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Cave rescue in 
the nick of time

By Ginny Wray
The outcome of a cave 

rescue last week would 
have been far different if 
rescuers had not reached 
the stranded men when 
they did, according to a 
member of the rescue team.

“If it had been later, an-
other four or five hours, 
it would have been a lot 
worse because the cave 
was so narrow,” said Brian 

Williams of Henry County. 
“They were glad to get out. 
They were glad to see us 
but you could look at them 
and tell they were abso-
lutely toast, wiped out. It’s 
tough on hard-core cavers.”

Williams is a charter 
member of the Blacksburg 
Cave Rescue Group who 
responded to help free five 
men trapped in Cyclops 

Group seeks information on veterans of Gulf 
War sought to verify names for memorial

A group working to re-
store a memorial to local 
residents who served in 
Operation Desert Storm/
Desert Shield needs help 
documenting the names 
and service records of those 
veterans.

“It’s important to let Mar-
tinsville and Henry County 
citizens know who the vet-
erans were that served in 
various conflicts,” said Da-
vid Kipfinger, commander 
of American Legion Post 42 
in Martinsville and chair-
man of a committee work-
ing to restore the memorial.

“We really want to do this. 
Along with the Korean and 
Vietnam memorials, it is a 
way to recognize individu-
als who gave all” and those 
who served in the conflict, 
he said. Quoting the Viet-
nam memorial outside the 
Bassett Historical Center, 
Kipfinger said, “All gave 
some … some gave all.”

The Gulf War memorial 
once hung at the former 
Henry County courthouse 
in Martinsville. Efforts are 
underway to restore the 

piece and hang it at the 
historical center. But to do 
that, the military service of 
the people listed on it must 
be verified, just as was done 
for the Korean and Vietnam 
war memorials there. “We 
have to make sure our facts 
are right,” Kipfinger said.

And that is where the 
group needs help. It began 
searching for information 
on people listed on the me-
morial in January but so 
far has found data on only 
16 of the approximately 225 

names.
To verify service, a veter-

an or family must produce 
a “DD 214” form. Kipfin-
ger said that is a standard 
discharge document which 
lists places and dates of ser-
vice. 

If someone does not have 
the form, an SF (Standard 
Form) 180 can be requested. 
If that is done through the 
veterans groups at the Bas-
sett Historical Center, there 
is no charge for the form, he 

Journey to motherhood
Local woman’s dream finally fulfilled after nine pregnancies

By Ginny Wray
The name “Nathaniel” 

means “God has given.” It 
is the perfect name for the 
child of Heather and Clif-
ford Hoffman of Martins-
ville.

Heather Hoffman has 
been pregnant nine times, 
but only Nathaniel survived 
to his first birthday. He was 
born on March 20, 2018. It 
was the 12th anniversary of 
the day when the Hoffmans 
lost their first child. 

“I’m very happy and be-
yond blessed to be a moth-
er,” said Hoffman, of Mar-
tinsville. “We’re more or 
less effectively first-time 
parents, and even if you … 
never had an issue or situ-
ation like mine, when it’s a 
first baby, you’re learning. 
It’s been a fun time learn-
ing and growing. We were a 
little anxious but I think all 
parents are.”

For the Hoffmans, parent-
hood is learning to “go with 
the flow.” It’s something 
they have been doing for a 
long time.

•••••
The couple have been 

married for 13 years, and 
they wanted children from 
the start. Hoffman said she 
generally was healthy with 
no documented family histo-
ry of problem pregnancies, 
so it was unexpected when 
her water broke 18 weeks 
into her first pregnancy. 
The baby, Jacob, died on 
March 20, 2006.

“Truth be told it was very 
much a blur. We were in a 
state of shock,” she said.

About four months later 
she found out she was preg-
nant again.

Because she had lost a 
baby, Hoffman was moni-
tored closely and put on 
modified bed rest. At 17 
weeks of pregnancy, they 
found her cervix had short-
ened so she spent a month 
confined to a bed at home 
followed by a month of strict 
bed rest in UNC Rocking-
ham Health Care (former-
ly Morehead Hospital) in 
Eden, N.C. She went home 
on Dec. 23 but three days 
later she went into labor. 

Hoffman was transferred 
to Novant Health Forsyth 
Medical Center in Winston-

Salem, N.C., and after four 
days in labor, an emergency 
cesarean section was per-
formed.

Her son, Benjamin, was 
born at 26.4 weeks of gesta-
tion. He weighed 2 pounds 
and 6 ounces and spent 
nearly seven months in the 
Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU) because his 
lungs were not fully devel-
oped.

The Hoffmans commuted 
back and forth to the hospi-
tal to be with Benjamin. “It 
was a very stressful situa-
tion,” she said. “The nurses 
said they didn’t understand 
how my husband and I were 
still together. It’s hard on 
couples.”

After a long NICU stay 
and new complications, 
Benjamin passed away on 
July 21, 2007.

“After that, we both had 
a lot to deal with emotion-
ally,” Hoffman said. “You 
never get over it. You learn 
how to cope with it. You 
learn how to push forward.”

The couple did not have 
the financial resources to 
see specialists or pursue 

adoption. But they contin-
ued to want to be parents, 
and in the ensuing four 
years Heather suffered five 
miscarriages, all within 
about the first six to seven 
weeks of her pregnancy.

“I didn’t begin to know 

what was going on. Some-
times you wonder if you’re 
less than a woman because 
you’re not able” to have a 
baby, she said. Whether a 
woman experiences infertil-
ity or the inability to carry a 

Water trail is created
By Ginny Wray
A new trail has been created to 

help people navigate the Smith 
River.

The Smith River Blueway is a 
water trail that connects the com-
munities and river access points in 
Henry County. It is marked at 11 
access points by large blue signs 
that provide information to help 
enhance recreational experiences 
and opportunities on the river, ac-
cording to Brian Williams, program 
manager for the Dan River Basin 
(DRBA).

Henry County Parks and Recre-
ation Director Roger Adams said 
the sides of the signs facing the ac-
cess points’ parking lots let people 
know where they are with the 911 

address. They also state the num-
ber of river miles to the next ac-
cess, approximately how long it will 
take to get to that access and safety 
guidelines.

On the back of the signs, facing 
the river, is the name of the access 
point in large letters as well as the 
Smith River Blueway logo, he said.

“So if you’re not familiar with the 
river, it identifies the access and 
has the name,” Adams said.

There are 11 signs along the 
river’s route. Two are in front of 
Philpott Dam. The others are at 
the river access points in Bassett, 
the Great Road, Fieldale, Doe Run, 
South Martinsville, Frith Road, 
Smith River Sports Complex, Mar-
rowbone and Mitchell Bridge.

“Blueways are like hiking trails 
on water,” Adams said. “It is some-
what of a new concept” that helps 
promote the river with signs and 
information to make it easy to get 
on and off the water.

“It’s kind of a tourism mechanism 
to draw folks into the area as well 
as encourage residents to get onto 
the river,” he said. It is designed to 
serve boaters and fishermen as well 
as cancers and kayakers, he added.

The project began with the cre-
ation of the river access points, ac-
cording to Adams. 

“Then I thought the next logical 
step was to develop a blueway,” 
which is a first for Henry County. 
he said. Other blueways exist at 
Upper James River Water Trail 

in Botetourt County and the New 
River Blueway in Giles County, he 
added.

Finishing touches are being done 
to a brochure and map for the Smith 
River Blueway, Adams said. When 
finished, they will be available at 
the Tourism Office and Parks and 
Recreation, and there will be links 
to online versions. That way, peo-
ple outside the area will be able to 
download the brochure and use it to 
plan a weekend of activities along 
with their use of the river, he said.

Signage, frames and installation 
materials cost about $7,000, Adams 
said.

DRBA provided information for 
the project. Funding was provided 

Heather Hoffman is shown with her son Nathaniel, then 7 1/2 months 
old. Hoffman was pregnant eight times before she delivered Nathaniel, 
who now is 1.

David Kipfinger (left) and W.C. Fowlkes display the Operation Desert 
Storm/Desert Shield memorial. It is stored now at the Bassett Historical 
Center where it will be hung once the names on it are documented.

Rescuers finished up at the Cyclops Cave after five people were 
brought to safety.
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Community college system 
honors Harvest’s leadership

 RICHMOND – The Virginia 
Community College System 
and Chancellor Glenn DuBois 
presented The Harvest Foun-
dation with the 14th Annual 
Chancellor’s Award for Leader-

ship in Philanthropy in Rich-
mond on April 16. 

The foundation was nomi-
nated for the award by Patrick 
Henry Community College. 
The Harvest Foundation was 

recognized along with two doz-
en other individuals, families, 
and businesses from around 
Virginia for their exceptional 
support of Virginia’s Commu-
nity Colleges. 

The awards were presented 
at a luncheon sponsored by the 
Virginia Foundation for Com-
munity College Education. 

As part of the award, each 
college will be given funds for 
the Commonwealth Legacy 
Scholarship, to be named in 
honor of the college’s 2019 
Chancellor’s Award recipient.

“It is an honor to receive this 
recognition from Virginia’s 
Community Colleges,” said Al-
lyson Rothrock, president of 
The Harvest Foundation. “In-
vesting in education is a top 
priority for Harvest that moves 
our entire community forward. 
We’re proud to partner with 
Patrick Henry Community 
College, a vital resource in our 
region for higher education and 
workforce training.” The Har-
vest Foundation has invested 
$8.9 million in programming at 
PHCC over the past two years. 

Present at the award luncheon in Richmond are (from left) Cindy Gravely, 
foundation financial coordinator, PHCC; Tiffani Underwood, director of 
development at PHCC; DeWitt House, senior program officer at The Harvest 
Foundation; Dr. Angeline Godwin, president of Patrick Henry Community 
College; Jim Hatten; Dr. Glenn DuBois, chancellor of the Virginia Community 
College System; Virginia Hamlet, secretary of The Harvest Foundation board; 
Dr. Greg Hodges, vice president of academic and student success services at 
PHCC; David Stone, chairman of The Harvest Foundation board; Rene Hodges; 
and Latala Hodges, communications director of The Harvest Foundation.

Fieldale Heritage 
Festival is May 18

By Angela Jones
The Fieldale Heritage Festival will cele-

brate the village's 100th anniversary on Sat-
urday, May 18.

The free event will be held rain or shine at 
the Fieldale Recreation Center, 70 Marshall 
Way, as well as the baseball field behind the 
center and the gym.

The day will start off with a pancake break-
fast sale at 7 a.m. At 9 a.m. a brief opening 
ceremony honoring military veterans will kick 
off the rest of the activities.

The gym will be open for historical displays 
outlining Fieldale's heritage as well as other 
important events.

Fieldale was established in 1919 by Mar-
shall Field Sr.

Field, a self-made millionaire, purchased 
1,800 acres of a rugged valley and built Field-
crest Towel Mill, creating the Fieldale com-
munity. The mill provided for the needs of 
the community, supplying them with homes, 
schools, churches, electricity, and stores. 

Kids will enjoy face painting as well as pony 
rides and a bouncy house, organizers said.

Children and adults will be able to visit a 
variety of animals at a small petting zoo area, 
and may interact with adoptable pets at the 
SPCA of Martinsville-Henry County’s booth.

There will be plenty to purchase at the fes-
tival, from baked goods and foods that will not 
go bad in the heat, to yard objects made from 
horseshoes.

Vendors will also be selling artwork, jew-
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Intern program brings careers to life for students 

The Henry County 
Schools’ Oh Henry pro-
gram gives students a 
taste of the real world 
careers while still in 
high school.

The program en-
ables students to do 
job shadowing in high 
school and then partic-
ipate in internships if 
their schedule allows. 
It is part of the school 
division’s Career De-
velopment program for 
students.

Students explore the 
realities of a career 
path of their choosing 
with a mentor from 
the business/profes-
sional community, ac-
cording to information 
from Monica Hatchett, 
director of communi-
cations and organiza-
tional learning with 

the county schools.
That experience can 

help them decide if 
they are pursuing the 
right career for them, 
according to Cara 
Elyse Helbert, a stu-
dent at Bassett High 
School who has had an 
internship with physi-
cal therapist Morgan 
Wells at Bassett Phys-
ical Therapy.

“I was so unsure 
prior to my internship 
if physical therapy 
was going to be the 
right field for me,” she 
stated. “After being in-
volved and getting ex-
perience in the field, I 
have clarity and peace 
of mind that there is 
nothing else I would 
rather do.” 

Two different in-
ternship programs 

are available. The 
student may select a 
non-credit internship 
that requires 25 hours 
with a mentor and at-
tendance at Career 
Experiences Program 
scheduled events, ac-
cording to Hatchett. 
If the student wants 
to receive credit, he/
she must assemble a 
portfolio, attend all 
required activities, 
complete on-line class 
activities and complete 
80 hours on the job 
with a mentor.

Because of that time 
commitment, Magna 
Vista High School 
student Natavia Sade 
Hall suggested that 
students make sure 
they are truly interest-
ed in their internship 
field.

“ … Depending on 
the amount of hours 
that you sign up for, 
you could potentially 
spend a lot of time at 
your internship and 
you want to make sure 
that it is something 
you will really enjoy,” 
stated Hall, who has 
had an internship un-
der Bonnie Favero at 
Piedmont Community 
Services.

But the learning po-
tential in that time is 
tremendous.

For instance, Hall 
said that she “learned 
that Piedmont Com-
munity Services is 
involved in way more 
than I had known per-
sonally.”

During her intern-
ship, Hall stated that 
she normally did basic 
office tasks, printed 
papers and worked 
on a computer. She is 
planning on a career 
in respiratory therapy 
and psychology.

Helbert wants a ca-
reer in physical thera-
py and plans to study 
for a doctorate at 
Bridgewater College.

“At Bassett Physical 
(Therapy) there is a 
positive vibe that ra-
diates throughout the 
building to encourage 
patients to push them-
selves, make progress 
and reach the goals 
the therapists have 

set. As an intern, I 
have learned many 
of the purposes of the 
different exercises and 
equipment, how to 
read a goniometer to 
measure range of mo-
tion of joint angles of 
the body, and how to 
connect with patients 
and coworkers to be 
successful at my ca-
reer,” she stated.

Connecting with 
patients is one of 
the most important 
thing she has learned 
through her intern-
ship, she said.

“After observing and 
asking Morgan (Wells) 
questions, I have been 
able to predict certain 
problems the patient 
is having before being 
informed on what the 
patient is at therapy 
for. The trust that the 
therapist builds with 
the patient is so im-
portant to ensure that 
the patient is going to 
get where they need to 
be, and I think I have 
learned how to do this 
by shadowing” Wells, 
Helbert added.

Bassett High School 
student Anna Hatch-
ett had an internship 
with Ginny Spilman 
at Bassett Furniture 
to explore a career in 
interior design. She 
attended vendor meet-
ings, built spread-
sheets to organize ac-
cessory information 
and more.

A highlight of her 
experience was attend-
ing the International 
Furniture Market in 
High Point, N.C.

“I have learned that 
I could have a career 
in interior design that 
doesn’t involve di-
rectly designing some-
one’s home,” Hatchett 
stated. “Through my 
internship at Bas-
sett Furniture, I have 
witnessed how much 
thought goes into store 
layouts and how stores 
operate, which I had 
never really consid-
ered before.”

Because of that 
broader perspective, 
Hatchett encourages 
other students to con-
sider internships.

“Definitely apply 
for an internship that 
you are interested in 
because you can learn 
more about that field 
that you did not think 
was possible,” she stat-
ed. 

Litzy Santiago Lo-
pez, a Bassett High 

School student, did 
not have to leave her 
school for her intern-
ship. She interned 
with teacher Nadia 
Kriger in the EL (Eng-
lish Learner) program 
at BHS. Lopez hopes to 
become an EL teacher 
in the future, and as 
an intern she helped 
students with their 
homework or areas of 
difficulties.

The most important 
thing she learned from 
the experience was the 
importance of an edu-
cation, she said.

Like the others, 
Lopez and Helbert 
suggest that other 
students consider in-
ternships.

“I recommend doing 
an internship because 
you can really make 
the decision if you 
want to go in that field 
or not,” Lopez stated. 
“You get to experience 
what you would be do-
ing in that field before 
making your final deci-
sion.”

Helbert added: “Go 
in each day, wher-
ever it may be, with a 
positive attitude and a 
desire to learn some-
thing.”

In addition to the 
locations previously 
mentioned, students 
have participated in in-
ternships at the follow-
ing locations this year: 
Dr. John P. Favero Jr., 
Fresh Start Ministry, 
Rich Acres Elemen-
tary School, Henry 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Magna Vista High 
School (MVHS) green-
house, MVHS choir, 
Stone Fabrics (David 
Stone), Saban Law, 
Dr. Charles Jenkins 
at Martinsville Smiles, 
Starling Pharmacy, 
Stanleytown Health 
Care, New College In-
stitute, Martinsville 
Police Department, 
Patrick Henry Com-
munity College, Kings 
Academy, Martinsville 
Bulletin sports, Mimi’s 
Nails, 4-H, Dr. David 
Jones at Jones & De-
shon Orthodontics, 
Stanleytown Elemen-
tary School, Laurel 
Park Middle School 
English, Spectrum 
Medical and Dr. Mark 
Mahoney.

Tiffany Geiger is 
the facilitator of the 
program. For more 
information on the 
program, email her at 
tiffany.geiger@henry.
k12.va.us.

Above, Magna Vista High 
School student Bailey Sharp 
interns in a classroom at 
Stanleytown Elementary 
working with small children. 
At left, Bassett High School 
student Anna Hatchett 
interns with Bassett 
Furniture. She is shown in 
the company’s showroom at 
the International Furniture 
Market in High Point which 
she visited recently. 

http://www.fdic.gov/
http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.storagecenter.us/
mailto:tiffany.geiger@henry
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Gulf War
(cont. from page 1A)

Mother
(cont. from page 1A)Names listed on memorial plaque

Following are the 
names that are listed 
on the Gulf War me-
morial. If your name 
is not listed, contact 
the Bassett Historical 
Center and provide a 
copy of your DD 214 to 
have a name added to 
the list.

• Army – (125)
• Akridge, Maurice
• Alston, Mark D.
• Ashley, Michael L.
• Baldwin, Leander
• Barbour, Curtis D.
• Barbour, Michelle R.
• Barksdale, Jeffrey L.
• Barksdale, Troy L.
• Benifield, Peggy
• Benton, Milton W., Jr.
• Blair, R. Patrick
• Blankenship, Jerry D.
• Boaz, Richard W., Jr.
• Breedlove, Christo-

pher A.
• Brown, Tony
• Cabiness, James A.
• Campbell, John T.
• Carter, Darrell F.
• Carter, Timothy M., 

Jr.
• Clark, Brian
• Clark, Monique
• Cobler, Jimmy W., Jr.
• Cockerham, Kenneth 

G. II
• Cohee, Tony R.
• Cox, David R.
• Craddock, Larry C.
• Currier, John D.
• Darby, Carol
• Davis, Leroy
• Devins, Jerry L.
• Dews, J.H.
• Dixon, Donald A.
• Dodson, Jonathan A.
• Dodson, Mark W.
• Doss, Samuel J.
• Edwards, John C.
• Evans, Craig D.
• Farmer, Sharon
• Ferguson, Donald R.
• Florence, Phillip G.
• Foster, George W., Jr.
• Foster, Willard L.
• France, Jerry B.
• Gamble, Carla G.
• Gravely, Ricky T.
• Griffin, David E.
• Griffin, Mary B.
• Hairston, Fitzgerald
• Hairston, James A.
• Hairston, John H. III
• Hairston, Randolph 

R., Jr.
• Hairston, Troy T.
• Hairston, Vance J., 

Jr.
• Hairston, Wilson G.
• Harold, Daniel L.
• Harold, Danny
• Heim, Michael G.
• Helbert, Gregory W.
• Hightower, Michael 

D.
• Hodge, Walter B.
• Holland, James M.
• Horne, Kenneth R.
• Hudson, David J.
• Huff, Kenneth
• Huff, Stephen D.
• Jamison, Jeffrey
• Johnson, Keith A.
• Joyce, Karen S.
• Joyce, Mark E.

