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ANSO/AFST/LAST234: Culture and Identity in the CaribbeanAnthropology & Sociology/Africana Studies/Latin American StudiesX Inclusive x Culture and Identity in the Caribbean offers a study on the diversity and distinctiveness of cultural practices and social relations of the Pan-Caribbean, understood broadly.  Among many themes, we will examine polyrhythms of everyday life of Caribbean people and how these articulate with historic and contemporary experiences of migration – both forced and free – of remembrances and forgetting, of social organization and political economy, and of the affective power of cultural expressions and social identities. Over the course of the term, we will shift vantage points between expressive cultural practices and the broader political economic contexts within which people make sense of their lives and the ways people give meaning to them.  We will foreground this array of perspectives through a series of stories, food, art, essays, films, music, and selected ethnographic case studies.W. Hope
ANSO/ENVS 254: Food Systems Anthropology & Sociology/Env. StudiesX X Focused x This course examines multi-faceted systems that make possible the daily food we eat on the Knox campus and beyond. Through systems thinking and agroecological approaches, we consider the sources of our food, the ways people are socially connected, divided, and organized through food, the labor conditions and environmental consequences of small and large-scale agriculture, and the post-consumer routes of food. Through readings, films, site visits, and hands-on participation, we cover a range of practical, ethical, and logistical challenges and opportunities in our understanding of and engagements with local, regional, and global food systems.W. Hope

ANSO/ENVS256: Examining the Anthropocene Anthropology & Sociology/Environmental StudiesX X X Focused x In the early 21st century, the term Anthropocene emerged to characterize the increasingly extensive effects of human activities that are transforming ecological, geological, and biological processes at global proportions. This class examines the usefulness of the concept for understanding accelerating demands on natural resources and corresponding eco-systemic pressures. We incorporate anthropological insights regarding human-environmental interrelationships and how these inform cultural practices as well as social, political and economic organization. Through ethnographic case studies and the cultivation of our own ‘arts of noticing’, we examine the contested social and political fields in which people around the world are making sense of, adapting to, and engaging contemporary social-ecological transformations.W. Hope
ANSO203: Human Origins Anthropology & Sociology X X Inclusive x Humankind's place in nature, the origins of humanoid traits, the nature of the earliest human societies, and the relation of biology to human behavior are discussed on the basis of current anthropological evidence.J. Wagner
ANSO276: Anthropology of Human Rights Anthropology & Sociology X Inclusive x This course explores the difficulties and opportunities that result from putting anthropology into conversation with human rights and humanitarianism. Human Rights and Humanitarianism are usually premised on a universal model of rights that transcends cultural differences. Anthropology, as the study of human diversity, has had an ambivalent relationship to such universalist claims. By ethnographically exploring medical humanitarianism, grassroots human rights activism, military humanitarianism, and post-conflict justice we seek to interrogate the premises, potentials, pitfalls, and power relations of human rights and humanitarianism. We also seek to articulate how anthropologists can productively contribute to and constructively critique human rights and humanitarian work around the world.J. Rubin
ART/AMST261: American Art, Architecture, and Culture Art History/American Studies Inclusive x This course is a selected overview of the history of American art from the late eighteenth century through the mid-twentieth century with an emphasis on art as part of a larger material culture related to political, socio-economic and intellectual trends. A major concern is the contribution of visual culture to the conceptualization of American national identity in light of changing views associated with nature, labor, race, gender and sexuality. A special topical issue is the influence of American Transcendental and Pragmatist philosophy on the development of artistic styles and themes.G. Gilbert
ART284: The Natural Imagination Art History/Environmental Studies Inclusive x Taught in the natural setting of the Green Oaks Field Station, this course explores visual works of the imagination made in dynamic relationship to nature and community. We will explore the history of individual and collaborative communities, and how those communities shaped and were shaped by their environments. Creative projects will reflect a reciprocity between forming and being formed by nature. Working with diverse concepts: observation, translation and synthesis, students will create visual representations of place using both traditional and non-traditional materials. The culmination of the course will be a site project in a physical setting within Green Oaks. Other creative endeavors are encouraged to complement visual projects such as multimedia presentations incorporating performance, movement, sound and video. S. Allison, T. Gant
