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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare
 October 2024 Newsletter

Following an invitation to Cathal Crowe by the Principal, a meeting took place on Monday, September 30th in the school to discuss
· The opening of a 2nd Autism Class
· Funding and Accommodations Grants, etc.
· OSCAR Funding and the €20,000 shortfall
· Parking and  health and safety issues

Astro-turf Fundraising to date
Target - €75,000
Oscar Sports Capital Grant 				-	€49,707
EI Electronics 						-	€5,000
Solatrex International Ltd t/a Calcul			-	€100
NGS Engineering	 				-	€1,000
Cora Chaitlin Mens Shed 				-	€500
Clare Oil		 				-	€50
Midwest Hearing Clinic 				-	€300
Smithstown Light Engineering			-       __€200_____
Total 								€56,857

Autism Class IEP Meetings and SET Parent/Teacher Meetings nearly completed. Mainstream P/T Meetings will begin on Monday November 11th.

Thank you to the Management and staff of St. Caimans and St. Patricks Comprehensive schools who took the time to visit the school and to chat with all our current 6th class pupils about secondary school options, open nights, application process, etc.

Christmas Cards – All cards are fully finished and have been sent home. We are currently gathering orders which will be submitted on 07th November.



Thank you to NEPS Educational psychologist, Louise Fitzsimmons who visited our school recently to conduct the first of a number of assessments pending since last year.

Belfield Infant Assessment Profile for all Junior Infant pupils is now complete. All results will be discussed with parents at the P/T meetings in November.
The principal and the SET had an in-depth meeting with the new NCSE SENO, Mr. Raymond Cullen to discuss the new system in place for parents to apply to the NCSE online to determine eligibility for special places.
Additional SNA support in mainstream SER will take place shortly.

Sincere thanks to Primary Care Senior Clinical psychologist, Aisling McMahon for visiting the school recently. Aisling complimented all school, staff on all strategies and resources in place to promote pupil wellbeing.

SNA Appreciation Day was marked for the 1st time in schools on September 26th. We wish to thank Carol, Jennifer, Mairéad, Tracy, Mary and Timmy for all they do to assist pupils with additional needs in our school.

Men Shed – Huge thanks to PJ and everyone in the Mens Shed for donating a bench and €500 to the school recently. They are a fine example of community support for all schools in our parish.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you to Mike and Kieran Boyce for collecting and transporting our new bench from the Mens Shed in Carrigoran to Ballycar N.S.

SNA Work Experience – Thank you to Timmy Mallaghan who completed his SNA training in Ballycar N.S.

SSE – School Self-Evaluation
Literacy – Planning - Plean Scoile, Long term teacher notes, short term fortnightly schemes of work and cúntas míosúil, monthly reports.
Numeracy – Problem-Solving – In line with the New Primary Maths Curriculum guidelines and CPD for all teaching staff.

The Board of Management wish to remind parents that school starts at 9am and pupils are welcome to be on school premises from 8:50am.
The BOM do not accept responsibility for pupils on school premises before this time.
Staff are in school from 8.15am daily to open the school, ensure heating, water and electricity are on, prepare resources, answer emails, meet with staff, make phonecalls, arrange substitute staff, etc. Ballycar N.S is a place of work and staff are not available to supervise pupils before 9am when class begins.

Please ensure your child has their own helmet and hurley every Wednesday. Sharing of helmets is not permitted due to headlice or hurleys due to upset caused if broken when borrowed.

Board of Management meeting to take place on Monday, November 25th.

College Graduation – Congratulations to Rachel, in the Autism Class and Mr. Murphy in the Senior Classroom on their Graduation Day from Mary Immaculate College of Education.
Student Council – Congratulations to our new Student Council Members who have been voted in for the year by all pupils in the school.
· 3rd Class – Emma Ryan 
· 4th Class – William Shanahan 
· 5th Class – Kayla Monaghan 
· 6th Class – Sophie Monaghan, Calum McCarthy and Lexie Walsh

School Secretary – It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to Tracy, who has been our school secretary for a few years. We wish her all the very best in her future endeavours and thank her most sincerely for all her hard work and commitment and contribution to our school.
Following interviews held in the school, Bernie Lyons was chosen as the most successful applicant and approved by the Board of Management starting on Monday, 04th November. We would like to welcome Bernie Lyons to the staff and we look forward to working together. 

Halloween Mid-term Break – School will close at 2.40pm and reopen at 9am on Monday, November 4th. All pupils are invited to wear Halloween costumes to school on Friday, October 25th.

General Election to take place on Friday, November 29th (date to be confirmed). School will close for all staff and pupils but will remain open as a polling station only.

Pupils are advised to enter and exit the school grounds through the main gate. Cars and school bus reverse into the staff carpark and this is quite dangerous if pupils enter or exit the school through the carpark.

Swimming Lessons Payment link is now open on Aladdin. All lessons must be paid for in advance and cannot be refunded if child is absent for any of the sessions. The closing date for payments will be Friday, 13th December.
 
CPD: 
Mary Warren – Primary Maths Curriculum, Bí Cinéalta Seminar
Carol Flannery – The 5 Steps to the Inclusion of Autistic Students – Sessions 2-5, Understanding Stressful Behaviour in Autistic Students – 3 sessions, How You As An SNA Can Best Support Your Class Teacher with Pupils/Students to Develop Vocabulary, Medical Conditions.
Jennifer McGuire – Mastering Planning and Organizational Skills in the Classroom
Mairéad Burke – Epilepsy Awareness

Wishing all our pupils, staff and families a safe and happy Halloween break.
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Yours sincerely,
__________________
Scoil Náisiúinta Baile UÍ Charthaigh  Tel: 061368852  Email:ballycarns@gmail.com      Web:www.ballycarschool.weebly.ie   Registered Charity No. 20110895
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