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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare


 March 2026 Newsletter


Laps for Inclusion – took place in Ballycar NS on Friday, March 27th. Thank you to all who have donated to our fundraiser for athletes preparing for the Special Olympics Ireland Games. It is a wonderful opportunity for our pupils to learn about inclusion, build empathy and understanding working together towards a shared goal. All funds raised will directly support Special Olympic athletes, helping them train and compete. Thank you for your support. 

School Closure – Ballycar N.S remained closed on Monday, March 9th due to an electricity supply interruption.

School Playground – Thank you to all the parents who gathered on Saturday, March 21st and worked until late to ensure the school playground and school grounds were improved and enhanced for all pupils in the school to enjoy. Works included compressed grass dug out and removed, wooden fences demolished and wood retrieved if useful, nails taken out of planks, briars cut down and removed, old furniture, broken toys, dry paint cans and books no longer used all gone. Weeds pulled and removed from side and front of school to front gate, boundary fencing and white shed painted, weed barrier opened out and spread over raked playground after old bark mulch removed and 2 tonne of fresh bark mulch brought in wheelbarrows and the wheelie bin from front to the back of the school to cover the new weed barrier. All new fence post moved from front of school to playground area.

Day 2 School Tidy Up on Saturday, April 18th to finish playground. All volunteers welcome.

Speech and Drama – Thanks to Evelyn McMahon our Speech and Drama teacher. Drama-Féile exams took place on Saturday. Well done to all.

Moss Removal – took place in March by Egils Avotin, the Get it Done Guy who with his team took great care when soft brushing the roof tiles and treating to prevent future moss growth. The roof is now clean and clear, allowing our solar panels to function fully and no further moss falling into and blocking gutters and drains.

School Painting – GR Painting will power wash the exterior of the school and the car park and boundary walls, including all fencing before painting takes place over the Easter holidays.

Cora Chaitlín Mens Shed – Thank you to PJ and everyone at Cora Chaitlín Mens shed for repurposing an old school desk for use in our new and improved school playground. Thank you to Kieran Boyce for collecting it and bringing it to the school.

Junior Infant Vaccinations will take place in Ballycar NS for all Junior Infants on Tuesday, April 14th.

Parents Association – Thank you to the PA for their funding new Accelerated Reading books for our school library, online Chess workshops, Heritage Ireland                 
Willow Basketry and Weaving workshop, new sports equipment and Zumba classes taking place after Easter.

Clare GAA Football – Thank you to John and all in Clare GAA for continuing to offer Gaelic Football coaching sessions every week to all pupils in the school.

Library Visit – Pupils in the school are invited to visit our local library in Newmarket on Fergus on Thursday, 23rd at 2pm.

Zumba – Classes will take place every Tuesday for six weeks after Easter for all pupils in the school.

Music – Thank you to Oisín’s Mammy Nicole yet again for offering to facilitate specialised music lessons for all pupils in our Autism Class after Easter for six weeks.

Amber Fire – Inspection took place on March 5th on alarm and all fire extinguishers in the school.

Seachtain na Gaeilge – During Seachtain na Gaeilge the Student Council organised events such as: 
Tráth na Gcéist - pupils from 1st Class up to 6th all participated in an Irish Quiz in four teams Comórtas Ealaíne – based on Lá Fheile Padraig everyone got a chance to colour or draw. The winner from the senior room was Keelyn Mc Carthy, Billy Ryan from the junior room and Daíthi O Callaghan from the Cherry Blossom Class. 
Damhsa – All pupils in the school had a chance to be learn a few steps of Irish dancing by Kayla B and Sarah with the help of Kayla M and Victoria.
Pupils also got a chance to play Irish Bingo and Deir O Grádaigh (Simon Says). On the last day of Seachtain na Gaeilge everyone got to wear Green and the Junior room got to perform poems with actions in Irish and the Senior room preformed Killeagh in Irish as well. It was a very fun two weeks and everyone was included. 

Community Games Art – Congratulations to the below winners in the community games Art competition.

Under 8 Girls – Faye Touhy - 3rd Place
Under 8 Boys – Conn O’Brien Synnott – 1st Place
Under 8 Boys – Oliver Meehan – 2nd Place
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Zimmer Biomet – Donal Higgins will visit the school to facilitate workshops for the Senior room as part of their Junior Achievement programme, for 3 Fridays starting on April 17th and finishing with a tour off their factory on Friday, May 8th.

Internal School Maintenance – School caretaker Séan will complete repairs and painting internally during the Easter holidays.

Aistear Themes	March -  The Clothes Shop
                                    April   -  The Library
                                    May    -  The Building Site
                                    June    -  The Church

Rentokil inspection took place on Thurday, March 19th. Nothing detected.

School Tour to Mary Immaculate College of Education, Limerick will take place on Wednesday, June 17th. All pupils in the school will engage in 7 or 8 challenging and exciting activities offered by Just 4 Fun School Tours. Total cost of the Tour and Bus per child is €50  payable via Aladdin, active after Easter.

Famous Artist Projects – Well done to all pupils in 1st and 2nd class who completed and presented projects on Van Gogh, Monet, Warhol, Picasso and Da Vinci.

CPD:
Mary Warren       -	Primary Curriculum Framework
	                        Oide Leadership Clinic
Gerianne Rigney - 	Supporting Transition from Primary to Post Primary 

Bounce for Autism – Thanks to Trampolines Ireland for gifting a trampoline to the school as part of the Bounce for Autism campaign, which will be assembled and securely put in our  enhanced playgroud area once new fencing, gate and fresh bark mulch is in place.

Easter Holidays – School will close at 12 noon on Friday, March 27th and reopen on Monday, April 13th at 9am for all pupils and staff. Wishing all our pupils, staff, parents and wider school community a very Happy Easter.

Le gach dea ghuí[image: ],

_________________

Mary Warren  
Principal
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