• Kirby, Lenny L.
• Kirby, William A.
• Mabe, Brent T.
• Maddox, James R.
• Marsh, Michael S.
• Massie, Walter W. II
• McCain, John C.
• McKay, James C.
• McKee, Paul W.
• Millner, Belvin G.
• Millner, Rodrick
• Moore, Daniel M.
• Moore, Dona R.
• Moore, John F.
• Moore, Ronnie
• Mott, Kevin
• Mounts, Joseph H., 

Jr.
• Mullins, Timothy A.
• Nelson, Michael T.
• Oaks, Timothy K.
• Painter, Daryl L.
• Penn, Larry D.
• Penn, Richard A.
• Price, Christopher E.
• Quinn, Elmer T. III
• Reeves, Harry S. II
• Reid, Jimmy A.
• Sawyers, S. Virgil
• Scales, Gordon
• Scales, Troy
• Steele, David E.
• Stevenson, William R.
• Stockton, Adrian
• Stone, Dean P.
• Sweeney, Bernard R.
• Taylor, Brian T.
• Taylor, John A.
• Taylor, Ralph L.
• Thomas, John C., Jr.
• Thomas, Victor O.
• Thurman, Robert C.
• Toller, Darren M.
• Tripp, William P.
• Tunnell, Christopher
• Turner, S. David
• Valentine, Shawn M.
• Venable, Marvin L.
• Waddell, Dennis E.
• Wade, Clint L.
• White, William E.A.
• Winn, John I.
• Woods, Alfredo Q.
• Woody, Anthony
• Wyatt, Jeffrey D.
• Young, Ricky G.
• Young, Samuel D.
• 
• Navy – (44)
• Adams, Maurice
• Altizer, Bobby D.
• Amos, Michael S.
• Ayers, Gary W.
• Boaz, Jerry D. II
• Carr, Roger W.
• Carter, Corey D.
• Curry, Milton S.
• Dallas, Willie
• Dalton, Charles D.
• DeShazo,David A.
• Draper, Vincent
• Eggleston, John C.
• Fulcher, Terrell C.
• Gamble, Corey L.
• Gillispie, Michael W.
• Goodnow, Robert R.
• Gower, Ron H.
• Griffith, C. Morgan
• Hairston, James O.
• Hairston, Joseph J.
• Hall, Jerry D.
• Hanes, Billy W.
• Hylton, William G., 

Jr.
• Jones, Quincy D.
• Keaton, James
• Lawson, Thomas

• Martin, Daryl
• Martin, Edward O.
• Miller, Mark C.
• Moore, Lynwood D. II
• Owens, Mary B.
• Patterson, William A., 

Jr.
• Peagram, Mark L.
• Perkins, Joe S., Jr.
• Prunty, Karla P.
• Redd, David D.
• Taylor, James R.
• Valentine, Kenya M.
• Vernon, Carol E.
• Wade, John R.E., Jr.
• Wade, Leslie S.
• Webb, Donald
• Wynn, Irby
• 
• Air Force – (24)
• Agee, William F.
• Barksdale, Duane E.
• Bryant, Joseph C.
• Ellis, Sandra D.
• Fag, William
• Green, Barry L.
• Hairston, Quince E.
• Harbour, Steven L.
• Harrison, Brian KHe-

drick, Robert
• Hensley, David R.
• Holliday, Charles L.
• Jacobson, Susanne
• Jordan, Carter L.
• Mason, Glenn G.
• McAlexander, Bobby 

L.
• Millner, Sean V.
• Millner, Travis L., Sr.
• Roy, Charlie D., Jr.
• Southerland, Bill G.
• Turner, Richard L.
• Vierra, John V., Jr.
• Wade, Karl R.
• Waller, Michael B.
• 
• Marines – (38)
• Aaron, John H.
• Adkins, Ralph
• Anema, Jeff
• Clark, Michael R.
• Collins, Sam II
• DeLoatch, Lloyd K.
• Dillard, Corey A.
• Dionne, Paul D.
• Eanes, Dewey T.
• Eanes, Marshal C.
• Fields, Warren T.
• Finley, Reed C., Jr.
• Flippin, Shannon
• Hall, James D., Jr.
• Hamby, Larry D.
• Holbrook, Trent E.
• Johnson, T.M.
• King, Richard
• Koger, Gary P.
• Moseley, Jerry C., Jr.
• Payne, Michael K.
• Ramsey, Rodney A.
• Rodgers, Patrick
• Sable, mark J.
• Seidle, Ralph E.
• Smith, David
• Southerland, Steven 

B.
• Stredrick, Robert D.
• Thomas, Gregory D.
• Tinsley, Reginald
• Tucker, R.T. III
• Turner, J.R.
• Walker, David B.
• Whitlow, Curtis S., Jr.
• Whitlow, Curtis S., Jr.
• Williams, Donald T.
• Willow, Curtis S.
• Winder, James D.

said.
Funeral homes also may have cop-

ies of the DD 214 form, and news-
paper accounts of service qualify as 
documentation, Kipfinger said.

That documentation was not col-
lected when the Gulf War memorial 
was made some time before 1995, 
according to W.C. Fowlkes, deputy 
chairman of the committee working 
on the memorial and legislative of-
ficer for Post 42.

“People would call and say, ‘I think 
so and so (served),’ and they put his 
name down,” according to Kipfinger. 
“We don’t know if all 225 (people 
named on the memorial) were there” 
during the conflict, and there could 
be others who did serve in Desert 
Storm/Desert Shield but who are not 
listed.

The memorial can be modified or 
expanded if needed to accommodate 
more names if additional Gulf War 
veterans are found, he said.

The effort to find information on 
the veterans named on the memo-
rial is complicated by the fact that 
some of the veterans may have died 
or moved away and left no family 
here, Kipfinger and Fowlkes. Also, 
women may be listed by their maid-
en names, making their current 

identification difficult. 
Once the documentation is re-

ceived, Kipfinger said it also will be 
placed in binders at the center. Per-
sonal information will be redacted 
from the DD 214 forms to protect 
people’s privacy.

The committee hopes to have all 
the names and documentation by 
July 30 so the memorial can be re-
paired and hung by Veterans Day on 
Nov. 11.

Anyone with a DD 214 form for 
someone who served in Desert 
Storm/Desert Shield is asked to 
bring it to the Bassett Historical 
Center as soon as possible. Center 
Director Fran Snead or staff mem-
ber Anne Copeland will make copies 
of the material.

Operation Desert Shield was the 
buildup for the Persian Gulf War in 
response to Iraq’s invasion of Ku-
wait, and Operation Desert Storm 
was the combat phase, according to 
online sources. The entire operation 
lasted from Aug. 2, 1990, to Feb. 28, 
1991, the sources stated.

Veteran Curtis Millner of Henry 
County and a group of area residents 
had assembled the memorial, and it 
hung at the former Henry County 
courthouse in uptown Martinsville 
until that building underwent a 

major remodeling project, Kipfinger 
and Millner said. Millner added that 
the memorial was assembled quick-
ly so the names and service records 
were not verified.

Millner said the memorial was 
placed in storage until Mervyn King 
gave it to Homer Dillard Post 78 of 
the American Legion, of which Mill-
ner is a member. Millner brought 
it to the committee of the Veterans 

Service Organization to see if it 
would repair it and hang it with the 
other memorials at the Bassett His-
torical Center, Kipfinger added.

The memorial is a large wooden 
shadow box with brass plates con-
taining the names of people who re-
portedly served in the operation in 
the Persian Gulf. They are divided 
by their service branch — Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Marines.

baby to term, “it’s hard; it’s a strug-
gle,” she said.

By 2013 and after seven preg-
nancies, Hoffman had changed jobs 
and had insurance that enabled 
her to see a reproductive endocri-
nologist, a physician who special-
izes in fertility issues and high-risk 
pregnancies. It was determined 
that Hoffman had “luteal phase de-
fect,” which she described as occur-
ring when “the body does the right 
things but not at the right time.”

After three rounds of medication, 
she became pregnant and “every-
thing looked great” until a blood 
test revealed the baby had Trisomy 
21, also known as Down syndrome. 
According to the Mayo Clinic’s web-
site, Down syndrome is a genetic 
disorder caused when abnormal cell 
division results in an extra full or 
partial copy of chromosome 21.

Hoffman said she chose to try and 
carry the baby to term but at a 20-
week appointment, an ultrasound 
revealed there was no heartbeat. “It 
was hard to go to the hospital and 
deliver the baby,” she said. “When 
you go through that much effort … 
and still have it go south, it was 
very hard. I remember sobbing in 
the hospital (and saying), ‘That’s it. 
I don’t ever want to go through that 
again.’”

That child, named Sean, passed 
away on April 30, 2015. Hoffman 
said she and her husband experi-
enced a period of grief and mourn-
ing until they decided “we’ve got to 
take care of us. We’ve got to move 
on and live our lives,” she said.

But the desire to be parents had 
remained.

“Feeling that joy and love” they 
experienced with Benjamin “made 
our drive to want to be parents even 
stronger,”Hoffman said. 

So, in the spring of 2017, they 
returned to the endocrinologist 
but could only afford two rounds of 
treatments.

At that point, Heather was 33 and 
Clifford was 42, and doctors warned 
that their age would become more of 
a concern, especially since Heather 
would be considered high-risk if she 
became pregnant again. 

But that did not happen after the 
treatments and the couple said “it 
was not meant for us,” Heather Hoff-
man said. They decided to “enjoy our 
fur babies (pets) and live our lives,” 
she added.

They did nothing to prevent anoth-
er pregnancy because they “didn’t 
think there was a snowball chance 
we’d get pregnant,” she said.

But in early fall 2017, Hoffman 
said she “started thinking, ‘wait a 
minute.’” She took a pregnancy test 
and it was positive.

Their happiness at her pregnancy 
was tinged with fear because of their 
history, she said, adding that anxi-
ety was shared by their families.

She saw the same specialists she 
had been to before and did every-
thing possible to maintain the preg-
nancy except the blood test that had 
revealed Sean’s Down syndrome. 
She did not want to know if this 
child had a problem.

“We knew this was our last hur-
rah. Regardless of how it went, 
whether it was an early loss, at mid-
term or carried to term, we weren’t 

going through this ever again,” Hoff-
man said.

 She experienced some of the same 
problems she had when carrying 
Benjamin, and by 27 weeks of preg-
nancy she was told to stop working 
and put on limited activity. At 32 
weeks and two days, her doctor de-
termined she was in labor. 

Nathaniel was born in an emer-
gency cesarean section on March 20 
at Carilion Roanoke Memorial Hos-
pital. He weighed 4 pounds and 14 
ounces.

Like Benjamin, Nathaniel spent 
time in the NICU, but for only 17 
days as he gained strength and got 
over initial feeding issues. The Hoff-
mans called him “Nate the Great” in 
Facebook posts to update family and 
friends on his progress.

Finally, for the first time, the Hoff-
mans were able to bring their baby 
home on April 6, 2018. 

“Obviously, we were nervous. It 
was the first time we had actually 
gotten to bring a baby home. There 
have been little things to deal with 
but not more than any other baby,” 
Hoffman said of their first few 
months at home.

Nathaniel weighed 5 pounds when 
he came home. Now, he tips the 
scales at about 22 pounds, is stand-
ing, wobbling and “into everything,” 
his mother said. 

Clifford is a “fantastic father,” 
Heather said. For her, motherhood 
“has all of the joy that I remembered 
from Benjamin and maybe more be-
cause he’s (Nathaniel’s) at home and 
I get to take care of him. But there 
are always surprises. … We learned 
early on there’s never a perfect par-
ent.”

Heather said she does not plan to 
try and have more children. But she 
hopes that talking about her experi-
ences will help other women realize 
they are not alone if they are having 
problems with fertility or carrying a 
baby. 

“My biggest advice is to do what 
feels right for you. Sometimes there 
can be external pressures to either 
not try again or to try again. To each 
her own. It’s very personal,” she 
said. “Many, many other women are 
going through it. Sometimes being 
able to talk about it can help.”

As Mother’s Day approaches on 
May 12, Hoffman’s hope is not com-
plicated.

“As long as it’s with my family it 
will be a good Mother’s Day. As long 
as Nathaniel is still here with me, 
whether it is here at our house or 
we go out and do something special, 
that will be a good Mother’s Day for 
me. … Just knowing I have him is a 
great day for me,” she said.

At one year of age, Nathaniel Hoffman is all 
smiles.

David Kipfinger (left) and W.C. Fowlkes discuss efforts to document the service records of 
people listed on the Operation Desert Storm/Desert Shield memorial.
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Rooster Walk expected to attract thousands
By Ginny Wray
Thousands of fans are expected 

for Rooster Walk 11 Music & Arts 
Festival, which will feature first-
time performers along with famil-
iar favorites and family fun over the 
Memorial Day holiday weekend.

The festival will be held May 23-
26 at Pop’s Farm, 675 Hobson Road, 
Martinsville.

Among the entertainment new-
comers at the event will be Galactic, 
a New Orleans band that admits its 
music defies labels. It will perform 
on Saturday, May 25.

“It’s not that we’re always trying 
to push boundaries,” said Robert 
Mercurio of the band on its website, 
“but we definitely take influence 
from our hometown and try to do 
something new with it. We tour all 
around the world and we’re exposed 
to tons of elements that filter their 
way into our consciousness and 
come out through our music.”

“We’re excited to have them. They 
have a strong, dedicated fan base. 
Some of them will be first-time at-
tendees at Rooster Walk,” said 
Johnny Buck, executive director of 
Rooster Walk. He and William Bap-
tist, now chief operating officer, co-
founded Rooster Walk.

Shovels & Rope of Charleston, 
S.C., also will be new to Rooster 
Walk this year. “They have toured 
nationally and internationally. A 
lot of our fans who come every year 
know and love that band,” Buck 
said. 

The Sam Bush Band played at 
Rooster Walk 8 and will return this 
year, he said. The Marcus King 
Band, a Southern rock band from 
Greenville, S.C., will appear for the 
third consecutive year, and blue-
grass band Billy Strings will make 
its fourth consecutive appearance. 

Marcus King and Billy Strings 
also will revive their King and 
Strings band, Buck said. He ex-
plained that the only other time 
they have performed together was 
at Rooster Walk 10, generating an 
excited response on social media re-
sponse, Buck said. 

Yarn, which has a huge following 
among Rooster Walk faithful, will 
return with its “roots rock,” Buck 
said, and Prosperity’s Folly, which 
is popular among local fans, also 
will be back. 

Among the other groups sched-
uled to perform over the festival’s 
four days are the Patrick Henry 
Community College Jazz Band and 
the Martinsville High School Praise 
Band, as well as magician Hunter 
Rhodes.

Also, for the first time this year, 
“Sunday is kind of bluegrass Sun-
day. We always have some blue-
grass bands throughout the week-
end, but this year for the first time 
we have a lot of really good blue-
grass bands playing on Sunday. For 
bluegrass fans who want to come 
for one day, they should come Sun-
day,” Buck said.

Rooster Walk 11 will offer six 
stages hosting live music. One of 
them will be in the general admis-
sion campground where Aric Law-
rence, son of Richie and Mary Law-
rence, has constructed a permanent 
stage for his Eagle Scout commu-
nity service project. 

Aric raised the money for the 
project and worked with an archi-
tect to design it, Henry County offi-
cials to get the needed permits and 
local custom woodworker Burr Fox 
to build it, Buck said, adding that 
he had help from his family, friends 
and local Boy Scout Troop 326 of 
Broad Street Christian Church. 

In the past, the “Eye Level Se-
ries” of performances was held in 
the campground and become more 
popular over the past few years, 
Buck said. Now, with a full sound 
system on the stage, the series can 
continue and expand, he said.

So far, ticket sales for the festival 
are slightly ahead of last year, Buck 
said recently. In 2018, the event 
drew about 6,000 people, though 
he said that includes bands, their 
guests, vendors, volunteers and 
others. The number of tickets sold 
was not available.

Rooster Walk has been named one 
of the Top 5 festivals in the state 
by the Richmond-Times Dispatch. 
It also has been voted the region’s 
Most Creative Charitable Event by 
readers of Virginia Living Maga-
zine, according to a press release.

While Rooster Walk may be 
known largely for music, it is more 
than that.

“Rooster Walk is a family friendly 
event that has a lot of things going 
on,” Buck said. In addition to the 

music, there is a “kids area, kayak 
float on the Smith River, disc golf 
course” and more.

For those who have not been to 
Rooster Walk and want to go for one 
day mainly for the music, Buck sug-
gests checking the festival’s web-
site, roosterwalk.com, for a lineup 
of the bands. (That lineup also is 
featured at the end of this article.) 
Ticket information also is available 
on that website.

Rooster Walk was created in 
memory of two childhood friends 
who passed away in their 20s. Ed-
win “the Rooster” Penn died in a 
dirt bike accident in November 
2007, and Walker Shank died in 
his sleep from heart trouble in De-
cember 2008. Close friends decided 
a music festival would be a fitting 
tribute, with proceeds to go to a col-
lege scholarship fund at their alma 
mater, Martinsville High School, 
according to the Rooster Walk web-
site.

“The first year we put it together 
with less than five months of plan-
ning. We had fewer than 1,000 peo-
ple” in attendance at what basically 
was a one-day event,” Buck said.

Since then, Rooster Walk Inc. has 
donated more than $175,000 to lo-
cal and regional charities. In 2018, 
it donated more than $30,000 to lo-
cal and regional charities, accord-
ing to its website.

The scholarship is $1,000 a year 
for four years of undergraduate 
study, for a total of $4,000. 

“The whole point of the last eight 
years has been to growth the en-
dowment fund of the scholarship to 
the level that it will be self-support-
ing and interest on the fund will 
cover the cost of the scholarship ev-
ery year, even if there is no Rooster 
Walk,” Buck said. 

The fund currently has $98,000 
and Buck said with about two more 
“good years” of the festivals it will 
be sufficient to support $4,000 a 
year. 

Rooster Walk also accepts dona-
tions for and supports a Music In-

strument Program, created in honor 
of the late Todd Eure, who also was 
a classmate of Buck, Baptist, Penn 
and Shank. That money is used to 
refurbish musical instruments that 
are given to entry-level local band 
students.

Buck said no “earth-shattering” 
changes to the festival are planned 
in the future, although he said it 
someday it could get to the point 
where ticket sales would be capped 
because the festival was at maxi-
mum capacity. The goal is not to 
grow the festival larger and larger, 
he said, but to “grow to the maxi-
mum level where it’s comfortable 
for patrons.”

“I’m surprised not only that it 
(Rooster Walk) made it this far but 
that it turned into an event with 
the feel and scope that it has,” Buck 
added. 

And thoughts of Penn and Shank 
never are far away for Buck.

“I think about them every day,” 
he said. For instance, when he sees 
Scouts involved in the festival, it 
reminds him of Penn’s involvement 
in Scouts and with Burr Fox’s troop. 
And Shank went to many music fes-
tivals, Buck said.

“He saw Galactica. I know what 
he thought of it,” Buck said, making 
the band’s performance this year 
especially relevant to Rooster Walk.

According to the Rooster Walk 11 
website, the band lineup is:

Thursday, May 23: Yarn, Black 
Lillies and Prosperity’s Folly.

Friday, May 24: Sam Bush Band, 
Shovels & Rope, Turkuaz, Big 
Something, John Cowan & Ed Toth 
(of The Doobie Brothers), Kendall 
Street Co., South Hill Banks, Fire-
side Collective x 2; Palmpalm; C2 & 
The Brothers Reed; Disco Risque x 
2; Kate Ruby x 2; Abar; Chamomile 
& Whiskey; Prosperity’s Folly.

