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Resolution on Scholarly Journal Publication and Faculty Rights For Open-Access Archiving
#02-05/06-FL – August 30, 2005
RESOLVED:
 That the Academic Senate of Humboldt State University recommends
that all faculty make a reasonable effort to acquire or retain the rights to place their
publications in an open-access institutional archive.
RATIONALE:  Rapidly increasing costs of many traditional scholarly publications are making access to research materials difficult for scholars.  The rising costs cannot be absorbed by library budgets, causing library collections to decrease in coverage as the quantity of recorded scholarship increases.  The primary impetus to improve scholarly communications must arise from an informed and active community of scholars.
The open-access archiving of faculty publications, in local, institutional, electronic archives is an important part of the effort to maintain access to scholarly publications.  The success of the movement to open-access institutional archiving of scholarship depends upon the actions and decisions of individual faculty members concerning their rights for the use of their own publications.  Progress is being made with many publishers to allow faculty to retain more ownership of their publications and it is being made by the actions of individual scholars.
Faculty members may retain the rights to locally archive their publications and make them freely available to the academic community over the Internet by requesting these rights from their publishers.  Many scholarly publishers routinely allow open-access archiving of publications, both pre-printing and post-printing.  Faculty members have succeeded in requesting these rights with addenda to publication agreements from publishers.  
Open-access institutional archives of scholarly works represent a necessary adaptation of the scholarly publication system and deserve the support of every Humboldt State University faculty member.   Faculty members of Humboldt State University have an open-access institutional archive for their publications.  Humboldt eScholar is currently available as a pilot project of the Humboldt State University Library.  

Submitted by Senator Jeremy Shellhase
The following are links to supporting background material on this important issue.  The first two links are to informative, printable pages from the UC system, describing the issues we want to address.  The third link is to an online database of publishers, with information about their policies on institutional archives.

http://osc.universityofcalifornia.edu/alternatives/deposit_work.html
http://osc.universityofcalifornia.edu/manage/retain_copyrights.html
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo.php
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