
 
 

5th Graders Who Podcast 
STEVIE FRANK 

 

Quote: ​”Just Hit Record!” 
By: Stevie Frank 

 
 
A little bit about Stevie  
❏ Stevie teaches humanities in fifth grade middle school. She has facilitated a full 

classroom of podcasters. 
 
❏ Twitter: ​@steviefrank23 

 

Storytelling Reflections 
❏ We are able to connect our identity to storytelling 
❏ Kids need to be empowered to become storytellers instead of advice givers. 
❏ Adults can share with their students how they are also on this journey to explore 

their identity too.  
❏ Students are able to put words to their thoughts/feelings and speak it into reality. 

 
Podcasting Reflections 
❏ Verbal Journalism is another way to describe podcasting. 
❏ There are so many ways for kids to share their voice.  

❏ Video Broadcast 
❏ Podcast 
❏ Daniel Wang​ Created ​Student Podcasts 

https://twitter.com/steviefrank23?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://podcastmovement.com/author/danielwang/
https://www.studentpodcasts.com/


❏ NPR Student Podcast Challenge 
❏ Questions to ask yourself when beginning to podcast 

❏ What is your purpose? 
❏ Where will you record? 
❏ How will you record? 
❏ How will you make sure all your kids are engaged? 
❏ What do you want to teach your peers? (Connect to an authentic audience) 

❏ You learn in reflection.  
❏ Have students listen to other podcasts.  
❏ Katie Wood Ray Process for Writing 
❏ Integrate content areas like writer’s workshop with listening and speaking skills. 
❏ Come up with a list of “Noticings” with your students 

❏ What do you notice about this podcast? 
❏ How is it organized? 
❏ What IS a podcast? 

❏ Writer’s Workshop 
❏ Immersion (be immersed in your subject or theme) 
❏ Research (research the topic you are interested in)  
❏ Planning  (Graphic organizer to organize writing) 

❏ Eddie Small  
❏ Canvascasters​- An Unofficial Canvas LMS Podcast 

❏ Interview (You don’t have to do the interviews but can interview experts in 
the field) 

❏ Recorded with Soundtrap 
❏ Roles: Give students roles to guide the process 

❏ Soundtrap Expert 
❏ Music Expert 
❏ Writing Expert 
❏ Research Expert 
❏ Editing Expert 
❏ Director 

❏ 5th Grade Students Honorable Mention for NPR Podcast Challenge 
❏ Soundtrap Tutorial Videos  
❏ Soundtrap Student Course 

 
Soundtrap 
❏ All Hands on Deck! Teachers are also able to see what students are doing 
❏ You are able to set privacy settings to keep your students safe. 
❏ Students were able to create audio files. 

https://www.npr.org/series/662609200/npr-student-podcast-challenge
https://mrandersonwrites.wordpress.com/2015/08/10/i-read-so-you-dont-have-to-katie-wood-rays-study-driven-part-2-the-inquiry-based-approach-to-writing/
https://twitter.com/smallindiana
https://anchor.fm/canvascasters
https://soundcloud.com/user-302696474/love-starwest-1
https://www.soundtrap.com/tutorials
https://youtu.be/PhmvPxCcsrA


❏ “Just Hit Record!” Allow students to explore the tool and build digital literacy skills. 
❏ Never stop your recording until the person leaves the room. Allow your participants 

to know that the recording will continuously run for the whole time.  
Podcasting Tips 
❏ Share your podcast globally (with parent permission) 
❏ Soundcloud ​ for podcast 
❏ Don’t shy away from courageous conversations. Lead and support your students. 
❏ Differentiate for your students. Make sure your students are working at their 

individual targeted skill level.  
 
I don’t have enough time... 
❏ It takes time... 
❏ Create a rubric to integrate multiple concepts (more bang for your buck) 
❏ See where you can integrate content 

 
 
 

 

https://soundcloud.com/