BIOL/ENVS317: Principles of Ecology Biology/Environmental StudiesX Inclusive x This course examines the interrelationships between living organisms and the physical and biological factors that surround them. Ecological principles at the level of the individual, population, community and ecosystem are considered. Includes both laboratory and field experiments.S. Allison
BIOL/ENVS319: Conservation Biology Env. Studies X Focused x This course examines a dynamic and rapidly developing field. Conservation biology is the study of factors which influence both the diversity and scarcity of species. In particular, we concentrate on how human activities influence global biodiversity. We also discuss local biodiversity.S. Allison
BIOL110: Inroduction to Evolution, Ecology, and BiodiversityBiology X X X Inclusive x The middle third of this course surveys the diversity of life, but does not actually cover much about the threats to diversity.  The final third of the course is more relevant.  It covers a wide range of topics in ecology, some of which I think are quite relevant to understanding population processes and factors affecting biodiversity, but it is the last two lectures that directly address rarity, extinction and threats to biodiversity.J. Mountjoy
BIOL316: Field Botany Biology X Inclusvie x An examination of the ecology, evolution, and systematics of vascular plants. Emphasis is on the evolutionary relationships and natural history of the flora of Illinois. Extensive laboratory and field work introduce students to methods of plant identification, taxonomy, and botanical field studies.S. Allison
BIOL318: Ornithology Biology X X? (labeled evolution)Inclusive x In this case, during the middle portion of the course when we survey the diversity of birds the specific threats to particular groups of birds and conservation measures are frequently mentioned.  And again, the last couple of lectures are directly on the topic of bird conservation.  (In addition, some but not all of the students choose a conservation related topic for their term paper.)M. Mountjoy
BIOL320: Ethnobotany Biology X Inclusive x Ethnobotany is the study of the interactions of plants and people, including the influence of plants on human culture. In this course, we examine the properties of plants used for food, fiber, and medicine. We examine how plants are used in developed nations and by indigenous peoples. We focus on ethnobotanically important local native plants in labs and in term papers.Stuart Allison
BIOL321: Biology of Fishes Biology/Env. Science X Inclusive x Fish are astoundingly diverse - 33,000 species - over half of vertebrate diversity exists in this group. Despite this diversity, most of us are familiar with just a tiny fraction of the species (e.g. tuna, great white shark, largemouth bass, etc.) and a miniscule proportion of its anatomical diversity. In Biology of Fishes, we will dissect a wide range of fishes of all shapes and sizes, focusing on comparative approaches to understanding functional implications of diversity. We will ask questions such as "why is the mouth of a bass so large whereas a sunfish has a tiny mouth, given their close evolutionary relationships?" and "why are tuna shaped like raindrops?"N. Gidmark alyssa said there's one lecture on global warming/related issues
BUS315: Marketing and Society Business X X Inclusive x Marketing concepts, processes, metrics, and management issues are critically analyzed with regard to business in its interactions with people, stakeholders, government, and society. Topics include: marketing strategy; marketing research; product development, pricing and promotion; market segmentation; supply (value) chain; marketing metrics, international marketing; e-marketing; social media; marketing ethics; sustainability and social responsibility.J. Spitell
ECON/ENVS263: Enviornmental and Natural Resource EconomicsEconomics/Env. Studies X X Inclusive x The course covers the economics of renewable and exhaustible resources, environmental problems and policy responses. Topics include: the economics of air and water pollution control, including the economics of climate change, the economics of recycling, the use of cost-benefit analysis, the 'limits to growth' debate, and philosophical issues in environmental policy making.E. Fair
ECON110: Principles of Microeconomics Economics X X X X X X X Inclusive x Microeconomics examines the behavior of households and businesses in the economy. We use the quantitative tools of economics and contemporary data to better understand the role that markets and economic agents play in real-world issues. Topics include environmental protection, education, immigration, trade, taxes, inequality, market power, and strategic behavior.M. Zidan, R. Stout. A. Upadhyay
