
Employee Orientation
Sustainability at ESF

1Sue Fassler, Director of Sustainable Operations



Agenda
• ESF snapshot

• Meet the sustainability team

• Key program overview

• Spotlight: Zero waste & circularity 

• Resources for you 

• Questions & discussion
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SUNY ESF Snapshot
● SUNY College of Environmental Science & Forestry

○ Main campus: Syracuse, NY
○ Regional campuses (25,000 acres)

■ Wanakena
■ Newcomb
■ Warrensburg
■ Tully & Lafayette Road
■ Thousand Islands

● ~2,200 students (undergraduate, graduate and Ph.D.)

● 27 undergraduate programs and 49 graduate programs
○ All focused on the environment 





AASHE STARS
• Association for the Advancement of Sustainability 

in Higher Education: Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment & Rating System
• AASHE STARS 

• Transparent, self-reporting framework for colleges 
& universities to measure their sustainability 
performance
• Academics, engagement, operations, 

buildings, planning, innovation

• ESF is 1 of 11 institutions (of 1,095 registered) to 
achieve highest ranking of STARS Platinum



Office of Sustainability Team

Director of Sustainable Operations 
[Director of Sustainability]

Sue Fassler

Energy Manager
Michael Amadori

Sustainability Planning & 
Institutional Alignment Manager

Delaney Demro 

Campus Facility Wellness 
Manager 

Lexi Chipules
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Office of Sustainability Team

Executive Operating Officer
[Chief Sustainability Officer]

Mark Lichtenstein
Sustainability Outreach and 

Engagement Manager 

Rochelle Strassner
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https://www.esf.edu/au/documents/Purchasing%20Policy_NOV-2021-ua.pdf
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https://www.esf.edu/au/documents/green-purchasing-guide-5-12-2022.pdf












17 Ambassadors!!



Virtual Sustainability Tour

TinyURL.com/ESFSustainabilityTour 17

http://tinyurl.com/ESFSustainabilityTour


Mighty Oak Energy Dashboard
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https://buildingos.com/s/SUNYESF/storyboard10913/?chapterId=63043


Social Media

@ESFSustainability
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ESF Engage too!
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● Green Purchasing & Break Free From Plastic Policy

○ Green Purchasing Guide

● Reusable containers

○ Trailhead (Spring 2023), Newcomb & Ranger School

● Reusable menstrual cups and pads

● Reusable plate program 

● Mini bins and compost

● Waste audits

● Class collaboration 

● Centennial Hall move out program 

● SUNY Plastics Elimination Work Group

Key Sustainability Programs
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● EV charging stations 

● Sustainability Pledge

● Student clubs and employment

● Sustainability Ambassadors

● Green Event Certification

● Mighty Oak Energy Dashboard

● Combined heat & power plant (Gateway Center lower level)

● Bee Campus USA

● Student garden

● LEED and WELL

Key Sustainability Programs
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● Pursuing TRUE Precertification 

○ Zero waste program

● Sustainability Action Plan

● Zero Waste Action Plan

● RFP for Virtual Surplus Property Exchange 

● National Wildlife Federation Plastic Reduction Partner Certification

● Completely revamped sustainability website

● Green Office and Green Lab Guide and Certification programs 

Looking Forward
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Zero Waste & Circularity
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“Typical” Climate Change

Current estimated GHG 
emissions by sector 

(CLCPA Draft Scoping Plan)

● Transportation, buildings, renewable energy, open space 

and agriculture/food

○ More, more, more!

