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   SUSTAINABILITY  

LIAISON:  Michelle Nathan (808-844-2316, mhw@hawaii.edu)

DESCRIPTION:  The Academic Subject Certi!cate in Sustainability requires 
a minimum 13 credits and maximum 15 credits, depending if students 
take lab classes. All courses must be Sustainability Focused (SF) to apply 
for certi!cate. Honolulu Community College currently o"ers a su#cient 
number and range of Sustainability Focused courses to provide an 
academically rigorous certi!cate. New courses are certi!ed each a 
cademic year.

REQUIREMENTS:  SUSTAINABILITY ACADEMIC SUBJECT CERTIFICATE 

• 3 credits required in Natural Sciences

• 3 credits required in Hawaiian Studies

• 3 credits required from other disciplines (e.g. Humanities, Social Sciences, Language Arts, CTE 
programs)

• 3 credits – additional class from any of these three areas (this can also include an SF course from 
another UHCC campus) 

• 1 credit – capstone experience

Some SF courses can be used to meet more than one of the categories (e.g. Humanities or Hawaiian 
Studies) but no course can be applied to two categories; in other words, a course counts only once in 
ful!lling certi!cate requirements. 

The capstone component is 1 credit. There are three options:

* Research Projects. Students identify a research project and a faculty member who has experience 
teaching courses with any sustainability designation to oversee the work. These can be research projects 
related to an academic research topic, campus programs or campus operations. 

* Service Learning Projects.  Students create a service learning plan related to sustainability e"orts on 
campus or in the community, and identify a faculty member to oversee the work.  

* Internship.  Students identify an internship commitment related to sustainability in Hawai’i, and a faculty 
member to oversee the work.

• All options require students to identify a faculty member to oversee their completion of the capstone 
experience. All three options must be approved either by the Sustainability Designation Review 
Committee or a Sustainability Coordinator.

• The 1 credit option will be pass/no pass; it will not be graded.

• Students must complete the capstone requirement after completing all other certi!cate requirements 
or during semester when last course requirement is taken.

Courses ful!lling Sustainability Focused (SF) requirements can come from across the curriculum. Speci!c 
course sections are approved to receive an SF designation by the Sustainability Designation Review 
Committee. Approved course sections are identi!ed with an S- before the course titles (e.g., GEO 101 S-The 
Natural Environment). The list of approved SF classes, which can be applied to the ASC, can be found on the 
College Sustainability site (https://www.honolulu.hawaii.edu/node/1784). SU
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