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This policy statement will provide the OFS managers with an effective way to respond to a 
questioning public and improve the facility’s internal decision making process. The policy is 
founded on the principles of IPM to assure the safest and most reliable pest control possible. It 
also will provide procedural guidelines for in-house operations or to create specifications for 
contract pest control. The policy will educate applicators, administrators, and others about 
when and why pesticides are used and when alternative methods can be used. If concerns arise 
regarding the control method applied or its efficacy, the policy will help provide the facility 
manager with guidelines to handle the issue and help document that the Landscape 
Management and Restoration Department has acted responsibly.  

With this manual, staff, students, faculty, and the public will be educated about potential 
university pest problems and the IPM policies and procedures to be used to achieve the desired 
pest management objective. Records of pesticide use, as required by the New Mexico 
Department of Agriculture, shall be maintained at the Landscape Management and Restoration 
Department. In addition, pest monitoring data sheets or other indicators of pest populations 
are to be maintained to verify the need for treatments. Pesticide purchases will be limited to 
the amount anticipated for use during the year. Pesticide storage and disposal shall occur in an 
appropriate, secure site not accessible to students or unauthorized personnel. Pesticide 
applicators must be trained and state-certified in the principles and practices of IPM and must 
follow label regulations and precautions. 

Control techniques in an IPM program extend beyond the application of pesticides to include 
structural and procedural modifications, which will reduce the food, water, harborage, and 
access used by pests. IPM procedures will determine when to control pests and whether or not 
to use physical, cultural, biological, or chemical means. Strategies for managing pest 
populations will be influenced by the pest species and whether or not that species poses a 
significant threat to people, property, or the environment. Non-chemical methods will be 
implements whenever possible. The choice of using a chemical pesticide will be based on a 
review of all available options; cost or staffing consideration alone will not be adequate 
justification for the use of chemical control agents. The full range alternatives, including no 
action, will be considered. When it is determined that a pesticide must be used, the least 
hazardous material will be chosen for application. 

This pest control program is applicable to the NMSU main campus and president’s residence in 
Las Cruces, NM. Grounds maintenance and pest control at these locations are the responsibility 
of the OFS Landscape Management and Restoration Department. 
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Of the time of day, were you monitored, and, if outside, the weather conditions. Be sure to 
write down if you notice any evidence of a pest (see next item). Knowing where, when, and 
what pests are seem on campus will help focus pest control efforts and will be helpful to 
professional pest control operators, Also note, if you know, when a pest control application has 
been made. 

Recognizing- How do you know that a pest is present? The most obvious sign is actually seeing 
it. Secondary signs are any sort of physical evidence (droppings, chew marks, odor, holes in the 
walls, etc.) 

Rating- Determine the level of concern; consider if treatment is even necessary. The mere 
presence of a pest doesn’t necessarily warrant treatment. Only treat a problem if a pest is 
present at an unacceptable level. 

Economic injury is the measure of damage to a structure or plant. Once damage has 
reached a level that exceeds the cost of controlling the pest, control can be considered. 
An example is a termite infestation. 

Aesthetic injury is the capability of a pest to be a nuisance. Aesthetic injury levels are 
subjective. Sometimes, a fairly large pest population can be tolerated while, at other 
times, the presence of a single pest is among individuals. An example is a nest of cooing 
pigeons outside a classroom window. 

Medical injury is considered present if a pest can cause human illness, either directly or 
indirectly. An example of this is Hantavirus, a rodent-transmitted disease. 

Identifying- Positive and accurate identification is needed to make a thorough examination of 
the problem and an appropriate method of control. When pests cannot be located, 
identification must be made from damage, tracks, droppings, or cast skins. Different pest 
biologies and behaviors necessitate different control methods, so identification must be 
accurate to ensure successful control. 

Preparing- Recommendations for eliminating the pest problem should be made only after a site 
inspections has been completed and all the facts surrounding the problem are known. Because 
biological systems are so complex, treatment must integrate several strategies. Rarely will a 
single tactic solve the problem for an extended period. Implementing and IPM program means 
approaching the task with a “whole system” process which involves living and non-living 
components. Humans, the pest, the site, and the treatment are part of an ecosystem; each 
component impacts every other component. Consider the following questions.  

What type of control method is most appropriate? – Pests seek habitats that provide 
basic needs such as air, moisture, food, and shelter. Pest 
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 populations can be prevents or controlled by creating inhospitable environments, by 
removing some of the basic elements which pests need to survive, or by blocking their 
access into buildings. For examples, see “Control Methods” in section III. 

• Cultural control utilizes proper sanitation and maintenance techniques to 
prevent pest establishment. 

• Mechanical control’s goal is pest exclusion through physical barriers or activities. 
• Biological control uses beneficial organisms that prey on pests. 
• Chemical control will be selected only if all other suitable control strategies are 

not fully effective or practical. 

Where should the treatment take place? – Determine the location where a treatment will 
have the greatest effect. 

When should the treatment occur? -  Timing of the treatment is important. There are 
optimal times in a pest’s life cycle when it is most susceptible to a control method. Treating 
at the wrong stage in a pest’s life most likely will be ineffective. 

Is the treatment appropriate? – Ensure that treatment method will be appropriate for the 
pest and the environment. Try to use the most effective method that carries the lowest 
level of risk. Control options should account for the following criteria before being 
implemented.  

• The treatment is the least hazardous to human health and least toxic to non-
target organisms. 

• The method is the least damaging to the general environment. 
• The section is likely to produce the most permanent and most effective 

reduction of the pest. 
• The treatment is the easiest to apply effectively. 
• The material chosen is the least disruptive of natural controls. 
• The method is cost-effective in both the short and long terms. 

Treating – Use all methods, especially pesticides, with care. Follow the application instructions 
exactly. 

If using pesticides, apply them so that direct contact, inhalation of vapors, and access to the 
treated area by others are minimized. One objective of chemical control should be to minimize 
the use of liquid pesticide applications wherever possible. Bait formulations, rather than sprays, 
may be used in some instances, Baits are more target-specific than traditional contrail 
techniques and, in many cases have proven to be more cost-effective over the long term. A 
limited amount of active ingredient is applied in the form of baits and in a limited are; there is 
little odor and no drift. 

The treatment program should include not only what the pest control professional does for the 
client but also what the customer should do in the way of harborage 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































