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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare


 April 2026 Newsletter

Andrews Photography – All completed order forms have now been returned.

Junior Infant Vaccinations – All Junior Infants received their vaccinations on 14th of April.

Gaelic Football – Coaching with Clare GAA coach Jake continues every Monday for all pupils in the school. Please ensure your child has gum shields.

Zimmer Biomet – Thank you to Donal Higgins for facilitating 3 school visits and one final tour to Zimmer Biomet as part of the Junior Achievement Programme for all pupils in the senior classroom.

School Playground – Day 2 – Thank you to all the parents, pupils and staff who volunteered on Saturday, April 18th to work on our school playground and yard area. Thanks to Kieran Boyce for repairing the capping on the car park wall.

[bookmark: _GoBack]All volunteers available to help complete the outdoor area for all pupils in the playschool, Autism Class and mainstream classes can make contact with the PA to ensure the project is completed for September when school reopens.

Roof Repairs – Many Thanks to TJ O Dwyer for completing roof repairs over the Easter Holidays.

School Website – Please keep an eye on our school website www.ballycarns.ie which has all relevant calendars, dates, upcoming events, school uniform order forms etc.

Aistear Themes
April – The Library
May -   The Building Site
June -   The Church

Thank you to all who facilitated lifts to the local library for all pupils on Thursday, April 23rd. 

School Closure – School will remain closed on May Bank holiday, Monday, May 4th.

Primary Curriculum Framework CPP – All teaching staff will attend CPD in Clare     
Education Centre on Monday May 11th and school will remain closed for all pupils.

Standardised Testing takes place in May and we would ask parents to ensure your child is at school on these dates.
Gaeilge   - May 12th to May 14th
English   - May 19th to May 21st
Maths     - May 26th to May 28th

Zumba – Thank you to the PA for funding six weeks of Zumba for all pupils in the school, starting on Tuesday, May 5th and continuing on May 12th, May 19th, May 26th, June 9th and concluding on June 16th.

School Tour – This year’s tour is a fun filled Activity Camp in Limerick suitable for all ages. Activities will include Inflatables, Bouncing Castles, Soccer, Tag Rugby, Unihoc, Team Challenges, Obstacle Course, Dodge Ball, Wobbly Ladders and Giant Disco Dome. A non-refundable deposit of €20 must be paid by the end of April so we can confirm numbers. Made payable online via Aladdin. Please inform the school as soon as possible if your child will not be going.
 
Cherry Blossom Music – Oisíns mammy Nicole has kindly offered to facilitate 6 weeks of music therapy to all pupils in the Autism class, these started on Thursday, 23rd April and will continue every Thursday for 6 weeks.

Inclusive Games – Realtaí an Chláir takes place in Cusack Park, Ennis on Thursday, 21st May from 10am – 2pm for all pupils in our Autism Class and pupils with additional needs in mainstream classes.

School Painting – Thank you to Gerson and all the team at GR Painting for painting the school building, boundary walls, fencing and capping.

School Maintenance – Thank you to school caretaker, Sean for completing wall and ceiling treatment and painting in the Senior classroom, Autism classroom, changing room and sensory room. Painting indoors will continue during the summer months before the new           academic year begins.

Student Council – Clean up in the local area took place on April 24th. Well done to all pupils in the Senior classroom. Thank you to Mr. Dillon and Amy for accompanying. Thanks also to Claire Ryan and Tricia Boyce for supplying Ice-cream and refreshments along the way.

Final BOM Meeting of the year will take place on Monday, May 25th.

Booklists – School staff have finalised booklists for all pupils in the school and books, copies etc will be purchased in May. Please contact the school as soon as possible if your child will not be returning to school or if a new pupils wishes to join our school in September to ensure the correct amount of all books and copies are purchased and ready for the new school year.

Zimmer Biomet Visit – The children are engaging in Science experiments on the theme of energy. On Friday, May 8th Donal has arranged a guided tour of the Zimmer Biomet Plant in Shannon for the senior class from 11.15 to 12.30pm. It is hoped lifts for the pupils can be organised by the parents. More details to follow.

Le gach dea ghuí[image: ],

_________________

Mary Warren  
Principal
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