ECON240: Marxist Economics Economics X Inclusive x The study of Marxist political economy with attention to: Marxist methodology, historical materialism, Marxist theories of income distribution and economic crisis, and select topics in political economy, such as the determinants of: technical change, the organization of education, and environmental problems.S. Cohn
ECON371: International Trade: Theory and Policy Economics X X Inclusive x This course provides an introduction to traditional and new trade theories to understand the pattern of international trade. It explores trade policy tools (tariffs, quotas, subsidies) used by governments to change the amount and pattern of trade. Controversies surrounding the WTO and the proliferation of bilateral and regional free trade agreements, along with inclusion of non-trade issues (labor, environment, intellectual property rights) are also discussed. M. Zidan
ECON373: Economic Development Economics X Inclusive x Economic development is concerned with raising the standard of living of a majority of a country's population and requires fundamental structural change of the economy and its institutions. This course will examine various theories of economic development, giving special atte3ntion to the role of markets and the government. The course will also cover specific issues and challenges faced by low-income countries in their quest for development including: role of international trade, population growth, agrarian change, and environmental degradation.M. Zidan
ENG/ENVS126: Enviornmental Literature, Film, and the ArtsEnglish/Environmental StudiesX X Inclusive x This course builds on the premise that the natural environment is the "original text" that shapes all other texts, the model for interconnectivity and aesthetics. Selections of literature, film, visual art, and landscape may vary, but will consider the movement's writers, artists, and pressing issues.Barbara Tannert-SmithI ran into Barbara so I asked her about the course content and she said while they discuss environmental issues and mention sustainability, it isn't scientific and doesn't go in depth.
ENG342: Renaissance Literature and Culture English X Inclusive x Explores the crossover between a complex cultural issue from the 16th to 17th centuries and a set of literary and/or dramatic texts from the same period. Topics include: the racialized and gendered body; queer sexuality; travel and cross-cultural interactions; and reexaminations of anatomy and the natural world. Possible authors: Philip Sidney, Christopher Marlowe, Lady Mary Wroth, Elizabeth Cary, John Webster, Margaret Cavendish, and John Milton.R. Biggie
ENVS/PJST265: Food Justice Environmental Studies/Political & Justice StudiesX Focused x This course explores issues of access, equity, and justice in the American food system, with special focus on the topics of food insecurity, fisheries access and consolidation, and agricultural work. The course examines the ways in which the allocation of resources in the food system have disproportionately disadvantaged poor, minority, and immigrant communities. The course asks students to assess the implications of such food systems, positioning their analyses within community, environmental, and workers' rights approaches to social justice. The course's capstone is a community-based research project that identifies structural problems in the food system and devises asset-based solutions to these problems.N. Mink
ENVS101: Introduction to Environmental Studies Env. Studies X X X X X Focused x An overview of both the natural and human components of such environmental issues as climate change, human population growth, and biological diversity. The adequacy of scientific and policy responses to environmental dilemmas is examined in light of current knowledge and research.K. Adelsberger, B. Farrer
ENVS110: Intro to Environmental Policy Env. Studies X X X X Inclusive x This course will examine the policymaking process used for environmental issues in the contemporary U.S. We will begin by looking at the formal structures in place at the local, state, and federal levels, and then we will study the various informal ways that these structures can be manipulated. We will address multiple case studies of particular environmental issues, such as air quality, water quality, agriculture, wilderness preservation, and energy supply. B. Farrer
ENVS125: Environmental Geology Env. Science X X Inclusive x An introduction to the study of the Earth with emphasis on the relationship between humans and the environment as well as geologic hazards. Topics include plate tectonics, volcanism, climate cycling, rock formation, and erosion. Basic rock and mineral identification and an introduction to geologic field methods are included during laboratory periods. K. Adelsberger

ENVS174.1: Urban Agriculture Fall (1/2) Env. Studies X X X Focused x

