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This project could not have been completed 
without the support of various campus 
departments and individuals. Maximum long-term 
impact required location planning and species 
selection.

Partners:
• Melanie Gentles, Campus Arborist
• UC Davis Arboretum and Public Garden
• Office of Sustainability
• TGIF (The Green Initiative Fund)

The Roots on Campus tree planting event began in 2019 
and aims to connect the UC Davis community to 
alternative, natural methods that help contribute to a 
more sustainable environment. Planting relied on the 
stewardship of volunteers. As the trees grow over time, 
students, staff and faculty will start to make connections to 
the long-term benefits that trees can provide to the overall 
quality of urban life.

Project Goals

Roots on Campus
Tree Planting Series

Urban Forestry & Carbon Sequestration
Urban forestry plays a significant role in reducing 
atmospheric CO2. Trees act as sinks for CO2 by fixing carbon 
during photosynthesis and storing excess carbon as 
biomass. Trees sequester and store carbon in their tissues 
at different rates and amounts based on varying factors 
such as size at maturity, life span, and growth rate. When 
trees die and decay, they release much of the stored 
carbon back into the atmosphere; carbon storage, 
therefore, is an indication of the amount of carbon that can 
be lost if trees die and decompose. Trees also indirectly 
reduce atmospheric carbon by lowering the demand for 
energy and reducing CO2 emissions from the consumption 
of natural gas and the generation of electric power. Carbon 
avoided is measured by the amount of reduced energy use 
due to placement of shade trees near buildings.

UC Carbon Neutrality Initiative

This project helps provide solutions to 
the UC Carbon Neutrality Initiative (CNI). 
The CNI  carbon sequestration efforts on 
campus to achieve net zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2025.









LANDFILL

Plastic Bags, 
Wrappers 
and Gloves

Expanded 
Polystyrene Foam 
Cups and Containers

Plastic Utensils, 
Straws and Juice 
Cartons 

recycling@ucdavis.edu   ●   sustainability.ucdavis.edu



PAPER

Paperboard
(no plastic film and bags) 

Mixed Paper

No bubble wrap mailers, 
food containers, paper 
cups, cardboard 
(break down boxes and place 
next to recycle bins)

recycling@ucdavis.edu   ●   sustainability.ucdavis.edu



COMPOST

Solid and Liquid 
Food Waste

Food-Soiled or 
Waxed Paper 
and Cardboard

Compostable Plastic 
and Wood Items

recycling@ucdavis.edu   ●   sustainability.ucdavis.edu



CONTAINERS

recycling@ucdavis.edu   ●   sustainability.ucdavis.edu

Plastic Containers
(no bags, film, or bubble wrap) 
#1 and #2 Plastics accepted. 
Contact us or check our website below for other 
plastics recycling information.

Metal Containers 
and Aluminum Foil
(no scrap metal)

Glass Containers 
(no Pyrex)
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