
Dr. Jessie Barnett spearheaded the Undergraduate Public Health Series at UMR, team-teaches nine public 
health and history courses,  and leads a health-oriented outdoor learning program called 
EcoliteracySCHOOL with a public high school. During her IonE Educators Fellowship, she re-designed  
EcoliteracySCHOOL to increase accessibility and use of media, art, and photography. 
 
Dr. Matt Petersen is a Teaching Assistant Professor Department of Entomology. He serves as an academic 
advisor, and is generally involved in all things related to undergraduate education for the department. 
During his IonE Educators Fellowship, he developed class content on sustainable insect systems, helped 
create a diversity scholarship for the Insect Science Minor, and explored ways to change the way we see 
and think about insects, and what they tell us about sustainability and the health of our planet.  
 
Sheila Williams Ridge is the Co-Director of the Child Development Lab School at the University of 
Minnesota.  She has a bachelor’s degree in biology and a graduate degree in education, as well as experience 
as a business manager and preschool teacher/naturalist. She teaches Nature-Based Learning in Early 
Childhood and Student Teaching in Early Childhood at the University of Minnesota and A Sense of Wonder: 
Nature Education in Early Childhood at Hamline University.  Sheila serves in numerous state and national 
leadership positions in early childhood educaiton, children and nature and environmental educaiton.. She  
is co-author of the book, Nature-Based Learning for Young Children: Anytime, Anywhere, on Any Budget, 
and is passionate about encouraging nature-based play and the lasting developmental benefits of a 
relationship between children and nature. 


