
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear congress participant, 

Thank you for attending the CED-IADR/NOF Oral Health Research congress. Whether you participated virtually or 

in person, we hope you enjoyed the experience. On behalf of the congress organising committee, we take the 

opportunity to thank you for presenting your research at our congress and/or for promoting oral health research! 

It is with great honour that we present to you some highlights and facts of the first HYBRID congress CED-IADR/NOF 

has ever organised and one of the first in-person scientific meetings since Covid-19 has hit the world.  

 

The 2021 CED-IADR/NOF ORAL HEALTH RESEARCH CONGRESS took 

place inside the Square Convention Centre in Brussels, Belgium, as well 

as online for those who were in a difficult position to travel due to 

Covid-19. The congress was hosted by the Continental European 

Division (CED) of the IADR and the Scandinavian division (NOF), under 

the congress presidency of Prof. Bart Van Meerbeek (KU Leuven, 

Belgium), also serving as president of CED-IADR. 

 

NOTE THAT ALL RECORDINGS ON THE VIRTUAL PLATFORM CAN BE 

VIEWED UNTIL NOVEMBER 17, 2021! One of the advantages of the 

hybrid set-up is that you can still view all presentations by logging onto 

the easy-to-navigate and straightforward virtual platform, set up for 

both in-person and virtual participants.  

 

Virtual registration remains open and can be requested at info@ced-iadr2021.com. 

 

Below, you will find some general statistics: 

 More than 500 delegates, among which 206 

students, from more than 47 countries 

 84 in-person Oral Presentations, 67 virtual Oral 

Presentations, 36 symposia presentations, 194 

Poster Presentations and 1 keynote lecture 

 15 sponsors at the virtual exhibition on the virtual 

congress platform/app 

 3 Young CED-IADR workshops on scientific analysis 

and communication; 1 seminar on scientific 

communication; 2 Meet-a-mentor lunch sessions; 6 

moderated dental company sessions 

 12 Scientific symposia, among which 2 online-only symposia 

  

https://ced-iadr2021.com/virtual-platform/
mailto:info@ced-iadr2021.com


 

During two-and-half days, participants presented 

their own research as part of 17 in-person oral 

sessions. In parallel, all attendees could view 

prerecordings of 18 virtual oral sessions on the 

virtual platform or congress app (151 oral 

presentations in total). These sessions, along with 

all symposia and 28 online-only poster sessions, 

can still be viewed at any time until November 17, 

2021. Unlike for in-person oral presentations, 

there was no specific timetable for virtual 

oral/poster presentations.  

 

 

Since many researchers did not have the opportunity to present their latest research findings during 2020 and most 

of 2021, last-minute abstract submissions for poster presentation were exceptionally allowed between June 23 – 

July 4. Poster presentations were only virtual, as there was no in-person exhibition. However, all accepted poster 

presenters had the option of briefly presenting their poster orally by sending in a prerecording.  

 

Twelve scientific symposia on diverse topics were held, among 

which one Young CED-IADR symposium, entitled “New trends in 

tooth restoration: are we getting closer to curing dental disease?”, 

with speakers below the age of 40, giving stage to a new generation 

of brilliant researchers. All sessions were live-streamed from and 

to the lecture halls, thus connecting the in-person event with the 

virtual platform. During all symposia/oral sessions, virtual 

attendees could ask questions via the chat function and/or during 

the live Q&A session, which was moderated by the chairs of each 

symposium.  

 

 

Three symposia (supported by SEPA, DMG and the Resispart Project) consisted of online-only presentations. The 

lecturers presented their work live or in a prerecording, followed by a live Q&A session. One keynote lecture 

(supported by Vigilant Biosciences) was given by Silvio Abati from the University Vita-Salute San Raffaele of Milano, 

Italy, on oral cancer and precancer and its early detection in the dental office. 

 

There were also activities especially designed for 

our Young CED-IADR members. Many Young 

researchers below the age of 40 attended the free 

research workshops on scientific communication, 

study design, and data analysis, held every morning 

from 8:30 until 10:00 hr. Another seminar for 

Young CED-IADR members was held from 13:30 

until 18:00 hr on Thursday. Two meet-a-mentor 

sessions were held online connecting early-career 

researchers with senior researchers. These 

mentor sessions were an added value for those 

who were unable to network in-person.  

 

  

All sessions were live-streamed from and to the lecture halls, thus 

connecting the in-person event with the virtual platform. 

Nastaran Meschi (Leuven, Belgium), one of the 

speakers of the Young CED-IADR Symposium. 