Saturday, May 25: Galactic; The 
Marcus King Band; Ghost Light; 
The Lil Smokies x 2; The Steel 
Wheels; Roosevelt Collier Band; 
John Cowan & Ed Toth (of The Doo-
bie Brothers); Runaway Gin; Kend-
all Street Co.; The Trongone Band; 
South Hill Banks; Fireside Collec-
tive; The Vagabonds; Palmpalm; 
Sanctum Sully x 2.

Sunday, May 26: Billy Strings; 
Steep Canyon Rangers; King & 
Strings (Marcus King & Billy 
Strings); Sierra Hull; Mountain 
Heart; “Yarn Morrison” (Yarn’s trib-
ute to Van Morrison); John Cowan 
& Ed Toth (of The Doobie Brothers); 
The Vagabonds; State Birds; Adar; 
The Folly; Chamomile & Whiskey; 
After Jack; Prosperity’s Folly.

Cave in Russell Coun-
ty on Sunday. The 
seven-mile long cave 
is north of Abingdon, 
near Tazewell, he said.

The men’s ordeal be-
gan Friday when they 
entered the cave. Wil-
liams said they took 
food, blankets, camp-
ing gear and other 
items “but they were 
not prepared enough,” 
lacking proper clothing 
and helmets or enough 
water.

“It doesn’t matter 
how far you’re going. 
Anything can happen,” 
he added.

They had ropes and 
pulleys to get into the 
cave but did not have 
the equipment to get 
out, according to Wil-
liams. 

“They got to a 40-
foot vertical drop and 
couldn’t get back up,” 
he said, adding that 
they said they went at 
least a half a mile into 
the cave “exploring for 
a while before they re-
alized they couldn’t get 
back up.”

One man in the 
group got out of the 
cave around 1 or 2 
a.m. Sunday — some-
thing Williams called a 
miracle — and alerted 
authorities, Williams 
said.Around 7 a.m. 
Sunday, Williams said 
he was notified of the 
need for a cave res-
cue by the Blacksburg 
group. He arrived on 
the scene around 11:30 

a.m. and went into the 
cave around 2 p.m.

According to pub-
lished reports, 23 mem-
bers of the Blacksburg 
Rescue Squad went to 
the scene. They were 
joined by local search 
and rescue person-
nel, state agencies 
and caving clubs from 
throughout the region.

An emergency room 
physician, who is part 
of the cave rescuers, 
was among the first 
people to go into the 
cave, Williams said. 
“He probably saved 
one of the guy’s lives 
who was in bad shape,” 
he added.

The first rescuers 
assessed the situation 
and pinpointed where 
the men were to plot 
the rescue efforts. 

Williams has worked 
to map the cave for 
about the past seven 
years, he said. As a re-
sult, “we all know how 
tight and difficult it is,” 
with few people able to 
get inside at one time, 
he added.

The rescuers po-
sitioned themselves 
in cracks in the cave 
so the person being 
helped could walk or be 
transported over them, 
according to Williams. 
Safety ropes were at-
tached to each of the 
men and they were 
passed from rescuer to 
rescuer at stations set 
up along the way, he 
said. 

“At no point were 
any of these people 

out of contact without 
someone else’s hands 
on them. They were 
hooked up to ropes at 
all times,” he said. 

Some but not all of 
the men were in good 
enough shape to help 
as they were moved 
but the cave was so 
tight that people could 
not stand side by side, 
Williams said.

Williams said he 
thought the first man 
came out around 3:30 
p.m., though he was 
not sure of that be-
cause he was inside the 
cave at that time. He 
thought the last person 
came out around 6 p.m.

All the men were 
close to hypothermic, 
he said. Three were “in 
pretty good shape,” he 
said, but one was air-
lifted to medical treat-
ment. The others rode 
to the hospital. 

“They were in pretty 
good spirits,” talking 
and joking with rescu-
ers but they also were 
cold, exhausted and 
worried, Williams said.

Williams has been a 
caver and part of cave 
rescues for years and 
is a member of several 
states’ speleological 
societies that survey 
or map caves. That is 
done to avoid conflicts 
with developments 
such as shopping cen-
ters or service stations 
and to protect sensitive 
environments, he said.

The last time he was 
in the Cyclops Cave 
was in October. It is 

on private property 
but people in the area 
know where such caves 
exist in that area, he 
said.

“That’s how we find 
them,” Williams said 
of the caves. “We’re 
not blaming these 
people for being ex-
plorers. The problem 
is if you’re going into 
a technical (difficult) 
cave above your abil-
ity, that’s when you get 
in trouble. Are we mad 
at these guys? That’s 
not the case at all.”

Some landowners 
require cavers to sign 
waivers before explor-
ing a site on their prop-
erty but “most don’t,” 
he said. “They want 
to see what’s in there. 
We provide them with 
maps” and other infor-
mation.

However, cave loca-
tions generally are not 
publicized for safety 
reasons. 

The Cyclops Cave 
was not gated to keep 
people out because it 
is so “technical that 
we felt we didn’t need 
a gate,” Williams said. 
However, precautions 
to prevent another in-
cident are being dis-
cussed now, he said.

Cave exploration 
“gets in your blood. It’s 
fantastic,” Williams 
said. “The further you 
go, the more you do” 
in the spirit of explora-
tion.

For Williams, the at-
traction is a chance to 
see something no one 

This was the scene at a previous Rooster Walk festival.

Brian Williams of Henry County rests at the cave after the 
Russell County cave rescue is completed.

else has seen before. 
Some are drawn by the 
chance to photograph 
the cave, map it or 
delve into the sciences.

“I want to see what’s 
down the passage, 
what’s around the next 
corner, what’s down 
the next drop. But we 
also get to see some 
incredible and fragile 
beauty,” he said, men-
tioning a room in the 
far reaches of the Cy-
clops Cave that only 
three people have ever 
seen. 

The lure is more 
about an adventure-
some spirit than adren-
aline, said Williams, 
who works as program 
manager for the Dan 
River Basin Associa-
tion.

“We try to weed those 
out,” he said of “adren-
aline junkies. … It’s 
not for thrill seekers.”

There are no courses 
to train people to be-
come cave explorers, 

Williams said. Rather, 
people should get with 
experienced cavers 
who serve as mentors.

Most cavers are hap-
py to share their expe-
riences with novices 
and take them on trips 
to learn the proper 
gear and other aspects, 
he said. Cavers “are a 
big family,” he added. 
“Most will welcome you 
right in.”

Formal training ex-
ists for more technical 
aspects of caving, such 
as vertical skills, rope 
work and rescue, but 
“just recreational cav-
ing is best learned by 
having mentors and 
that involves just join-
ing a local grotto and 
going on grotto trips,” 
he added.

The National Speleo-
logical Foundation and 
its website, caves.org, 
can help people find 
caving clubs through-
out the nation, Wil-
liams said. 
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Family offers lessons after suicide
By Ginny Wray
In 2012, Audrie Pott 

committed suicide after 
she was sexually assaulted 
while unconscious and be-
came a victim of cyberbul-
lying when photographs 
of the crime were shared. 
She was 15 years old at the 
time.

But her voice remains 
strong, spread by her par-
ents, the Audrie Pott Foun-
dation and the Peabody 
Award winning documen-
tary film “Audrie and Dai-
sy.”

On Tuesday and Wednes-
day, Audrie’s parents — 
mother Sheila Pott, father 
Larry Pott and stepmother 
Lisa Pott — brought their 
message to Henry and Pat-
rick counties. The three 
California residents spoke 
at Patrick Henry Commu-
nity College, to the Pied-
mont Governor’s School, 
at a public presentation at 
New College Institute and 
twice at Patrick County 
High School, sponsored by 
the Southside Survivor Re-
sponse Center.

Their message was 
straightforward. 

“Be a hero. Step up” when 
something is wrong, Sheila 
Pott said, echoing a senti-
ment shared by the three. 
“Audrie needed a hero that 
night and no one stepped 
up.” 

Audrie played jayvee soc-
cer her freshman year in 
high school and was in the 
color guard that marched 
for President Barack 
Obama’s inauguration, her 
father said. She was popu-
lar, pretty, loved to pull off 
a good practical joke and 
“wouldn’t hurt a flea,” he 

said. She also was funny 
and feisty, Lisa Pott added.

But on that night seven 
years ago, she apparently 
drank too much and passed 
out. While she was uncon-
scious, she was assaulted 
by three boys whom she 
had known since middle 
school and whom she trust-
ed, and photographs went 
out to students at three 
high school campuses, each 
with enrollments of 2,000 
to 2,500 students, her par-
ents said.

She did not remember 
the assault, her father 
said. But she could not es-
cape the victim shaming, 
cyberbullying and rumors, 
he added.

Audrie did not seek help 
from any adults, they said. 
Her father speculated that 
she thought she would 
have gotten in trouble with 
her parents (which she 
would have, he said, but 
added that it was nothing 
like what ensued) and that 
she thought she could han-

dle the incident. She had 
handled problems before 
“but this one was too much 
for her,” he added.

 Eight days later, Audrie 
died by suicide. Her par-
ents thought she had been 
bullied but they were un-
aware of the full extent of 
the crime until they later 
discovered her social media 
accounts and learned what 
had transpired. No rape kit 
was used and evidence was 
destroyed, they said.

The three boys were con-
victed of five felonies in the 
incident, the parents said. 
Two were sentenced to 30 
days in jail; one was sen-
tenced to 45. 

The sentences sent a 
“horrible message,” Sheila 
Pott said. They indicated to 
boys that there was mini-
mal lasting impact from 
the crime, and they dis-
couraged girls from report-
ing an assault, she said. 

Audrie’s parents formed 
the Audrie Pott Founda-
tion to “fight evil with 

good,” Larry Pott said. 
It gives Audrie her voice 
back, he said. “She would 
have wanted us to tell her 
story.”

They have done that for 
nearly 30,000 college, high 
school and middle school 
students since then, edu-
cating young people about 
sexual assault, bystander 
intervention and cyberbul-
lying.

They are attempting to 
create a culture of car-
ing, Larry Pott said. He 
urged young men to treat 
young women with respect, 
as they would treat their 
mother or grandmother. 
He urged young women to 
look out for each other and 
call parents, police or oth-
ers if there is a problem.

Live by the Golden Rule 
— do unto others as you 
would have them do unto 
you, Pott urged.

Specifically, the parents 
said: 

• Be observant. For in-
stance, she suggested that 
young people at a party 
put their phones down and 
watch to see if someone is 
being threatened or worse.

* If someone has been as-
saulted, do not leave them.

• Do not blame the vic-
tim. There is never an ex-
cuse for sexual assault, 
Larry Pott said.

• Assault victims should 
see counselors or some oth-
er adult for help. 

• Know triggers for sui-
cide, such as a fight with 
a friend or academic pres-
sures or a relationship 
breakup. “It’s not our job to 
fix problems for our friends 
but to get help” if they sus-
pect someone is suicidal, 

Sheila Potts said.
• Understand risky be-

haviors that might indicate 
someone is suicidal, such 
as increased alcohol or 
drug use or someone say-
ing the world would be bet-
ter off without them.

The foundation also has 
worked to change laws, 
with varying degrees of 
success. Six new laws (five 
in California and one in 
New York) have been sup-
ported regarding juvenile 
sex offenses, revenge porn, 
cyberbullying and the defi-
nition of rape, according to 
press information from the 
foundation. Also, Audrie’s 
Law was passed unani-
mously in 2014, though it 
did not carry a mandatory 
one-year jail time as the 
Potts had hoped, Sheila 
Pott said.

The Audrie Pott Mu-
sic Scholarship has been 
awarded to four students 
to provide in-home music 
lessons and contribute to-
wards college education. 
The foundation also pro-
vides financial support to 
a Bay Area counseling ser-
vice for youth and an arts 
center that provide lessons 
for economically disadvan-
taged school districts.

The Pott family also par-
ticipated in the film “Aud-
rie and Daisy,” which was 
picked up by Netflix and 
is shown in schools world-
wide, as well as the Investi-
gation Discovery television 
documentary, “Web of Lies” 
episode “With Friends Like 
These,” according to the 
press information.

For more information, go 
to audriepottfoundation.
com.

Hatchett Transportation receives 
Fleet Safety Award from assn.

Hatchett Transpor-
tation Inc. in Bassett 
received a Fleet Safety 
Award from the Vir-
ginia Trucking Asso-
ciation.

Th award recognizes 
companies with the 
lowest 2018 Virginia 
accident frequency rate 
in their class of compe-
tition. Nine companies 
received the honor.

That award and oth-
ers were presented at 
the association’s annu-
al Safety and Human 
Resources Conference 
on April 3 at the UVA 
Inn at Darden in Char-
lottesville. 

According to its web-
site, Hatchett Trans-
portation began as 
Hatchett & Hatchett 
Trucking Co. Inc. in 
1982. IN 1998, Hatch-

ett & Hatchett Truck-
ing and H&H Truck 
Brokers were merged, 
and the company was 
renamed Hatchett 
Transportation Inc. It 
has 15 company trucks 
and 34 trailers, the site 
states.

J.D. Newman Inc. 
of Elkwood was pre-
sented the 2019 Grand 
Trophy for Fleet Safety 
in Virginia. The award 
is given to the com-
pany that is judged to 
have had the state’s 
most effective motor 
carrier safety program 
in 2018. J.D. Newman 

had no Department of 
Transportation-record-
able accidents and only 
two lost workday cases 
in 2018.

Andy Butler of J.D. 
Newman was named 
Safety Professional of 
the Year.

Steve Purks of King 
George, Va., a driver 
for Wal-mart Trans-
portation in Mt. Craw-
ford, Va., was named 
2019 Virginia Truck 
Driver of the Year.

Also presented were 
improvement awards 
and fleet safety certifi-
cates.
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elry, wreaths, floral arrangements, 
mosaics, woodcarvings, birdhouses, 
stained glass windows, locally writ-
ten books, scented wax bars, and 
homemade jellies. 

Even though it won’t be open in 
time for the festival, residents can 
purchase seasonal memberships for 
the Fieldale pool, as well as pool-
related items and T-shirts.

Another highlight of the day will 
be the annual cruise-in. Antique 

cars will line up along Marshall 
Way in the center of town where 
they will be visible to those who 
pass by throughout the event. 

A variety of music, including a 
live performance, will take place 
while introducing the start of the 
"Mill Whistle Concert" series for the 
summer organizers said.

The festival will wrap up at 3 p.m.
For more information call (276) 

806-9216 or visit the Fieldale Rec-
reation Center Facebook page. 

Festival
(cont. from page 2A)

Leadership
(cont. from page 2A)

Sheila Pott (from left), Lisa Pott and Larry Pott talk about their work to 
combat sexual assault and cyberbullying. 

A $3.1 million grant, announced in 
2017, created the SEED Fund. The 
three-year pilot program makes 
the first two years of college free of 
charge for all residents of Martins-
ville and Henry County graduating 
from high school and homeschool.

A $5.8 million grant, announced 
in 2018, focuses on satisfying local 
workforce needs and providing stu-
dents with the right skills for cre-
dentials and sustainable careers. 
It also develops a partnership with 
Sovah Health to create a Clinical 

Simulation Lab for Nursing Educa-
tion at the Sovah Health-Martins-
ville facility.

DeWitt House, senior program 
officer at The Harvest Foundation, 
said working with PHCC enables 
Harvest to address an integral 
piece of Martinsville-Henry Coun-
ty’s growing economy. 

“PHCC remains committed to 
developing the local workforce and 
breaking down barriers that will 
sustain the work,” House said. “We 
have been thoroughly impressed 
with the programming at the col-

lege and how the community has 
embraced the SEED Fund. We look 
forward to seeing how many lives 
we can impact in our community 
with the investment in education 
and workforce training at PHCC.” 

Officials at PHCC echoed the im-
portance of the SEED Fund and its 
success in Martinsville and Henry 
County. “The economic ripple effect 
that our community will feel from 
this one generous donation will be 
profound,” said PHCC’s President 
Dr. Angeline Godwin. “Through the 
SEED Fund and the generosity of 

the Harvest Foundation, the doors 
have been thrown open for the 
young men and women in our com-
munity who never dreamed college 
could be in their future.”

Now in its 14th year, the Chancel-
lor’s Award for Leadership in Phi-
lanthropy recognizes outstanding 
leaders who have helped support 
Virginia’s Community Colleges and 
their respective foundations. This 
year’s class of philanthropy lead-
ers contributed a combined total of 
more than $18 million to Virginia’s 
Community Colleges.

mailto:mail@theenterprise.net
http://www.theenterprise.net/
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Cannaday Award goes to Reynolds
Local bar association presents the honor

By Ginny Wray
Michael Cannaday 

was the only person 
who ever ran against 
W. Roscoe Reynolds in 
his 17 years as Hen-
ry County common-
wealth’s attorney.

Cannaday lost that 
election but he appar-
ently thought enough 
of Reynolds that he 
put his name on a list 
of people to be honored 
with the Michael W. 
Cannaday Award. The 
honor recognizes a per-
son in the legal commu-
nity who "embodies the 
spirit of service, good 
humor and the outgo-
ing personality" that 
Cannaday exemplified, 
according to online ac-
counts. 

On April 24, the 
Martinsville-Henry 
County Bar Associa-

tion presented that 
award to Reynolds in a 
ceremony at the Henry 
County Courthouse. 

About 75 people — in-
cluding many members 
of the legal community 
and friends and rela-
tives of both Reynolds 
and Cannaday — lis-
tened as Circuit Court 

Judge David Williams 
detailed Reynolds’ ca-
reer and the part Can-
naday had in it.

Reynolds gradu-
ated from Martinsville 
High School, majored 
in political science at 
Duke University and 
received his law degree 
from Washington and 
Lee University School 
of Law. He was an as-
sistant Henry County 
commonwealth’s attor-
ney to Kenneth Cov-
ington, and when Cov-
ington became a judge, 
Reynolds became com-
monwealth’s attorney 
in 1968.

Williams recalled 
that Reynolds was op-
posed for re-election 
only once during his 
tenure as common-
wealth’s attorney. That 
challenger was an “up-
start lawyer,” Mike 
Cannaday, who lost to 
the veteran prosecutor.

That prosecutor, Wil-
liams said, was “tough 
but fair.” 

In 1985 Reynolds 
successfully ran for the 
Virginia House of Del-
egates, and Williams 
was appointed com-
monwealth’s attorney 
to succeed him. But 
Williams was not the 
first choice for the job 
— Cannaday was, but 
he turned the job down, 
Williams said.

Reynolds served in 
the House from 1986 
to 1997 and the Vir-
ginia Senate from 1997 
until 2012. He lost his 
re-election bid by 650 

votes to now-Sen. Bill 
Stanley of Franklin 
County.

“No legislator in our 
area worked more tire-
lessly” for his constitu-
ents than Reynolds, 
Williams said.

But what most im-
pressed Williams, he 
said, was when he 
went to Richmond to 
be reappointed to the 
bench, “every 10 feet” 
people would ask “‘Ros-
coe, how’re you doing?’” 
Those people were 
staff members, police 
officers, janitors and 
others. Reynolds, Wil-
liams said, “was a rock 
star.”

Reynolds has main-
tained his private law 
practice since he left 
the General Assembly.

“Nobody has served 
the interest of justice 
and the legal system 
better than Roscoe 
Reynolds. No one de-
serves this award 
more,” Williams said, 
before he admonished 
Reynolds that he “knew 
the drill.”

With that, Reyn-
olds walked out of the 
back of the courtroom 
and stood at the doors. 
With a booming voice 
that was reminiscent 
of Cannaday, he bel-
lowed, “I accept this 
award.”

Reynolds thanked 
the bar association, 
Cannaday’s family and 
“everyone else who 
had a hand” in the 
award, which included 
a plaque, check and 

bottle of wine. 
Awbrey J. Watts, 

president of the local 
bar association, said 
that association follows 
Cannaday’s list of re-
cipients in presenting 
the award each year. 
She could not say how 
many names are on the 
list. “They are people 
he picked, people who 
exemplify the legal pro-
fession,” she said.

