
 

 
 
Electronic Waste is unwanted computers, monitors, televisions, audio equipment, printers, laptops, fax machines, telephones, and other electronic 
equipment. 

 

When electronic equipment breaks or becomes obsolete, it must be properly disposed or recycled. This electronic equipment may contain heavy 
metals and other materials that can become hazardous to human health and the environment, including:  
 

• Lead: Computer monitors and televisions contain a cathode ray tube (CRT). CRTs contain leaded glass and are the largest source of lead (5 to 8 
pounds per unit), a poisonous metal, in municipal waste. 

 

• Mercury: Some electronic equipment contains recoverable quantities of mercury, another poisonous metal.  
 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) currently classifies discarded electronic equipment that contains these hazardous 
materials as characteristic hazardous wastes under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. The Washington State Department of Ecology 
(WADOE) has classified discarded electronic equipment as Dangerous Waste and must be managed appropriately. 
 
To arrange for a collection of used CEDs and CRTs/Monitors, or any other universal waste, contact Facilities Management at extension 3000 or go 
online to request a pick-up http://www.cwu.edu/facility/. 

Contact EH&S for more information 

Disposal of Electronic Equipment  

Environmental Health & Safety 
Phone: 509-963-2252 or 963-2338 
Fax: 509-963-2238 
Email: EHS@cwu.edu 
MS 7440 
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