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UndocUnited, a student organization created to support and advocate for undocumented students, is establishing a
scholarship as well as hosting Dream Week from March 22-26 to bring awareness to the students’ experiences through trivia

nights, panel discussions and lectures. SPECIAL TO THE ORACLE/UNSPLASH/Chris Montgomery

For the �rst time since 2018, UndocUnited has put the “Dreamers” in the spotlight by creating a week that celebrates

their stories and a scholarship that supports their success.
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UndocUnited, an organization focused on creating an inclusive and supportive environment for undocumented

students, is hosting Dream Week, which includes a series of events to highlight the stories and experiences of

undocumented students at USF as well as educate allies about their experiences.

The events, ranging from trivia nights to panels with students who immigrated under the Deferred Action for

Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, will teach participants about the obstacles undocumented students face as well

as o�er ways to support and embrace their cultures.

Dream Week will run from March 22-26, with all events occurring from 7-8:15 p.m. on Microsoft Teams with the

exception of Thursday’s event, which will be on Zoom so students can be anonymous on the call if preferred.

Melanie Escue, a committee member of the UndocUnited team, expressed how passionate the team is about creating

a week that will help dispel stereotypes about immigrants.

“The idea behind Dream Week was that we felt that with the change of administration [in the White House] we

needed to do something impactful, we wanted to be a part of changing that anti-immigrant narrative,” she said.

In celebration of Dream Week, UndocUnited is also fundraising money to give one undocumented student a

scholarship. The scholarship application opened in mid-February and closes April 9.

To be eligible for the scholarship, applicants need to be an undocumented undergraduate or graduate student, be

protected under DACA or have a Temporary Protected Status, which is a temporary status given to eligible nationals

of certain countries who are currently residing in the U.S.

UndocUnited has set up a GoFundMe and a Venmo account, @UndocUnited-atUSF, to raise money for the

scholarship. There is no set goal for how much the team wants to raise, but UndocUnited has high hopes they will

give someone in need a chance to gain �nancial stability, according to Escue.

The GoFundMe was launched Jan. 21 and has fundraised over $1,200 as of March 22.
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UndocUnited is planning on continuing Dream Week for years to come, which can grant undocumented students with

this scholarship annually.

Escue said UndocUnited is going against the grain with this scholarship opportunity by making its decisions based on

each students’ story about what makes them unique rather than looking at academic achievements. There will be

several short answer responses on the application that will allow the candidates to elaborate on their life experiences

being undocumented.

“We really want to give these resources to students who really need it, a lot of these students have multiple jobs and

we want to acknowledge that and be considerate of that,” she said.

The week of events will begin Monday at 7 p.m. with a lecture by Tampa immigration attorney Diana Castro about her

experiences of being born and raised in Puerto Rico, moving to Florida, her current work and what in�uenced her to

work in immigration. Castro will be taking questions at the end of the hourlong event.

An “Around the World” showcase on Tuesday will consist of students, faculty and sta� from all three campuses

sharing about their native languages, foods, cultures and music. Individuals who attend will learn about the

di�erences that make each country unique.

“[The Around the World Showcase] is essentially going to be a discussion with students, faculty and sta� from

around the world, so anyone who is not born in the United States [is] going to talk about their country of origin,”

Escue said.

Through the O�ce of Multicultural A�airs (OMA), Wednesday’s events will include a trivia night hosted by

UndocuAlly, a free, three-hour interactive certi�cation program for USF students, faculty and sta� on the

undocumented student experience, federal and state policies and how to be an ally.

The event will provide participants the opportunity to support undocumented students by learning about their lives

as well as test their knowledge on the undocumented student experience.
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Escue said the trivia night will be a friendly competition where students will be able to engage with others and have

the opportunity to win a “swag bag” which will include an assortment of key chains and water bottles provided by

OMA. The swag bags will be mailed out to the winners, according to Escue.

There will also be a Q&A session with Heide Castañeda, an anthropology professor at the College of Arts and Sciences

who created UndocuAlly.

Thursday’s event will be the most personal, according to Escue, as it will allow undocumented students to share their

personal experiences as an immigrant in the U.S.

UndocUnited will host a DACA student panel and each member will speak about their background. There are eight

panelists speaking that have come from all across the world, including Mexico, Peru, Sri Lanka and Thailand,

according to Escue.

During Dream Week’s last day, Beatriz Padilla, interim director of Institute for the Study of Latin America and the

Caribbean (ISLAC), will host a Latin American trivia night to teach attendees about the region’s culture and traditions

through a trivia game.

UndocUnited has been an advocate for undocumented immigrants since 2018 while striving to ensure students have

equal opportunity inside and outside the classroom. Sharon Benito, the president of UndocUnited, decided to bring

this event back to USF since it hasn’t been hosted since 2018. Benito began the plan to revive Dream Week back in

December 2020 and the team began meeting right away, according to Escue.

“We have been planning this endlessly every day, sending out emails, getting people to get involved and fundraising,

and now it is �nally going to happen,” Escue said.

Escue is eager to see the impact Dream Week will make on undocumented students and the USF community.

“Having Dream Week is a way to acknowledge [undocumented students’] obstacles and challenges and hopefully

invite allies to come and be a part of this �ght for their human rights and for them to get support at USF,” Escue said.
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