Cannaday was a 1966 
graduate of Drewry 
Mason High School, a 
1970 graduate of the 
University of Virginia, 
and a 1973 graduate 
of the Marshall Wythe 
School of Law at the 
College of William 
and Mary. Following 
graduation from law 
school, He returned to 
Henry County and set 
up his own law practice 
in Collinsville. He was 
in private practice from 
1973 until his death in 
2015. 

During his 42-year 
practice, Cannaday 
was a member of the 
Virginia State Bar as 
well as the Martins-
ville-Henry County 
Bar Association, where 
he served as past presi-
dent. He also was a 
past recipient of a Vir-
ginia State Bar Asso-
ciation award for his 
contributions to the 
state judicial system 
for his pro bono and 
court-appointed work, 
according to online ac-
counts.

He also was active 
in the Boy Scouts, 

Jaycees, the Presbyte-
rian Church and other 
groups and activities.

Several members 
of Cannaday’s family 
were present for the 
ceremony, including 
his 95-year-old moth-
er, Evelyn Cannaday. 
She worked for her son 
throughout his entire 
legal career.

“It’s overwhelming,” 
she said of the award 
presentation. “I miss 
Mike so much.”

Cannaday’s brother, 
Paul, added that Reyn-
olds was a deserving 
recipient of the award.

Members of Reyn-
olds’ family were pres-
ent, including his wife, 
Linda; son, Andrew; 
grandson, William 
Robert; and daughter-
in-law, Shannon.

Also in the audience 
was former Del. Ward 
Armstrong, a lawyer 
who served in the Gen-
eral Assembly with 
Reynolds.

He quipped that in 
January and February 
each year when the two 
served in Richmond, “I 
spent more time with 
Roscoe than (his wife) 
Linda did.”

“There is no more 
dedicated public ser-
vant” than Reynolds, 
whether it was as 
commonwealth’s at-
torney or in the Gen-
eral Assembly, Arm-
strong said. Cannaday, 
he added, would be 
pleased that Reynolds 
received the honor. 

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIAL
MAY 1 - MAY 11

WIGS, TOPPERS, TURBANS, 
SCARFS, & HATS

 20% OFF
We accept insurance for Chemo & Alopecia

Visit our website: wigsunlimitedva.com
Follow us on: Facebook & Instagram

117 Broad St.
Martinsville, VA 24112

276-632-3198

Hours: M-F 10-6, Sat 10-2

Underwood tapped 
for new roles at 

PHCC, foundation
With more than 20 

years of professional 
experience with com-
munity and project 
development, Tiffani 
Underwood is step-
ping into a new role 
at the college. 

After serving for 
three years as the col-
lege’s coordinator of 
community development and on-site man-
ager of the Dalton IDEA Center, Underwood 
now is moving into the role of

director of development for PHCC and the 
executive director of the PHCC Foundation.

After Greg Hodges vacated the vice presi-
dent for institutional advancement position 
in 2017 to move to another division in the 
college, PHCC restructured the advance-
ment division and asked Underwood to serve 
as the interim director of development for 
the division.

“As interim director, Tiffani has been so 
faithful to this position and to the college,” 
said Ron Haley, the chair of PHCC’s Foun-
dation Board. “Through a time of transition, 
Tiffani kept the foundation and the founda-
tion board running smoothly. She has more 
than proven herself to be an exceptional di-
rector. I know I speak for everyone on the 
foundation board when I say that we couldn’t 
be more pleased to hear that she will be ac-
cepting the director position.”

Underwood has a diverse background in 
both the business and non-profit sectors. 
Before joining PHCC, she was the executive 
director of United Way of Henry County and 
Martinsville, community planner and execu-
tive director of the West Piedmont Business 
Development Center, director of business 
operations for Athena Innovative Solutions 
(formerly MZM, Inc.), and marketing and 
research specialist for the Martinsville Eco-
nomic Development Corp.

Underwood is receiving her masters of 
business administration degree from Loui-
siana State University at Shreveport this 
month. She also has a bachelor of arts de-
gree in economics from the University of 
Mary Washington and an associate of arts in 
communication design from Virginia West-
ern Community College.

Dollar General opens 
new store in Bassett

Dollar General’s newest store 
at 5665 Fairystone Park High-
way in Bassett held a grand 
opening on April 27.   

The grand opening included 
prizes and special deals. The 
first 50 adult shoppers received 
a $10 Dollar General gift card 
and the first 200 shoppers re-
ceived a Dollar General tote 
bag with complimentary prod-
uct samples, among other give-
aways. 

“Dollar General is committed 
to delivering a pleasant shop-
ping experience that includes 
a convenient location, a wide 
assortment of merchandise and 
great prices on quality prod-
ucts,” said Dan Nieser, Dollar 
General’s senior vice president 
of real estate and store devel-
opment. “We hope our area cus-
tomers will enjoy shopping at 
Dollar General’s new location.”

 Dollar General stores pro-
vides a focused selection of 
national name brands and 
private brands of food, house-
wares, seasonal items, clean-

ing supplies, basic apparel and 
health/beauty products. The 
new store also features home 
décor and a party preparation 
selection. Seasonal products 
are displayed in the center of 
the store, departments are eas-
ily recognizable with visible 
signage and coolers are at the 
front of the store. 

Traditional Dollar General 
stores employ about six to 10 
people, depending on the need.  
Anyone interested in joining 
the Dollar General team may 
visit the career section at www.
dollargeneral.com. 

Dollar General is an ardent 
supporter of literacy and educa-
tion. At the cash register of ev-
ery store, customers interested 
in learning how to read, speak 
English or prepare for their 
high school equivalency test 
can pick up a brochure with a 
postage-paid reply card that 
can be mailed in for a referral 
to a local organization that of-
fers free literacy services. 

Since its inception in 1993, 

the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation has awarded more 
than $160 million in grants to 
nonprofit organizations, help-
ing more than 10 million indi-
viduals take their first steps 
toward literacy or continued 
education. 

For more information about 
the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation and its grant pro-
grams, visit  www.dgliteracy.
com. 

Local attorney Roscoe 
Reynolds is shown with the 
Michael Cannaday Award.

Correction:
A circus mural in uptown 

Martinsville is on a building 
that is owned by Mervyn and 
Virginia King. The inspira-
tion for the mural came from 
a photo in the Women’s Club 
publication of Martinsville 
& Henry County Historic 
Views. King’s name and own-
ership of the circus picture 
were incorrect in an article in 
the April edition of the Henry 
County Enterprise.

http://www.dgliteracy/
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TheatreWorks celebrating its 15th anniversary
By Barbara Parker
In the past, the Martins-

ville-Henry County area 
has had a rich tradition of 
community theater. In the 
1940s and 1950s and again 
in the 1970s and 1980s, lo-
cal actors, musicians and 
theater lovers supported 
regular performances of a 
wide variety of theater ex-
periences, everything from 
musical reviews to serious 
drama to a locally written 
musical about the building 
of Philpott Dam. Unfortu-
nately, a lack of consistent 
leadership and interest led 
to the demise of those ef-
forts.  

In 2000, Patrick Henry 
Community College and 
Piedmont Arts began work-
ing to revive community 
theater in the area, leading 
to performances in 2001, 
2002, and 2003 that in-
cluded two musical reviews 
and a performance of Little 
Mary Sunshine that played 
to appreciative and large 
audiences at the Walker 
Fine Arts Center. These 
efforts confirmed that the 
area was receptive to re-
viving and supporting good 
community theater.

TheatreWorks was estab-
lished by members of the 
community with an inter-
est in the performing arts. 
In the summer of 2005, the 

group presented the quirky 
musical “Little Shop of Hor-
rors,” followed by a summer 
musical each of the follow-
ing four years, including 
“Children of Eden” in 2006; 
“Peter Pan” in 2007; “You’re 
a Good Man, Charlie Brown” 
in 2008; and “Beehive, the 
60’s Musical” in 2009. 

Thanks to a grant from 
the Harvest Foundation and 
determination to succeed, 
the group incorporated as 
TheatreWorks Community 
Players (TWCP) and creat-
ed a 110-seat black box the-
ater in the former Townes 
Furniture building owned 
by Dr. Mervyn and Virginia 
King at 44 Franklin St. in 
Uptown Martinsville. The 
venue opened in 2010 with 
sold-out performances of the 
hilarious comedy “Greater 
Tuna” and has been going 
strong ever since. 

This year, the Kings do-
nated the building to the or-
ganization. 

In 15 years, TWCP has 
grown from one musical a 
year in a borrowed venue to 
multiple productions each 
year in a permanent theater 
home. Most importantly, it 
has become a catalyst for 
uptown revitalization, pro-
ducing more than 50 main-
stage productions in addi-
tion to piano bar nights, 
improv performances and 

readers theater. 
Community support and 

involvement makes the dif-
ference. The goals are to 
present the highest qual-
ity entertainment; offer 
creative outlets for all ages; 
and to have a positive eco-
nomic impact on Uptown 

Martinsville and the entire 
area. 

Members of the Theatre-
Works board are Gracie 
Agnew, Robin Campbell, 
Richard Dorr, Brad Drap-
er, Rhonda Edwards, Don 
Grayson, Jo Grayson, Scott 
Guebert, Rhonda Hopkins, 

Helen Howell, Clif Jones, 
Susan Nelson, Patrice New-
nam, Ann Nichols, Barbara 
Parker, Kathy Whitley and 
Cari Zimmer.

(Barbara Parker is a board 
member of TheatreWorks 
Community Players.)

Group’s upcoming performances are outlined in brief
“Moon Over Buffalo”, the 

final show of TheatreWorks 
Community Players’ 2018-

2019 season, will be present-
ed May 9-11 and 16-18.

Performances will begin at 7 p.m. 
in the Black Box Theatre, 44 Frank-
lin St. in uptown Martinsville.

In the madcap comedy tradition 
of “Lend Me a Tenor,” the hilari-
ous Moon Over Buffalo centers on 
George and Charlotte Hay, fad-
ing stars of the 1950s. At the mo-
ment, they’re playing Private Lives 
and Cyrano De Bergerac in rep in 
Buffalo, N.Y., with five actors. On 
the brink of a disastrous split-up 
caused by George’s dalliance with 
a young ingénue, they receive word 
that they might just have one last 
shot at stardom: Frank Capra is 
coming to town to see their mati-
nee, and if he likes what he sees, 
he might cast them in his movie re-
make of The Scarlet Pimpernel. 

Unfortunately for George and 
Charlotte, everything that could go 
wrong does go wrong, abetted by a 
visit from their daughter’s clueless 
fiancé and hilarious uncertainty 
about which play they’re actually 
performing, caused by Charlotte’s 
deaf, old stage-manager mother 
who hates every bone in George’s 
body.

Tickets may be purchased at the 
Daily Grind, 303 E. Church St., 
Martinsville; at the MHC Visitor's 
Center on the ground floor of New 
College Institute, 191 Fayette St., 
Martinsville; or on the Theatre-
Works website at www.twcp.net.

•••••
Following are the performances 

scheduled for the 15th season of 

TheatreWorks Community Play-
ers:

• June 20-22 and 27-29, 2019 
— Cabaret (1987 version); PG-17 
(content)

Berlin, Germany – 1931. Ameri-
can cabaret singer Sally Bowles 
meets a young man who is finish-
ing his university studies. The pair 
become lovers, but the arrival of a 
wealthy and decadent playboy com-
plicates matters. This love triangle 
plays out against the rise of the 
Nazi party and the backdrop of the 
Kit Kat Club where Sally works. 
Cabaret is a multiple Tony Award 
winner for three Broadway produc-
tions and was made famous by the 
movie starring Liza Minelli.

• July 12, 2019 — Improv
• Aug. 15-17 and 23-25, 2019 – 

August, Osage County; PG-13 (for 

language, etc.)
A vanished father. A pill-popping 

mother. Three sisters harboring 
shady little secrets. When the large 
Weston family unexpectedly re-
unites after Dad disappears, their 
Oklahoma family homestead ex-
plodes in a whirlwind of repressed 
truths and unsettling secrets that 
uproariously exposes the dark side 
of a Midwestern American family. 
This won the 2008 Pulitzer Prize 
and Tony Award.

• Sept. 12, 2019 – Postmodern 
Lounge Lizards (a piano bar); PG

• Oct. 11-12, 2019 – Readers the-
ater — Pirates of Chemotherapy; 
PG

A support group of six breast 
cancer survivors band together to 
take on more than just their cancer 
and its side effects. They find new 

meaning for their lives through 
love and laughter. Comedy is how 
many of the members deal with the 
tragedy of cancer. It underlines the 
tremendous and relentless spirit of 
breast cancer survivors. Cancer is 
nothing to laugh about but you can 
choose to laugh at it!

• Nov. 14-16 and 22-24, 2019 – A 
Tuna Christmas; G

Many of you remember the first 
show in the Black Box Theatre. 
Well, we really missed what’s go-
ing on in the third-smallest town 
in Texas. In this hilarious sequel 
to Greater Tuna, it’s Christmas…. 
and radio station O-K-A-Y news 
personalities Thurston Wheelis 
and Arles Struvie report on various 
yuletide activities including the hot 
competition in the annual lawn-
display contest. Pearl Burras, Vera 
Carp and Petey Fisk can’t wait to 
return to the TheateWorks stage. 

You might be wondering why our 
Christmas show is in November. 
Well, keep in mind that so is the 
Martinsville Christmas parade!

• January 9, 2020 – Piano bar; G
• March 19-21 and 27-29th – Of 

Mice and Men; PG 13
George and his friend Lennie, 

two drifters with delusions of living 
off the fat of the land, find trouble 
when gentle giant Lennie’s love of 
all things soft leads to tragedy at 
the ranch where they are working 
to make enough money to buy their 
own place. Adapted from John 
Steinbeck's Depression era novel of 
the same name, The Tony Award-
winning play was on Broadway in 
2017.

• April 16, 2020 – Readers the-
ater (TBA)

• May 3, 2020 — Improv

Shown in a scene from Moon Over Buffalo are (from left) Jackie Scaffidi as Charlotte Hay, 
Valerie Clarke as Roz Hay, Betty Joe Fulcher Turner as Ethel and Scott Guebert as George 
Hay. Other cast members are Max Hall as Howard, Demi Richardson as Eileen, Corey 
Thompson as Paul and Rick Ward as Richard.

Founding board members of TWCP in 2004 were (front, from left) Dan Spaugh, Wes Mills, Candace Owen-
Williams, Andy Parker, (back, from left) Kevin Lewis, Chad Thorpe, Lauren Prince, Corbin Campbell and Mary 
Lewis Johnston.

http://www.twcp.net/
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Infinity Acres Ranch spring carnival set
The fifth annual Infinity 

Acres Ranch Spring Carnival 
Fundraiser will be held June 1, 
featuring activities, games and 
presentations on some of the 
programs at the ranch.

The carnival will be held from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the ranch at 
136 Joppa Road, Ridgeway.

“Families are welcome to 
spend the day with us and 
learn more about the wonder-
ful programs for children, fami-
lies and organizations as well 
as adults with disabilities that 
are offered here,” said Laura 
Steere, executive director of In-
finity Acres Ranch. 

Admission is $2 per person 
and includes concessions for 
sale, a petting animal area 
and music by Pirates of the 
Piedmont. For $5, kids’ activ-
ity wristbands are available 
for games with prizes, dunk-
ing booth, face-painting and a 
chance to walk a llama. Wagon 
rides will be available for an ex-
tra $2.

Magellan is sponsoring the 
carnival with a $1,000 dona-
tion. Anyone with a Magellan 
Insurance Card gets free ad-
mission to the carnival.  

At noon and 1 p.m., free pre-
sentations will be given on owls 
and also on kangaroos and 
wallabies. Infinity Acres has 
two species of owls as well as 
kangaroos and wallabies. The 
presentations will include facts 
about the species, reasons to 
care about the environment, 
world conservation and more, 
Laura Steere said.

Vendors will include the Mar-
tinsville-Henry County SPCA, 
Virginia Museum of Natural 

History, 31 Bags, Blue Ridge 
Library with a craft and other 
local nonprofits. There will be 
a photo booth that can include 
animals and participation by 
other nonprofits.

Carnival-goers also can take 
part in an obstacle course for 
llamas for $5. There is no age 
limit for participating, and no 
experience is necessary. Rib-
bons or trophies will be award-
ed.  

“This is a rain or shine event 
— and we’re hoping for shine,” 
said Infinity Acres co-founder 
Rick Steere. “This year’s event 
is even bigger and better than 
last year, and we hope the com-
munity will come out and sup-
port Infinity Acres Ranch. We 
want everyone to know about 
our tours, Animal Adventure 
Camp, community service op-
portunities and the ENABLE 
(Enriching Nurturing Animal 
Based Learning Experiences) 
program.”

Friends of Infinity Acres 
Ranch is an educational non-
profit that uses a variety of ex-
otic and domestic animals as 
the teaching medium. Interac-
tive animal activities enhance 
learning, make emotional con-
nections and offer therapeutic 
mentoring experiences, accord-
ing to a news release.

Infinity Acres offers a state-
licensed day support program 
for adults with disabilities, a 
summer camp for youths with 
disabilities, group tours and 
other programs for youth and 
adults with and without dis-
abilities.

“This carnival helps to bring 
the community together in a 

positive way and to showcase 
area resources,” Laura Steere 
said. 

She added that the Infin-
ity Acres team feels the carni-
val helps area residents learn 
about the educational opportu-
nities offered with the animals 
and outdoors at Infinity Acres 
Ranch.

“The carnival is a great fam-
ily event,” Laura Steere said. 
“We’ll have so much for the 
community to do — animals, 
vendors, games with prizes and 
a variety of vendors.”

Additional vendors are being 
sought for the carnival. To find 
out more information or to reg-
ister as a vendor, call (276) 358-
2378 or email infinityacresva@
gmail.com.

For more information, visit 
InfinityAcres.org, which offers 
everything from camp scholar-
ship forms to lesson plans for 
teachers. Pictures and videos 
also are found on the site. 

Ranch expands camp
Infinity Acres Ranch in Ridgeway will add 

a third week to its Animal Adventure Sum-
mer Camp this year.

Due to increased sponsorship this year, 
the ranch is adding a week of special needs 
camp to be held June 17-21 from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

Session 1 of the regular camp will be held 
June 24-28; session 2 will be July 8-12. The 
camps will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
those days and cost $150 a week.

The camps will include animal handling 
activities, games, crafts, lunch and snack 
and more.

Magellan insurance company is a camp 
sponsor and community partner with Infin-
ity Acres, and it is sponsoring 10 campers for 
the Special Needs Week of Animal Adven-
ture Camp. Also, Charity League has donat-
ed $1,500 toward scholarships for the camps 
for the third consecutive year.

Drs. Jones & DeShon have been the main 
sponsors for the nonprofit programs of Infin-
ity Acres for the past five years, and Dr. Ni-
cole DeShon is on the Infinity Acres board.

The ranch is located at 136 Joppa Road, 
Ridgeway. 

For more information, call (276) 358-2378. 
Also, camp registration forms can be down-
loaded at www.InfinityAcres.org.

Researchers publish the first complete list of the ants in state

A llama is shown with new baby Ella at 
Infinity Acres Ranch.

A century and a half 
after the first ant was 
recorded in Virginia, 
Dr. Kal Ivanov and col-
leagues have compiled 
the first comprehen-
sive list of the ants in 
the Commonwealth. 

The paper was pub-
lished in February 
2019 in the respected 

scientific journal “Zoo-
taxa.” Ivanov, who 
is Assistant Curator 
of Invertebrate Zool-
ogy at the Virginia 
Museum of Natural 
History (VMNH), es-
tablished the “Ants of 
Virginia Project” when 
he joined the museum 
in September 2014 

and has been steadily 
working on the project 
for nearly five years.

“I was already aware 
that not much had 
been done on the ant 
fauna of the state, so it 
was just logical to be-
gin by gathering all the 
available information 
on Virginia ants be-

fore moving forward,” 
Ivanov said. “2014 was 
spent reviewing the 
existing literature and 
compiling known re-
cords. Like any other 
study of this magni-
tude … one first wants 
to know what’s previ-
ously been done”. 

