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Integrated Pest Management Program
The goal of our pest management program is to balance the benefits of control, cost, public health and environmental quality. We are able to do this by monitoring and evaluating pest problems and then selecting a control to prevent or cure unacceptable pest activities or damage. Pests are defined as weeds, diseases, insects or others. Control options can include biological, chemical, cultural, manual or mechanical. This integrated pest management (IPM) program is based on effectiveness, environment impact, site characteristics, worker/public health and safety and economics. We strive to take advantage of all options in implementing this program. 
Our IPM program will include a series of five steps:
1) Plant selection and maintenance. Native plants that are adapted to and perform well in our local environment will be utilized when possible. Proper plant spacing and pruning will enhance the health and vigor of plantings and increase the resistance to pest pressure.  
2) Monitoring the campus for the presence of pests.  This includes not only acknowledging the presence and level of pest infestation but also accurately identifying the pest and acquiring knowledge of the requirements and life cycles of both pest and host.
3) Determining the threshold of damage acceptable.  This is determined by factors such as severity of the injury caused by the pest, site characteristics and use requirements, health concerns related to the pest and the needs of the users.

4) Initiating preventive or curative actions to avoid unacceptable damage.   The methods selected must balance the economics, degree of expected control, worker /public health and safety, and potential hazards to property and the environment.  
5) When pesticides are required. The least-toxic chemical pesticide that   provides the desired results will be used. All chemical pesticides used will be applied at the lowest rate and only on targeted locations for targeted pests. 

