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Scoil Náisiúnta Baile Uí Chárthaigh, Ballycar, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Co. Clare


 May 2026 Newsletter

Réaltaí an Chláir – Thanks to all staff and Cumann na mBunscol for a fantastic day of sports and games in Cusack Park on May 21st celebrating all pupils with additional needs from schools all over Co. Clare.

Clothes Collection – Collection has been postponed until next Wednesday, June 3rd. All bags of clothes to be left outside the school gates between 8am and 9am only.

Standardised Testing – all pupils from 1st to 6th class have now completed all testing in Gaeilge, English and Maths. 2nd, 4th and 6th class results are required by the DES every year. All pupil’s scores will be recorded on school reports which will be uploaded to Aladdin on June 10th. Please make an appointment to meet with your child’s class teacher if you wish to discuss your child’s results and progress.

New entrants/School Sports Day – We look forward to welcoming our new entrants starting Junior Infants in September 2026 to Ballycar N.S on Monday, June 15th from 9.30 to 11am to meet our pupils and staff and to have a tour of the school and outdoor area. New entrants and current Junior and Senior Infants are advised to bring a teddy bear for the Teddy Bears Race.

School Tour – to Mary Immaculate College of Education in Limerick, takes place on Wednesday, June 17th. All pupils in the school will participate in a wide variety of activities. Leaving the Green at 08.20am and returning at 15.30. Please ensure your child has 2 healthy packed lunches, rain-jacket, sun-cream, sunhat and water.

CPD

Mary Warren – Facilitated Learning for Teaching Principals
All Teaching staff – Primary Curriculum Framework for Primary and Special Schools

RSE – All pupils in the school will receive appropriate RSE lessons according to their age and class level in line with the DES Guidelines and policy of the school, in accordance with our SPHE plan under our Plean Scoile available to view on our school website www.ballycarns.ie.

Teddy’s Bear’s Picnic – Ted’s favourite day of the year will take place on Friday, June 19th. All pupils are invited to bring their favourite teddy bears, blankets, books and treats to share on the day.

6th Class Graduation – On Tuesday, 23rd of June all parents, grandparents and extended family members and friends are invited to celebrate our 6th class pupils, who will be leaving Ballycar NS to begin their new journey in Secondary school in September. Celebrations begin at 11.30 with cake and refreshments on the day.

Entrance exams for pupils starting 1st year in St. Caimin’s this September took place on Monday, May 25th.

School Holidays – School will close for all pupils and staff at 12 on Thursday, June 25th and will reopen for the new academic year on Wednesday, August 26th 2026.

Clothes Collection – Thank you to everyone who supported our recent clothes collection. A total of €88.75 was raised which will go towards the purchase of outdoor garden games for all pupils in the school to use and enjoy when the weather is fine.

Sports – Gaelic Football continues with Jake every Monday. Please ensure your child has their own gum shield. Zumba continues with Shelly every Tuesday for 6 weeks.  Hurling with Killian continues every Wednesday. Please ensure your child has their own hurley and helmet.

Cumann na mBunscoil – Both the hurling and camogie teams qualified for the semi-finals in their division. The girls lost to Cratloe NS but beat Kilmurry NS to advance. The boys beat St.Conaire’s NS and St Aidan’s NS in Shannon as well as Kilmurry NS to qualify. 

Hurling – Congratulations to Stonehall/Ballycar NS boys hurling team who won their semi- final and are now through to the final. Details to follow.

Camogie – Best of luck to the Stonehall/Ballycar girls camogie team in their semi-final today.

School Playground/Outdoor Area – Sincere thanks to Kieran Boyce who is working on building a beautiful wooden enclosed area suitable for the trampoline with a gate to secure the playground area. This area is of paramount importance for our pre-school pupils, pupils in our Autism class and mainstream pupils throughout the year in supporting their physical and emotional well-being. Pupils have a safe, child-friendly space filled with equipment, games and activities that promote and improve fine and gross motor skills in a fun, safe and enjoyable environment.
Thank you to all parents, pupils and staff who have worked so hard to enhance and improve this area for all pupils in the school. It is very much appreciated by everyone in our school community.