After Dr. Shawn 

Dash of Virginia’s 
Hampton University 
joined the project, the 
next logical step was 
to look at any unpub-
lished Virginia ant 
materials in existing 
collections, either by 
visiting museums or 
by examining digitized 
records available in on-
line databases. 

“Logically,” Ivanov 
said, “our starting 
point was the ant col-
lection at the Virginia 
Museum of Natural 
History, which at the 
time contained only 
907 ant specimens, 
many of them uniden-
tified.” 

The team then went 
on to examine collec-
tions at Virginia Tech, 
Radford University, 
the National Museum 

of Natural History and 
other institutions. 

The project started 
with a working list 
of 130 different ant 
species previously re-
ported from the state. 
In early 2015, Ivanov 
said, the team began 
fieldwork in different 
parts of Virginia in 
an attempt to sample 
as many of the state’s 
unique habitats as pos-
sible. 

As a result of that 
fieldwork, the team 
added to the list anoth-
er 34 ant species never 
before recorded in Vir-
ginia. 

It is a testament, 
Ivanov said, to how 
little we know about 
the diversity of ants in 
Virginia.

Your support will enable us to provide food to local children in need.
The Food for Kids:  School Backpack Program makes a difference in the lives of impoverished 
families by providing free weekly deliveries of child-friendly, nutritious food to local schools 

for children referred to the program by teachers and counselors.  The program 
provides easily  prepared meals to utilize during weekends away from other resources,

 such as free breakfast and lunch programs.

Make a personal pledge to help a local child this school year! $25 a month goes a long way.
#martinsville  #henrycounty  #nochildhungry

SPONSOR
A CHILD

Our mission is to feed those in need, reduce food waste, and 
educate the community on the issues of hunger and nutrition.  

4201 Greensboro Road, 
Ridgeway, Virginia  24148

(276) 632-9002 office

http://www.infinityacres.org/
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Ants
(cont. from page 9A)

How many ants are 
in Virginia?

The newly-published paper in-
cludes 164 different species and 
morphospecies (species that have 
yet to be formally described) of ants.

For the purposes of their paper, 
Ivanov and colleagues combined 
Virginia’s 95 counties and 38 inde-
pendent cities into 103 “administra-
tive units.” To date, the team has 
sampled for ants in approximately 
two-thirds of those units, he said, 
and they are planning to expand 
their coverage in the future. 

In doing so, Ivanov said, there is 
little doubt that more ant species 
will be found in Virginia, including 
species that are currently unknown 
to science.

A 2012 study of the ants of North 
Carolina listed 192 species, Ivanov 
said, and given Virginia’s proximity 
and similarities to North Carolina, 
he expects Virginia harbors a simi-
lar number of ant species.

There are certain ant species, Iva-
nov said, that the team has yet to 
collect in the field even though they 
appear in scientific publications 
from the past. However, he said, it 
is hard to say if that means the spe-
cies no longer occur in Virginia.

“That’s always the problem, not 
just with ants but with inverte-
brates in general,” Ivanov said. “If a 
grey wolf was recorded in Virginia 
back in the 1800s, and you can’t 
find it now, you know it’s gone. It’s 
hard to hide a wolf. With ants, es-
pecially rare species, we cannot be 
sure. Does it mean they’re gone? I 
don’t know. It may just mean we 
didn’t manage to collect them.”

When one considers the size of 
many ant species, it becomes clear 
how difficult they would be to find 
in the wild. With 20 recorded spe-
cies, the small secretive ants in the 
genus Strumigenys represent the 
most diverse ant group in the Com-
monwealth. That doesn’t mean they 
are easy to find, however; due to 
their speck-like size and excellent 
camouflage, they are frequently 
overlooked during field work.

Exciting finds
No matter what you’re collecting, 

Ivanov said, the unusual finds are 

always the most exciting. 
“Be it a collection of stamps or 

PEZ dispensers or ants, you’re al-
ways looking for the rare thing, the 
thing that, for whatever reason, 
seems to elude you,” he said.

One example is Strumigenys me-
morialis, a tiny species of ant that, 
until recently, was known only 
from materials collected by Mark 
and Stephen Deyrup in Kentucky’s 
Daniel Boone National Forest. 
However, Ivanov said, when VMNH 
Executive Director Dr. Joe Keiper 
collected a leaf litter sample while 
in Chesapeake, Va. in 2016, Ivanov 
found within it a single specimen of 
this rare species. 

“We’re talking about quite the 
range extension from eastern Ken-
tucky all the way to the Coastal 
Plain of Virginia,” Ivanov said. 
“Does this species occur in between? 
By all means. But some species just 
don’t occur in large numbers, so you 
rarely if ever encounter them.”

Another exciting find occurred 
right in front of the Virginia Mu-
seum of Natural History. While on 
his lunch break, Ivanov spotted a 
winged queen ant on the sidewalk. 
Immediately recognizing it as some-
thing unusual, Ivanov collected it 
and took it to the lab. 

The ant turned out to be Colo-
bopsis obliqua, a square-headed 
ant that, like all ants in the genus 
Colobopsis, spends its life in the 
tree canopy. Ivanov had found the 
first – and to date, only – record of 
C. obliqua in Virginia.

There is no question, Ivanov said, 
that there are more ant species just 
waiting to be discovered in Vir-
ginia. He offered up the example of 
Mary Talbot, an entomologist who 
spent 30 years studying ants in the 
Edwin S. George Reserve in Liv-
ingston County, Michigan. Nearly 
every year, Ivanov said, Talbot 
would find an ant species she had 
never before spotted in the area. 
After 30 years of regular sampling 
at the two-square-mile reserve, she 
had recorded about two-thirds of all 
ant species known within the state 
of Michigan. 

“Ultimately, with time, we’ll hit 
a plateau when we’re getting close 
to encountering all the taxa we ex-
pect,” Ivanov said. “We’re not ex-
pecting Virginia’s list to grow to 300 
species. That’s never going to hap-

pen. But where exactly the cutoff is, 
we really don’t yet know.”

A work in progress
Ivanov’s chief area of interest is 

Hymenoptera, the order of insects 
that includes wasps, bees, sawflies 
and – of course – ants. Initiating a 
survey of the ants of Virginia was 
a logical choice, he said, especially 
since it had never been done before. 

“That was rather unusual,” Iva-
nov said. “Ants are typically one of 
the groups that are targeted first, 
and that’s probably the result of a 
number of factors … their relative 
ease of collecting, high abundance, 
and ecological importance.” 

In Virginia, he said, there have 
been a number of studies that have 
looked at ant diversity on a region-
al basis, be it in the Appalachian 
Mountains or the Coastal Plain. 
These were either limited surveys 
of a particular habitat or a par-
ticular park or preserve, or part of 
larger ecological studies. However, 
no one had assembled that informa-
tion and put it all together.

Now that Ivanov and his team 
have taken the initiative and as-
sembled that information, they 
hope it can provide a 
useful tool for research-
ers in the field. 

“I’ve talked to many 
people that are inter-

ested in studying ants or using ants 
as tools for monitoring change, be it 
change caused by humans or natu-
ral changes,” Ivanov said. “If you 
don’t know what’s around, how do 
you proceed with such studies? It’s 
giving other researchers something 
to work with.”

Ivanov described the paper as a 
“celebration” of 150 years of Virgin-
ia ant research since Samuel Buck-
ley first described three ant species 
from the state in 1867.

“It certainly is not the final word,” 
he said. “This is a work in prog-
ress. We compiled everything that 
is known, laid a solid base, and we 
added whatever new taxa we en-
countered along the way.” 

Over time, Ivanov said, the team 
hopes to continue expanding the 
list as they find additional ant taxa 
in Virginia. Ivanov also hopes to 
eventually collaborate with other 
researchers and delve deeper into 
the lives and habits of these fasci-
nating creatures. 

“Natural history museums are 
one of few places where you still 
have the freedom to pursue such re-
search,” he said. “I’m very lucky to 
be here.” 

Dr. Kal Ivanov takes a few field notes at Smith Mountain Lake in 2016.

by Henry County Parks and 
Recreation and the Tourism Of-
fice of the Martinsville-Henry 
County Economic Development 
Corp., according to Williams. 
All three worked together on 
the signage, logo, map and bro-
chure, he stated.

Williams provided the fol-
lowing description of the 
Smith River in Henry County 
and the new blueway:

“Along most of the river’s 
course, the banks are shaded 
with trees and few obstruc-
tions to the flow create a pad-
dling experience enjoyable 
by all skill levels. The Smith 
River above Philpott Reservoir 
has limited access points so if 
planning to paddle any area 
above the lake, you should be 
prepared for an all-day trip.

“Paddling or fishing down-
stream of Philpott Dam all the 
way to North Carolina is now 
being enhanced by the creation 
of the Smith River Blueway. 

“At the base of Philpott 
Dam, public access is avail-
able for boaters and anglers on 
both sides of the river. Down-

stream from Philpott there are 
nine more official river access 
locations suitable for canoes, 
kayaks and rafts.

“Both Philpott and Martins-
ville dams create hydroelectric 
power during generation, and 
flows in the river increase and 
decrease dramatically. The in-
creased depth and speed of the 
water can challenge paddlers, 
and novice paddlers should 
use caution during hydroelec-
tric generation as the cold wa-
ter and class I-III rapids can 
be a challenge for intermedi-
ate and experienced paddlers. 
The water release schedule 
can be obtained 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week by call-
ing 629-2432. 

“Warning: This schedule is 
always subject to change with-
out notice, and anyone relying 
on this information does so at 
their own risk. 

“A general rule of thumb 
for planning canoe or kayak 
trips on gentle moving water 
is to allow 25 – 30 minutes per 
river mile. Hydroelectric gen-
eration will greatly increase 

water flows and decrease 
travel times. During low wa-
ter, expect some portage over 
shallow shoals and rapids. Al-
low time to ‘set shuttle’ prior 
to getting on the river. A good 
idea is to have your group 
meet at the location you will 
be putting in the river, drop 
off boats and gear, then take 
vehicles to the access location 
where you plan on getting out 
and have one driver bring the 
others back to the entry point. 
That way, most vehicles will 
be at the exit when the group 
gets off the river. Another way 
to ‘set shuttle’ is meet at the 
exit point and leave one vehi-
cle there while taking every-
one else up to the entry point.

“Regardless of how you 
choose to utilize this incred-
ible natural resource, the 
Smith River Blueway is de-
signed to be a helpful source 
of information for fishermen, 
paddlers and anyone using 
the river.”

A ceremony officials unveil-
ing the blueway project will be 
held later this month. 

Water trail
(cont. from page 1A)

These photos show the two sides of the blueway signs.

NCI seeks students 
for ag, STEM camp

The New College In-
stitute is recruiting 
rising 11th and 12th 
grade students for 
a summer program, 
Camp Cultivation, 
June 23-25 at Vir-
ginia State University 
(VSU). 

Virginia State Uni-
versity in Petersburg 
designed Camp Culti-
vation to provide stu-
dents with relevant 
hands-on experiences 
in agriculture and 
STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics). The 
camp offers students 
learning and fun expe-
riences while provid-
ing a chance to live on 
a college campus.  

NCI is collaborating 
with the Wendell Scott 
Foundation to provide 
regional students with 
high-quality experi-
ences in STEM.

Camp Cultivation 
participants who are 
interested in continu-
ing in the field of agri-
culture may continue 
a Technical Service 

Provider (TSP) train-
ing program to gain 
hands-on experiences 
in conservation and 
preservation that will 
qualify students to 
serve as paid interns 
in fields of agriculture 
and conservation for 
the United States De-
partment of Agricul-
ture (USDA). 

All Camp Cultivation 
costs, including hous-
ing, meals, materials, 
supplies, transporta-
tion to and from VSU 
and snacks are free 
for accepted students. 
Participants will be ac-
cepted on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Students who have 
an interest in future 
careers in STEM and 
agriculture should 
contact Steve Keyser 
at skeyser@newcolleg-
einstitute.org or (276) 
403-5610.  Eligible stu-
dents should be pre-
pared to complete reg-
istrations forms and 
must have a minimum 
2.0 grade point aver-
age.

6620 A L Philpott Highway, Martinsville, VA 

434-229-4668
In the old Yeatts Nursery Building, directly across from Anglers Choice

Wed - Fri 10-5, Sat 10-4

Bring In This 
Ad And Receive A 

FREE GIFT!

mailto:skeyser@newcolleg


The Henry County Enterprise, May 2019 - Page 11A

Your smile is in good hands. 
At Martinsville Smiles, patients come first. Our staff of 
hygienists and dentists treats patients as they would 
want to be treated ... in a caring and professional 
manner ... while providing the highest quality dental 
services.

PHCC is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.

Services are free and confidential
Available 24/7

Accredited by CONTACT USA

877.934.3576

Se Habla Espanol
(276) 734-7926

Trying something new
MARTINSVILLE MUSTANGS PREPARE FOR BUSY SUMMER SEASON

By Latala Hodges
In her first summer 

as general manager for 
the Martinsville Mus-
tangs, Ruthanne Duffy 
is open to all types of 
possibilities for the 
season. 

“We’ve constantly 
been on the phone 
and sending emails 
to people to find out 
if they’re interested 
in doing things,” she 
said. “We’re constantly 
bouncing ideas off one 
another to see if some-
thing would be fun, set-
ting up meetings with 
potential sponsors and 
seeing who might be 
interested in coming 
out. We’re answering 
questions on our Face-
book page and trying 
to sell our tickets. It’s 
a 24/7 brainstorm right 
now.” 

Duffy said she con-
vinced Connor Ake-
man, director of media 
relations and broad-
casting, to come up 
from Florida — in the 
middle of February. 
She said they’re do-
ing things a little dif-
ferently this year and 
wanted to get a head 
start on the season.

“We’re trying to 
make it as fun as pos-
sible during the games 
so we can make this a 
family environment,” 
Duffy said. “We know 
it’s tough for young 
children to sit down 
and watch a baseball 
game for two or three 
hours. We want the 
kids to come here and 
be entertained just as 
much as the parents 
are.” 

This means bouncy 
houses, fun characters 
at the field, delicious 
food vendors like Kona 

Ice of Rockingham and 
much more.

The Martinsville 
Mustangs are going 
into their 15th season 
at Hooker Field which, 
according to Duffy, 
“makes our commu-
nity special. Having 
a ballpark here gives 
the city of Martinsville 
and its surrounding 
communities of Henry, 
Franklin, Pittsylvania 
and Patrick counties 
a unique opportunity 
to come and watch 
some very competitive 
baseball. There aren’t 
many opportunities 
to be able to see these 
guys before they move 
up in their careers. 
We’ve had many guys 
who played in Martins-
ville that have gone on 

to play major league 
baseball. I couldn’t 
imagine baseball not 
being a part of this 
community.” 

Players come from 
all over the country 
from colleges, universi-
ties and other leagues 
to join the 32-player 
roster. The Mustangs 
just announced a four-
some from Newberry 
College in South Caro-
lina that will play this 
summer, including 
junior infielder Colin 
Allman, junior catch-
er Kenny Bergmann, 
sophomore infielder 
Dalton Lansdowne and 
junior righty Tomas 
Sorcia, Jr. 

It’s her first season 
as GM, but Duffy and 
Mustangs baseball go 

way back. She served 
as the team’s assistant 
general manager dur-
ing the 2018 season, 
helping with opera-
tions, sales and com-
munity relations. Her 
husband, Matt, played 
two seasons with the 
Mustangs and spent 
three summers as 
head coach in Martins-
ville. However, Duffy 
said being the first fe-
male full-time general 
manager means a little 
more. 

“Being a female 
in this position is so 
rewarding — I still 
don’t think that hap-
pens very often,” she 
said. “It’s interesting 
to introduce myself as 
general manager of a 
summer league base-

ball team. Many peo-
ple are like, ‘it’s you?’ 
But I think the Coastal 
Plain League is very 
f o r w a r d - t h i n k i n g 
and helping females 
in sports become the 
norm. I’m very fortu-
nate just to be part of 
sports in general. We 
love the atmosphere 
and love to see kids 
running up to the play-
ers. It’s wonderful just 
being able to provide 
that to the communi-
ty.” 

It’s a big job for 
Duffy and her team, 
but the community can 
help out, too. She said 
host families, located 
within 30 minutes of 
Hooker Field, still are 
needed for the season. 
Requirements are that 

players need a place to 
sleep, shower and do 
their laundry. Players 
are provided food post-
game, but Duffy said 
many host families go 
above and beyond for 
these young players. 

Community mem-
bers also are encour-
aged to introduce 
themselves and talk to 
players at the games. 
Duffy said players are 
even more encour-
aged when community 
members express their 
happiness at having 
them at Hooker Field 
throughout the sum-
mer. Local businesses 
and industries can sign 
up for sponsorships or 
bring their employ-
ees out to the field for 
this season’s 24 home 
games. 

“This is not only a 
form of entertainment 
for those who love 
baseball,” Duffy said, 
“but we hope to make 
it a place where people 
just want to come so-
cialize and hang out. 
It’s great if you choose 
to like baseball after, 
but we want visitors 
to create those lasting 
relationships with the 
players. These guys 
are really accessible 
and love signing auto-
graphs. Seeing those 
relationships grow is 
really special.”  

Duffy, 31, coaches 
volleyball at Ferrum 
College. She graduated 
from the University of 
Virginia at Wise and 
previously worked as 
a career coach at Pat-
rick Henry Communi-
ty College. Originally 
from Craig County, 
Duffy and her husband 
reside in Bassett with 
their son, Eli.

Ruthanne Duffy and Connor Akeman are working to prepare for the opening of the Mustang season this month.
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County schools honor this year’s retirees

The Henry County Public 
Schools recently honored 
its 2019 retirees at a din-
ner.

Those recognized were:
Bassett High School:

• Elizabeth Jones, foreign lan-
guage teacher; 35 years in Hen-
ry County, 38 years total.

• Sharon Lovern, science teacher; 
30 years.

Campbell Court Elementary:
• Margaret Thomas, special pop-

ulation bus driver; 15 years.
Center for Community Learn-
ing:

• Judith Yeatts, CTE teacher; 23-
plus years.

Central Office:
• Melinda Overby, secretary to 

the superintendent; 41 years.
Drewry Mason Elementary 
School:

• Robin Arnold, office assistant; 
13 years.

Fieldale-Collinsville Middle 
School:

• Linda Gammons, school nutri-
tion worker; two years.

• Marcia Mitchell, media para-
professional; 21 years.

• Betty Mize, school nutrition 
worker; 10 years.

G.W. Carver Elementary School:
• Corrie Middleton, guidance 

counselor; nine years in Henry 
County, 42 years total.

• Mary “Lynn” Stone, elementary 
teacher; 30 years.

• Kathryn Watkins, elementa-
ry teacher; 25 years in Henry 
County, 30 total years.

Laurel Park Middle School:
• Sheilla Coplin, middle school 

teacher, 18 years in Henry 
County, 20 years total.

• Cheryl Flood, guidance coun-
selor; 19 years.

• Mary Gamble, school nutrition 
worker; eight years.

• Shirley Hairston, special pop-
ulation paraprofessional, 18 
years.

• Linda Payne, special educa-
tion teacher; 33 years in Henry 
County, 40 years total.

• Hughes Scales, school bus driv-
er; 19 years.

Magna Vista High School: 
• Linda Cox, CTE teacher; 25-

plus years.
• Richard Obenshain, guidance 

counselor; 35 years in Henry 
County, 38 years total.

Mount Olivet Elementary:
• Elizabeth Hill, elementary 

teacher; 21.5 years.
• Lori Stephens, special educa-

tion teacher; 33 years.
Meadow View Elementary 
School (formerly Collinsville 
Primary and John Redd Smith):

• Margaret Dillon, school bus 
driver; 14 years.

