
Honoring Northside neighbors

The Chapel Hill community will celebrate

the first year of the Northside
Neighborhood Initiative 11 a.m. -12:30
p.m. Sept. 29 at the Hargraves Recreation
Center. Heels for Homes will be one of
several community projects highlighted at
the public event. All are welcome to

attend.
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On Aug. 27, Dorsett Alston and UNC Habitat steering committee members Karen Fowler (middle) and Maggie Helms
(right), apply adhesive to floor joints for the Habitat duplex at 504 Whitaker St. in Northside. Alston is a friend of
Barbara Whitmore, who will live in one of the units; Odessa Wilson and her daughter, Jocelyn, will live in the other
unit. Photo by Alex Mitchell.

Heels for Homes project seeks to build 10 Habitat homes in Northside community during

the coming year.

The Northside community – 188 acres north of Rosemary and west of Columbia streets – has long been the largest
African-American community in Chapel Hill.

Originally called Potters Field, it was established more than 100 years ago as a home within easy walking distance
of campus for University employees, workers who built the stone walls that surround the campus and hauled water
from the Old Well to student dorms.

The jobs have changed over the years, but that fundamental tie between the residents of Northside with the
University has not. Northside residents continue to work at the University today. Now, thanks to a new project with
the UNC Habitat student club and Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, members of the Carolina community will
be going to work with the people of Northside in the coming year.

Heels for Homes seeks to build as many as 10 homes in Northside and
complete repairs to 25 existing homes, said Susan Levy, Habitat for
Humanity’s executive director.

The project, Levy said, is part of a broader, grassroots effort to
strengthen the ties between the University and the neighborhood,
which received a huge boost a year ago with the launch of the
Northside Neighborhood Initiative.

Partnering with the town of Chapel Hill and two local nonprofits
(Self-Help, a Durham-based community developer, and the Jackson
Center for Saving and Making History) Carolina made a $3 million, 10-year, no-interest loan that provided funding
to establish a “land bank” as properties in Northside became available.

Several of the properties acquired for Heels for Homes were made available as a result of that initiative, Levy said.
The town of Chapel Hill donated several other properties, and Habitat acquired several properties on its own.

“It has really been a wonderful collaboration between the people of Northside and a growing list of community
partners,” Levy said. “I get goose bumps thinking about it.”

These current or retired employees who work at the University and have ties to the neighborhood have been
approved for Habitat homes:

■ Odessa Wilson, who is now retired, spent her career in physical, occupational and speech therapy at Carolina
while living in Northside. Wilson lives with her daughter, Jocelyn, in an apartment that is too small for Jocelyn’s
wheelchair.

■ Poe Htoo and Eh Paw, housekeepers at The Carolina Inn, live in Northside with their three children. Both Poe
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Htoo and Eh Paw fled from Myanmar to escape political persecution. They met in a refugee camp in Thailand while
picking corn.

■ Barbara Whitmore grew up in Northside and retired from UNC Health Care after working 30 years as a
switchboard operator. She is excited about moving out of an apartment and into a home where she can decorate,
paint and hang up pictures.

■ Nan Say The Hler Aung and Saw Ae Htee Kung Aung work as chefs for Carolina Dining Services. The
Malaysian couple and their four children currently live in a small, three-bedroom apartment in Northside.

■ Valinda Baldwin has worked at Carolina Dining Services the past three years. Baldwin’s family has lived in
Northside for generations, and she is excited about moving back with her two children.

■ Thein Oo has worked as a housekeeper at UNC for four years. He and his wife, Lew Eh Paw, are from Myanmar
and met at a refugee camp in Thailand. They have two children, 5-year-old Chit Ku Oo and 1-year-old Chit Su Oo.

UNC Habitat chair, senior Alex Mitchell, is leading the effort to engage the entire campus. There are many ways that
individuals, student groups, staff and faculty can get involved with this exciting project, but the two greatest needs
are fundraising and volunteering.

The goal is to raise $500,000 to pay for construction materials and sub-contractor labor. A school or department can
become “champions” for the project at three different levels: $50,000 for the Old Well level; $25,000 for the Bell
Tower level; and $10,000 for the Rameses level.

Volunteers are also needed to build the homes. Each home takes about 16 weeks to build.

Levy said the project also will serve as a way to engage the University community with a neighborhood that has
such a deep, historic connection to the campus.

“The idea is to bring people together, as Habitat always does,” Levy said. “This is just a great way for people who
work at the University and who live in Chapel Hill who may not have been exposed to this amazing neighborhood to
make a connection – and make a difference, not only for those families who will be getting homes, but for the entire
neighborhood.”

SHARE ON

By Gary Moss, Gazette

© 2017 The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill | University Operator: 919.962.2211 | 

Building on history – University Gazette http://gazette.unc.edu/2016/09/13/building-on-history/

2 of 2 4/3/2017 10:19 AM


