
ENVN 101 Fundamentals of Environmental Studies (1) 

A theoretical and practical introduction to the interdisciplinary field of environmental studies. Cultivates both a 

broad understanding of ecological principles and the creative capacity to imagine and enact individual and social 

change that takes those principles into account.  

ENVN 102 Introduction to the Environment (1)  

Explores the interconnected web of earth's natural systems including the atmosphere, biological communities, 

oceans and continents, as well as humankind's interactions with and dependence on them. Major topics include 

global climate and problems of global warming and desertification; resources and problems of world hunger and 

population growth; and pollution and problems of ecosystem destruction.  

ANTH 240 Ancient Civilizations (1) 

Although the human species has been on the planet in its present form for at least 100,000 years, complexly 

organized societies with cities, governments and organized religions did not emerge until the last 5,000. This 

phenomenon took place independently throughout the globe, and while some ancient civilizations collapsed, others 

became the foundations upon which the modern world was constructed. Why is this so? Through a comparative 

analysis of Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Indus, Maya, Aztec and Incan societies, among others, students will learn to 

analyze the factors that have led to the emergence and transformation of civilizations. 

ANTH 357 Violent Environments (1) 

Does environmental degradation produce violence? What is the relationship between population growth, resource 

scarcity and violent conflict? In what ways do different environments (e.g., African national parks, Appalachian coal 

mines, hurricane-ravaged coastal cities) feature differential access to and control over natural and economic 

resources? This course first explores anthropological perspectives on violence, including biological, archaeological 

and cultural approaches to understanding war. Then, it investigates the multifaceted linkages between environments 

and conflict—the articulations among resource extraction, urbanization, economic development, population growth, 

biotechnology, biodiversity, natural disasters, human health, structural violence and social inequality. 

BIOL 195 Ecology, Evolution and Biodiversity (1) 

Focuses on whole organisms and their evolutionary and ecological relationships. Evolutionary processes, biological 

diversity, conservation biology and human impacts on ecology and biodiversity are major themes. Skills introduced 

are hypothesis testing, experimental design, use of primary literature in writing assignments and basic statistics. 

Lecture and laboratory. 

BIOL 216 Vascular Plants 

Morphology, taxonomy, and distribution of vascular plants. Representatives of local flora receive special 

attention in laboratory and field studies. 

BIOL 240 Conservation Biology 

Presents concepts and issues concerning the causes and consequences of the loss of biodiversity. Emphasizes 

the science of conservation biology including the evolutionary potential of populations and species, as well as 

the history of the field, international efforts to conserve species and the current status of politics such as the 

U.S. Endangered Species Act. 

 

CHEM 206 Chemical Analysis (1)  

Prerequisite: Chemistry 121; Chemistry 123 recommended.  

Laboratory course emphasizing the collection, analysis and interpretation of quantitative data, using both traditional 

and instrumental techniques. 



COMM 311 Environmental Communication (1) 

A study of how the natural environment is socially constructed through its representation in word and image. After 

introducing students to fundamental environmental terminology, the course will consider a number of key 

environmental communicators, their ideological positions, and how they shape their messages. This will be followed 

by a discussion of audiences and environmental communication ethics. Offered occasionally. 

ENGL 206 Writing in Place (1)  

An experiential study of environmental writing, with a focus on place, nature, and the relationship between humans 

and their environments. Students write in a variety of genres and modes, including exposition and creative non-

fiction. 

 

GEOL 101 Introductory Geology 

A survey course designed for liberal arts students covering many aspects of physical geology, the study of active 

earth processes. Labs illustrate lecture materials and their techniques used by geologists. One field trip. 

 

GEOL 104 Earth Resources and the Environment (1)  

Without earth resources, civilization would not exist. Gold, diamonds, water, oil, building materials--all of our 

material resources ultimately are derived from the earth. This course examines the origin and geologic occurrence of 

these materials and the environmental implications of their utilization. No laboratory. 

 

GEOL 106 Natural Disasters (1)  

A review of the natural disasters that affect humans and the environment. Emphasizes the causes and prediction of 

natural hazards, assessment of hazard vulnerability, and disaster mitigation and recovery through case studies of 

historical and recent natural disasters. Topics include earthquakes, volcanoes, landslides, extreme weather, climate 

change and floods. No laboratory. 

HIST 337 Environmental History (1)  

Focus on the historical roots of contemporary environmental problems. Analysis of both the destructive and the 

conservation sides of the American experience. Native American perspectives, women and nature, technology, 

Thoreau, John Muir, energy crisis, ecology as the subversive science, a land ethic, Rachel Carson's Silent Spring, 

and environmental impacts (DDT, Love Canal, atomic testing, PBB, dioxin, acid rain) are stressed. Concentration on 

America, but within a global frame of reference. Interdisciplinary emphasis that invites students from a variety of 

majors, particularly those in the sciences and those treating public policy issues. Special opportunities for those who 

enjoy the out-of-doors. 

 

 


