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The University of Calgary has opened a new public
interest law clinic, offering pro bono legal services
and providing law students valuable work
experience.
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Thanks to a $1-million donation from the Peacock Family Foundation, the
Faculty of Law hopes to provide the free service for the public good,
facilitating easier access to justice for the vulnerable and for those who
cannot afford it.

“I am so excited, and feel so privileged to be part of this,” said Molly Naber-
Sykes, executive director of the clinic.

“We've had such huge issues in this province in terms of helping the
voiceless and the vulnerable. And this will really help fill that need.”

Along with Naber-Sykes, U of C law professors and students will work
together to provide representation in the areas of public health, human
rights, equality and environmental law.

In addition, research done in the clinic with policy-makers will contribute to
advocating for law reform across the province.

Starting out “small and smart,” Naber-Sykes said the clinic will begin work in
January, putting eight law students on one to two cases involving large
groups of people.

She explained that most pro bono legal services in the city work with
individual clients, so serving groups, such as farm workers or inmates, will
be beneficial.

Naber-Sykes, who was a prosecutor with the Law Society of Alberta and has
taught trial advocacy courses for both the Faculty of Law and the Legal
Education Society of Alberta, has a wealth of experience as a lawyer and
partner in a Calgary law firm.

Law students will work in the clinic on precedent-setting cases affecting
Alberta’s vulnerable communities and the environment, allowing them to
learn public interest advocacy and litigation skills.

While they won't yet be qualified to give legal advice or appear in court on
behalf of clients, Naber-Sykes explained she will support them in those
areas.

“They will still be able to work with clients, do research on their behalf,
educate them, and provide them with information they need.”
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At the end of the day, she hopes the clinic will inspire a new generation of
young lawyers to work pro bono for the greater good in Alberta and beyond.
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Comments

We encourage all readers to share their views on our articles and blog posts. We are committed to maintaining a lively but civil forum for
discussion, so we ask you to avoid personal attacks, and please keep your comments relevant and respectful. If you encounter a comment
that is abusive, click the "X" in the upper right corner of the comment box to report spam or abuse. We are using Facebook commenting.
Visit our FAQ page (http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/story.html?id=7195492) for more information.
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Ellie Walker

Thanks to the Peacock Family Foundation.

Please help the million plus Condo Owners in Alberta that have been taken over by unregulated
condo property mismanagement companies since 2001. Condo Owners have no recourse and

advised to hire lawyers and go to court against this multi million dollar third party monopoly and

corruption holding Condo Owners responsible.

This Condo Property Management Gang running an AGM Circuit in Calgary are not qualified,
licensed or educated to run multimillion dollar Condo Corporations, insurance, or financials. Their
incompetence and mismanagement should be th... See More
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P‘ Florin Carabat - Calgary, Alberta
not a bad idea **

Like - Reply - Nov 17,2015 9:52pm

~ == Wael Badawy - Founder at Win Your Brand.

1&° This is a great initiatives. it is inline with www.standforyourself.com - Thanks for the Peacock
Foundation for such support.

Like - Reply - 1-Nov 17,2015 9:42pm
Zoe Quinn - Calgary, Alberta
& Great idea; kudos to the Peacock Foundation for supporting this much needed cause!
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