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A Piece of Sky 

Sky-Frame’s installation for Clerkenwell Design Week to be designed  

by Stephan Huerlemann 

  

London, May 2018 – Sky-Frame will present A Piece of Sky, an installation designed by 
award-winning Swiss architect and designer Stephan Huerlemann, on view in the garden at 
St James Church during Clerkenwell Design Week 2018 (22-24 May 2018). This thought 
provoking installation aims to bring out positive feelings amongst visitors by telling a story 
about the sky and being in orbit. Transporting them for just a few seconds away from their 
hectic daily lives, visitors can think and even dream; and most importantly it will put a smile 
on their face. 
 
Sky-Frame, the Swiss-based global leaders in frameless sliding door systems, has been 
collaborating on designs with Stephan Huerlemann since 2012, including an earlier installation, two 
trade fairs, point of sale concepts as well as assisting in the development of the new company 
headquarters. Stephan was keen that his new installation, A Piece of Sky, conveyed the intrinsic 
values of this state-of-the-art company on an abstract level, and most importantly within the 
confines that the space in the garden of St James Church presented. 
 
Stephan Huerlemann’s wish was to bring a piece of the sky itself down to the surface of the earth, 
while at the same time transporting visitors into orbit and offering them a breathtaking view of the 
earth. In doing so the installation provides visitors with an opportunity to pause, in what is a 
relatively restless and heterogeneous place. In principal this is exactly what Sky-Frame does with 
its frameless sliding doors. The play on the word Sky from Sky-Frame is intended. Visitors to the 
installation walk-in to a hexagonal mirrored funnel that has a translucent surface at the funnel point, 
while reflected light from external spotlights create a huge sphere inside the funnel. The 
appearance of the sphere changes as the colour of the external spotlights change. Visitors to the 
installation are thus presented with a view of the earth from space and are able to view the sky 
from an unusal perspective – from above.  
 
The sound concept emphasises this idea, as the background noise for the installation is the sound 
of the earth. Nasa used special equipment to record the electromagnetic vibrations caused by the 
earth’s rotation and made them audible to the human ear. A pedal on the floor of the installation 
allows visitors to play recordings of astrounauts talking about what they think and feel when they 
see the earth from space. (Credit : Nasa Voyager Space Sounds, Album: Symphonies of the 
Planets, Track: Song of Earth).   
 
Stephan Huerlemann took a roundabout route to the design industry. In 2002, he joined the Swiss 
studio of the well-known designer Hannes Wettstein as architect and managing director, was made 
a partner and later became creative head after Wettstein’s death in 2008. Since 2016, the 
company has been called Huerlemann. Today Stephan is among the most sought-after designers 
in Switzerland. Stephan conceives of and designs buildings, spaces, furnishings, products and 
scenographies for international clients such as Vitra, horgenglarus (Switzerland’s oldest chair and 
table manufacturer), PwC, Sanitas Trosch, UBS, Glutz, Piega, de Sede, Ventura and Sky-Frame. 
Stephan’s playful installation Giants with Dwarf for horgenglarus, shown in Ventura Centrale during 

Salone del Mobile April 2018 won a Milan Design Awards 2018 in the Unicorn category. 

 



 

 

Sky-Frame’s installation will be located in the garden of St James Church, London EC1R 0EB 
during Clerkenwell Design Week 2018 (22-24 May 2018). 

@skyframe_global #apieceofsky #skyframe 
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A view, not a window – about Sky-Frame 

Sky-Frame’s immense passion and in-depth understanding of architecture, spatial design and 

technology has made it the leading international supplier of frameless sliding window systems. The 

large, flush-fitted glass panels eliminate the boundary between indoors and outdoors and create 

entirely unique living experiences in free-flowing spaces.  

 

The owner-operated company with a development and production location in Frauenfeld, 

Switzerland, employs 150 people and has branches in Rothrist, Vienna, Milan and Los Angeles. 

Ever since the first Sky-Frame window was installed in 2002, the Swiss company has helped to 

make more than 6,000 individual lifestyle dreams come true on six continents. www.sky-frame.com 
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