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May 24, 2017


RE:  United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU-IAS)
        Global Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) Service Center 
        Atlanta, Georgia


Dear UNU-IAS RCE Selection Committee: 

Agnes Scott College strongly endorses the application for a Global Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) Service Center to be located in Atlanta, Georgia. Agnes Scott strives to serve as a regional and national model of climate leadership and environmental sustainability by integrating sustainability into the college’s mission to educate women to think deeply, live honorably, and engage the social and intellectual challenges of their time. As such, we are a partner in the cross-sector collaborative in the Atlanta region that is seeking recognition from the UNU-IAS as a Regional Center of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development. 

Agnes Scott College has become an increasingly active and recognized sustainability leader over the past decade. As a charter signatory in Second Nature’s Climate Leadership Commitment, we are part of a network of over 600 college and university presidents and chancellors who have committed their institutions to take bold and catalytic climate actions. These Climate Leadership Commitments are a key driving force for transformative change on our campus, and provide experience that we can share through the RCE if it is located in metro Atlanta. 

As part of our Climate Leadership Commitment we have:
· Set a goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2037, with emissions reduced by 20 percent to date;
· Committed to creating benchmarks for increasing climate resilience on campus and in the surrounding community;
· Pioneered the use of renewable energy among non-profit institutions in our region by installing a quarter megawatt of solar power and two geothermal HVAC systems on campus;
· Promoted energy efficiency through the college’s innovative Green Revolving Fund, which has raised $1 million to date from donors and invested these funds in energy efficiency projects, with savings revolved back into the fund to provide an ongoing investment fund for efficiency;
· Ensured that the equity, economics and the environment are considered simultaneously in our sustainability programming; 
· Integrated sustainability, carbon neutrality and climate resilience into the curriculum and other educational experiences for all students and incorporated the themes of climate change, climate leadership and sustainable development within SUMMIT, the college’s new program which provides every student with a core curriculum focused on global learning and leadership development;
· Created opportunities for sustainability research, teaching, and practice in order to educate and inspire the next generation of climate leaders;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Coordinated with government agencies, non-profits, corporations and foundations to promote sustainability, climate leadership, energy efficiency and education through partnerships with: Emory University, Georgia Tech Research Institute, the City of Decatur, Oak Ridge National Labs, Southface Energy Institute, and the Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta Grants to Green initiative.
Agnes Scott is committed to providing staff and faculty expertise and support for the RCE, if Atlanta is chosen as the site. We know that the RCE will in turn provide the college with strategic opportunities to cultivate thoughtful global citizenship and inspire our students to be leaders in sustainable development. We look forward to participating in this collaboration, and we greatly appreciate your consideration of the Atlanta region’s application. 
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Elizabeth Kiss
President
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