Michael D. Higgins and Ballycar National School
President Michael D. Higgins has a special connection with Ballycar National School. Born in Limerick on the 18th of April 1941, he moved to Ballycar at the age of five to live with his uncle and aunt, Peter and Catherine Higgins. During this time, he attended Ballycar National School. Micheal was taught by Willie Clune and Lucy McGrath, and he left a strong impression on both teachers and classmates. Local residents fondly remember how, as a senior pupil, Michael was occasionally put in charge of the Infant classes. Not only did he help teach the younger pupils, he even gave them homework! 
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Michael D. Higgins is an academic, poet, and one of the most enduring voices in Irish politics. A tireless activist for social justice, he has been at the forefront of many campaigns in Ireland and internationally. Elected as Mayor and later as a TD for Galway, he served as a government minister and played a pivotal role in establishing TG4. His career culminated in his election as President of Ireland from 2011 to 2015. He is considered a national treasure and remains one of the most popular figures to hold the office. His time as a pupil in Ballycar National School remains a proud part of our school’s history.
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President receives pupils from Ballycar National School 2012
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