has some fencing and nets to erect. It is hoped that the remaining work will be completed asap.

Thank you to Mike Meehan for removing subsoil and topsoil from the area before work    began on site.

Thank you to our neighbour and local landowner Declan for giving permission to access our site through his land. 

Homework provides a great link between the school and home. All classes have homework set for the week, to be completed by Friday. Please check your child’s progress with their homework during the week and ensure all homework is completed to a suitable standard by each Friday. Please sign their homework diary weekly also.

Thank you to our appointed Contractor, Mike McSweeney and all his staff for their work on the Astro Turf.

Thank you to the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media for the OSCAR Sports Capital Grant of €49,000. Our target is €75,000 and we wish to thank everyone who has so kindly donated to our fund to date:

Astro-turf Fundraising to date
Target - €75,000
Oscar Sports Capital Grant 			           		-	€49,707
EI Electronics 							-	  €5,000
Solatrex International Ltd t/a Calcul				-	     €100
NGS Engineering	 					-	  €1,000
Cora Chaitlin Mens Shed 					-	     €500
Clare Oil		 					-	       €50
Midwest Hearing Clinic – Noelle Meehan			-	     €300
Smithstown Light Engineering				-                €200
Slaney O Brien Synott and Peter Synott, Zion Sport 		-              €1000
IAC (International Aerospace Coating)			-	     €250
K & J Townmore Construction Ltd, Kevin Enright   	-                €250
Interpalace Investments Ltd/Cargo King- Sarah Lynch         -                €300
Infinity Lifts – Jag Sing/Erica Mc Guinness                          -              €1000
HID Global                                                                             -                €500
Kerry Group							-                €100
Liffey Mills							-                €100
Ida and Pat Lynch						-                €500
John Lynch							-	     €500
Sarah, Mark and Charlie O Brien 				-	    €300
Municipal District of Killaloe(Pat Burke & Alan O Callaghan - 	  €5000
Nicole and Eoin Mulcahy					-               €500
Claire and William Ryan                               			-	     €400
Ballycar Preschool/Boyce Plumbing	 			-	   €1000
ABL Express Motors (N18 Motors)                                      -                €150
Hilda and Tony Jenkins                                                         -               €1000
Elsevier							- 	     €900
Aine & John Galvin                                                               -                €300
Sandra & Morgan McCarthy					-                €300
Robert Devitt, Tony O Sullivan, Chemifloc Ltd                    -                €500              
Total                                                                                                    €71,707

Truck, Tractor and Vintage Car Run took place on Sunday, September 28th and Ballycar N.S Astro Turf Pitch fund was the sole beneficiary of this annual event. On behalf of the Board of Management, Staff, pupils, parents and the extended members of our school community, we wish to extend our sincere gratitude to Sarah O Brien Lynch and the committee, volunteers and supporters in organising this event that was enjoyed by all on the day and raised much needed funds to complete the Asto Turf Pitch in Ballycar NS for all our current and future pupils enrolled in our school.

Clothes Collection will take place on Wednesday, October 8th. All bags of clothes to be left outside the school gates between 8am and 9am only.

Newmarket-on-Fergus Tradaree Pastoral Area Opening of the School year mass 2025 took place for all pupils, staff and families of Ballycar NS and Scoil na Maighdine Muire on Tuesday, September 23rd. Thank you to Fr. Albert for the invitation and the ceremony. Well done to all who participated on the day. 

SNA Work Experience – The Board of Management have approved Siobhán Fawl to complete 60 hours of work experience in the mainstream classes and special class. Siobhán has kindly offered to facilitate stained glass mosaicing to all pupils.

Aistear/Structured Play Themes
September – The Butchers/Fishmongers
October – The Restaurant
November – The Shoe Shop
December – The Jewellery Shop

Special Education Teacher Parent/Teacher Meetings begin on Monday, October 13th. Early intervention at the beginning of the academic year enables pupils to receive the necessary support to achieve their full potential.

Cherry Blossom Autism Class IEP Meetings will begin on Monday, 29th of September to October 2nd. 

GAA Hurling/Camagie Coaching began two weeks ago with coach Killian Nugent in all four schools of the Parish of Newmarket-on-Fergus. Please ensure your child has their own hurley and helmet clearly labelled every Wednesday for school training.

Credit Union Art Competition entries entitled “the Future is…” will be submitted by Friday, October 17th. Please ensure you have completed the entry form and returned to your child’s class teacher before this date.



Right to Disconnect – In line with WRC guidelines, please contact the school by email on ballycarns@gmail.com from 8am to 4pm Monday to Friday only. Please do not contact staff at weekends or during school holidays. All emails are read when received in case of an emergency or bereavement. Please make an appointment to meet with your child’s class teacher if you wish to discuss their progress.

