
• We published our Sustainability Terms of  
 Reference in June 2020, which sets out  
 the purpose, organisation and membership  
 of the Community and University  
 Sustainability Partnership (CUSP) General  
 Board, the University Sustainability   
 Advisory Board (USAB) and the CUSP   
 Executive Board. The CUSP General Board,  
 the CUSP Executive Board and the USAB  
 have been established to progress and  
 embed the sustainability vision of the  
 university. The CUSP General Board has  
 an advisory function to the Deputy  
 President and Registrar through the USAB.

• The Galway Green Labs initiative,  
 established by the Director of the Galway  
 Neuroscience Centre at NUI Galway,  
 led to the SFI CÚRAM Centre laboratory  
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 November 2019.

In the Spotlight

LEARNING AND STUDENTS

University of Sanctuary

NUI Galway has become a designated University 
of Sanctuary, a movement aimed at promoting the 
inclusion of International Protection Applicants, 
refugees and Irish Travellers within the community 
in meaningful ways. As part of our University 
PG�4BODUVBSZ�JOJUJBUJWF�BU�/6*�(BMXBZ�B�TQFDJţD�
University of Sanctuary Scholarship Programme 
was introduced for AY 2019-2020. The scholarship 
programme is designed to increase participation at 
NUI Galway for International Protection Applicants, 
refugees and Irish Travellers and 9 scholarships 
XFSF�PŢFSFE�UISPVHI�UIF�QSPHSBNNF�UIJT�ZFBS�
including 6 undergraduate and 3 postgraduate 
scholarships. For AY2020-2021, the programme will 
be expanded to include 12 full time scholarships. 

RESEARCH
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Now considered the global standard for best 
practices in laboratory sustainability, ‘My Green Lab’ 
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Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education 
(AASHE), the American Energy Society, and the 
International Institute for Sustainable Laboratories. 
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are assessed under up to 14 categories, within 
the broad areas of Energy, Water, Waste and 
Green Chemistry. The achievement of Green Lab 
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was quickly followed by that of the Lambe Institute 
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of all laboratories on-campus as ‘green’ by 2025 
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group for public sector labs, which is collaborating 
on the setting up of an ‘Irish Green Labs’ platform 
that would assist in embedding green lab practices 
within all laboratory sectors across Ireland (Teagasc, 
DAFM, the Marine Institute, Irish Water, State Labs, 
Universities and Institutes of Technology). 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Student volunteering

NUI Galway students are actively volunteering in a 
wide range of campus initiatives, local community 
OPO�QSPţU�PSHBOJTBUJPOT�BOE�XJUI�DBNQVT�
outreach programmes in schools and youth clubs. 
These activities are a valued non-formal learning 
opportunity and include environment, health and 
wellbeing, educational and equality projects. In 
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on their volunteering experience and indicate the 
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indicated that at the core of their volunteering 
work was a focus on SDG 3 – Good Health and 
Wellbeing and SDG 4 – Quality Education.
 

NUI Galway subscribes to a number of national and 
international sustainability related programmes and 
partnerships, for example;

All IRELAND Pollinator Plan

An Taisce Green Flag 

ATHENA Swan 

ENLIGHT University 

Irish Universities Association Sustainability  

Working Group

ISO 50001 Energy Management System 

My Green Lab

SDG Accord 

SEAI Public Sector Partnership Agreement

University of Sanctuary 

NUI Galway becomes a designated University of 

Sanctuary in September 2019


