
PA-08 Affordability and Access 
UCC has many notable policies and programs to make the institution accessible and affordable to 

low-income students in addition to support offered to non-traditional students The are listed below.  

1. DARE SCHEME 
https://www.ucc.ie/en/uccplus/hear/ 

 

 

The Higher Education Access Route to Education (HEAR) is a third level alternative admissions 
scheme which offers places on reduced points and extra college supports to school leavers from 
socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds who are resident in the Republic of Ireland. 

HEAR Applicants must meet a range of financial, social and cultural indicators to be considered for a 
reduced points place and extra college support.  

The ACCESS UCC, PLUS Programme office look after HEAR-eligible students who get offered a place 
at UCC. Once admitted to a degree programme in UCC, HEAR/UCC PLUS Programme students are 
eligible to receive many supports throughout their time in University. 

 

2. Student Assistance Fund 

 

The Student Assistance Fund provides financial assistance for full-time higher education students 
who are experiencing financial difficulties while attending college. 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/uccplus/hear/


The Student Assistance Fund is partly supported by the Irish Government and the European Social 
Fund as part of the ESF Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning 2014-2020. 

The Student Assistance Fund provides a further source of funding for higher education students in 
addition to the Student Grant. 

The Student Assistance fund is a means tested fund. Funds are limited and not all applicants may be 
eligible and/or may not be awarded funding 

 The Student Assistance Fund is available to help with costs such as: 

• books and class materials 

• rent and other utility bills 

• food 

• essential travel 

• childcare costs 

• medical costs 

 

3. 1916 Bursary Fund 

 

The 1916 Bursary Fund was established by the Department of Education and Skills. The purpose of the 
Fund is to encourage participation and success by students who are most economically disadvantaged 
and who are from communities significantly underrepresented in higher education. All of the higher 
education institutions are awarding the Bursaries through regional clusters. 

1916 Bursary Fund: South Cluster SOAR Project 
The South Cluster is comprised of the following higher education institutions:Institute of Technology 
Carlow, Munster Technological University CorK and MTU Kerry,  University College Cork and 
Waterford Institute of Technology. The bursary fund is administered through the South Cluster SOAR 
Project. The SOAR Project is an inter-institutional Access initiative funded under the Programme for 
Access to Higher Education (PATH) Fund. The South Cluster have a total of 35 bursaries available to 
award to students applying to these higher education institutions. 

What is the value of a 1916 Bursary? 
Each student who is awarded the 1916 Bursary Fund will receive a bursary to the amount of €5,000 
per annum for the normal duration of a full-time undergraduate programme. A bursary will be 
awarded for the normal duration of a part-time undergraduate course up to a maximum period of 
six years. 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa/susi/


UCC PLUS+ Students (HEAR Entry students) who receive the full SUSI award are eligible to apply for 
the 1916 Bursary fund. 

 

4. UCC PLUS+ Outreach programme 

 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/uccplus/schools/ 

The  ACCESS UCC PLUS Schools Outreach Programme has been designed and developed in 
partnership with our DEIS schools and continuously evolves in response to the needs of students. 
UCC PLUS currently works with 31 linked secondary schools in Cork, Kerry and Waterford (List of 
Linked Schools).  The programme consists of a variety of activities and initiatives both school and 
campus-based from 1st year through to Leaving Cert.  The Aim of the Schools Outreach Programme is 
to: 

• Raise the aspirations of students and parents. 

• Establish connections between students, parents, school and UCC. 

• Introduce students to UCC and the UCC student experience. 

• Enhance students’ academic performance and their ability to compete for university 
places. 

• Promote the HEAR Scheme as a college entry mechanism. 

• Support students and parents in completing a HEAR application. 

  

What is a DEIS School? 

The DEIS programme is the Department’s main policy initiative to respond to educational 
disadvantage. The DEIS programme focuses on targeting additional resources to those schools 
included in the programme to ensure every child has an equal opportunity to achieve their potential. 

Schools coming into DEIS will be provided with access to supports which are the same as those 
provided to schools currently in the programme. At primary level this is based on what ‘DEIS band’ 
the school is in. 

Schools are assigned to DEIS Urban Band 1, DEIS Urban Band 2 or DEIS Rural on the basis of the 
location of the schools and its level of disadvantage. 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/uccplus/schools/
https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/uccplus/schools/listoflinkedschoolsandinstitutes/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/uccplus/schools/listoflinkedschoolsandinstitutes/
http://accesscollege.ie/


Resources available under the DEIS programme are used by schools to provide their students with 
the support and opportunities that they may not otherwise be available to them. 

