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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare


 February 2026 Newsletter


School Photos – Eamon Andrews will be in Ballycar NS on Friday, March 6th to take school photos.

Projects – Pupils in 1st and 2nd class are working on projects on “Famous Artists”.

World Book Day will be celebrated in our school on Thursday, March 5th with Buddy Reading and pupils are invited to dress up as their favourite character from a book.

Clothes Collection – Wednesday, March 4th. All bags to be left outside the school gates from 8am to 9am.

St Patricks Day – School will be closed on Monday, March 16th and Tuesday March 17th.

Heritage Ireland, Paul Finch -  Willow Basketry and Weaving workshop will take place on Wednesday, March 18th for all pupils in the school.

School Tour – Our school tour to Just for Fun Kids Camp, Mary Immaculate College will take place on Wednesday, June 17th.

Board of Management meeting will take place on Monday, March 23rd. January minutes uploaded to Aladdin. School calendar will be finalised and approved before circulation to all staff and families.

Easter Holidays – School closes at 12 noon on Friday, March 27th and re-opens on Monday April 13th.

Maintenance – Painting, power washing of school building, car park, fencing and all exterior walls will take place during the Easter holidays by GR Painting.

Drains/Gutters – Get it Done Guy Egils Avotins cleaned all gutters and drains during February mid-term and soft brushing and specialised moss cleaning will take place over the St Patricks weekend prior to power washing and painting at Easter.

Outdoor Play Area to be upgraded to include new bark mulch, painting, fence repairs, removal of broken toys, etc.

Chess – Live Classes for senior pupils with Tomás Fitzpatrick, Chess Ireland Academy took place on the 27th of February.

Aister Themes – February - The Mart
                             March    -  The Clothes Shop
                             April      -  The Library

Parents Association – Míle buíochas to Sarah O Brien and her Dad, Pat for organising an Aistear trip to The Mart on Thursday, Feb 26th and for treating everyone to chips and
sausages during the visit. Thank you to all parents for lifts on the day.

Ash Wednesday 18th Feb – Thank you to Fr Albert for visiting our school to distribute ashes.

Batteries for Barretstown collection continues in our school.

Cutlery – Please ensure your child has their own cutlery every day.

Hurley/Helmet – Please ensure your child has their own hurley and helmet every Wednesday.

Seachtain na Gaeilge – March 1st to 17th, Rannta agus amhráin as Gaeilge, eataín ealaín, Tráth na gceist agus phrása na seachtaine. Ar siúl sa scoil I rith na coicíse.

CPD:
Mary Warren       -	Primary Curriculum Framework
			Diversity & Inclusion in the Classroom
			Facilitated Learning for Teaching Principals
			Garda Vetting Training
Jennifer Maguire -	Behavioural Regulation in the Classroom – Enhancing Attention and   Inhibition
Mairead Burke    - 	Study Skills for ADHD
                                    The Masked Child
 			The Science of Self Kindness
Gerianne Rigney - 	Supporting Transition to Secondary 

Belfield Infant Assessment Profile (BIAP) results discussed and communicated to all     parents.

Middle Infant Screening Test (MIST) results delivered to all parents in Homework folders.

School Tidy-Up – The school were gifted a trampoline and Charlie O Brien’s Uncle John has kindly offered to install the trampoline in the enclosed area with a mini-digger. We hope to organise a day to clear out leaves, remove old shed, put down pea gravel and repair timber fencing before power washing and painting on Saturday, March 14th meeting at the school at 9.30am, all volunteers welcome. Weather dependant.

Student Council 

Wellbeing Wednesdays - are starting in Ballycar N.S. All pupils in the school are advised to complete homework over three evenings to include Monday, Tuesday and Thursday every week, leaving Wednesdays free for wellbeing activities with their families – reading, playing a board game, cooking/baking together, going for a walk, a swim or a cycle etc.                           

Valentines Day – On Friday the 13th the day before Valentine ’s Day, the student council organised an event where pupils gave each other anonymous compliments and left them in   designated boxes for each pupil. Then the students got a chance to read them before bringing them home. Everyone got loads of positive notes and greatly enjoyed the event.
Pancake Tuesday – On Pancake Tuesday the pupils of the senior room made pancakes in eight small groups. Everyone in the senior room got a chance to cook themselves a pancake. During small lunch 5 volunteers, Sarah, Kayla M, Victoria, Freya and Kayla B stayed inside to make the batter for the remaining students and staff. The student council provided milk and eggs from the money they raised at the Christmas concert. We would like to say thank you to Noelle Meehan who brought the eggs and milk in for us. Everyone had lots of fun making and eating them and enjoyed the event.

Le gach dea ghuí[image: ]

_________________

Mary Warren  
Principal
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