
Green Labs Program 
Checklist Guidance



What is the Green Labs Program?
The Green Labs Program is a collaboration between the Office of 
Sustainability and Environmental Health & Safety with the goal to 
minimize the environmental impact of laboratories, and inspire and 
promote a culture of sustainability in laboratories at NAU. We 
have developed educational information and a checklist for labs to 
complete to become a Certified Green Lab.

As a Certified Green Lab you will have the opportunity to 
cultivate a positive impact on people, planet, and profit, the three 
pillars of sustainability. Sustainable laboratories is a growing field, 
and this program lays out the foundation for your lab to be a leader 
in this field and demonstrate your commitment to sustainability. 

This certification is open to any lab on campus! 



Waste Metrics from EH&S
Fall 2019 semester was spent analyzing EH&S waste data from 2015-2019
The total amount of hazardous and non-hazardous waste generated from labs on campus has been increasing, 
and has averaged 50,766 lbs/yr since 2015.
The costs associated with properly handling the waste has also increased, with an average annual cost of 
$58,364.
Laboratories also contribute to about 9% of NAU’s total energy use, or about 28 million kWh per year.
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Figure 2: Total Invoice Amount Figure 1: Total Waste Generated 



Certification Checklist
4 levels: Bronze, Silver, Gold, and 
Platinum

6 subsections: 

1.0 Green Chemistry

2.0 Water and Waste Reduction

3.0 Procurement and Purchasing

4.0 Energy and Appliances

5.0 Cold Storage

6.0 Engagement

Each subsection has questions with specific asks that 
the lab can mark either yes, no, not applicable, or
pledge. 

Pledge means that they plan to implement this ask.

Not applicable selection does not count against the 
lab, instead it is taken out of consideration to become 
certified.

To complete each level, 75% of the asks need to be 
completed, and marked yes.

Checklist is formatted on an Excel workbook, with 
tabs seen below.
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Asks, formatted 
as questions for 
the lab to answer

Dropdown menu for labs 
to select yes, no, not 
applicable, or pledge in 
response to the questions

This automatically updates 
to “Level 1 Complete!” as 
the lab reaches >75% 
completion of the asks



A point is earned 
by marking yes

Total points are determined by 
the number of asks that can be 
answered, minus any of the asks 
marked not applicable

“More 
Information” 
column will be 
developed 
through the Pilot 
Program as 
needs/questions 
emerge for more 
clarification or 
support

This automatically 
updates to “Level 1 
Complete!” as >75% of 
the asks are completed
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Last Steps…
Once you have completed the checklist, send 
it back to your Green Labs Coordinator with 
the signed Green Labs Program Pledge. 
We look forward to working with you!

Green Labs Coordinator – Sydney Wilson

greenlabs@nau.edu

mailto:greenlabs@nau.edu

