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Introduction 
Sustainability is in the heart of South Dakota State University. Environmental, economic, and social sustainability 

are stated as part of the university’s core values and are key principles of its land-grant heritage. Being a University, 

SDSU has the unique opportunity to educate on and advance sustainable efforts. Not only will these efforts 

enhance campus sustainability, but they will also assist in other university-wide efforts. The following pages will 

emphasize the importance of sustainability and its relationship to SDSU, as well as provide directives on how we 

can advance our sustainability efforts. 

Vision 
South Dakota State University will inspire faculty, staff, students, 

and visitors to live more sustainably through campus-dedicated efforts 

to achieve environmental, economic, & social sustainability. 

Mission 
SDSU promotes and encourages sustainable lifestyles 

through the integration of sustainability concepts in 

academics, engagement, operations, and administration. 

Sustainability Definition 
Sustainability is the formation of a better society through the interdependent actions of improving 
environmental quality, increasing economic prosperity, and instilling social justice for present and future 
generations. 

Definition of each pillar of ustainability 
 Environmental sustainability – the act of preserving, restoring, and utilizing the earth’s natural resources 

in a way that does not inhibit ecological services, remove resources faster than they can be replenished, 
or harm the surrounding environment. 

 Economic sustainability – the act of distributing money and resources equally so that all may obtain 
basic human needs. Being economically sustainable should 
allow the economy to function, prosper, and thrive. 

 Social sustainability – the act of ensuring all people are 
treated with equity and have access to basic human rights, 
including but not limited to: clean water, nutrition, 
education, healthcare, sanitation, shelter, security, a 
meaningful livelihood, and the opportunity to pursue their 
aspirations. 
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Past Accomplishments: 
SDSU is proud of their sustainability efforts. Over the past many years, campus has seen sustainability appear in 
multiple aspects of campus. 

42 faculty engaged in 
sustainability-related 

research 

Sustainability immersive 
Open access to faculty research experiences are available 

Regular sustainability 
features in campus 

newspaper 

SDSU clothing is made 
under fair working 

conditions 

Sustainability is included in new 
student and faculty orientations 

13 LEED silver & gold 
certified buildings  

16% recycling rate in FY2016 Landscaping includes native 
& pollinator plants 

Full-time Sustainability 
Specialist 

65% of low-income students’ 
financial needs are met 

Diversity programs 
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