Some of the supports that schools in DEIS get are home-school community liaison support to build a 
positive relationships between the student’s home and school lives and an enhanced school book 
grant rate to ease the financial burden on families and schools. 

 

5. Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) 

 

Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) is Ireland's national awarding authority for all further and 
higher education grants. SUSI offers funding to eligible students, from school leavers to mature 
students returning to education, in approved full time third level courses. 

SUSI administers funding in line with the legislation as set out in the Student Support Act 2011, 
the Student Support Scheme and Student Support Regulations 

 

6. UCCSU Student Emergency Fund 

https://www.uccsu.ie/uccsu-emergency-fund/ 

 

The Student Emergency Fund is a fund available through UCC Students’ Union to assist students who 

are experiencing financial hardship due to a change of circumstances and/or an emergency. 

To apply for the Student Emergency Fund, fill out the Emergency Fund Application and the budget 

template ‘Budget Overview’ section, and upload supporting documentation. 

https://susi.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Student-Support-Act-2011.pdf
https://susi.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Student-Grant-Scheme-2020.-SI-No-76-of-2020.pdf
https://susi.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Student-Support-Regulations-2020-SI-No-77-of-2020.pdf
https://www.uccsu.ie/uccsu-emergency-fund/


You can apply for the Emergency Fund here and access the budget template here. 

For more information, contact Caoimhe, the SU Welfare Officer at welfare@uccsu.ie, or our Niamh, 

our Welfare Administrator on welfare.admin@uccsu.ie 

UCC also offers student financial assistance and advice, including the Student Assistance Fund. You 

can find more information here (link: https://www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa/). 

The Student Emergency Fund is part-funded by the UCC Covid-19 Hardship Fund. 

 

7. Financial Aid Fund for Part Time Students 
https://www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa/financialaidparttime/ 

The Financial Aid Part-Time Fund provides financial assistance for part-time higher education 
students who are experiencing financial difficulties whilst attending college. It is a seperate amount 
of monies allocated to part time students that comes under the auspices of the Student Assistance 
Fund. 

The Financial Aid Part-Time Fund is part supported by the Irish government and the European Social 
Fund as part of the ESF programme for employability, inclusion and learning 2014-2020. 

The fund cannot be used for tuition fees related to the course you are undertaking and is specifically 
intended to help students with the living costs associated with attending college. 

If you require any further assistance or information you may make an appointment online or in 
person.  

 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/UniversityCollegeCork2/UCCStudentsUnionEmergencySupportFund202122
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&view=btop&ver=1hwure442sm2i#attid%253Datt_17e50470b67a3b92_0.1_f_kyc2v9820
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucc.ie%2Fen%2Fsfsa%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2DmwgBdON-zN6C7eJM4NtE42AK37H3_uMQXS5WgiL7hggo-EBEm8GiHic&h=AT2jezQK-NokACh8t5_zloeGzqLN9aLt-3eEYfxQJltIX35HZjA1vWj1A6HZduv7Wftns-vbp7cHHyQtzBma_c_R0oiF1ImPuBtHBOWtolirUAaO4x7cCKNjsB2ATS7Xbcj4sg
https://www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa/financialaidparttime/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa/contact/


8. SANCTUARY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS 

AND REFUGEES 

Adult Continuing Education Sanctuary Scholarship 

UCC offers ACE Sanctuary Scholarships. Applications are welcomed from refugees and asylum seekers 
whose status in Ireland has not been determined and who are not eligible for typical social welfare 
requirements. 

The University Language Centre Sanctuary Scholarship 

The University Language Centre provides English language tuition, academic support and teacher 
training in the field of English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL). 

In support of UCC’s status as a University of Sanctuary, the Language Centre is offering four free 
places on courses that will directly or indirectly have a positive impact on the educational or 
career prospects of asylum seekers and refugees living in the Cork area 

 

9. Refugee and Asylum Seeker 
https://www.ucc.ie/en/study/undergrad/guidance/refugeeandasylumseekerbrochure/ 

University College Cork has produced a booklet to help guide prospective students through many 

paths in higher education in Ireland as a refugee or asylum seeker.  It contains information on 

different education options, how to figure out fees and funding available, where to find entry 

requirements and how to apply for an undergraduate course.  

 

  

https://www.ucc.ie/en/study/undergrad/guidance/refugeeandasylumseekerbrochure/


 

 



 

 