Astro-Turf Opening – We hope to host an Astro-turf opening ceremony in September to say a huge thank you to all our sponsors, parents, pupils, staff and wider school community who helped make the Astro-turf a reality. Date to be confirmed.

Music Therapy – Thank you to Oisín’s mammy, Nicole for volunteering her time every Thursday morning in our Autism class to work with all of our talented musicians. It is a wonderful opportunity for pupils with additional needs to discover and enjoy music. Nicole has also kindly offered to help our school band to prepare for the 6th class Graduation ceremony.

Zimmer Biomet Visit – Thank you to Donal Higgins for visiting our school every Friday for three weeks to deliver the Junior Achievement Programme which finished on week 4 with a very informative and engaging visit to Zimmer Biomet for all pupils in the senior classroom.

Woodies Budding Gardener – Congratulations to Charlie O Brien, 2nd class pupil in Ballycar NS on his recent appointment as Woodies Budding Gardener who with his team of gardeners, under the guidance of Ms. O Carroll have been working tirelessly on weeding, planting and painting all the flowerbeds and pots while creating new garden features for all to see and enjoy at the front of our school building.

BOM – Final Board of Management Meeting of the year took place on Monday, May 25th. May minutes will be uploaded with the June newsletter. Sincere thanks to outgoing Parent Nominee, Tricia Boyce for all her time, effort and support on the Board of Management.

Play Themes in the junior classroom
May – The Building Site
June – The Church

School Uniform – Please contact Carmel Burke directly on 086 3872928 or at carmel@allseasonssport.ie with all queries in relation to orders, etc.

NCCA Pupil and Parent passport forms circulated to all 6th class pupils and parents. Please return completed forms by June 10th please to your child class teacher.

School Photos – Eamonn and Michael Andrews delivered all photos to the school this week for distribution to all pupils.

Junior/Leaving Certificate – Best of luck to all past pupils as they begin their state examinations in June.

Rentokil completed a routine inspection on May 21st, nothing detected.

Dental forms – All 6th class pupils are reminded to return completed dental school service consent forms to ensure all pupils are offered dental assessments with the HSE over the next 18 months.

Active School’s week will take place from Monday, June 15th to Friday, June 19th 2026. Events and activities planned as follows.

Monday – School Sports Day
Tuesday – Zumba
Wednesday – School Tour
Thursday – Sports Leagues 
Friday – Finals

Senior Class Cycle will take place on Friday, June 5th. Departing the school at 09.05 sharp. Pupils in the village can meet us outside the GAA pitch at 09.20. We will cycle to the playground, library and shop before returning to school for lunch.

Chess Workshops – Thank you to Tomás Fitzpatrick for facilitating weekly chess workshops to senior pupils every Friday during the term. Thanks to the Parents Association for funding the workshops.

July Provision/Home based summer programme – All pupils who meet the criteria outlined by the DES and who wish to participate should make contact with participating teachers and sna’s as soon as possible to arrange days, times etc. List of available teachers in Newmarket on Fergus area given to eligible participants.	

Recent Bereavement – Sincere condolences to Charlie, Victoria and past pupil Calum on the sad passing of their great grandmother Margaret McCarthy. May her gentle soul rest in peace.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Job Vacancy Caretaker – Ballycar NS and four other schools are looking to combine to hire a part-time permanent caretaker to work in each school on different days of the week. 26 hours per week, including school holidays. Days and times are flexible and to be agreed with each school’s Board of Management. Applications to be sent to info@eetns.ie no later than 3pm on Wednesday 10th June. 

Le gach dea ghuí[image: ],

_________________

Mary Warren  
Principal
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