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Michigan Collegiate Voting Challenge 2020 winners
announced

NOVEMBER 9, 2021

Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson today congratulated the winners of the Michigan Collegiate
Voting Challenge, a nonpartisan competition between higher education institutions committed to
increasing voter participation and engagement on campus. The six schools receiving awards were
honored during a special virtual recognition ceremony.

"Young people voted across the state in 2020, helping to set new turnout records for voters on both
sides of the aisle," said Benson. "I congratulate all the universities that participated in this historic
and nonpartisan success. By educating citizens on their voting rights and encouraging them to
participate in our elections, they have strengthened our democracy."

Thirty-five campuses participated in the 2020 challenge, and awards were given to 4-year and
2-year institutions in three categories: highest campus voter turnout, most improved campus voter
turnout and highest student voter registration rate. Awards were based on student voter
participation in the November 2020 election, using data from the National Study of Learning,
Voting and Engagement (NSLVE) reports for each campus generated by the Institute for
Democracy and Higher Education at Tufts University.

Awards were given to:

Delta College-Highest Voter Registration, 2-year award
University of Michigan-Flint-Highest Voter Registration, 4-year award
Lansing Community College-Most Improved Voter Turnout, 2-year award
Michigan State University-Most Improved Voter Turnout, 4-year award
Muskegon Community College-Highest Voter Turnout, 2-year award
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor-Highest Voter Turnout, 4-year award

In addition to the six awards, two schools were honored for the Best Action Plans to increase
student engagement on campus:

Delta College-Best Action Plan, 2-year award
Grand Valley State University-Best Action Plan, 4-year award

The 2020 Michigan Collegiate Voting Challenge was carried out in collaboration with the ALL IN
Campus Democracy Challenge, a national nonpartisan nonprofit that works in partnership
with numerous local and national nonpartisan organizations in the Students Learn Students Vote
Coalition, which has more than 400 members. Institutions that participated in the 2020 Challenge
were provided free guidance and tools to create an action plan for increasing student engagement
on their campus.

View a complete list of the campuses participating in the 2020 Challenge. To learn more about
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the Michigan Collegiate Voting Challenge, visit Michigan.gov/VotingChallenge, and to learn
more about the ALL IN Challenge, visit allinchallenge.org

# # #
For media questions, contact
Tracy Wimmer at 517-281-1876.

We welcome questions and comments at the Contact the Secretary of State page.

Customers may call the Department of State Information Center to
speak to a customer-service representative at 888-SOS-MICH (767-6424).
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Report shows increase in MSU student voting

Terri Hughes-Lazzell

Michigan State University reported student voting on its campus increased significantly in last
year’s presidential election, rising to 76.6% in 2020, up 24.4% from the 2016 general election and
10% higher than the national student voting rate of 66%.

MSUvote, a nonpartisan campus committee more than 20 years old, works to ensure students
understand their rights, are registered to vote and are informed and educated about candidates and
issues.

“MSUvote emphasizes registration, education and participation in the election process,” said Renee
Brown, director of the MSU Center for Community Engaged Learning and co-chair of MSUvote.
“We are excited to see Spartans are taking advantage of their fundamental right to vote and are
using their voice and their vote at the ballot box.”

MSU first was recognized in 2016 as a Voter-Friendly Campus, a designation the university still
holds today. This year, MSU also was named in Washington Monthly’s 2021 Best Colleges for
Student Voting Honor Roll.

MSUvote co-chair and MSU community liaison Suchitra Webster said that the support of area
partners, including the East Lansing city clerk’s office — which opened a satellite office this fall at
Brody Hall on campus — plays an important role in ensuring students have access to voting
information and resources. MSU also has strong partnerships with the ALL IN Campus Democracy
Challenge, the Campus Vote Project and the Campus Election Engagement Project.

“Our partnerships are increasingly important in helping Spartans understand their voting rights
while they are away at school,” Webster said. “The focus of MSUvote and our local partners is
educating the community, which in turn means they are able to participate in the process.”

The new voting report is part of the National Study of Learning, Voting, and Engagement conducted
by theInstitute for Democracy & Higher Educationat Tufts University’s Tisch College of Civic Life.
The findings show that nationwide, voting rates at participating colleges on average was 66%, up
from 53% in 2016 among campuses in the study.

The institute’s National Study of Learning, Voting and Engagement is the nation’s largest study of
college and university student voting. Institutions must opt into the study, and at this time, nearly
1,200 campuses of all types participate, including community colleges, research universities,
minority-serving and women’s colleges, state universities and private institutions. The dataset
reflects all 50 states and the District of Columbia and includes 49 of the nation’s 50 flagship
schools. The institute uses de-identified student records to ensure student privacy. The 2020
dataset is robust with nearly 8.9 million voting-eligible students representing 1,051 colleges and
universities.

View the full MSU report here.

MSU also joined the Big Ten Voting Challenge in 2017 with the goal to raise the number of
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registered student voters and to get them to the polls.
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