Maria Flora Mangano (Italy) giving the Young CED-IADR Seminar 

on Science Communication. 



 

A big THANK YOU to all the dental students from KU 

Leuven who helped to coordinate the 2.5-day event! 

A scientific meeting is also a place to network. This can only 

be done to the fullest at an in-person event. Attending social 

events in person gives delegates the opportunity to establish 

new professional relationships or strengthen existing ones. 

The organising committee selected beautiful locations as it 

was our goal to offer the best in-person experience possible 

to reconnect with long-lost friends and partners. All congress 

participants were invited to the CED-IADR/NOF Welcome 

Ceremony held in the Copper Hall of the congress venue and 

live-streamed for all virtual attendees on Thursday evening.  

 
 

CED-IADR Award winners were announced by the Award Chair 

Sema Belli. NOF Award winners were announced by Gunhild Strand 

(NOF president). Speeches were given by Bart Van Meerbeek (CED-

IADR president), Fionnuala Lundy (PER-IADR president), and 

Gunhild Strand. Subsequent to the ceremony, registered in-person 

attendees were invited to the Welcome Reception held inside the 

magnificent historical city hall of Brussels located at the ‘Grand 

Place’ or ‘Grote Markt’. We thank visit.brussels for the support and 

the musicians from the conservatorium of Brussels for giving us an 

unforgettable time!  

 

 

 

The CED-IADR/NOF Friday Get-Together was organised 

as a seated dinner in the exquisite Panoramic Hall on the 

fifth floor of the congress venue. Registered attendees 

could take in the beautiful sunset and wonderful view 

over Brussels while being welcomed with appetizers and 

a glass of sparkling wine. A scrumptious three-course 

menu was served accompanied by lounge music and 

musical duets brought to us by one of the KU Leuven 

dental students who volunteered throughout the event.   
 

 

During the pandemic, we realised how much we need social 

interactions and learned not to take real-life networking for 

granted. Therefore, all the more, the members of the congress 

organising committee were pleased and grateful to have been 

able to offer the attendees these social events, something we 

all missed over the past two years.  

We also thank our professional congress organiser KU Leuven 

Congresbureau for the great coordination! 

 

More pictures can be viewed at ced-iadr2021.com   

Fionnuala Lundy (Belfast, N.I.) giving her welcome 

speech on behalf of PER-IADR. 
Inside the magnificent historical city hall of Brussels. 

https://ced-iadr2021.com/


 

Our sincere acknowledgments go to the congress sponsors: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please find hereby news from the CED-IADR General Assembly: 

 

William Papaioannou (Athens, Greece) was elected as President-Elect and appointed to coordinate the 

organisation of the 2023 CED-IADR/NOF congress in Rhodes, Greece. Marcio Vivan Cardoso (Leuven, Belgium) was 

elected as Secretary, taking over the headquarter responsibilities from Bart Van Meerbeek. 

 

Imad About (Marseille, France) became the new CED-IADR president after receiving the hammer as a token of 

presidency from Bart Van Meerbeek (Leuven, Belgium), now Past-President.  

 

Imad About congratulated Bart Van Meerbeek for his outstanding service to CED-IADR, upon which the Past-

President received a standing ovation from the General Assembly. Bart Van Meerbeek has been serving CED-IADR 

as Board Member, Treasurer, Secretary and finally as President during a period of 22 years. 

 

The General Assembly said goodbye to Sema Belli (Konya, Turkey). The Board thanked her for her valuable 

contributions as congress organising committee member and Chair of the Awards & Grants during her last year as 

Board Member.  

 

  
Sema Belli receiving her token and 

certificate of appreciation. 

The General Assembly in standing ovation for Bart Van Meerbeek’s extraordinary performances 

as CED-IADR Board Member, Treasurer, Secretary and President. 



 

A ‘first-time ever’ election was held for new board members 

representing Turkey and Portugal/Spain. A shortlist was published 

two weeks prior to the congress. The voting resulted in: 

- Laura Ceballos elected to represent Portugal/Spain.  

- Sebnem Turkun elected to represent Turkey 

 

SAVE THE DATE for the upcoming Oral Health Research 

congresses:  

- PER-IADR congress at Marseille, France, between September 

15-17, 2022 

- CED-IADR/NOF congress in Rhodes, Greece, between 

September 21-23, 2023 

 

Yours,  

 

CED-IADR/NOF Oral Health Research congress 

Congress Organising Committee 
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Sebnem Turkun and Laura Ceballos, the new 

CED-IADR Board Members. 

http://www.ced-iadr.eu/
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