School Garden Project in line with our SESE (Social, Environmental, Scientific Education) curriculum will take place this year. More details to follow.

Presidential Election will take place on Friday, October 24th. Ballycar is a designated polling station and will remain open for voting purposes only.

Halloween Break – School will close at 2.40pm on Thursday, October 23rd for all pupils and staff and reopen at 9am on Monday, November 3rd.

Maintenance
Thank you to Kieran Boyce for carrying out school maintenance duties over the summer months. Our caretaker Séan is on a continued leave of absence. He will return to care-taking duties at a later date. 

School Lotto – Lotto is now online, paid every four weeks. €5 per week and 50% of proceeds go directly to Newmarket-on-Fergus GAA Club with the remaining 50% going to the school. Please support. You can sign up at https://nofgaa.clubzap.com/products/21256/purchases/new

CPD: 
Mary Warren
Child Protection for DLP (Designated Liaison Person) 
Spanish for Teachers
Primary – UFLI Foundations Phonics Programme – Suitable for Junior Infants to 2nd
Tusla “Children First Programme”
Cian Dillon 
Child Protection for DLP and (Deputy Designated Liaison Person)
Tech-Ready Teachers – Empowering Inclusive Classrooms with ICT
Tusla” Children First Programme”
Niamh O’Carroll 
Trauma-Informed Teaching Strategies for Supporting Children with Behavioural Difficulties – 2025
Tusla “Introdution to Children First”
Art of Wellbeing: Integrating SPHE and Visual Arts for Student Wellbeing – 2025
Calm Classrooms: Lesson Plans and Practical Strategies for Managing Anxiety - 2025
Gerianne Greene 
Supporting Autistic Students with Anxiety: Essential strategies for Teachers
You can’t make me: Managing Anxiety Based School Avoidance (ABSA) 2025
Calm Classrooms: Lesson Plans and Practical Strategies for Managing Anxiety 2025
Tusla “Introduction to Children First”
Carol Flannery
What is Autism? Reframing Through a Neuroaffirmative lens
Communication Differences and How to Support them
First Aid Workshop
Movement Breaks and Calming Strategies
Tusla “Introduction to Children First”
Jennifer McGuire 
ADHD in Girls
Supporting Anxious Children
Managing Challenging Behaviour in the classroom
Tusla “Introduction to Children First”
ADHD and girls
Mairead Burke 
Tusla “Introduction to Children First”
Building Relationships
Building Relationships part 2
ADHD and girls/ADHD and girls part 1
Diabetes/Diabetes part 2
Amy Ryan 
Building Relationships in The School Community 
Tusla “Introduction to Children First”
Self Compassion and Self-Care for Educators
Gerard Flaherty – “Introduction to Children First”
Caroline McInerney – “Introduction to Children First”
Bernie Lyons – “Introduction to Children First”

Child Protection Procedures for Schools 2025 launched. Training for DLP and Deputy DLP took place on 15th of September.  Child Protection Procedure training will take place for all staff of Ballycar NS between Sept and Dec 2026. Policy and documents to be ratified at the November 2026 BOM meeting for implementation on January 1st, 2027.
Ballycar NS have adopted the new CPOR (Child Protection Oversight Report) template since September 2025. New child friendly DLP posters also adopted and displayed since       
September 2026.

Rugby – Munster Council have again offered coaching at no cost to the school from Tuesday, September 30th to Tuesday, October 21s for all pupils in the school. Many thanks to coach Liam Halpin for facilitating the sessions.

Admissions Policy and Notification reviewed, edited and ratified by the Board of                                 
Management at September 2025 meeting.

Thanks to Barefield Fabrications for supplying and fitting a new fire door at the back of the school in time for the start of the new school year.

School Collection – Please inform your child’s class teacher if your child is to be collected by someone new and not known to school staff in line with our Child Safeguarding and Child Protection Guidelines.


Green Schools Committee – Congratulations to Conor McCarthy, Oisín Galvin, Emma Ryan, Victoria McCarthy and Keelyn Mc Carthy on being nominated for our Green School Committee. The theme this year is Water, so our committee will be busy exploring ways to reduce our water usage in the school. They will also conduct reviews of our previous committee’s efforts on energy and waste.

Student Council – Congratulations to Kayla Monaghan, Sarah Routley, John Meehan, Jack Reidy and Kayla Boyce on being nominated to the Student Council by the pupils. The 
Student Council aims to enhance the pupils experiences in Ballycar N.S.



[image: ]Yours sincerely,
__________________
Mary Warren  
Principal
Scoil Náisiúinta Baile UÍ Charthaigh  Tel: 061368852  Email:ballycarns@gmail.com      Web:www.ballycarschool.weebly.ie   Registered Charity No. 20110895
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