• Shirley Flood, special popula-
tion bus aide; 10 years.

• Nancy Rotenberry, school nu-
trition worker; 15 years.

Piedmont Governor’s School:
• Brian Pace, director; 24 years.

Rich Acres Elementary School:
• Richeana Wingfield, elementa-

ry teacher; 28 years.
• Donna Wyatt, special popula-

tion bus driver; 31 years.

Sanville Elementary School:
• Lori Martin, pre-school at-risk 

teacher; 25 years.
School Bus Garage:

• Lisa Grey, school bus driver; 12 
years.

• Gary Williams, bus mechanic; 
23 years.

Stanley town Elementary 
School:

• Debra Compton, special popula-
tion paraprofessional; 11 years.

Among those speaking at the 
event, held at Chatmoss Country 
Club on April 17, were School Su-
perintendent Sandy Strayer; Thom-
as Auker, vice chairman of the 
Henry County School Board; and 
Christy Landon, director of human 
resources for the school division.

Special presentations were made 
by the school board members, as-
sisted by Strayer; Lisa Millner, as-
sistant superintendent for teaching 
and learning; and David Scott, as-
sistant superintendent for opera-
tions and administrative services.

Among the Henry County Public Schools 2019 retirees honored recently were (front row, from left) Sheilla Coplin, Cheryl Flood, Shirley Flood, Betty Mize, Mary Gamble, Shirley Hairston, 
Hughes Scales, Linda Payne, Lynn Stone, Kathryn Watkins, (back row, from left) Sharon Lovern, Elizabeth Jones, Judith Yeatts, Richeana Wingfield, Melinda Overby, Gary Williams, Linda 
Cox, Richard Obenshain, Robin Arnold, Lori Stephens and Lisa Gray.
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ActivWall believes time is right for growth
NEW PRODUCTS, LOCATION, MARKETING CONVERGE TO BODE WELL FOR THE FUTURE

By Ginny Wray
ActivWall offiicials say 

their company is one of the 
area’s best-kept secrets. But, 
they add, that is changing.

ActivWall was founded 
locally in 2011, and most 
recently it was in a facility 
on V-C Drive. On Jan. 1, it 
moved to Franklin Street in 
the city. 

In the intervening years, 
the company designed and 
honed its custom moving 
wall, window and door sys-
tems, expanded its product 
offerings and marketing, 
and formed a dealer net-
work that held its first deal-
er summit March 25-27 in 
Martinsville.

The summit, which at-
tracted 5 dealers covering 
six states and Canada and 
11 more dealers expected for 
another session in June, “is 
a big moment in the com-
pany’s history,” said Duke 
Ferrell, president and CEO 
of ActivWall. 

Ferrell and his son, Cart-
er, started the company to 
bring a fresh approach to 
the horizontal bi-folding 
door market, according to 
Rob Connelly, vice president 
of sales and marketing.

The Ferrells began by de-
signing and engineering a 
basic aluminum frame for 
glass panels that fold and 
slide on the frame. Wooden 
frames have been added and 
the company’s product line 
includes gas-strut “awning’ 
windows as well as horizon-
tal and vertical folding sys-
tems in a variety of finishes. 
More new products are in 
the works, Connelly said.

The company’s innova-
tions are illustrated by the 
gas-strut window. Most such 
windows on the market open 
only 15 degrees, but Ac-
tivWall’s opens 90 degrees, 
making it perfect for instal-
lations such as pass-through 
windows for restaurants 
as well as homes, Connelly 
and Ferrell said. Recently, 
they showed a 9-foot-wide 
gas-strut window being as-
sembled in the Martinsville 
plant for the kitchen of a pri-
vate home in Grand Junc-
tion, Colo.

All ActivWall windows 
are custom-made and vir-
tually all the components 
are made in this country, 
Connelly said. According to 
Ferrell, frames are made in 
Gainesville, Ga.; the glass 
comes from Stoneville, N.C., 
and Roanoke; and the wood 
comes from Augusta, Ga. 

The components are de-
livered to ActivWall’s opera-
tion on Franklin Street and 
assembled there to fit each 
order. 

Last May, ActivWall un-
veiled a new website that 
brought a new level of ex-
posure to the company, said 
Connelly, who designed the 
site. Another new website 
was added in November and 
the company began build-
ing the dealer network, he 

said, calling that network 
ActivWall’s future.

“Our goal is to have deal-
ers in each region (of the 
country) who do the legwork 
on sales and installation,” 
said Connelly.

Part of the goal of the re-
cent summit was to train 
and build relationships with 
the dealers and installers. 
“The company’s value is be-
ing built on relationships. 
You’re a diplomatfor the Ac-
tivWall brand,” he added.

Connelly often mentions 
ActivWall values — quality, 
integrity, positivity and cus-
tomer experience — and how 
each of the company’s 13 
employees reflect them. “If 
you get the first three right” 
a good customer experience 
is inevitable, he added.

 Buoyed by the company’s 
increased exposure, dealer 
network and product line, 
Connelly said ActivWall 
projects that sales will dou-
ble this year. That expecta-
tion is “extremely conserva-
tive,” he said, adding that 
the company’s staff doubled 
in the past year and he also 
expects that to continue.

To accommodate such 
growth, the company moved 
to the Franklin Street facil-
ity this year so it can expand 
without relocating, Connelly 
said. The total complex is 
about 1 million square feet 
and right now ActivWall is 
using only 15,000 square 
feet of that, he said.

‘ENTREPRENEURIAL 
SPIRIT’

Ferrell and Connelly both 
are optimistic about Ac-
tivWall and the impact it 
can have on area’s future.

“I grew up here. I remem-
ber” the area’s heyday in 
furniture and textile manu-
facturing, said Ferrell. “I 
would love to see ActivWall 
be a Martinsville success 
story for years to come. It 
would help wrap up my ca-
reer in a positive way.”

Ferrell began ActivWall 
after working in the hori-
zontal folding door industry 
with his brother Stuart. The 
industry was — and still is 
— immature, he said, and 
frustrating for him.

So he and his son, Carter 
Ferrell, did what Duke has 
done before — they struck 
out on their own. Duke 
Ferrell’s resume includes 
starting Draper and Ferrell 
clothing store right after he 
graduated from college; Plu-
ma textile company in 1986; 
Santee Co. in 2000; and an 
importing company in 2004.

“An entrepreneurial spirit 
runs through our family,” he 
said, adding that requires 
being a risk-taker. 

And, added Connelly, it 
requires optimism as well as 
the ability to lay out a vision 
and work with people who 
share that vision.

Connelly’s mother, Katie, 
is Duke Ferrell’s first cous-

in. Rob Connelly was, and 
still is, the pastor of Uptown 
Church and was not look-
ing for another job when he 
went to the ActivWall facil-
ity on V-C Drive last year 
to see what Ferrell “was up 
to,” he said.

“I was blown away with 
what they were doing. The 
potential for the company 
was astonishing. I liked 
their values,” he said. 

When Connelly built the 
first new website, “sales op-
portunities multiplied im-
mediately,” he said, so he 
jumped into sales and has 
been “strapped to a rocket 
ever since. It’s enormous 
fun.”

The job also has enabled 
Connelly to help his home-
town and even hire a former 
classmate. A key part of that 
is finding employees who 
take pride and find dignity 
in their work, people who 
“enjoy putting out a quality 
product going all over the 
world from here. It gets me 
pumped every day,” he said.

Connelly told of hiring one 

former home improvement 
store employee he had got-
ten to know while remodel-
ing his home last year. He 
said the man’s customer 
service skills and attention 
to detail were impressive. 
“I remembered that kind of 
thing and this gentleman 
stuck out at me,” he said.

All ActivWall employ-
ees — including Connelly 
— start out working in the 
plant. “You can’t sell or ser-
vice (a product) unless you 
can build it,” he said, adding 
that he still enjoys helping 
with the assembly process 
several times a week.

Connelly praised the Mar-
tinsville-Henry County Eco-
nomic Development Corp., 
Martinsville-Henry County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
New College Institute and 
the West Piedmont Work-
force Development Board 
for their help as the compa-
ny has grown. It is 100 per-
cent Martinsville-owned, in 
the same tradition as the 
companies that helped build 
this area’s industrial base, 
he said.

“We would love to make 
Martinsville a global center 
of a brand that would be Ac-
tivWall,” he said. 

Sign points to ActivWall’s new location on Franklin Street.

ActivWall President and CEO Duke Ferrell (right) and Rob Connelly, vice president of sales and marketing, 
show a gas-strut window the company created to open 90 degrees.

ActivWall Vice President Rob Connelly demonstrates the mechanism for folding doors created by the ActivWall.

Applications are 
sought for PT 

program at PHCC 
Patrick Henry Com-

munity College (PHCC) 
is set to launch its Physi-
cal Therapist Assistant 
cohort (PTA). The pro-
gram is still in the can-
didacy process but ap-
plications are currently 
being accepted. The PTA 
application is a multi-
step application process 
which requires students 
to receive 20 observation 
hours before submitting 
the application. Due to 
the multi-step application 
process, the application 
period has been extended 
until Friday, May 10. 

The college began lay-
ing the foundation for 
the new program in 2016 
when the Virginia To-
bacco Region Revitaliza-
tion Commission provided 
the college with a nearly 
$95,000 grant to offset the 
program’s startup costs, 
according to sources. 

After facing several 
scheduling set-backs, the 
college is in the last stag-
es of the candidacy pro-
cess. Once approved, this 

PTA program will become 
the first of its kind to be 
offered in the area.

“We are so excited to 
begin accepting appli-
cants,” says the program 
director Julie Martin. 
“I have spoken with so 
many students who have 
been waiting for a physi-
cal therapist assistant 
program. Now, these stu-
dents won’t have to leave 
the area to pursue their 
chosen career.” 

Several area PTA em-
ployers have already 
expressed interest in 
partnering with the new 
program and will likely 
be willing to provide job 
shadowing opportunities, 
internships, and job in-
terviews.

Students who are inter-
ested in applying can find 
the application and the 
requirements at www.
patrickhenry.edu/physi-
cal-therapy-assist or for 
more information contact 
Julie Martin at jmartin@
patrickhenry.edu or call 
(276) 656-0288.
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A visitor’s selfie photograph of a 
mural of entertainer Dolly Parton in 
Asheville, N.C., led to the artwork’s 
inclusion in the Appalachian Mural 
Trail.

The Appalachian Mural Trail 
first saw the Parton mural when an 
Asheville visitor uploaded a selfie in 
front of it to muralspotting.com, the 
trail’s web page. 

“Muralspotting.com is a great way 
to keep up with cultural murals we 
may have missed. When we saw the 

Dolly Parton mural we immediately 
contacted Terra Marshall about add-
ing the mural to the Appalachian 
Mural Trail,” said Doreyl Ammons 
Cain, director of the mural trail. 

Marshall is owner and beauty op-
erator of the Beauty Parade in Ashe-
ville.

“We had an unsightly mural on 
our building at 783 Haywood Road. 
So I gave a call to Gus Cutty, an 
Asheville mural artist,” Marshall 
said. 

She convinced another tenant in 
the building, Manning McRaw of 
Broad River Rehab, to help a little 
with the financing. She then sent 
Gus Cutty a 1960s photo of Dolly 
Parton with big hair and flowers 
tucked into her blonde strands. In 
three days the spray can artist had 
a full blown Dolly Parton on the 
side of the Beauty Parade Building, 
totally covering the old mural. 

“It’s hard to believe that so much 
detail can come from a can of spray 
paint,” Marshall said.

She added that every day, “people 
are outside the building snapping 
photos” of the mural. 

Parton became a mega star us-
ing the gifts given her through 

her mountain roots. 
The Appalachian Mu-
ral Trail honors those 
roots, so it added the 
Parton mural to its 
growing trail of more 
than 80 outstanding 
public art murals. 

The Appalachian 
Mountain region is 
home many artists, 
both visual and those 
who tell their story 
with a song. In this 
mural both find a com-
mon bond. Visitors can 
take a selfie in front of 
the Dolly Parton mu-
ral, upload it to the 
selfie page on mural-
trail.com and receive a 
free Appalachian Mu-
ral Trail T-shirt. 

Also recently added 
to the Appalachian 
Mural Trail are 15 
murals found around 
the Blue Ridge in Mar-
tinsville and Roanoke; 
Marion N.C.; and Coe-
burn, Va. The feature 
mural in Martinsville 

is the Circus Mural, a huge scene 
of a circus coming to town including 
elephants. Roanoke’s feature mural 
is a poetry mural with a mocking 
bird. Coeburn’s feature mural is a 
tile mural located on the Crooked 
Road, home of Ralph Stanley, and 
Marion has added the Founder’s 
Trail with six new murals painted 
by community artists. 

Visit muraltrail.com to see the 
murals, read about the artists and 
find directions to the murals. The 
Appalachian Mural Trail’s vision 
is to unite mountain communities 
through art while drawing more 
visitors into the small mountain 
communities. 

Rent the Historic Parish House!

Christ Episcopal Church Parish House, 
located at 311 East Church Street, is  a handsome Georgian 
four columned red brick house.   The present structure, 
dating from 1920, was designated a Virginia Historic 
Landmark and placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1997.  This beautiful 1920’s era home is the 
perfect setting to host a variety of events, for example:

Birthday Parties 
Anniversary Celebrations  
Baby Showers 
Engagement Parties 

Portrait Sessions 
Board Meetings 
Special Dinners 
Club Gatherings

Make your 2019 reservation by June 30, mention this ad 
and save 10% on the rental fee.  For details call the church 
office 276.632.2896 or go to: www.christchurchmvl.org. 

• Residential

• Commercial

• Industrial

• Healthcare

• LED Lighting

• Sports Lighting

• Site Lighting

• Design/Build

• High Voltage

• Underground

• Directional Boring

• Bucket Truck

• Line Truck/Light Crane

• 24 Hour
Emergency Service

Triangle Electric Corporation is 
a locally woman-owned small 
business that has been serving 
Martinsville and Henry Coun-
ty and surrounding areas since 
1965, we have always taken 
great pride in our workmanship 
and value that we can offer our 
customers. Whether it’s a small 
residential service call or large 
industrial expansion, we strive 
to make every customer feel like 
family. Give us a call for your next 
electrical project and experience 
the Triangle Way!

OUR MISSION
Our mission at Triangle Electric 
Corporation is to be recognized 
and appreciated as a quality pro-
vider of safe, efficient, reliable, 
and cost-effective contractor of 
electric services. Our focus will 
always be to meet and exceed 
the needs of our customers.

Triangle Electric 
Corporation

560 Bouldin Rd.
Ridgeway, VA 24148

Office - (276) 957-2281
Fax - (276) 957-1049

www.triangleelectriccorp. com

Appalachian Mural Trail adds Asheville’s Dolly Parton mural

THANK YOU FOR READING THE

Medicaid Expansion 
help is available

Medicaid Expansion is a free or 
low cost adult health care coverage 
program. In order to qualify you 
must be between the ages of 19 and 
64; currently not eligible or enrolled 
in Medicare; and meet household 
income limitations.To see if you are 
eligible, please complete and ap-
plication online at www.common-
help.virginia.gov, go the www.dss.
viriginia.gov website and print out 
an application, visit your local De-
partment of Social Services, or ap-
ply by phone by calling (855) 635-
4370. Applications not completed 
by phone, can be mailed, emailed or 
hand delivered to your local depart-
ment. Assistance with completing 
the Medicaid Expansion applica-
tion will be available at the follow-
ing locations: 

• May 6 - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Virginia 
Career Works, 233 West Com-
monwealth Blvd., Martinsville.

• May 7 - 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Mar-
tinsville and Henry County 
Health Department, 295 Com-
monwealth Blvd., Martinsville. 
Located in the Lobby. 

• May 8 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Bas-
sett Family Practice, 324 T. B. 
Stanley Highway, Bassett.

• May 9 - 12:30 to 3 p.m., Com-
munity Storehouse Food Pantry, 
4201 Greensboro Rd., Ridgeway.

• May 13 - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Virgin-
ia Career Works, 233 West Com-
monwealth Blvd., Martinsville.

• May 14 - 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Mar-
tinsville and Henry County 

Health Department, 295 Com-
monwealth Blvd., Martinsville. 
Located in the Lobby.

• May 15 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Bas-
sett Family Practice, 324 T. B. 
Stanley Highway, Bassett.

• May 16 - 3 to 5 p.m., Ridgeway 
Family Health, 4920 Greensboro 
Road, Ridgeway.

• May 20 - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Virgin-
ia Career Works, 233 West Com-
monwealth Blvd., Martinsville.

• May 21 - 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Mar-
tinsville and Henry County 
Health Department, 295 Com-
monwealth Blvd., Martinsville. 
Located in the Lobby.

• May 22 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Bas-
sett Family Practice, 324 T. B. 
Stanley Highway, Bassett.

• May 23 - 12:30 to 3 p.m., Com-
munity Storehouse Food Pantry, 
4201 Greensboro Rd., Ridgeway.

• May 28 - 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Mar-
tinsville and Henry County 
Health Department, 295 Com-
monwealth Blvd., Martinsville. 
Located in the Lobby.

• May 29 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Bas-
sett Family Practice, 324 T. B. 
Stanley Highway, Bassett.

Once you apply please check your 
mail daily for time sensitive mate-
rial and if you have any changes in 
income, family size, employment 
status, or address that you report 
it as soon as possible to your local 
Department of Social Services. 

If you have questions or for more 
information, call Ann Walker (276) 
732-0509.

http://www.christchurchmvl.org/
http://www.triangleelectriccorp/
http://www.common/
http://www.dss/
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COMING ATTRACTIONS:
Calendar of activities, events in the 

area for May Calendar of Events

(The following information is from visitmartinsville.
com, the website of the Tourism Office of the 
Martinsville-Henry County Economic Development 
Corp., and contributed items. See visitmartinsville.
com for more information on these and other events. 
Also, events held more than once a month are listed 
each time but described only on the first event of the 
month.)

MAy 3
• Mamma Mia! by the Patrick Henry Community 

College Patriot Players; 7 p.m. at the Walker Fine 
Arts Theatre at PHCC. Tickets are $15 in advance 
or $20 at the door.

• Mountain Valley Artisan Barn Spring Arts Festival 
to benefit the Axton Volunteer Fire Department; 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Fine arts and crafts, local vendors, 
barbecue, beer and door prizes. Bands: Pine Moon, 
4-6:30 p.m., and Old Skool, 7-10 p.m.

• Ride ’N Dine on the Dick & Willie Trail, sponsored 
by the Henry County Bike Club, 9:30 a.m. Each 
week cyclists meet at the Liberty Street access point 
of the trail to ride and have lunch at a local eatery. 
A different lunch spot is chosen each week. Call 
Marti at 358-1312 for more information. Rides are 
year-round but are canceled if it’s raining.

MAy 4
• Fido’s Basement Bargains Sale at Fido’s Finds, 

133 E. Main St., Martinsville, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All 
proceeds benefit the Martinsville & Henry County 
SPCA.

• Board Game Day at Blue Ridge Regional Library, 
310 E. Church St., Martinsville, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Free. Call 403-5430 for more information.

• Big Buffet Breakfast at Spencer Ruritan Building, 
40 George Taylor Road, sponsored by the Spencer 
Ruritan Club; 6-10 a.m. Admission: $7 for adults; 
$3 for children. 

• Girls on the Run — Super Run 5K and 8K 
sponsored by VisitMartinsville; 8 a.m. starting at 
the former Druid Hills Elementary School, 746 
Indian Trail, Martinsville. Register at the YMCA; 
call Becky Forestier, 647-3089 or 632-1772, for more 
information.

• MHC Touch-a-Truck at Martinsville Speedway, 
sponsored by the Charity League; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Admission is $5 per child; adults are free. Fire 
truck, police car, ambulance and other vehicles will 
be there; concessions available. Call 340-8935 for 
more information.