This course is an introduction to working with farm systems in urban environments. Specifically,we will focus on project-based learning at the Knox farm which includes growing fruits,vegetables, herbs and fungi in open-air gardens, high tunnels and an edible forest garden with an emphasis on regenerative agriculture. The specific learning goals for ENVS 174 help students:
1. demonstrate a practical understanding of Knox farm as a working system
2. work with a variety of techniques and tools used in agriculture in relation to seasonality
3. better understand the importance of the soil food web and its relationship to optimal
health for the plants (and other organisms), people, and the environment
4. explore potential socio-ecological roles of urban farmsK. Hope

ENVS174.2: Urban Agriculture Spring (1/2) Env. Studies X X Focused x

This course is an introduction to working with farm systems in urban environments. Specifically, we will focus on project-based learning at the Knox farm which includes planning seasonal beds in the high tunnels and outdoor gardens, growing and harvesting spring greens and root vegetables from seed, working with herbs and fungi in open-air gardens, and expanding the edible forest garden, with an emphasis on regenerative agriculture. The specific learning goals for ENVS 174 help students:
1. demonstrate a practical understanding of Knox farm as a working system
2. work with a variety of techniques and tools used in agriculture in relation to identifying and implementing more regenerative practices
3. better understand the importance of the soil food web and its relationship to optimal health for the plants (and other organisms), people, and the environment
4. decide how to plan a seasonal garden, choose growing media, grow from seed, companion plant, vermicompost, assess plant nutritional needs, manage pests, and engage local food systems
5. explore potential socio-ecological roles of urban farms.K. Hope

ENVS180: Sustainability: Explorations and OpportunitiesEnv. Studies Focused x A practical introductory course in sustainability. Beginning with a history and overview of the concept of "sustainability," this course mounts an investigation and critique of many of the commonly promoted means to achieving it (i.e., recycling, technology, permaculture, etc.) from both an individual and system perspective. Group projects lead to demonstrations of usable and sustainable products and designs. P. Schwartzman

ENVS228: Environmental Racism Env. Studies X Focused x This course focuses upon issues of environmental quality, and how the cost to human health and access to environmental benefits is often distributed according to race and poverty. Proposals devised by environmental and civil rights groups working within the growing environmental justice movement are also explored. The goal is to help students understand more fully how decisions affecting the health of neighborhoods, regions, and groups of people are made, and what individuals can do about it. The link between environmental issues and past and present discrimination is examined from an interdisciplinary perspective, requiring students to do work in both the natural and social sciences. Fieldwork will also be required. P. Schwartzman, K. Hamilton
ENVS241: Soil Science Env. Studies X Inclusive x An introduction to soils with emphasis on laboratory methods of soil analysis. Topics examined include soil composition and genesis, physical and chemical properties of soil, soil biology and soil conservation. Current issues including environmental quality, agricultural use and soil as a natural resource are also discussed. Students formulate research questions and complete field- and laboratory-based investigations of local soils.K. Adelsberger
ENVS242: Hydrology Env. Studies X Inclusive x An introduction to the hydrologic system with emphasis on water as a resource and the social justice issues associated with potable water access. Course topics include a detailed examination of precipitation, surface water, aquifers and groundwater flow. Students work with mathematical and graphical techniques for hydrologic analysis as well as field and laboratory methods for water monitoring and water quality analysis. K. Adelsberger
ENVS243: Energy Env. Science X X Focused x A scientific examination of energy resources available on planet Earth. Energy forms are understood in terms of technological systems and sustainability. Students gain the necessary scientific background to understand the substantive challenges faced in providing sufficient energy to human civilization without depleting/exhausting natural resources and denigrating the natural environment.P. Schwartzman
ENVS246: Environment and the Apocalypse Env. Studies X Inclusive x In this course we will examine social science theories about the causes and consequences of 'apocalyptic' events. We will focus on nuclear war, climate change, and medical pandemics, studying both how such events could occur, and what the relationships between humanity and the natual world would be after such events. Students willl develop skills of risk analysis, small-group decision-making, and principles of social choice.B. Farrer
