UWMFS Herbicide Guidelines and Procedures 
Introduction

The effects of herbicides go beyond their targeted use in ways that may not be apparent. Herbicides should be considered for the control of invasive plants that threaten the biotic diversity and ecological functions of lands under management by the UWMFS only when cultural and mechanical control measures have proven to be, or likely would be ineffective.  This policy is intended to guide the use of herbicides on lands under management by the UWMFS and to protect the health of UWMFS staff, volunteers, visitors and the environment.  

Procedures for Herbicide Use
1. In keeping with the principles of Integrated Pest Management, herbicides will not be used if other more environmentally benign and effective alternatives are feasible.

2. No herbicide application can be made unless the specific herbicide formulation, herbicide solution, application rate, application method and target organism have been clearly approved by the UWMFS Director or Manager.

3. The UWMFS Director and Manager will maintain and periodically update the list of UWMFS approved herbicides and their uses.

4. No herbicide will be used that is not on the list of UWMFS approved herbicides and their uses.

5. If more than one type of herbicide or method of application for the target organism(s) is included on the list of UWMFS approved herbicides and their uses, then both the effectiveness of the alternative herbicides or methods of application, and the relative risks to UWMFS staff, volunteers, visitors, other non-target organisms and the environment will be considered in selection of herbicide and application method.

6. UWMFS Staff are responsible for procuring and safely storing all herbicides for use on lands under management by the UWMFS.
7. Herbicide label directions will be carefully followed.

8. The lowest effective herbicide concentration for the targeted species and method of application will be used.

9. Protective gear will be worn in compliance with the label directions.

10. Empty herbicide containers must be triple-rinsed prior to disposal or reuse.  To triple-rinse an empty container with a capacity of <5 gallons:
a. Fill the container ¼ full with water and recap.

b. Shake for 10 seconds.

c. Pour rinsate into a properly marked herbicide rinsate container, and use the rinsate as dilutant water for mixing that herbicide to the proper concentration.

d. Drain the container for 10 seconds after the flow begins to drip.

e. Repeat steps a-d two more times.

11. Reused herbicide containers will be clearly re-labeled and used only for short-term storage and transport of herbicide mixtures or rinsate from the original herbicide.

12. To minimize herbicide drift, foliar spray applications will not be made when wind speeds exceed 10 mph.

13. Areas to be treated will be surveyed first to ensure protection of non-target species.  Selective herbicides and/or spot application methods will be used in areas containing sensitive non-target species.

14. All herbicide mixing will be performed by trained UWMFS staff, unless otherwise authorized.
15. Volunteers will not perform herbicide applications until they have received training approved by the UWMFS Director or Manager in the safe handling and use of herbicides and submitted a signed Confirmation of Assumption of Risk, Indemnification and Release, and Consent for Emergency Treatment relating to Volunteer Activities form.
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