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December 16, 2015


North Seattle Community College
Attn: Ian Siadak
1500 Harvard Ave
Seattle, WA 98122

Dear Ian Siadak:
On November 4, 2015 Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) sent a Stormwater Facility Credit Adjustment letter informing you that the Stormwater Facility Credit (SFCP) for the property located at 9600 College Way N, parcel #3226049021 would be changing. The previous letter incorrectly stated that your credit of 29% would be changed to 20% credit starting on the 2016 drainage billing year and thereafter. This letter explains the correct credit of 19% starting on the 2016 drainage billing year and thereafter. Part A describes the credit calculation, part B breaks down each component of the credit calculation. 
A) SFCP Credit Calculation:
Below outlines the credit calculation between the 2012 and 2015. 

Incorrect Credit Calculation 

	System Type
	BMP Classification
(See Attachment A)
	Facility Credit
(See Table 1)
	X
	% Impervious Surface Managed
(See Table 2)
	X
	Impervious % of Drainage Bill
	=
	Credit

	Water Quality
	Water Quality - Level 2
	27%
	
	76%
	
	74.27%
	
	15%

	Flow Control
	Flow Control - Level 2
	20%
	
	97%
	
	74.27%
	
	14%

	Total Credit 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	29%



Correct Credit Calculation

	System Type
	BMP Classification (See Attachment A)
	Facility Credit
(See Table 1)
	X
	% Impervious Surface Managed
(See Table 2)
	X
	Impervious % of Drainage Bill
	=
	Credit*

	Water Quality
	Water Quality - Level 2
	27%
	
	22%
	
	83.00%
	
	5%

	Water Quality
	Water Quality - Level 3
	48%
	
	12%
	
	83.00%
	
	5%

	Flow Control
	Flow Control - Level 2
	20%
	
	31%
	
	83.00%
	
	5%

	Flow Control
	Flow Control - Level 3
	22%
	
	6%
	
	83.00%
	
	1%

	Flow Control
	Flow Control - Level 5
	46%
	
	9%
	
	83.00%
	
	3%

	Total Credit
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	19%


*Note – Credits are rounded to the nearest percentage. 



B) Credit Breakdown: 
The credit is comprised of three separate components as described below. 

1) Facility Credit. Credits for each approved facility type are based on modeled performance in meeting applicable standards. The type of mitigation required by the City depends on the water quality treatment or flow control requirements for the drainage basin where the facility is installed. Individual facilities may meet more than one standard.

Incorrect facility types were assigned in the 2012 credit analysis for the property. The table below shows “Facility Credit” difference between the 2012 credit analysis and current credit analysis. 

Table 1 – Facility Credit

	Year
	System Type
	BMP Classification
	Facility Type
	Facility Credit

	2012
	Water Quality
	Water Quality - Level 2
	Wetponds, Bioswales, Filter Strips
	27%

	
	Flow Control
	Flow Control - Level 2
	Cistern, Vaults, Detention pope or surface, Detention with impermeable liner
	20%



	2015
	Water Quality
	Water Quality - Level 2
	Wetpond, Bioswales, Filter strips
	27%

	
	Water Quality
	Water Quality - Level 3
	Sand Filter, Bioretention or Pervious Pavement without underdrain, Bioretention with underdrain
	48%

	
	Flow Control
	Flow Control - Level 2
	Cistern, Vaults, Detention pope or surface, Detention with impermeable liner
	20%

	
	Flow Control
	Flow Control - Level 3
	Surface Detention
	22%

	
	Flow Control
	Flow Control - Level 5
	Infiltration trench, Dry Well, Bioretention (cell or planter) or Pervious Pavement facility all without underdrains
	46%




2) Percentage of impervious surface managed: Facilities do not always manage all of the runoff from a particular property. The stormwater facility credit therefore is adjusted to reflect the percentage of total impervious surface managed.  

Depending on the type of stormwater system, different systems manage the rainwater differently. Some systems are designed to slow down the flow of rainwater from impervious surfaces on the site and other systems are designed to treat the rainwater. 

SPU has updated its drainage billing information since the 2012 credit calculation analysis was done on the parcel. The change in impervious percentage of the bill directly effects the amount of impervious surface that could be managed by the sites different stormwater systems. The previous impervious percentage was 39%, (1,070,270 sq ft / 2,735,328 sq ft) the current calculated impervious percentage is 51%, (1,400,905 sq ft / 2,735,328 sq ft). See table 2 that shows the difference in total impervious area and attached GIS ArcMap.  