ENVS267: National Parks Env. Studies X Focused x U.S. National Parks introduces students to the history and management of the National Park system in the United States. It situates the development of these public lands within trends in nineteenth- and twentieth-century environmental, cultural, and intellectual history. It also uses the National Park system to explore paradigms in U.S. public lands management and, more broadly, natural resource use in the United States.N. Mink
ENVS282: Deep Maps of Place Env. Studies X inclusive x Taught at Knox's Green Oaks Field Station, this course concentrates on the various ways in which place is understood and represented, from scientific measurements of landscape change to individual imagination and cultural memory. One of the course's principle aims is to cultivate an enhanced ability to probe beyond the appearance of place in order to inquire into the rich tapestry of narratives - ranging from the geological and natural processes involved in the formation of place to the mythic, personal, historical and artistic/imaginative narratives. T. Gant, S. Allison
ENVS283: Natural History of Green Oaks Env. Studies X Inclusive x Taught at Knox's Green Oaks Field Station, this course provides students with detailed scientific knowledge and understanding of the main ecological components and relationships within Green Oaks' prairie, forest, and aquatic habitats. Students will learn how to make systematic observations and conduct ecological studies, and they will also examine their own place within the Green Oaks ecosystem. Students will design, carry out and present individual or team research projects. T. Gant, S. Allison
ENVS284: The Natural Imagination Env. Studies X Focused x Taught in the natural setting of the Green Oaks Field Station, this course explores visual works of the imagination made in dynamic relationship to nature and community. We will explore the history of individual and collaborative communities, and how those communities shaped and were shaped by their environments. Creative projects will reflect a reciprocity between forming and being formed by nature. Working with diverse concepts: observation, translation and synthesis, students will create visual representations of place using both traditional and non-traditional materials. The culmination of the course will be a site project in a physical setting within Green Oaks. Other creative endeavors are encouraged to complement visual projects such as multimedia presentations incorporating performance, movement, sound and video.T. Gant, S. Allison
ENVS285: Dynamics of Intentional Community (1/2) Env. Studies X Inclusive x Students in the Green Oaks Term will be involved in the enterprise of forming an effective learning community. Through readings, field trips and discussions examining the processes by which communities reconcile individuality, social harmony and collective goals, this course explores the challenges and practices entailed in the building and maintaining communities. Graded S/U. Prerequisite(s): Acceptance into the Green Oaks Term program; Offered alternate years in the spring; IMMRT. Gant, S. Allison
ENVS360: The Politics of Climate Change Env. Studies X Focused x This course will explore the poltical debate on climate change. Students will examine both the international negotiations and the domestic debates. On the domestic side, students will study the concept of represention and how changes in public opinion on climate change have led to changes in public policy, particularly in the US. On the international side, students will examine the disagreements between industrialized and non-industrialized countries, and how resulting treaties have reflected different ideas of justice, and different political contexts. The course will be centered around social science theories that help us understand the politics of climate change.B. Farrer
GERM320: Advanced Converstaion and Composition German X Inclusive x This course included a unit on green technologies. Students watched videos about recycling practices and technologies in Germany. Students also learned about energy production. Students read about renewable energy in Germany and total energy production, then used this EPA website to compare the energy mix in Germany to the energy mix in their hometown (X% from coal, Y% from wind, %Z from nuclear, etc.) and compared the relative CO2 footprints of these different means of energy production. We then watched a video and discussed an "eco-village" in Germany, in which residents have created a self-sustaining community off the grid.T. Heidt
IS100: Introduction to Globalization International Studies X X Inclusvie x IS 100 introduces students to the structures and processes of globalization. IS 100 is an interdisciplinary course that builds on maps, both concrete and metaphorical, as a means to understand these processes. Vigorous discussion of prominent writings and contemporary examples of globalization will cover physical, environmental, historical, political, economic, social and cultural perspectives on the global system.
