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Global 

1. What is the most valid definition of sustainability? Rephrase for multiple options 
a. A balance between environmental, social, and economic issues. 
b. Meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs. 
c. Working to resolve conflicts regarding environmental justice. 
d. All the above. 
e. Not sure. 

 

Environmental Protection Agency. N.d. Sustainability. https://www.epa.gov/sustainability 

 

2. Which human activity removes the most renewable freshwater resources worldwide? 
a. Industries 
b. Municipalities (including domestic) 
c. Agriculture 
d. The water that evaporates from artificial lakes or reservoirs associated with dams. 
e. Not sure 

 

UNESCO. 2016. The United Nations world water development report, 2016: water and jobs: 

facts and figures. https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000244041 

 

3. Which of the following statements about food waste is NOT true? 
a. The amount of food produced in the world is not sufficient to feed the entire 

population: it is inevitable that nearly a billion people suffer from hunger. 
b. Food losses are a waste of manpower, water, energy, land and other resources used 

in the production in these foods. 
c. Food is lost or wasted throughout the entire food consumption cycle, from the initial 

stage of production to the final stage of household consumption. 
d. Up to one third of the food produced in the world is spoiled or wasted before being 

consumed by households. 
e. Not sure 

 

World Economic Forum. 2016. The world produces enough food to feed everyone. So why do 

people go hungry? https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/07/the-world-produces-enough-food-

to-feed-everyone-so-why-do-people-go-hungry 

 

4. In the past 100 years global temperatures have increased approximately… 

a. 0.0 F 

b. 1.0 F 

c. 2.0 F 

d. 3.0 F 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000244041
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/07/the-world-produces-enough-food-to-feed-everyone-so-why-do-people-go-hungry
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/07/the-world-produces-enough-food-to-feed-everyone-so-why-do-people-go-hungry


e. Not sure 
 

NASA. 2009. The ups and downs of global warming. 

https://www.nasa.gov/topics/earth/features/upsDownsGlobalWarming.html 

 

5. The Greenhouse Effect refers to… 
a. Plants growing inside a contained room 
b. Dark surfaces warming on a sunny day 
c. The trapping of the sun’s warmth in a planets lower atmosphere 
d. Higher risk of sunburn  
e. Not sure 

 

Australian Government: Department of the Environment and Energy. N.d. Greenhouse effect. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/climate-science-data/climate-

science/greenhouse-effect 

 

National 

6. How is most of the electricity in the US generated? 
a. Nuclear power 
b. Solar power 
c. Burning gas, coal or wood 
d. Hydroelectric dams 
e. Not sure 

 

U.S. Energy Information Administration. 2018. U.S. energy facts. 

https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/?page=us_energy_home 

 

7. What is the name for the U.S. government agency that oversees environmental 
protection? 
a. Environmental Health Agency 
b. Green Party 
c. Environmental Protection Agency 
d. Marine Conservation Society 
e. Not sure 

 

Environmental Protection Agency. N.d. Our mission and what we do. 

https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/our-mission-and-what-we-do 

 

8. What is the main cause for endangered species in the U.S.? 
a. Habitat loss 
b. Pollution 
c. Hunting 
d. Invasive species 
e. Not sure 

 

https://www.nasa.gov/topics/earth/features/upsDownsGlobalWarming.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/climate-science-data/climate-science/greenhouse-effect
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/climate-science-data/climate-science/greenhouse-effect
https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/?page=us_energy_home
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/our-mission-and-what-we-do


Rutledge et al. 2011. Endangered species. National Geographic. 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/endangered-species/ 

 

9. How much water did the US use per day in 2015? 
a. 32,200 
b. 322,000 
c. 322,000,000 
d. 322,000,000,000 
e. Not sure 

 
Center for Sustainable Systems, University of Michigan. 2018. U.S. environmental footprint 
factsheet. http://css.umich.edu/factsheets/us-environmental-footprint-factsheet 
 

Connecticut and Hartford 
10. How is most of the electricity in Connecticut produced? 

a. Natural gas powered 
b. Nuclear powered 
c. Solar powered 
d. Wind powered  
e. Not sure 