Incorrect areas of “Percentage of Impervious Surface Managed” were used to calculate the 2012 drainage credit analysis. See the table below that shows the discrepancy between the 2012 credit analysis and the correct credit analysis. 

Table 2 – Percentage of Impervious Surface Managed

	Year
	System Type
	BMP Classification
	Impervious Percentage Managed
	Area Managed / Total Impervious Area

	2012
	Water Quality
	Level 2
	76%
	810,000 sq ft / 1,070,270 sq ft

	
	Flow Control
	Level 2
	97%
	1,040,780 sq ft / 1,070,270 sq ft



	2015
	Water Quality
	Level 2
	22%
	311,154 sq ft / 1,400,905 sq ft

	
	Water Quality
	Level 3
	12%
	168,898 sq ft / 1,400,905 sq ft

	
	Flow Control
	Level 2
	31%
	440,674 sq ft / 1,400,905 sq ft

	
	Flow Control
	Level 3
	6%
	88,146 sq ft / 1,400,905 sq ft

	
	Flow Control
	Level 5
	9%
	131,933 sq ft / 1,400,905 sq ft




3) Impervious percentage of drainage bill: SPU bills properties for drainage based on the estimated stormwater runoff from the property. These estimates are based on the composition of impervious and pervious areas on a property. Properties are assigned to one of multiple rate tiers based on the percentage of the total parcel area that contains impervious surface. The stormwater facility credit is adjusted based on the rate tier class to reflect the percentage of total impervious surface managed. 

SPU has updated its drainage rate tier class information since the 2012 credit calculation analysis was done on the parcel. The change in the rate tier class is outlined in the table below. The previous impervious percentage was 74.27%, the current calculated impervious percentage is 83.00% of the estimated impervious billable percentage. See the table 3 that shows the difference and attached GIS ArcMap.  

Table 3 – Impervious Portion of Drainage Bills by Rate Class
General Service and Large Residential (10,000 sq, ft, +) Parcels

	2012 Rate Class
	Rate Tier 
	Rate Class
	% of Property – Impervious Surface
	% of Bill – Impervious

	
	Undeveloped 
	G1
	0-15%
	19.57%

	
	Light 
	G2
	16-35%
	48.93%

	
	Medium
	G3
	36-66%
	74.27%

	
	Heavy
	G4
	66-85%
	89.99%

	
	Very Heavy
	G5
	86-100%
	97.41%






	2015 Rate Class
	Rate Tier 
	Rate Class
	% of Property – Impervious Surface 
	% of Bill – Impervious

	
	Underdeveloped-Regular
	G1
	0-15%
	30%

	
	Underdeveloped-Low Impact 
	G1L
	0-15%
	23%

	
	Light-Regular
	G2
	16-35%
	63%

	
	Light-Low Impact
	G2L
	16-35%
	62%

	
	Moderate-Regular
	G3
	36-65%
	83%

	
	Moderate-Low Impact
	G3L
	36-65%
	79%

	
	Heavy
	G4
	66-85%
	93%

	
	Very Heavy
	G5
	86-100%
	99%



For further information about how the drainage bill is calculated visit SPU Drainage & Sewer website at http://www.seattle.gov/util/MyServices/Rates/DrainageRates/RateSchedule/index.htm 
For more information about how the stormwater facility credit is calculated please visit our website at http://www.seattle.gov/util/sfc 
Please feel free to contact me with any further questions or concerns about the above information Monday – Friday from 6:00am to 3:30pm at the contact information listed below. 

Sincerely,


Tasha Bassett
Stormwater Facility Credit Program
Seattle Public Utilities
Drainage & Wastewater Quality Division
Telephone: (206) 615-0550
Email: Tasha.bassett@seattle.gov  

Enclosure(s): 	Impervious Surface ArcMap
		Attachment A – Table 1, 2000 SFCP Calculator
[bookmark: _GoBack]		

Seattle Municipal Tower, 49th Floor, 700 Fifth Avenue, Seattle WA  98124-4018
Web site: www.seattle.gov/util  Follow SPU on Twitter: www.twitter.com/SeattleSPU
An equal-employment opportunity, affirmative action employer.  Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request.
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