
Fresno State Sustainability Literacy Survey

Please indicate which of the following statements best describes your 
level of interest in sustainability:
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Publish analytics
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I have a passion for
sustainability
I have considerable interest in
sustainability
I am neither interested nor
disinterested in sustainability…
I have little interest in
sustainability
I have no interest in
sustainability

13.9%

27.8%

54.8%

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1a6gqSLQ2jjBxoEflek-xZEslESclbgJbDbScQFTeosg/edit#start=publishanalytics


Which of the following is the most commonly used definition of 
economic sustainability?
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Corporate social responsibility implies a commitment to the three key three key 
componentscomponents of sustainability, which include:
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Maximizing the share price of a
company’s stock
Long-term profitability
When costs equal revenue
Continually expanding market
share
I do not know

31.3%

14.8%

42.6%
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Three forms of financial
reporting
Ecological, social and financial
performance
Offering health, dental and
vision care to employees
Incorporating community and
government representatives on
the board of directors
I do not know

23.5%

71.3%



What best describes systems thinking?
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Workers around the world face a variety of social injustices, including low 
wages, poor working conditions, and lack of access to education. To help 
improve conditions for these workers you can: 
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It is computational
It is one-sided
It is interdisciplinary
It is mechanical
I do not know

12.2%

38.3%

40%

Copy

Support corporations that do not
allow workers to join labor
unions.
Buy the newest products to
keep factories around the wor…
Purchase items from companies
that conduct business in a so…
Support large corporations
because they generally have…
I do not know

15.7%

78.3%



"Sustainability" with regard to natural resources means:
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Which of the following is the United Nations’ definition of sustainable 
development?

115 responses
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Using natural resources as
slowly as possible
Using natural resources no
faster than at the rate they
regenerate
Not introducing new technology
too quickly
Discovering new resources to
allow maximum economic gro…
I do not know

14.8%

13%

10.4%

60%
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Ensuring that people continue
to buy more goods and use
more resources, indefinitely
Setting aside resources for
preservation, never to be used
Meets the needs of the present
without compromising the abil…
Only using recycled materials
for production
I do not know

24.3%

64.3%



A technique to assess environmental impacts associated with all the 
stages of a product's life from cradle to grave (resource extraction 
through usage and disposal), is called:
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What is meant by the term "carbon footprint"?
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An annual product review
A life cycle assessment
An energy audit
A thermal system analysis
I do not know

35.7%

11.3%

44.3%
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It refers to the chemical
structure of the carbon chain in
a given quantity of gasoline
The carbon left on the ground
each time you take a step
It refers to the greenhouse gas
released by burning fossil fuels
I do not know

10.4%
79.1%



Americans account for about 5 percent of the world's population and….
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Which of the following is an example of sustainable forest 
management? 
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More than 50% of the world's
energy consumption
Between 10 - 49% of the world'
s energy consumption
9% or less of the world’s energy
consumption
I do not know

20.9%
23.5%

52.2%
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Relocating human populations
so that a forest can be
harvested
Never harvesting more than
what the forest produces in n…
Growing forests of only one
species of tree
Removing regulations to open
up more forests for logging
I don't know

10.4%

16.5%

8.7%

60.9%



Which of the following is an effect of global climate change?
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What is an ecological service provided by rivers?
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Loss of habitat
Decrease in sea level
Fewer severe weather events
Colder average temperatures in
the ocean
I do not know

15.7%

9.6%

65.2%
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Provides fertile location for
growing non-native species
Helps maintain fisheries
Provides a natural dumping
ground for sewage and industry
discharge
Keeps the number of
mosquitoes low
I do not know

16.5%

28.7%

42.6%



What is the source of our drinking water here at Fresno State? 
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Which is the most effective way to mitigate the effects of climate 
change? 
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Kings River
San Joaquin River
Central Valley Aquifer
Clovis Irrigation District
I do not know

38.3%

20.9%

35.7%
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Reduce plastic consumption
Stop eating meat or dairy
products
Plant trees and reduce grass
cover
Reduce carbon emissions to net
zero
I do not know19.1%

21.7%

50.4%



Was Fresno State’s commitment to sustainability a reason you chose to 
come here?
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How many times have you taken classes at Fresno State that either 
explicitly focus on sustainability or touch on sustainability-related topics?
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Yes
No
I do not know

11.3%

20%

68.7%

Copy

Never
Once
A few times
More than five
I do not know

13%

24.3%

20%

40%



Where do you think the university can improve sustainability practices? 
(Check all that apply)
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My understanding and awareness of sustainability related issues has 
increased since I have become a student at Fresno State.
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0 20 40 60 80

Alternative Transportation

Reducing land-fill waste

Food options and campu…

Reducing energy use

I do not know

Green bins in the bathroo…

Fixing/reducing water spr…

Better recycling systems

Hiring construction teams…

68 (59.1%)68 (59.1%)68 (59.1%)

80 (69.6%)80 (69.6%)80 (69.6%)

74 (64.3%)74 (64.3%)74 (64.3%)

74 (64.3%)74 (64.3%)74 (64.3%)

18 (15.7%)18 (15.7%)18 (15.7%)

1 (0.9%)1 (0.9%)1 (0.9%)

1 (0.9%)1 (0.9%)1 (0.9%)

1 (0.9%)1 (0.9%)1 (0.9%)

1 (0.9%)1 (0.9%)1 (0.9%)

1 (0.9%)1 (0.9%)1 (0.9%)
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Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

7%

47%

34.8%



I would prefer more sustainability-related content in my courses.
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I think that universities should be sustainability role models in their daily 
operations (for example, water and energy conservation, exemplary 
recycling program, environmental and social issues awareness). 
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Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

15.7%

38.3%

40%

Copy

Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

19.1%
45.2%

34.8%



I feel that Fresno State is doing a good job of modeling sustainability in 
its daily operations (for example, water and energy conservation, 
exemplary recycling program, environmental and social related issues 
awareness).
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Optional-Optional- Is there anything you want to share with us?

12 responses
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Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

11.3%54.8%

27%
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NA
Do more to get rid…

Glad that you exis…
I love everything y…

I support the remo…
I want to grow stuf…

N/A
No

Please g…
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