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February 12, 2021

STARS Steering Committee
Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education
213 ½ North Limestone
Lexington, KY 40507

Dear STARS Steering Committee:

Lehigh University is deeply committed to institutionalizing sustainability throughout the university.  Our sustainability efforts are intentional and inventive. The teaching, research and service enacted by members of our campus community contribute to a deeper understanding of our environment and of our responsibilities to it. The methods with which we manage our daily operations reflect the integration of just, equitable, and economically and environmentally responsible solutions into our internal practices. Campus-community partnerships foster a culture that supports sustainability efforts both here on South Mountain and beyond.  As you review our report, you will find the data reflects our commitment and progress. We embrace our obligation to create a campus that merges environmentally responsible solutions with just and equitable practices.  

As president  of Lehigh University, I am confident our score accurately represents the sustainability efforts and values of Lehigh University from July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020.  

Sincerely,
[image: C:\Users\Donna\Dropbox\JDSshare\Correspondence-Communications\Correspondence from JDS\JDS digital signatures-letterhead\Simon_John_signature_300dpi_.jpg]
John D. Simon
President, Lehigh University
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Climate Commitment.

Diversity Commitments Lehigh University has made great strides over the years to weave

Strategic Plan sustainability into our academic and operational processes. In April 2012,
Sustainability Plan Lehigh University adopted its first Campus Sustainability Plan. In May
2016, Lehigh adopted its Campus Sustainability Plan 2020 to advance the

integration of environmental stewardship, social equity, and economic

Sustainability Tracking,
Assessment & Rating System

responsibility into our intellectual footprint.

FOCUS AREAS
CAMPUS Lehigh's Sustainability Plan is an interdisciplinary and interdepartmental
PROGRAMS SUSTAINABILITY . . PR,
PLAN effort that establishes a long-term vision for sustainability with
EVENTS MMM meaningful short and intermediate-term goals. The plan builds upon our

past accomplishments and continues to support the university’s goal of

ACADEMICS &RESEARCH integrating sustainability into our administrative, academic and operational processes. The plan has
RESOURCES been divided into four consumable sections, and each area of focus has been given an icon. While each
section represents a specific measurable goal, they are all interrelated and reinforce Lehigh's overall

commitment to sustainability.

By staying committed to integrating sustainability throughout the university, Lehigh strives to create a
campus that merges environmentally responsible solutions with equitable community practices.
Through institutional policies and programs that integrate sustainability into work, research and
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STARS Overview

The Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating
System™ (STARS®) is a transparent, self-
reporting framework for colleges and universities
to measure their sustainability performance.
STARS is intended to engage and recognize the
full spectrum of colleges and universities—from
community colleges to research universities, and
from institutions just starting their sustainability
programs to long-time campus sustainability
leaders. STARS encompasses long-term sustainability goals for already high-achieving institutions as well as entry points of recognition for
institutions that are taking first steps toward sustainability.

STARS is designed to.

"STARS is a tremendous opportunity for FSU to grow its sustainability initiative in a
more focused, informed way, with analysis and feedback in place to direct our
efforts. It will help our university better determine how we're doing with
sustainability, and pinpoint areas where we can improve.”

- Jonathan Gibralter, president, Frostburg State University

« Provide a framework for understanding sustainability in all sectors of higher education.

« Enable meaningful comparisons over time and across institutions using a common set of measurements developed with broad participation
from the international campus sustainability community.

+ Create incentives for continual improvement toward sustainability
« Facilitate information sharing about higher education sustainability practices and performance.
+ Build a stronger, more diverse campus sustainability community.
Credits & Recognition
STARS is composed up of credits that span the breadith of higher education sustainability and include performance indicators and criteria
organized into four categories: Academics, Engagement, Operations, and Planning & Administration (see the STARS Technical Manual for

details). An institution may pursue credits that are applicable to its particular context and earn points toward a STARS Bronze, Silver, Gold or
Platinum rating or to earn recognition as a STARS Reporter.
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