
 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 





 

 



ROBINA CAMPUS TOUR SCRIPT 

Opening statement 

The TAFE Queensland Robina campus is the first vocational education and training 
(VET) campus in Australia, quite possibly the world, designed from the ground up to 
be sustainable in building, fit out, procurement, curriculum, operations and culture. 
Modern design and construction practices have been used throughout to meet 
sustainability ambitions and reduce greenhouse emissions through: 

• Designing the base building cold shell to the standard of a National Australian 
Built Environment Rating System (NABERS) 5-star. 

• 250 solar panels providing renewable energy for the campus. 

• Use of recycled materials and ecological finishes 

• Advanced technology such as sensor activated lighting and LED task lighting 

• Maximising the use of performance solar glass 

• A rainwater harvesting tank feeding an automated irrigation system 

• Learning spaces that are purpose-built but also flexible including multi-
purpose teaching rooms, student spaces and break out areas. 

• Bicycle parks, two bicycle repair stations, skateboard and scooter storage, 
and electric charging stations 

• Minimising waste, recycling and composting. 

Ground Level 

One of the things you will notice as you move through the campus is that every floor 
has a theme. from the ocean on ground level, to the beach on level 1, the earth on 
level 2, through to the canopy of the rainforest on Level 3 and the sky on level 4.  

 Here on our Ground Floor you will experience our “ocean floor level”.  In our atrium 
there is/will be a projection of underwater images on the ceiling above. The journey 
starts from the moment you walk through the doors. You will be immersed into the 
atrium setting with projection of underwater images on the ceiling above. We want 
every person that enters the campus to be struck by the magnificent projected 
images on the ceiling and to immediately feel immersed in a world committed to 
caring for the planet and sustainability. We aim to establish ourselves as the leading 
vocational training institution in the country for its commitment to sustainability and 
ensure that sustainability is built into every aspect of our operations and into all 
courses.  

Here you will find 2 of our commercial businesses – Seed Pod Café and TQ Fitness.  
Behind our café you will find our Barista Studio where students will practice the art of 
superb coffee making. One feature of the Seedpod Café and Greenfields will be the 
i-milk automated milk tap delivery system.  This is the smartest milk dispenser on the 
market. i-milk’s patented design and clever software combine to save us thousands 
of dollars and man hours. Instead of manually pouring milk you simply place a milk 
jug on the dispenser. i-milk recognises the size of the jug and fills it to the level you 
have pre-set. Good for us and good for the environment. 

In the Seedpod Café we will also have a keep cup and container program.  A 
discount will be offered to every keep item brought into the Seedpod café for product 



purchased. The discount is attached to a hot beverage, cold beverage or container 
for food that has been saved from single use.  

Using locally sourced and in-season products is our point of difference. Hydration 
stations are on every floor. 

There are also two learning spaces, a virtual library service, our customer service 
centre, security office and loading dock.   

Normally we wouldn’t highlight our rubbish room, but we also have one of those on 
Ground Level and this will include a Closed Loop Organic Composter Food Waste 
Composting which will be used for all food waste.  It has a 24 hour composting cycle 
with an expected waste volume reduction of 90%.  This should lead to a reduction of 
landfill of approximately 7 tonnes per year whilst also producing approximately 1.5 
tonnes of soil conditioner per year. We are donating this to a local community farm 
Raba Urban - which is 8 Kms from the campus. They will come every week to collect 
the compost.  
 
We are going to have a community garden plot for TQGC Robina at Raba. It will be 
managed from volunteer students and staff. We hope to integrate what we grow with 
a community kitchen concept. 

Also you will notice throughout the campus, the focus on waste separation.  You will 
see separate bins for landfill, 10c refundable recycling items, compostable organics 
and other recycling items.  It is absolutely critical that EVERYONE manages their 
waste responsibility. 

Next to reception, we have  an 8 person Collaboration Room. You will notice a 
feature door and table designed and built with sustainability in mind, using Camphor 
Laurel timber sourced naturally from Murwillumbah &  the surrounding areas. 
Recycled steel legs and resin were also used to construct this table. Camphor laurel 
was introduced into Australia around 1822. It had been planted as a garden 
ornamental throughout Queensland, and while it is an attractive shade tree, it can be 
very destructive to native vegetation. Repurposing it as furniture is an excellent way 
to ensure it is not in the earth, but is able to be reused. 

Internal stairs enabling us to move up to Level 1 easily, but they can also be 
accessed via the lifts. We are encouraging everyone to take the stairs, where 
possible.   

As much as possible we have tried to create an immersive experience for students 
so that the sustainability message is all around them. The senses are stimulated and 
it is created to be fun, informative and interactive.  There are THREE interactive art 
pieces and the first one is to your right as you walk to the lifts. Here you can hold the 
world, the globe in your hands.  

Level 1 

We have now moved to level 1, and the theme for this level is the beach.  Just as our 
beaches are an integral part of our ecosystem, they are also a feature of our new 
campus.  The sound of the waves and the colour scheme is designed to bring a 
feeling of calm and peace.   

