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Why sustainable events?

Events held at NSCC campuses and offices can have significant impacts on the environment.
Traditionally, large amounts of waste are generated during events, including plastic and paper from the
packaging of food, utensils, and other necessities, food waste, and event marketing. Other less tangible —
but no less impactful — effects can arise from the hosting of conferences, seminars, and other gatherings.
If travel is involved, greenhouse gas emissions can be released into the atmosphere from cars and other
forms of fossil fuel-based transportation that attendees use to travel to and from the event, contributing to
the growing issue of climate change. Even in the planning phase of the event, significant impacts may be

generated.

As a sustainability-focused institution, NSCC aims to significantly reduce the impacts of the various
categories of events that are held throughout the year at our 13 campuses and at our various office
spaces across Nova Scotia. NSCC has maintained a Gold rating under the Sustainability Tracking and
Rating System (STARS) — a self-reporting framework developed by the Association for the Advancement
of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) — which makes us the highest rated associate college in
the world. While we are extremely proud of our progress thus far in developing a robust culture of

sustainability, there is always more we can all do.

With a little bit of planning and thoughtful preparation, the impact of events can be significantly reduced.
From simple acts, like ensuring re-useable dishware and utensils are procured for the event, to more
ambitious actions like reducing the carbon footprint of the event, you can help propel NSCC towards its
sustainability goals. When you choose to host a green event, you are choosing to represent NSCC'’s
sustainability values and ensure we are doing our part to make the world a better place for everyone. It

might be easier than you think — many of these actions you may already take when organizing events!

How to Use This Guide

This guide serves as a first resource for planning your sustainable event. Enclosed is a checklist with a
variety of sustainable actions that you can take at all stages of the event, from planning to clean-up.
These actions are voluntary, and you may choose which actions to take. However, keep in mind that

every contribution is meaningful, and the more you do, the more you can reduce your impact.

The actions check-list is broken up into two main sections: planning, and wrap-up. Within these sections
are sub-categories for each aspect of the two main phases, such as organizing, marketing, and set-up. In
addition, each action in each sub-category is classified based on the impact it will help reduce (e.g.

waste). There are 26 actions in this guide that you can take to make sure your event has a reduced




impact. Each action is colour-coded based on which category it falls under. Below is a diagram illustrating
the layout of the checklist.
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Colour-coding

Waste reduction action items are colour-coded with Gf@en. There are 18 waste reduction items included

in the checklist. These actions help to reduce, reuse, or recycle single-use items used during the event.

Actions that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and are related to transportation options are colour-coded
with - There are 3 greenhouse gas emission and transportation action items included in the checklist.
These actions give attendees the opportunity to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions footprint when

traveling to the event by choosing alternative transportation methods.

Actions that have indirect impacts on the environment, impacts on community sustainability culture, and
convey or enhance the sustainability message of the event are colour-coded Bfange. There are 5 of these
action items include in the checklist. These actions can help reduce the indirect impacts of events (i.e.
impacts accrued during the production of goods used during the event), help build a culture of

sustainability at your campus/office, and support local communities.

Beyond this guide, you have the option to get your event officially certified by the NSCC Sustainability
Department by submitting a Sustainable Events Certification form here:

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=etmbxRtLg02JrKCrao5ENYakn1f GQtlthtDr4wlIK
WJUNFRLRKkxISKk1NOtWSjkwSVBQOUNLQOFPTy4u

The certification form is a direct replication of the check-list below, and as long as the event completes

50% of the actions, it will gain a certification from the Sustainability Department.
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=etmbxRtLq02JrKCrao5ENYakn1f_GQtIthtDr4wIKwJUNFRLRkxISkk1N0tWSjkwSVBQOUNLQ0FPTy4u

Planning

Stage Action

Marketing

Marketing

Organizing

Guidance




Stage Guidance

Organizing

Product purchasing

Product purchasing

Information to participants




Stage

Set-up

Guidance




Wrap-up

Stage

Clean-up

Follow up

Action

Guidance




References

University of Manitoba Sustainability. Green Event Guide.
http://umanitoba.ca/campus/sustainability/media/Green Event Guide - FINAL.pdf

City of Vancouver. Green Events Planning Guide.

https://vancouver.calfiles/cov/green-events-planning-guide.pdf

Hosting a Green Event. University of New Brunswick.
https://www.unb.cal/initiatives/sustainability/get-involved/green-events.html

A Guide to Carbon Neutral and Green Events. University of New Brunswick.

https://www.unb.cal/initiatives/ assets/documents/sustainability-/green-event-guide.pdf

Guide to Green Events. Harvard University.
https://green.harvard.edu/sites/green.harvard.edu/files/Guide%20t0%20Green%20Events.pdf



http://umanitoba.ca/campus/sustainability/media/Green_Event_Guide_-_FINAL.pdf
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/green-events-planning-guide.pdf
https://www.unb.ca/initiatives/sustainability/get-involved/green-events.html
https://www.unb.ca/initiatives/_assets/documents/sustainability-/green-event-guide.pdf
https://green.harvard.edu/sites/green.harvard.edu/files/Guide%20to%20Green%20Events.pdf

	Why sustainable events?
	How to Use This Guide
	Planning
	Wrap-up
	References

