Write a 1200 pieces in style of Anna Rawhiti-Connell in which she
argues with herself about the pros and cons of Al including whether
it's the same as the social media revolution, whether the message of
Al is that everything is derivative, that an Al class will emerge and
once again leave blue collar workers behind, that's it's at the height
of its hype cycle, that it challenges human superiority, that it has a
huge environmental cost, that there is something quite humbling
about almost all of human knowledge being synthesised and
reproduced as far as human creativity and originality goes and that it
concentrates power within the hands of an elite few

(&) The Al Revolution: A Double-Edged Sword

As we stand on the precipice of the Al revolution, it's hard not to feel a sense of déja vu. The rapid
advances in artificial intelligence bear striking similarities to the social media explosion of the early
2000s. Both promised to transform our lives, democratize information, and connect the world in
unprecedented ways. Yet, as we have seen with social media, the utopian vision often comes with
unforeseen consequences. Is Al just another iteration of this cycle, or does it hold a genuinely

unique promise? Let's argue this out.

The Hype Cycle and Human Superiority

Al is undoubtedly at the peak of its hype cycle. Every day, we hear about groundbreaking
developments in machine learning, autonomous vehicles, and natural language processing. But is
this all just a bubble waiting to burst? The history of technological innovation suggests that
periods of intense hype are often followed by disillusionment. However, once the dust settles, we
usually find that the technology has still made substantial, if not revolutionary, changes. Al might

follow this trajectory, but the fear of over-promising and under-delivering looms large.

There's also a philosophical angle to consider: Al challenges our long-held beliefs in human
superiority. For centuries, we have seen ourselves as the pinnacle of creation, uniquely capable of
reason and creativity. Al's ability to outperform humans in specific tasks—like playing chess or
diagnosing diseases—forces us to reconsider what makes us unique. It's both humbling and

unsettling to witness machines encroaching on domains once thought exclusively human.



Derivative Nature and Creativity

Another contentious point is the notion that Al implies everything is derivative. Al algorithms learn
from existing data; they synthesize and reproduce patterns they have been trained on. This could
be seen as a message that all human creativity and originality are just reconfigurations of existing
ideas. Is there anything truly original, or are we just remixing the past? This question strikes at the
heart of human creativity. While Al can compose music, write poetry, and generate art, it's still
doing so based on what it has learned from human creations. The originality and emotional depth
of human creativity might remain beyond Al's grasp, but the lines are becoming increasingly
blurred.

Economic Disparities and the Al Class

The advent of Al also brings significant socio-economic implications. There is a legitimate concern
that Al will create a new class divide, exacerbating existing inequalities. Those with the skills and
resources to develop and harness Al will benefit disproportionately, while blue-collar workers may
find themselves displaced by automation. This scenario echoes the industrial revolutions of the
past, where technological advancements led to massive social upheaval and economic disparity.
We risk creating an "Al class” that monopolizes power and wealth, leaving a vast portion of the

population behind.

Environmental Cost

Moreover, the environmental cost of Al is substantial. Training sophisticated Al models requires
immense computational power, leading to significant energy consumption. The carbon footprint of
large-scale Al projects is a growing concern in an era where sustainability should be a top priority.
As we celebrate the capabilities of Al, we must also consider the environmental impact and strive

to develop more energy-efficient technologies.

Power Concentration

Then there's the issue of power concentration. Al development is currently dominated by a few
tech giants. These companies not only have the resources to advance Al but also control vast
amounts of data necessary for training Al models. This concentration of power raises ethical and
practical concerns about monopolies, data privacy, and the potential misuse of Al. The control
over Al technology and data gives these companies unparalleled influence over our lives, which

can stifle competition and innovation.



Synthesis and Humility

Yet, amidst these concerns, there is something profoundly humbling about Al's capabilities. The
idea that almost all human knowledge can be synthesized and reproduced by Al is a testament to
our collective intellectual achievements. Al's ability to process and analyze vast amounts of
information can lead to new insights and advancements that individual humans might never
achieve. It's a reminder of the interconnectedness of our knowledge and the potential for

collaboration between humans and machines.

In conclusion, the debate over Al's impact is far from settled. On one hand, Al holds the promise of
unprecedented advancements, efficiencies, and insights. On the other, it poses significant risks
related to economic disparity, environmental sustainability, and the concentration of power. As we
navigate this complex landscape, it's crucial to approach Al development and deployment with
caution, ethical considerations, and a commitment to equitable benefits. The Al revolution, like
those before it, will bring both opportunities and challenges. How we respond to these will shape

the future of our society and our place within it.



