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White House Climate Leadership Pledge 
Agnes Scott College

As institutions of higher education, we applaud the progress already made to promote clean energy and climate action as we seek a comprehensive, ambitious agreement at the upcoming United Nations Climate Negotiations in Paris. Although we are optimistic that world leaders will reach an agreement to secure a transition to a low-carbon future, we recognize the urgent need to act now to avoid irreversible costs to our global community’s economic prosperity and public health. Today our school pledges to accelerate the transition to low-carbon energy while enhancing sustainable and resilient practices across our campuses.   
 
We put forth our pledge as follows:

College/University:  Agnes Scott College

As a signatory in Second Nature’s Climate Leadership Commitment, Agnes Scott College is part of a robust network of over 600 college and university presidents and chancellors who have committed their institutions to take bold and catalytic climate actions. These Climate Leadership Commitments are a key driving force for transformative change on our campus. As part of our Commitment we will:
· Achieve carbon neutrality by 2037 and create thresholds for increasing climate resilience 
· Make carbon neutrality and climate resilience a part of the curriculum and other educational experiences for all students and incorporate the theme of climate change and climate leadership within SUMMIT, which provides every student with a core curriculum focused on global learning and leadership development;
· Educate and inspire the next generation of climate leaders by creating opportunities for sustainability research, teaching and practice.
· Expand the use of solar energy in our region as we have done by partnering with Georgia Power and private investors to install five photovoltaic solar arrays on our campus generating a quarter Megawatt of clean solar power, enough to meet the needs of 31 average U.S. homes and representing the largest rooftop solar installation of any non-profit in Georgia and the first non-profit partnership with Georgia Power’s Advanced Solar Initiative.  
· Use other clean and efficient energy systems and sources such as the hybrid geothermal HVAC system installed as part of the renovation of the college’s 52,000 square foot John Bulow Campbell Hall into a LEED-Gold living/learning facility in 2014;
· Promote energy efficiency through the college’s Green Revolving Fund, which has raised $1 million from donors to invest in efficiency projects, with savings revolved back into the fund to provide an ongoing investment fund for efficiency;
· Require that all new construction and major renovation projects on campus be designed to meet LEED-Silver or higher certification as mandated by policy approved by the Agnes Scott College Board of Trustees;
· Partner with government agencies, non-profits, corporations and foundations to promote climate leadership, energy efficiency and sustainability education, as we have done through partnerships with the City of Decatur, Oak Ridge National Labs, Southface Energy, the Community Foundation of Greater Atlanta Grants to Green initiative, and others.



________________________
Elizabeth Kiss

________________________
President, Agnes Scott College

________________________
Date
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