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December 12, 2013 

To whom it may concern: 

I am writing to verify, to the best of my knowledge, that the USF/Busch Gardens tree trimming re-use 
program qualifies for the STARS Innovation Credits. Under an agreement that started in March 2013, the 
University of South Florida delivers campus tree trimmings to Busch Gardens for use as fresh food (i.e., 
green leaves) for the animals who live at the park. In addition, woody materials from trimmings are 
integrated into animal enclosures.  
 
This is a new and innovative program that provides a much more sustainable method of handling the 
products (i.e., waste) of tree trimming activities. Waste from such activities are generally handled either 
by disposal in landfills and waste incinerators, or by composting using energy intensive processes (e.g., 
fossil-fuel driven mixing and grinding equipment). These traditional methods result in the release of CO2 
from the required energy inputs in the case of incineration or composting, or result in the loss of 
valuable nutrients from the green vegetation in the case of landfill disposal.  
 
This innovative partnership between USF and Busch Gardens results in a much more sustainable 
solution for a few reasons. First, the nutrients from the green vegetation are utilized first by the animals 
that eat the material. The use of this source of food allows the theme park to avoid the use of other 
non-sustainable fresh food sources. Second, the remaining nutrient value, in the form of animal wastes, 
is further utilized as organic fertilizer for the growing of food crops for human consumption. As 
president of the Board of Directors of Sweetwater Organic Community Farm (sweetwater-organic.org), I 
can verify that the farm uses “Zoo Poo” as the primary input to its own composted fertilizer used to 
produce CSA food shares for over 400 local families. Therefore, the trimmings of USF trees are used as 
valuable inputs to the feeding of animals and the feeding of humans. Finally, the integration of woody 
material trimming waste into the construction of animal enclosures results in the avoidance of the use 
of harvested (i.e., non-waste) wood products.  
 
My qualifications to verify that this program meets the criteria for the STARS Innovation Credits 
stem from my research experience in the field of urban forest management, my doctorate in 
Environmental Science and Geography, my undergraduate and master’s degrees in plant 
science and botany, and my experience designing the campus recycling program in my former 
job as campus recycling program coordinator for the University of New Hampshire. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Shawn M. Landry, Ph.D. 
Research Associate Professor 
and Program Director 