● Expensive transition 

● Waste emissions = disposal 
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Linear vs Circular
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● 42% national emissions = entire product lifecycle
○ NYS: 12% of emissions from waste = landfill, 

combustion, wastewater

● NYS: > 70% of municipal waste = discarded products and 
packaging (CLCPA)

● Fossil fuel companies = “Titans of Plastic” 
○ Plastics manufacturing estimated to account >⅓

growth in oil demand by 2030 and 50% by 2050 
(IEA)

○ US plastics industry emits GHG at the same rate as 
116 coal-fired power plants (Beyond Plastics)

Case “for” Consumption

https://www.ehn.org/the-titans-of-plastic-2657986993.html
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Case “for” Consumption
● Believe in climate change not necessary

○ Waste can be seen and changed at the individual level

● Environmental justice 

● Reuse is a job creator (Finger Lakes Reuse) 

● 1% “stuff” bought is still used 6 months after purchase 
(Story of Stuff)

● Consumption is currently celebrated and encouraged 
○ To question it is taboo 
○ This is starting to change!



Zero Waste & Circularity Goals 

90% Diversion 
Recycling & Compost

90% 
Reduction 

Material sent to landfill 
& incineration/WTE



90% DIVERSION FROM LANDFILL AND 
INCINERATION
By 2025 | 2018 baseline

90% REDUCTION IN MATERIAL SENT TO LANDFILL & 
INCINERATION
By 2025 | 2018 baseline

SYRACUSE CAMPUS: 50.42% DIVERSION
2022 to date | Compared to 34% in 2018

30%* REDUCTION IN MATERIAL TO LANDFILL & 
INCINERATION 
2022 to date | Compared to 2018 baseline (estimated weight)

Zero Waste Goals 
& Progress
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41,840 lbs!!!



Resources
• Sustainability website
• ESF AASHE STARS Platinum report
• Sustainable Events Program (Guide and Form)
• Virtual Sustainability Tour
• Reusable Plate Program (Policy, Calendar, Request Form, Return 

Form)
• Green Purchasing & Break Free From Plastic Policy
• Green Purchasing Guide
• Sustainability Ambassadors 
• Sustainability Pledge 
• Reusable menstrual product request
• Mighty Oak Energy Dashboard
• Sustainability Project Proposal form 

https://www.esf.edu/sustainability/
https://reports.aashe.org/institutions/state-university-of-new-york-college-of-environmental-science-and-forestry-ny/report/2021-03-05/
https://www.esf.edu/sustainability/documents/sustainable_event_guide_ua.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hNl_I6nEXv3lO9rRp5a5mi4HPR_cI4WdKiXdgy897e4/edit#gid=1385371153
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5758bb69824a49db948c602acddfc484
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pLAcevA4xNug6fQSrba6bb-c7SThxrwY/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UphmVWI4s56ef6nxMAChTOGOF-_6W4JlCZEnKgY0gP0/edit#gid=822570099
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AqR4Qp4auU6EFP-1Wl_PHninW1-YcAVGuS_f7bTrjlhURVdTUTkxQkVBV0YxMlZKU0tSSEFSNFhOTCQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/pages/designpagev2.aspx?lang=en-US&origin=OfficeDotCom&route=Start&subpage=design&id=AqR4Qp4auU6EFP-1Wl_PHninW1-YcAVGuS_f7bTrjlhUODJDRjIzMkxUUTFQS0k4Q0E4WVJHOE8yTiQlQCN0PWcu&topview=Preview
https://www.esf.edu/au/documents/Purchasing%20Policy_NOV-2021-ua.pdf
https://www.esf.edu/au/documents/green-purchasing-guide-5-12-2022.pdf
https://www.esf.edu/sustainability/assets/documents/sustainability-ambassadors-guide.pdf
https://www.esf.edu/sustainability/assets/documents/ESFSustainabilityPledge1012v3_FINAL-ua.pdf
https://esf.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_56gVuInb084lw1v
https://buildingos.com/s/SUNYESF/storyboard10913/?chapterId=63043
https://esf.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eJ3YjHCdFGUM5P7
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Let’s talk!

Sue: scfassle@esf.edu
General: sustainability@esf.edu

mailto:scfassle@esf.edu
mailto:sustainability@esf.edu
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