History
The story of Ballycar National school stretches over two centuries, reflecting the rich educational heritage of our local community and reflects the enduring commitment of the local community to education. 
Early Beginnings (1820-1825)
The first school in Ballycar was built in 1820 by local landlords Anthony and John Colpoys, with support from the Kildare Place Society. It was a simple thatched, one-room building measuring fifty-two feet long, sixteen feet wide, and nine feet high.
By 1824, Ballycar was already mentioned in education reports as one of two Bible Society Schools in the area, alongside Dromoland. A report in 1826 described it as “a good thatched house built by J. Colpoys”, financed by the Kildare Place Society and the Baptist Society. The teacher at the time was James Quinlivan, a Roman Catholic, earning £19-10 per year. When funding from the Kildare Place Society ended, the Baptist Society took over support. The school appears on the National Archives list from 1834. By 1837, Ballycar was one of the private schools in the parish educating around 400 children under the patronage of Mayor Colpoys. 
Becoming a National School (1845-1890)
In 1845, Jeremiah Vaughan applied for the school to receive financial support from the Education Board. The school was officially recognised as a National School on the 10th of April 1845, and James Quinlivan continued as teacher.
Although the school was initially reported to be in good condition, the thatched roof soon deteriorated, and part of it collapsed in 1846. A second room was later added but the building remained inadequate. Eventually, a new one-roomed school was built on land donated by the Ó Flanagan family. This new vested school received its roll number 13561 on the 30th of June 1890. A plaque from the original building, preserved by Jerome Tierney, reads: “Ballycar National School 1889”
School Life and Development (1890-1960s)
A memorable feature of the school during this period was its vegetable garden, developed by teacher P.J. Crimmins as a practical teaching aid, a tradition continued by Willie Clune. 
Over the decades, many dedicated teachers and assistants served the Ballycar community. The school became not just a place of education, but a vibrant part of local life. On the 18th of May 1984, BBC Radio 4 broadcast The Manchester Enthusiasts, a play about the Ralahine story, featuring pupils from Ballycar School in the children’s roles.
Moving to the Present Site (1962)
On the 2nd of July 1962, the school officially moved to its present site, marking a new chapter in its history. The new building provided improved facilities and space for a growing number of pupils.
Principals Through the Years
Ballycar school has been guided by a long line of dedicated principals.
	James Quinlivan 
	1820-1845

	Patrick Quinlivan 
	1845-1849

	J O’Grady
	1849 died

	Michael Cleary
	1849-1850

	Thomas Lynch
	1850-1854

	Henry Boles
	1854-1858

	S McNamara
	1858-1893

	Patrick Crimmins
	1893-1925

	Pat McNamara
	1925-1933

	William Clune
	1934-1956

	Seán Hickey
	1957-1959

	Brendan Vaughan
	1959-1960

	Daniel Liddy
	1960-1966

	Seán Fennell
	1966-2005

	Noel Murphy
	2005-2013

	Niamh Ó Carroll
	2013-2017

	Mary Warren
	2017


 
Assistants also played a vital role in the life of the school.
	John Grady
	1849

	Henry Boles
	1852-1854

	Mary Danagher
	1854-1857

	Stephen McNamara
	1857-1858

	John McMahon
	1858-1858

	Brid McNamara
	1866-1876

	Catherine Flanagan 
	1897-1900

	Marry Kenny Kierse
	1900-1938

	Winifred Loughrey
	1939-1950

	Lucy Hastings
	1951-1963

	Kathleen Liddy
	1963-2000

	Sally O’Neill
	1982-1991

	Ann Liddy
	1991-1994

	Sally O’Neill
	1994-2001

	Mary Warren
	2000

	Colette Perill
	2001-2014

	Maureen O’Shea
	2006-2013

	Cian Dillon
	2016

	Niamh Ó Carroll
	2017

	Gerianne Greene
	2019



A Living Tradition / A Lasting Legacy
From its humble thatched beginnings to a modern primary school, Ballycar National School has remained a proud centre of learning and community for over 200 years. Its story is one of resilience, growth, and dedication to education
Ballycar National School has a long and proud tradition of education, community involvement, and cultural heritage. The following photographs offer a glimpse into the life of the school and its pupils across different generations.
Early 20th Century  –  Ballycar National School pupils 1914 with Principal P.J. Crimmins. Photo: Brendan Arthur
[image: ]

This rare early photograph captures pupils working in the school garden alongside Principal P.J. Crimmins. Gardening and agricultural education played a significant role in rural Irish schools at this time, reflecting the community’s close ties to the land.

1927 boys
[image: ]

This group portrait offers a fascinating snapshot of the boys attending Ballycar National School in 1927, showcasing the fashion and atmosphere of the era.







1950 class photo
[image: ]

This photograph includes pupils who would go on to contribute significantly to Irish life, including a future President of Ireland.


Ballycar National School 1961 [image: ]

The new £7,250 school at Fenloe in the parish of Newmarket-on-Fergus was blessed by Very Rev. P. Barry, P.P. on Friday last and afterwards Fr. Barry celebrated Mass in the school. The modern two-roomed school replaces a one room structure built in 1889. It has accommodation for seventy children. The architect was Mr. Boys Barrett, Chief Architect, Office of Public Works and the contractor was Mr. M. McNamara, Lisdoonvarna. The school has been dedicated to St. Luichtighern who was the Abbott of Fenloe in the sixth century. There is a blessed well of the Saint close to the school which is a place of pilgrimage on April 28. Our picture shows Very Rev. Fr. Barry, Mr. D. Liddy, B.A. N.T. and Miss Lucy Hastings, assistant teacher, with some of the parents and pupils who attended the Mass in the school.

1968 pupils
[image: ]
This photo captures the vibrant school community of the 1960s.


Ballycar National School 1984
[image: ]
Ballycar National School 1988
[image: ]

Ballycar National School 2011
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Opening of Cherry Blossom Class September 2019  

Due to Covid-19, we had a delayed official opening of the Cherry Blossom Class on Friday 23rd of October 2020. Pupils and staff gathered at the front of the school along with Fr. Tom who said a blessing for the official opening. We planted a Cherry Blossom tree to mark the occasion.  Each child in the class had the opportunity to help plant the tree. 

                           [image: ]
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[image: ]     [image: ][image: ]        [image: ][image: ]

These photographs reflect not only the evolving history of Ballycar National School but also the enduring spirit of its pupils and teachers. From the early days of agricultural education to the modern era, Ballycar has been a cornerstone of local heritage and national contribution – a legacy proudly continued to this day. 

Sources:
The Story of Newmarket-on-Fergus: Reuben Butler and Máire Ní Ghruagáin
Long Ago in Newmarket-on-Fergus, Vol II: Photos and stories of our Past collected by Colm Liddy
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