• Mountain Valley Artisan Barn Spring Arts Festival 
to benefit the Axton Volunteer Fire Department; 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Fine arts and crafts, local vendors, 
barbecue, beer and door prizes. Bands: Above the 
Fray, 3-5 p.m., and Matt Crowder Band, 5:30–8 p.m.

• Mamma Mia! by the Patrick Henry Community 
College Patriot Players; 7 p.m. at the Walker Fine 
Arts Theatre at PHCC. Tickets are $15 in advance 
or $20 at the door.

•  Expressions 2019 artwork entry for all artists, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Piedmont Arts. 

MAy 5
• Mountain Valley Artisan Barn Spring Arts Festival 

to benefit the Axton Volunteer Fire Department; 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Fine arts and crafts, local vendors, 
barbecue, beer and door prizes. Entertainment by 
Jamie Walker Blue Grass Band, noon–3 p.m.

• Mamma Mia! by the Patrick Henry Community 
College Patriot Players; 7 p.m. at the Walker Fine 
Arts Theatre at PHCC. Tickets are $15 in advance 
or $20 at the door.

• Mountain Bike Ride at Mountain Laurel Trails, 361 
Mountain Laurel Trail, Ridgeway, at 2 p.m. every 
Sunday. For more information, call 340-9144 or 
618-0343. Check the club’s website and Facebook 
pages for possible location changes.

MAy 6
• Storytime at Spencer-Penn Centre, 475 Spencer-

Penn Road; 10:30-11:30 a.m. Carole Anne Penn will 
read a story and lead songs, crafts and play time. 
For more information, call 957-5757.

MAy 7
• Martinsville Rotary Club’s Seafood Fest, 5:30-8 p.m. 

at the New College Institute; $30 per person. Menu 
includes freshly steamed seafood, baked potato, side 
and desert plus non-seafood options. Get tickets 
from Rotary Club members or call 732-5041.

MAy 8
• Senior Summer Bowling League, for all adults age 

50 and older of all skill levels; Wednesday beginning 
May 8 at Sportlanes. Practice begins at 9:05 a.m. 
There is a $5 initial registration fee and $6 per week 
for three games, whether you bowl on a league day, 
pre bowl or are absent. Call 632-60606 or 634-4644 
to preregister.

• Henry County Bike Club variety ride on the Smith 
River Trail System. Call 618-0343 or check the bike 
club’s Facebook page for ride locations and times.

MAy 9
• Annual Seniors Health Fair, 8-11 a.m. at the 

Collinsville YMCA, 395 W. John Redd Blvd. Blood 
pressure, vision and oral cancer screenings available 
as well as oxygen saturation test. Human resource 
providers will have information on community 
services. A snack will be available until 9:30 a.m. 
and a light lunch will be available at 11 a.m. 
Sponsored by Henry County Parks & Recreation 
and Martinsville Senior Center.

• Trail Trekkers, sponsored by Henry County Parks 
& Recreation and Dan River Basin Association, 
hike at Wilson Park, 8:45 a.m. weather permitting. 
Pre-register with parks and recreation, 634-4644.

• Moon Over Buffalo, 7-9 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 44 Franklin St., Martinsville, by 
TheatreWorks Community Players.

• Painting with Ed Gowen: Quoddy Head Lighthouse 
adult art class, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Piedmont 
Arts. Cost: $75 for members, $85 for nonmembers. 
Tickets available at PAA and at PiedmontArts.org.

• Second Thursdays, 5-8 p.m., sponsored by 
Martinsville Uptown to encourage residents to get 
to know the uptown businesses. Many stores will 
extend their hours for the event; many restaurants 

will offer specials.
• Classes and groups at Spencer-Penn Centre, 475 

Spencer-Penn Road. To sign up or clubs or for more 
information, call 957-5757: 

• — Chair aerobics, 11:30 a.m.; sponsored by the M/
HC Coalition for Health & Wellness and taught by 
Paula Battle. 

• — Martial Arts classes, 6 p.m., taught by Sifu 
Kristian Gordon. All ages and all fitness and 
experience levels welcome. Monthly fee: $40 for 
Spencer-Penn members, $65 for non-members. 

• — Aerobic exercise class, 6;30 p.m.; sponsored by 
the M/HC Coalition for Health & Wellness and 
taught by Anita Hooker. 

• Second Thursday Science Talks, 6 p.m. at the 
Virginia Museum of Natural History, 21 Starling 
Ave. For more information, call 634-4141.

MAy 10
• NCBA Mid-Atlantic Regional Tournament Division 

I at Hooker Field. Four college teams will participate 
in the double-elimination tournament that will end 
Sunday. Games at 4 and 7 p.m. Friday. Admission: 
$5; children aged 5 and under are free with a paying 
adult. 

• Ride ’N Dine on the Dick & Willie Trail, 9:30 a.m.
• Music Night at Spencer-Penn Centre. Open mic 

at 5:30 p.m.; Rock Castle Ramblers at 6:20 p.m., 
followed by the New Habit Band. Concessions 
available. Admission: $5. Call 957-5757 for more 
information.

• Moon Over Buffalo, 7-9 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 44 Franklin St., Martinsville, by 
TheatreWorks Community Players.

MAy 11
• Patrick Henry Community College graduation, 10 

a.m. in Stone Hall.
• NCBA Mid-Atlantic Regional Tournament Division 

I at Hooker Field. Four college teams will participate 
in the double-elimination tournament that will end 
Sunday. Games at 9 a.m., noon and 3 p.m. Saturday. 
Admission: $10; children aged 5 and under are free 
with a paying adult. 

• The SOVAH Super Run 5K and 8K, part of Girls 
on the Run/Miles in Martinsville, starting at 8 a.m. 
at Lake Lanier. Happy hair and face painting will 
begin at 7 a.m. Rain or shine. Fees (day of race): 5K, 
$35; 5K virtual run, $35; 8K, $40; 8K virtual run, 
$40; coach or running buddy (adult, 14 and above), 
no charge. Packet pickup will be from noon to 6 p.m. 
May 4 at the Martinsville YMCA and from 6:30-
7:309 a.m. on race day at the former Druid Hills 
Elementary School.

• Pickers and Fiddlers Bluegrass Gospel & Mountain 
Music Songfest, 10 a.m. to noon at Pocahontas 
Bassett Baptist Church, 120 Old Bassett Heights 
Road, Bassett. This is held the second Saturday 
or each month; bring instruments to join in. Free; 
refreshments provided.

• Movie in the Library on the second Saturday of the 
month at Spencer-Penn Centre; 10:30 a.m. Free. 
Call 957-5757 for more information.

• Moon Over Buffalo, 7-9 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 44 Franklin St., Martinsville, by 
TheatreWorks Community Players.

MAy 12
• NCBA Mid-Atlantic Regional Tournament Division 

I at Hooker Field. Four college teams will participate 
in the double-elimination tournament that ends 
Sunday. Games Sunday at 9 a.m. and noon (if 
needed). Admission: $5; children aged 5 and under 
are free with a paying adult. 

• Sunday Road Ride sponsored by the Henry County 
Bike Club, starting at 2 p.m. at the Ridgeway 
Library. For more information, call Tommy at 618-
0343.

• Mountain Bike Ride at Mountain Laurel Trails, 361 
Mountain Laurel Trail, Ridgeway, at 2 p.m. 

MAy 13
• Storytime at Spencer-Penn Centre, 475 Spencer-

Penn Road; 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

MAy 14
• An Overview of Native American Myths, Legends 

and Storytelling presented by Renae “Spring 
Morning” Wagner, 11 a.m. at the Bassett Historical 
Center. Free. For more information, call 629-9191.

• Martinsville City Council, 7:30 p.m.

MAy 15
• Henry County Bike Club variety ride on the Smith 

River Trail System. Call 618-0343 or check the bike 
club’s Facebook page for ride locations and times.

MAy 16
• Diabetes self-management program, Thursdays, 

starting May 16, for six weeks; 2-4:30 p.m. at 
Collinsville YMCA Activity Room 2. Free. Register 
by calling Donna Allen, Southern Area Agency on 
Aging, 632-6442.

• Trail Trekkers hike on the Lakeshore Trail at Fairy 
Stone State Park, 8:45 a.m. weather permitting. 
Pre-register with parks and recreation, 634-4644.

• Classes and groups at Spencer-Penn Centre, 475 
Spencer-Penn Road. To sign up or clubs or for more 
information, call 957-5757: 

• — Chair aerobics, 11:30 a.m. 
• — Martial Arts classes, 6 p.m. 
• — Aerobic exercise class, 6;30 p.m.

MAy 17
• Opening reception for Expressions 2019, sponsored 

by Kings Grant Retirement Community, 6-8 p.m. at 
Piedmont Arts. Free.

• Ride ’N Dine on the Dick & Willie Trail, 9:30 a.m.
• Moon Over Buffalo, 7-9 p.m. at the Black Box 

Theatre, 44 Franklin St., Martinsville, by 
TheatreWorks Community Players.

MAy 18
• Fieldale Heritage Festival, starts at 7 a.m., opening 

ceremony at 9 a.m., 70 Marshall Way, Fieldale. 
Admission is free. 

• Infinity Acres Ranch Annual Spring Carnival 
fundraiser, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 136 Joppa Road, 
Ridgeway. Admission: $2 to see animals, hear 
music, have refreshments, bid on silent auction and 
browse vendors displays; $5 for kids’ game wrist 
band; $2 wagon rides. For more information, call 
358-2378.

• Bassett Hwy. 57 Cruise-In, 4-8 p.m. in downtown 
Bassett. Free admission, popcorn, music; door 
prizes; food court available. All makes and models 
welcome.

• Moon Over Buffalo, 7-9 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 44 Franklin St., Martinsville, by 
TheatreWorks Community Players.

MAy 19
• Barn Quilt Class at Spencer-Penn Center, 475 

Spencer Penn Road, 1-5 p.m., taught by Lauren 
Byron and Mitzi Britt. Cost: $30 and up. Call the 
center at 957-5757 for more information and to 
register.

• Moon Over Buffalo, 7-9 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 44 Franklin St., Martinsville, by 
TheatreWorks Community Players.

• Mountain Bike Ride at Mountain Laurel Trails, 361 
Mountain Laurel Trail, Ridgeway, at 2 p.m. 

MAy 20
• The Smith River Singers will present “Love In All 

Its Glory,” a choral concert conducted by Dr. Pamela 
Randall; 7 p.m. at the Galilean House of Worship, 
5078 A.L. Philpott Highway, Martinsville. For more 
information, go to smithriversingers.org.

• Driver safety refresher course sponsored by Henry 
County Parks & Recreation and AARP Driver 
Safety Program, May 20-21 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
Collinsville YMCA HCPR Activity Room 1. Cost: 
$15 for AARP members, $20 for nonmembers. Bring 
a bag lunch. Preregister at 634-4644 before May 13. 

• Storytime at Spencer-Penn Centre, 475 Spencer-
Penn Road; 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

MAy 21
• Environmental Justice 101, 6 to 8 p.m. at Patrick 

Henry Community College Frith Hall. Sponsored by 
Virginia Organizing.

• Driver safety refresher course, May 20-21 10 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at Collinsville YMCA HCPR Activity 
Room 1. Cost: $15 for AARP members, $20 for 
nonmembers. Bring a bag lunch.

MAy 22
• Piedmont Arts Bus to Broadway to see Hello, 

Dolly! Bus will leave PAA at 4 p.m. for a 7:30 
p.m. performance at the Durham Performing Arts 
Center. Cost: $110 per person; $10 optional boxed 
dinner. Tickets available at PAA and PiedmontArts.
org.

• Henry County Bike Club variety ride on the Smith 
River Trail System. Call 618-0343 or check the bike 
club’s Facebook page for ride locations and times.

MAy 23
• The 11th annual Rooster Walk Music and Arts 

Festival, May 23-26 at Pop’s Farm off Hobson Road 
in Axton. Music genres will include funk, rock, 
bluegrass, country, blues, reggae, jazz, Americana 
and more. Also, food, children’s activities and arts 
and crafts will be available. Visit www.RoosterWalk.
com. for details.

• Classes and groups at Spencer-Penn Centre, 475 
Spencer-Penn Road. To sign up or clubs or for more 
information, call 957-5757: 

• — Chair aerobics, 11:30 a.m. 
• — Martial Arts classes, 6 p.m. 
• — Aerobic exercise class, 6;30 p.m.
• Trail Trekkers hike at Mountain Laurel Trails, 8:45 

a.m. weather permitting. Pre-register with parks 
and recreation, 634-4644.

MAy 24
• Bassett High School graduation, 7-10 p.m.
• Carlisle School commencement, 6 p.m.
• The 11th annual Rooster Walk Music and Arts 

Festival, May 23-26 at Pop’s Farm off Hobson Road 
in Axton. Visit www.RoosterWalk.com. for details.

• Ride ’N Dine on the Dick & Willie Trail, 9:30 a.m.

MAy 25
• Magna Vista High School graduation, 9 a.m. to 

noon.
• Martinsville High School graduation, 10 a.m.
• The 11th annual Rooster Walk Music and Arts 

Festival, May 23-26 at Pop’s Farm off Hobson Road 
in Axton. Visit www.RoosterWalk.com. for details.

MAy 26
• The 11th annual Rooster Walk Music and Arts 

Festival, May 23-26 at Pop’s Farm off Hobson Road 
in Axton. Visit www.RoosterWalk.com. for details.

• Mountain Bike Ride at Mountain Laurel Trails, 361 
Mountain Laurel Trail, Ridgeway, at 2 p.m. 

MAy 27
• Annual Memorial Day Service, noon at Roselawn 

Burial Park. Col. Lewis T. Turner will speak.

MAy 28
• Henry County Board of Supervisors monthly 

meeting, 3 p.m. For more information, contact the 
County Administrators Office, 634-4601.

• Martinsville City Council, 7:30 p.m.

MAy 29
• Henry County Bike Club variety ride on the Smith 

River Trail System. Call 618-0343 or check the bike 
club’s Facebook page for ride locations and times.

MAy 30
• Yoga in the Galleries, noon to 1 p.m. at Piedmont 

Arts. Free for members; $10 for nonmembers.
• Trail Trekkers hike at Mayo Mountain Trail at Mayo 

River State Park, 8:45 a.m. weather permitting. 
Pre-register with parks and recreation, 634-4644.

• Classes and groups at Spencer-Penn Centre, 475 
Spencer-Penn Road. To sign up or clubs or for more 
information, call 957-5757: 

• — Chair aerobics, 11:30 a.m. 
• — Martial Arts classes, 6 p.m. 
• — Aerobic exercise class, 6;30 p.m.

MAy 31
• Martinsville Mustangs opening night at Hooker 

Field. First pitch 7:15 p.m. Visit the team’s 
website, www.martinsvillemustangs.com, for more 
information.

• Ride ’N Dine on the Dick & Willie Trail, 9:30 a.m.

http://www.roosterwalk/
http://www.roosterwalk.com/
http://www.roosterwalk.com/
http://www.roosterwalk.com/
http://www.martinsvillemustangs.com/
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Applications are being 
accepted for students 
to be nominated to the 
U.S. Service Academies

Fifth District U.S. 
Rep. Denver Riggleman 
announced in a news re-
lease that he may nomi-
nate up to 10 residents 
of the 5th District to the 
four U.S. Service Acad-
emies: the U.S. Military 
Academy (West Point), 
U.S. Naval Academy, 
U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy and U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy. At-
tendance at a U.S. Ser-
vice Academy comes 
with the obligation and 
commitment to serve in 
the military for a mini-
mum of five years upon 
graduation, the release 
states. Riggleman may 
nominate up to 10 stu-
dents for each vacant 
academy slot allotted to 
the 5th District of Vir-
ginia. Applicants are 
required to open an ap-
plication directly with 
each of the U.S. Service 

Academies they have 
an interest in attend-
ing, as well as apply to 
Riggleman’s office for a 
congressional nomina-
tion.

To request a U.S. Ser-
vice Academy nomina-
tion from the congress-
man’s office, complete 
the application packet 
on Riggleman’s website 
at: https://riggleman.
house.gov/services/
military-academy-nom-
inations. Applications 
must be submitted to 
Riggleman’s office by 5 
p.m. Oct. 1. Postmarks 
will not be accepted. 
The nomination pack-
ets should be mailed or 
delivered to Matthew 
Becker, Office of Con-
gressman Denver Lee 
Riggleman III, 308 Cra-
ghead St., Suite 102-D, 
Danville, Va. 24541.

Mill Whistle to 
kick off summer 
concert series

To celebrate 100 
years of Fieldale’s her-
itage, The Mill Whis-
tle concert series will 
début on May 11. 

The 2019 concert se-
ries is hosted by Fiel-
dale Recreation, and 
will include a num-
ber of performances 
on multiple dates: 
May 11, featuring 220 
South; June 8, featur-
ing 220 South; July 
6, featuring FATZ, 
August 10, featuring 

REMEDY; September 
7, featuring DE-JA-
VU; and on October 5, 
The Rogues will finish 
out the 2019 concert 
series.

All concerts will 
start at 6 p.m. and a 
variety of bands will 
perform. Donations 
are accepted.

All proceeds ben-
efit the Fieldale Recre-
ation and Pools. 

Concessions will be 
available.

Raiders earn ‘Best of Best’ championship

The Magna Vista 
JROTC Raider Team 
captured its first “Best 
of The Best” (BOB) 
Raider Championship 
on April 13.

The competition in-
cluded the top teams 
from Delaware; Wash-
ington, D.C.; Mary-
land; Virginia; West 
Virginia; North Caro-
lina; and South Caro-
lina. These states cov-
er the JROTC Cadet 
Command’s Fourth 
Brigade, which con-
sists of states from the 
central east coast of 
the United States. 

Teams must earn 
their spot and be in-
vited to compete in 
the Best of The Best 
Raider Champion-
ship. They do that 
by attending qualify-
ing meets throughout 
the year.Only the top 
teams from each state 
are invited.

Magna Vista’s 
JROTC Raiders earned 
their berth by winning 
the Virginia Mixed 
Team State Champi-
onship in November 
2018 along with being 
the top team in other 
qualifiers throughout 
the year. The Warrior 
Raiders won three of 
the four qualifying 
meets they attended. 

MVHS was one of the 
favorites going into the 
day but it did not have 
a championship per-
formance three weeks 
ago, finishing third in 
a qualifier. 

Team Command-
er Jordan Ramsey 
worked hard to ensure 
his team was physi-
cally and mentally pre-
pared for this meet.

“Having a mixed 

team, five males and 
four females, brings 
different strategic 
challenges. This team 
embraced the chal-
lenge and bonded pre-
paring mentally and 
physically, for this 
meet,” he said.

The key to the War-
riors’ championship 
April 13 was consisten-
cy throughout the day, 
finishing in the top 
three of all five events. 
They brought home 
first place in the Logis-
tic Relay, second place 
in the Team Physi-
cal Fitness Challenge 
(TPFC) and One Rope 
Bridge and third in the 
5K Road March and 
Litter Carry events. 

All teams started the 
day with a 5K run in 
the rain.Magna Vista 
tied for 3rd place with 
a time of 27 minutes 29 
seconds.This is a team 
event; the time does 
not stop until the last 
member crosses the 
finish line.All members 
must also stay within 
20 meters of each other 
during the 3.2 miles.

Enrique O’Campo 
and Ramsey were the 
driving force during 
this event by encour-
aging and physically 
assisting teammates.

The next event was 
the TPFC. During 
this event, each team 
member had to carry 
a 5-gallon can of water 
for 20 meters and then 
negotiate a low crawl, 
run up a hill through 
the woods and then 
negotiate a hurdle. 
The team then pulled 
together to carry a log 
approximately 30 me-
ters around a cone and 
back. Once the log was 

in place, the team had 
to run the course (ap-
proximately a half mile 
long) in reverse. 

Since it was a muddy 
day, strategy was key. 
Knowing the course 
would only get worse 
throughout the day, 
the Warrior leaders de-
cided to complete this 
event first before it re-
ally got worn down and 
muddy. The strategy 
paid off, with a time of 
4 minutes 15 seconds, 
six seconds behind the 
leader. 