On this floor you will find our practical teaching spaces for Hair, Barbering & Beauty, 
known as Natures Escape.  

We are excited to announce our partnership with Sustainable Salons. Together we 
will be contributing to reducing our impact on the planet and supporting local 



communities and charities. Sustainable salons will collect used plastics and salon 
metals to be sold and upcycled into products such as reading glasses and outdoor 
furniture. Proceeds from these sales are donated to charities such as Ozharvest who 
supply food to communities of people in need. Hair is collected and made into hair 
booms as a natural way to clean up oil spills on land and in oceans. This partnership 
has provided Tafe QLD Gold Coast an opportunity to actively contribute to improving 
our impact on the environment, and that it benefits people in our local community 
and supports diversity through employment. 

 
We also have a learning space and group fitness area for Sport and Recreation and 
our gym, that will be used for training and external commercial clients as well. 
 
Level 2 

Level 2 connects us to our Earth and represents sand.  

On this floor you will find  

• Early Childhood area, which include an indoor play area and a simulated 
outdoor play area and large learning space. In the near future we will be 
commencing a community playgroup, where parents can connect through 
play, and to build on the philosophy of community 

• Rooms for delivery of a collection of courses including business, ATP, 
AMEP&SEE  

• Student Lounge  
• Yugambeh Lecture theatre 
• Computer lab 
• Student Breakout booths – a feature of flexible learning delivery and 

collaboration that is being embraced in teaching delivery across courses 
delivered at this campus. These areas allow for the seamless connection and 
collaboration between students who are live on campus and those engaging 
through a virtual environment 

2x 8 person Collaboration rooms that allow for small group breakouts – there are 
large tables in these rooms that have been made entirely out of recycled railway 
sleepers that have been sourced from across Australia from the railway lines 
undergoing refurbishment. The timber sleepers are being replaced with concrete 
sleepers. The timber has been naturally drying for over a 50 year period and 
generally the species is Australian Ironbark which is unbelievably dense and strong. 
The design of these tables changed during construction to minimise any wastage for 
the timber supply available at the time of building. 

• Student Support Services room – used for Counselling and Learning Support 
services 

• Open plan office area and staff lounge  

 

Level 3 

Level 3 is the rainforest canopy, which is designed to encapsulate our hinterland and 
rainforests. 

 



This floor has been designed to be very similar to Level 2 – the largest difference is 
the removal of the theatre, and that space is replaced with two large learning spaces 
and other extra learning spaces  

Level 4  

Here on level 4, the inspiration has come from the sky.  

On this floor you will see our Green Fields Bar and Restaurant where you can see 
stars and sky above.  You will also see our Banquet and Events space– The Anna 
Rose Room. 

On this floor, we have  

• 2 full industrial training kitchens  
• A state of the art demonstration kitchen 
• Banquet kitchen that services the restaurant and events on this floor 
• Learning space 
• Our Cookery, Hospitality and Events students will be actively engaged in 

contributing to, and learning about, the restaurant, café and banquet areas 

Some other key features of level 4 include: 

• Our Indigenous Artwork.  – two artwork pieces have been created for the 
campus and are displayed near The Anna Rose Room.  The creator of the 
work is a local Indigenous artist, Brad Turner. 

• Timber Floors – bar area – features recycled timbers which was re-milled from 
ex redundant power poles.  Once deemed suitable for a single purpose, 
retired power poles are making a fashionable come back within the timber 
industry.  The timber was originally royal cut form premium Australian 
Hardwood species and logs milled from the Southeast Queensland Forest 
region. 

• The timber used for the timber tabletops is an Australian timber called 
Blackbutt. Blackbutt is locally sourced from Northern NSW. It is a very hard 
and termite resistant timber. Specifically, this timber is called B grade due to 
the interesting characteristics including gum veins, knots, insect trails, and 
a larger range of colour variations. A number of our timber furniture pieces 
were created by local company Table Tops that also employs our 
international students 
 

Closing comments that haven’t been captured if you have time: 

On every level we have ensured: 

• Rigorous sustainable procurement practices and examination of supply 
chains to ensure suppliers sourced their products sustainably and ethically 
Sustainable raw materials, energy, resources and recycled products / 
materials were sourced and used for the building and fit out 

• Minimal use of paper 

We also have an Active Transportation plan which encourages and incentivises staff 
and students to use public transportation, bikes, scooters, walk or run to the 
Campus.  The proposal is to build an easy to use web application that disperses 
tokens as a reward for those that follow environmentally friendly forms of travel to 
Robina Campus. 



In our carpark we have our end of trip facilities to encourage everyone to consider 
alternate transport options to campus.  There are toilets, showers and lockers. We 
also have charging stations for electric vehicles and these can be used to not only 
charge the electric TQ vehicles we have leased, but also those belonging to staff and 
students.  We have great bike/scooter facilities including secure storage and repair 
stations.  In addition, through a partnership with LIME bikes, we will have a 
dedicated bike station with 20 -25 bikes available on-site, making the choice for 
alternate transport even easier. 
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