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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare
 December 2025 Newsletter

Swimming Lessons – for all pupils in our Special Class, First, Second and Senior class will take place every Thursday for six weeks in Shannon in line with the Aquatics strand of the PE Curriculum. To reduce costs, bus journey will be a single journey every week leaving the school at 1.00 and parents collect from the pool at 2.30pm.

Gymnastics – Clare Sports Partnership Gymnastics for all pupils with a diagnosis of Autism in the school will continue at the end of January for 6 weeks.

Christmas Concert – Thank you to all who supported the pupils performing at the Christmas concert and matinee on Tuesday, 16th of December.

Ballycar N.S Student Council – Thank you to our student council who organised a Bake Sale and Raffle on the day of our concert/matinee. A total of €690 was raised with 15% going towards the Make a Wish Foundation.

Ballycar N.S Parents Association – Thank you to our PA for organising Carol Singing in the Skycourt, Shannon. Thanks to Nicole for helping the school band and all pupils for carol service.

Board of Management Meeting Agreed Minutes for November meeting uploaded to Aladdin. Next Board of Management meeting will take place on Monday, January 19th 2026.

Safe Routes to School - Co-ordinator, Richard Silke presented a draft plan for outside the front of the school based on photos, visit and discussions with staff and locals in June 2025. This plan is now with Clare County Council and they will conduct their own survey in 2026 to establish fully funded costings etc.

School Website www.ballycarns.ie is now live.

Maintenance – Thank you to Kieran Boyce for repairing a leak and replacing taps in the staff toilets. Thanks also to Kieran for organising, collecting and dropping chairs on loan from the Community Centre for the Christmas show.

Solar Panels Maintenance – Next-Gen Power have replaced a faulty breaker.

Astro-turf Fundraising to date
Target - €75,000
Oscar Sports Capital Grant 			           		-	€49,707
EI Electronics 							-	  €5,000
Solatrex International Ltd t/a Calcul				-	     €100
NGS Engineering	 					-	  €1,000
Cora Chaitlin Mens Shed 					-	     €500
Clare Oil		 					-	       €50
Midwest Hearing Clinic – Noelle Meehan			-	     €300
Smithstown Light Engineering				-                €200
Slaney O Brien Synott and Peter Synott, Zion Sport 		-              €1000
IAC (International Aerospace Coating)			-	     €250
K & J Townmore Construction Ltd, Kevin Enright   	-                €250
Interpalace Investments Ltd/Cargo King- Sarah Lynch         -                €300
Infinity Lifts – Jag Sing/Erica Mc Guinness                          -              €1000
HID Global                                                                             -                €500
Kerry Group							-                €100
Liffey Mills							-                €100
Ida and Pat Lynch						-                €500
John Lynch							-	     €500
Sarah, Mark and Charlie O Brien 				-	    €300
Municipal District of Killaloe(Pat Burke & Alan O Callaghan - 	  €5000
Nicole and Eoin Mulcahy					-               €500
Claire and William Ryan                               			-	     €400
Ballycar Preschool/Boyce Plumbing	 			-	   €1000
ABL Express Motors (N18 Motors)                                      -                €150
Hilda and Tony Jenkins                                                         -               €1000
Elsevier							- 	     €900
Aine & John Galvin                                                               -                €300
Sandra & Morgan McCarthy					-                €300
Newmarket on Fergus Tractor,Truck and Vintage Car Run  -              €5650
Coilte Rivet Ride – Rob Reidy                                                              €1100
Robert Devitt, Tony O Sullivan, Chemifloc Ltd                    -                €500
Cleanwell                                                                                -                €500  
Anonymous Donation                                                            -               €5000
Total                                                                                                    €83,957

Batteries for Barretstown School Challenge – Pupils and staff are collecting batteries for Barretstown to create Power Positivity by educating pupils on the importance of battery         recycling and challenging them to collect used batteries to help protect the environment.
The campaign was created by the ERP, European Recycling Platform, a compliance scheme responsible for collecting and recycling waste electrical and electronic equipment. (WEEE) and used batteries in local communities. It is a free service and every battery recycled contributes to a donation fund for the childrens charity.
By powering positivity with the Batteries for Barretstown, Ballycar NS is leading the charge in battery recycling and paving the way towards a more sustainable future.

Christmas Holidays – School will finish at 12 on Friday, December 19th and reopen at 9am on Monday, January 5th.

Wishing all our pupils, staff, families and our wider school community a very Happy Christmas and New Year.
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__________________
Mary Warren  
Principal
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