PHIL115: Introduction to Philosophy Philosophy X X X X Inclusive x An exploration of the enduring philosophical questions regarding the nature of reality, the existence of the external world, the extent of human freedom, the existence of God, the definition of the Good and its relevance to the moral life, and the principles of social and political organizationW. Young.
PHIL118: Environmental Ethics Philosophy X X Inclusive x An examination of the contested frameworks that govern our environmental policies. Critical questions are: Is there a land ethic? Do animals have rights? Do we have ethical obligations to natural objects? Special attention is given to the major arguments of libertarian, utilitarian, and liberal-pluralist social philosophies and to the policies and practices of contemporary environmental activists.S. Seybold (visiting instructor)
PHIL125: Philosophy and Fantasy Philosophy Focused This course approaches philosophical issues through science fiction. Among the issues discussed are: 1) Is scientific progress human progress? 2) Can machines think? 3) Are thinking machines persons? 4) Can human society be perfected? 5) Does history have an overriding goal for human development? 6) Is human perception relative to human biology? social community? 7) Are social power, scientific practice, exploitation, and the concept of the 'the natural' linked? In other words, is nature a social construct? B. Polite
PHIL142: Philosophy as a Guide to Life Philosophy Inclusive x The goal of this course is a little audacious: to help students become wiser and lead a better life. To achieve this goal, we will explore several traditional philosophical approaches to the question: "What is it to lead a good life?" These may include Confucianism, Daoism, Epicureanism, Stoicism, and Buddhism, among others. Students will "live out" each approach for one or more days, breaking unconscious habits by incorporating philosophical insights into their daily lives and seeing whether they bear any fruit. They will then report back to the class with their observations and experiences.B. Polite
PREC105-1: Challenges of Sustainability Preceptorial X Focused x J. Powers
PS210: Survey of International Relations Political Science X X X Inclusive x Examination of the state system, elements of national power, sources of international conflict, the nature of war and strategy in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, measures to resolve conflicts, and prospects for the future. Additional concerns include "non-political" problems of resource scarcity, over-population and multinational corporations and their impact on third world states.K. Stewart
PS243: Power and Social Justice in Galesburg Political Science X Inclusive x This course uses in-depth study of the Galesburg area to explore issues such as race/ethnic relations, the politics of economic development, poverty policy, and urban sustainability. The emphasis is on active engagement with the local community. Students interact with community leaders and learn to make use of local research resources. Their research papers analyze, and propose solutions to, challenges facing the community. D. Oldfield
MUS 103-1 - Music Around the World. Music x student research student research: One student pursued an independent research project on music and climate activism.)

MUS 335-1 - Seminar in Ethnomusicology. x inclusive x

This course engages recent research in ethnomusicology, imperfectly defined as the social and
cultural study of music. Looking beyond the western classical tradition, we ask: What makes
music meaningful across a wide variety of cultural and geographic contexts? How might
ethnomusicological perspectives help us better understand our own musical worlds? How do
legacies of nationalism and colonialism inform ethnomusicological research, and what might a
better ethnomusicology look like going forward? Case studies include the relationship of music
to religion, gender, ethnicity, disability, and class; music in social movements; circulation and
musical economies; ecomusicology; and various systems for analyzing, cataloging, and notating
world music. Course activities include reading and discussion, listening exercises, fieldwork
practice, and interactive workshops. You will pursue your own research project on an
ethnomusicological topic of your choosing.A. Mathias eco musicology
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