 

Popovich, N. 2018. How does your state make electricity? New York Times. 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/12/24/climate/how-electricity-generation-changed-in-

your-state.html 

 

11. How does Hartford dispose of its non-recyclable waste? 
a. It is processed through a waste-to-energy plant 
b. It is buried in a landfill 
c. It is shipped to china 
d. All the above 
e. Not sure 

 

Materials Innovation and Recycling Authority (MIRA). The resource recovery facility. 

http://www.ctmira.org/resource-recovery-facility/  

 

12. Which of the following items can be recycled in Connecticut? 
a. Styrofoam 
b. Paper cups 
c. Greasy pizza boxes 
d. Milk cartons 
e. Not sure 

 

Recycle CT Foundation. 2018. Can I recycle it? http://www.recyclect.com 

 

13. The City of Hartford has a sustainability coordinator. 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/endangered-species/
http://css.umich.edu/factsheets/us-environmental-footprint-factsheet
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/12/24/climate/how-electricity-generation-changed-in-your-state.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/12/24/climate/how-electricity-generation-changed-in-your-state.html
http://www.ctmira.org/resource-recovery-facility/
http://www.recyclect.com/


a. True 
b. False 

 

Climate Stewardship Initiative. 2017. City of Hartford Office of Sustainability. 

https://hartfordclimate.org/sustainabilityoffice/ 

 

14. Which organization/agency is responsible for protecting the Connecticut River? 
a. Environmental Protection Agency 
b. Connecticut River Conservancy  
c. Connecticut River Watershed Council 
d. All the above 
e. Not sure 

 

Connecticut River Conservancy. 2019. https://www.ctriver.org 

 

15. How much CO2 did Connecticut emit in 2016? 
a. 11 million metric tons 
b. 21 million metric tons 
c. 31 million metric tons 
d. 41 million metric tons 
e. Not sure 

 

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection. 2016. Connecticut Greenhouse 

Gas Emissions Inventory. 

https://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/climatechange/publications/ct_2016_ghg_inventory.pdf 

 

Trinity College 

16. How is Trinity College’s electricity generated? 
a. Trinity’s fuel cell 
b. Trinity’s solar panels 
c. Eversource energy provider (natural gas, oil, and coal) 
d. All the above 
e. Not sure 

Eversource. https://www.eversource.com/content/nh/about/projects-

infrastructure/projects/renewable-generation 

 

17. How much electricity does Trinity consume per year? 
a. 19 million kilo watts per hour 
b. 52 million kilo watts per hour 
c. 7 million kilo watts per hour 
d. 1 million kilo watts per hour 
e. Not sure 

Trinity College. 2019. Climate Change and Energy. 

https://www.trincoll.edu/sustainability/climate-change/ 

 

https://hartfordclimate.org/sustainabilityoffice/
https://www.ctriver.org/
https://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/climatechange/publications/ct_2016_ghg_inventory.pdf
https://www.eversource.com/content/nh/about/projects-infrastructure/projects/renewable-generation
https://www.eversource.com/content/nh/about/projects-infrastructure/projects/renewable-generation


 

18. What organization picks up Trinity’s compost? 
a. Curbside Compost 
b. Plant & Garden World 
c. Harvest New England 
d. Blue Earth Compost 
e. Not sure 

 

Trinity College. 2019. Waste Management. https://www.trincoll.edu/sustainability/waste-

management/ 

 

19. Who is Trinity’s sustainability coordinator? 
a. Joe Barber 
b. Romulus Perez 
c. Rosangelica Rodriguez  
d. Dr. Christophe Geiss 
e. Not sure 

 

Trinity College. 2019. Sustainability Committee. 

https://www.trincoll.edu/sustainability/sustainability-committee/ 

 

20. Which items in Mather dining hall CANNOT be composted? 
a. Plastic wrappers 
b. Disposable cutlery 
c. Wax paper cups/bowls 
d. All the above 
e. Not sure 

 

Trinity College. 2019. Waste Management. https://www.trincoll.edu/sustainability/waste-

management/ 

 

 


