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Re: Portland State University’s STARS submission

On behalf of Portland State University, T am pleased to submit the results of our second STARS assessment, I affirm

this report to be an honest and accuzate account of sustainability programs and practices on campus.

P5U’s commitment to sustainability permeates every aspect of the insiitution from the curriculum we provide to
students to the green buildings that dot out campus. Out newly projected score of 73.21 maintains our STARS Gold
rating and fllustrates not oaly sustained momentum, but progress towards an even greater integration of sustainability
across the university, This increase in points awarded (up 7 percent from 2011) represents the hard work and dedication
of many employees and students. We have improved in several ateas, most notably in our sustainability planning efforts,

commitment to diversity, natural resource management, and expanded portfolio of sustainability research activities.

There is much more on the hotizon for Portland State. In partnership with Oregon Health & Science University, we are
opening this summet 2 state-of-the-atrt Collaborative Life Sciences Building that is on track to achieve a LEED Platinum
rating. We are making strides in operational capacities by establishing a Gteen Revolving Fund, developing a strategic
enetgy management plan, expanding our waste reduction programs, establishing policies and standards that emphasize

sustainability, and designing and updating our facilities through a lens of innovation and resource efficiency.

On the academic front, our “Research to Action” program is hatnessing the expettise of our students and faculty to
develop sustainable solutions for campus and community chaflenges, We continue to build on our legacy of service and
community-based learning locally through our Sustainable Neighbothoods Initative and nationally through our Uthan .
Sustainability Accelerator.

In all of these ways and more, we strive for a culture of stewatdship and interdisciplinary thinking where we lead with

our values and every member of the PSU community demonstrates sustainability literacy.

A sustainable PSU—and indeed 2 sustainable future—requires that we continue to excel in the areas we consider our
sttengths and nourish a collaborative approach to teaching, research, and developing resilient solutions to complex
problenis. It also requires us to continue to challenge ourselves to innovate and lead in sustainable community

development, T am pleased to say that we ate well on our way.
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