The litter carry was 
the next event of the 
day. This event consist-
ed of the Raiders car-
rying two litters with 
simulated weights 
of casualties of 120 
pounds approximately 
one-quarter of a mile.
There were obstacles 
throughout the course. 
The first was to lift the 
litters over a 6-foot-
high obstacle, run to a 
low crawl and drag the 
litter 10 meters, then 
run through the woods 
going up and down in-
clines, over downed 
trees and up hills. 

Magna Vista Raiders 
finished with a time of 
1 minute 48 seconds, 
five seconds behind the 
leader. 

After a 40-minute 
break, the Raider team 
tackled the logistic re-
lay.During this event 
the team had to run 
down a 50-yard hill, 
pick up a boat and 
ammo case weigh-
ing 75 pounds, carry 
both to a launch point, 
place the ammo case in 
the boat, row the boat 
across a pond, hand 
the ammo case off to 
two teammates wait-

ing on the other side, 
then get the ammo 
case and boat back to 
their original positions 
and run back up the 
hill to the finish line. 
The course was ap-
proximately a quarter 
mile long with a hurdle 
and other ground ob-
stacles.

After David Sharpe 
and Aaron Woods 
placed the ammo box in 
the boat, Kolby Quigg 
and Ramsey rowed the 
boat to the far shore 
where O’Campo pulled 
the ammo box out of the 
boat. O’Campo, Sharpe 
and Woods took turns 
carrying the ammo box 
back to its original po-
sition.Once Ramsey 
and Quigg rowed the 
boat back to the near 
shore, Kaitlyn Silvers, 
Skye Davis and Trinity 
Davis were waiting to 
pull the boat out of the 
water and carry it back 
to its original position. 
The group’s teamwork 
paid off by finishing 
with a time of 2 min-
utes and 12 seconds, 
the fastest time of the 
meet. 

The last event of the 
day was the one rope 
bridge, historically one 
of the best events for 
Magna Vista Raider 
teams. During this 
event, the members 
have a 14-foot rope 
they must tie as swiss 
seats and a 100-foot 
rope they must use 
to construct a bridge 
between two trees 52 
feet apart so that each 
member can cross the 
rope bridge. At the end, 
the team must take all 
knots out of the rope. 

Skye Davis led the 
way, tying her seat and 

taking the rope to the 
far side in preparation 
for securing it to a tree.
Davis is considered one 
of the fastest in 4th 
Brigade and it was no 
difference on this day 
as she was document-
ed completing her ini-
tial task in 20 seconds.

As Davis completed 
her task, Quigg and 
Savannah Greer pre-
pared the rope with a 
transport knot in prep-
aration for the tighten-
ing of the rope. Davis 
then wrapped the rope 
around the tree on 
her side and the team 
pulled the rope to tight-
en it for crossing. Once 
all the team members 
crossed, Ramsey and 
Davis untied the knots 
and broke down the 

bridge. Despite two 
unchartered 10 second 
penalties, the Warrior 
Raider team finished 
in second place with a 
total time of 1 minute 
59 seconds. 

The competition 
ended a stellar career 
for Ramsey, who has 
led the team to three 
state titles and now a 
Best of the Best Cham-
pionship. He has been 
on the Raider team for 
all four years of his 
high school career and 
Raider commander for 
the past two seasons. 

Other seniors are 
Skye Davis and Zach 
Gilbert.Davis has been 
on the Raider team 
three years; Gilbert is 
in his first year. 

A BRIEF LIST OF THINGS I DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHEN I WAS A KID

By BEN R. WILLIAMS

When I was a kid, I once saw my 
grandpa and my cousin Jerry hang-
ing out in the old shed and drink-
ing from a Mason jar full of clear 
liquid. When they took a sip, they 
shuddered. I was a stealthy child 
and they didn’t see me approach 
until it was too late. When I asked 
them what they were drinking, my 
grandpa told me they were drink-
ing “mineral water.” I didn’t ask for 
any, and for years after, I thought 
mineral water tasted terrible.

When I was a kid, people would 
ask me what I wanted to be when 

I grew up, and I would tell them I 
wanted to be a mad scientist. In ret-
rospect, I regret not pursuing this 
dream, but while my willingness to 
descend into madness was there, 
my math skills were not. I probably 
could have created some great un-
holy abominations, though.

When I was a kid, I noticed that 
life jackets were usually bright or-
ange or bright yellow. I didn’t real-
ize that they allowed you to float, 
so I assumed that the bright colors 
just made it easier to recover your 
body if you fell in the lake. I was of-
ten nervous on boats.

When I was a kid, my grandpa 
was telling me a story about his ex-
periences fighting on the European 
front in World War II. When he got 
to a certain point in the story, he 
told me that he shouldn’t go on be-
cause it would be too much for me. 
At the time, I assumed he saw a fly-
ing saucer in France and he didn’t 
want to tell me about it because he 
knew I was afraid of being abducted 
by aliens.

When I was a kid, I was afraid of 
being abducted by aliens. Now I’m 
afraid I won’t be. 

  When I was a kid and my 

dad was getting ready for work, he 
sometimes talked about having to 
deal with “miscellaneous docket” at 
the courthouse. I always thought he 
was saying “Ms. Elanias Docket,” 
and I assumed she was some trou-
bled lady who was perpetually on 
the wrong side of the law.

When I was a kid, I thought that 
the 1990 “Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles” movie was good.

When I was a kid, I heard some-
thing about how the poet Sylvia 
Plath had taken her own life by 
“sticking her head in the oven.” I 
didn’t know anything about gas 
ovens and carbon monoxide poison-
ing, so I just assumed she turned 
the heat on high and stuck her head 
in there until it was cooked like a 
honey-baked ham. This struck me 
as a pretty hardcore way to go out.  

When I was a kid, I assumed 
that when you turned 21, a switch 
flipped in your brain and you sud-
denly became an Adult. You in-
stantly knew how to do taxes and 
book a flight and you started enjoy-
ing the opera. I later realized I was 
wildly incorrect on all fronts.

When I was a kid, I knew that 
Santa’s elves made all the toys for 

Santa, and since I usually asked 
for a video game for Christmas, it 
made sense that the elves also pro-
grammed video games. It logically 
followed, then, that I could ask 
Santa for a bespoke video game. 
This led me to ask for a copy of Su-
per Mario Bros. 4 for Christmas, a 
video game which did not actually 
exist. As you might imagine, this 
created quite the challenge for my 
parents. 

When I was a kid, my grandpa 
was watching a show about World 
War II on PBS. There was a scene 
with a bunch of marching Nazis. 
My grandpa told me that those were 
the people he fought in the war and 
they took his leg. The TV didn’t get 
great reception and I was about five 
years old and didn’t understand 
who the Nazis were, so for some 
reason, I thought they were pirates. 
It made sense to me that pirates 
would have stolen my grandpa’s 
leg, since so many of them had peg 
legs and they were probably looking 
for replacement legs. 

When I was a kid, I thought that 
the older people got, the wiser they 
became. This is probably the most 
embarrassing one. 

Raider team members are (front, from left) Caleb Motley, Kolby Quigg, Jordan Ramsey, Kaitlyn Silvers, Skye Davis, 
Savannah Greer, (back, from left) David Sharpe, Aaron Woods, Trinity Davis, Zach Gilbert and Enrique O’Campo.

https://riggleman/
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The SOVAH Super 
Run 5K/8K will be 
held May 11, celebrat-
ing the local Girls on 
the Run and STRIDE 
programs.

The races will start 
and finish at the cor-
ner of Susan Lane and 
Indian Trail in Mar-
tinsville. Runners will 
follow a course that 
circles Lake Lanier on 
area paved streets.

The runs, which are 
open to the public, 
will start at 8 a.m. 
and mark the end of 
the 10-week Girls on 
the Run spring season 
which began in Febru-
ary. 

Girls on the Run is 
a nationwide program 
is designed to inspire 
young girls to be joy-
ful, healthy and con-
fident using a fun, 
experience-based cur-
riculum by creatively 
integrating running 
into their lives. 

The curriculum 
combines training 
for a 5K (3.1 miles) 
running event with 
lessons that inspire 
girls to become in-
dependent thinkers, 
enhance their prob-
lem-solving skills and 
make healthy deci-
sions. All of this is ac-
complished through 

collaboration with 
girls and their par-
ents, schools, volun-
teers, staff, and the 
community.

The program serves 
girls in the third- 
through eighth-
grades in teams at Ax-
ton and Meadow View 
elementary schools; 
Collinsville YMCA; 
and Rocky Mount, ac-
cording to Courtney 
Hairston, council di-
rector of Girls on the 
Run and sports direc-
tor at the YMCA.

A similar program, 
called STRIDE, 
serves boys of the 
same ages at Carl-
isle School. Through 
games, coach-led 
group discussions and 
fitness-related activi-
ties, boys are engaged 
in character-building 
lessons that integrate 
running and training 
for a 5K during the 
10-week program. 

STRIDE gives boys 
a chance to share and 
explore issues they 
may face in school, in 
sports, in their com-
munity and at home. 
They learn the impor-
tance of being good 
friends and positive 
role models, working 
as a team and making 
good decisions. The 

weekly lessons teach 
boys to know what is 
right, care about what 
is right and do what 
is right while instill-
ing confidence, build-
ing character and 
encouraging healthy 
lifestyles.

This season there 
are nine boys and 44 
girls in the two pro-
grams. A separate 
season is held in the 
fall.

Because theSOVAH 
Super Run celebrates 
the achievements of 
youth in both pro-
grams, it will include 
a significant number 
of young girls and 
boys along with their 
coaches and mentors.

The run is part of 
Miles in Martinsville, 
which conducts seven 
races throughout the 
year with the support 
of numerous commu-
nity sponsors.

SOVAH Health, 
a long-time Miles 
in Martinsville title 
sponsor, chose to sup-
port and focus on this 
race in particular.

“Sovah Health is 
excited about joining 
forces with Miles in 
Martinsville to pres-
ent the SOVAH Super 
Run – 5K-8K,” said 
Elizabeth Harris, di-

rector of marketing 
and communications 
at Sovah Health. “We 
are pleased to help of-
fer this opportunity 
for many people to 
enjoy a healthy activ-
ity together that im-
proves the well-being 
and overall health of 
our community. This 
directly impacts the 
hospital’s mission of 
making communities 
healthier.”

Participants may 
pick up their pack-
ets with race bibs on 
Friday, May 10, from 
noon to 6 p.m. at the 
YMCA, 3 Starling 
Ave., and from 6:30-
7:30 a.m. on race day 
at the Druid Hills 
School System Office. 
Race day registration 
is also available at 
these times.

Runners are en-
couraged to pre-reg-
ister online at www.
milesinmartinsville.
com. The races will 
start promptly at 8 
a.m.

A course map with 
details as well as com-
plete information on 
the SOVAH Super 
Run 5K/8K and other 
Miles in Martinsville 
events can be found at 
www.milesinmartins-
ville.com.

Relay for Life June 7 at BHS 
The Relay for Life in Henry 

County will begin at 7 p.m. 
June 7 at Bassett High School.

The American Cancer Society 
(ACS) event will begin with an 
opening ceremony which hon-
ors everyone who has been af-
fected by cancer and everyone 
who has contributed to the suc-
cess of this year’s Relay season, 
according to the ASC website.

The survivor/caregiver walk 
is held to honor the strength 
and courage of cancer survi-
vors and caregivers, the web-
site states. 

“It doesn't matter if you were 
diagnosed 10 days ago or 10 
years ago, you can walk while 
everyone gathers together to 
cheer you on,” the site states.

Everyone touched by cancer 
is represented with a luminar-

ia during another ceremony. 
Each light represents a life—a 
life taken by cancer, a survivor 
of cancer or support for a per-
son fighting the disease.

The closing ceremony is the 
time to commit to take action 
and help lead the fight for a 
world free from cancer, the 
website states. It's a time to 
celebrate what has been ac-
complished and a time to unify 
for the work that needs to be 
done.

Money raised by teams at the 
relay helps fund research, free 
rides to treatment, a 24/7/365 
live helpline and more. 

The history of Relay for Life 
dates back to May 1985 when 
Dr. Gordon “Gordy” Klatt 
walked and ran for 24 hours 
around a track in Tacoma, 

Wash., to raise money to help 
the American Cancer Society, 
the website states.

Friends, family, and patients 
watched and supported him 
as he walked and ran more 
than 83.6 miles at the Univer-
sity of Puget Sound and raised 
$27,000 through pledges. As he 
circled the track, he thought of 
how he could get others to take 
part. He envisioned having 
teams participate in a 24-hour 
fundraising event. 

The next year, 19 teams were 
part of the first Relay For Life 
event at the Stadium Bowl and 
raised $33,000. 

After previously battling 
stomach cancer, Gordy died 
from heart failure on Aug. 3, 
2014, at the age of 71.

Run to celebrate end of season for Girls on the Run, STRIDE

The map on top shows the route of the 5k. Below is the 
route of the 8k. 

This is a scene from a previous Girls on the Run and STRIDE event. 

NOW HIRING

NURSES & CNAs

Call us or stop by today to see for yourself why
“Personalized Care is at the Heart of Everything We Do.”

SIGN-ON BONUS AVAILABLE FOR NURSES & CNAs! Generous 
sign on bonus  for experienced and new grads. Contact HR.

Michael Showell, Publisher
Debbie Hall, Editor 

dhall@theenterprise.net
(276) 694-3101

Wendi Craig, Advertising Manager
wendicraig@gmail.com

(276) 340-2445

Give us your view:
The Henry County Enterprise 

encourages letters from our readers on 
topics of general interest to the 

community and responses to our articles 
and columns. Letters must be signed and 
have a telephone number where you can 

be reached to be considered for 
publication. All letters will be verified 

before publication. The Henry County 
Enterprise reserves the right to deny 

publication of any letter and edit letters for 
length, content and style.

If you have news about or an upcoming 
event for your organization, company or 

church, email dhall@theenterprise.net 
and/or call (276) 694-3101

henrycountyenterprise.com

http://www.milesinmartins/
mailto:dhall@theenterprise.net
mailto:wendicraig@gmail.com
mailto:dhall@theenterprise.net
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DAR Chapter marks 
95th anniversary

The General Jo-
seph Martin Chap-
ter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, 
celebrated the 95th 
anniversary of its 
founding on March 13.

“Honoring Our Own 
— Past and Present” 
was the theme of the 
luncheon meeting.

In keeping with the 
meeting’s theme, the 
chapter honored past 
regents by signing 
cards to show appre-
ciation for their past 
and continued service 
to the chapter. Past 
Regents Mary Jo Lit-
tlefield (1998-2001) 
and Daphne Stone 
(2007-2010) were 
present. Each received 
a card of appreciation 

and long-stemmed red 
rose.

A photo copy the let-
ter which the chap-
ter’s organizing regent 
received in 1924 from 
the organizing sec-
retary general, Mrs. 
William Sherman 
Walker, was included 
in a packet given to 
each chapter member 
at the luncheon. They 
also received a hand-
out with a short his-
tory of the chapter and 
the names and dates 
of service of all past 
regents.

The chapter’s new-
est member, Christy 
Hall, received a mem-
bership card and a 
long-stemmed red 
rose. 

Certificates of mem-
bership were given to 
Daphne Blackwell, 
70s; Catherine Cor-
many, 40 years; Lew-
is Riddle, Elizabeth 
DeVault and Julia 
Elks, 20 years; and 
Susan Handy, five 
years.

The table for the lun-
cheon was decorated 
in red and blue and a 
notepad with the DAR 
insignia was placed at 
each table setting.

The meeting con-
cluded with members 
discussing how the 
DAR had been mean-
ingful in their lives 
and what they hope to 
see in the chapter as 
it nears its 100th an-
niversary.

“Stella’s Day Trips”
PHILPOTT DAM

The sight is so ma-
jestic you can feel 
it — a concrete wall 
massively towers high 
above a rushing river 
of aqua green.  It is 
strong, solid and holds 
Philpott Lake, which 
seems touched only by 
the hands of nature, 
lush forests, moun-
tains, birds and sky.

Endless views sur-
round the park, from 
mountain level to 
the water’s edge, and 

beauty is abundant, 
whether the scent of 
cool water and sun-
shine or warm dried 
pine needles. The 
earth is damp, bloom-
ing burgundy trillium 
and ferns that seem 
to attract swallowtail 
butterflies.

Philpott Dam’s 
stately barrier re-
leases the Smith 
River from confine-
ment through a small 
channel at its base. 

The loud, splashing 
roar quickly smooths 
within the rocky shore 
banks that glitter of 
fool’s gold and shim-
mering mica.   

The river’s flow 
freshens the air and 
quickly mellows its 
course, gently lap-
ping broken boulders 
and washing sand to 
the river’s depths. 
Among rhododendron 
groves, weathered 
foot paths carefully 
trail through serene 
escapes and scale the 
scene through short, 

steep switchbacks.
All outdoor recre-

ational activities are 
accessible at Philpott 
Dam: camping, fishing, 
bird watching, hiking 
and biking. People of 
all ability levels can 
enjoy the visit, with or 
without their canine 
companion.

A Visitor’s Center 
features the history of 
the man-made master-
piece as well as local 
wildlife information.  
Parking, bathrooms, 
picnic tables, benches, 
shelters and a play-

ground all are on site.
Good gripping shoes 

are recommended.
Directions:  from 

Roanoke, take 220 
South to VA-57 West/
Fairystone Park High-
way at Bassett.  Turn 
right onto Philpott 

Dam Road to reach the 
Philpott Dam Visitors 
Center, 1058 Philpott 
Dam Rd, Bassett, Va.

Email questions/
suggestions to: Stella 
Lane---email:  stellat-
ripsfordays@outlook.
com.

One of the many breathtaking views in and around Philpott 
Lake. 

Pictured is Philpott Dam, which was built in 1948 by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to provide flood control in the 
Roanoke Valley. The dam began hydropower production in 
1953, and spans 3000 acres of water.

A view of Philpott Lake, which is situated in the mountains 
of Patrick, Henry and Franklin counties. The lake is a 
picturesque setting for outdoor enthusiasts. Philpott is 
owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USCOE) and is 
managed primarily for flood control and hydroelectric power 
generation. Facilities include boat landings, campgrounds, 
picnic areas, beaches, and hiking trails.

Expressions 
2019 to opens at 
Piedmont Arts

annual exhibit to feature work by regional 
artists

More than 100 regional artists will exhibit 
work in Expressions 2019, an open-entry ex-
hibit on display May 18 through July 19 at 
Piedmont Arts.

Presented annually by the museum and 
Lynwood Artists, Expressions is a judged ex-
hibition that awards artists with prizes in 
seven entry categories, as well as purchase 
awards, the Lynwood Artists Award and 
Best in Show. This year’s exhibition is judged 
by Jeff Liverman, executive director of Floyd 
Center for the Arts in Floyd.

King’s Grant, Lynwood Artists and Pied-
mont Arts will host an Opening Reception and 
Awards Ceremony in honor of Expressions 
2019 on Friday, May 17 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
museum. The awards ceremony will begin at 
7 p.m. Complimentary wine and light refresh-
ments will be served. RSVP attendance by 
calling (276) 632-3221 or online at Piedmon-
tArts.org. 

Artists interested in entering Expressions 
2019 should submit their work at Piedmont 
Arts on Saturday, May 4 between 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. Before entering work, all artists should 
review the Expressions 2019 entry form with 
rules and important information about the en-
try process. Entry forms are available at Pied-
mont Arts and online at PiedmontArts.org. 

Mini Maker Faire 
returns to PHCC

The Martinsville 
Mini Maker Faire will 
return to Patrick Hen-
ry Community College 

on Saturday, May, 
18. A family-friendly 
showcase of invention 
and creativity, the 

Maker Faire gathers 
scientists, designers, 
and technology-enthu-
siasts to give attend-
ees a glimpse into the 
future with demon-
strations and hands-on 
exhibits of the latest 
maker technology. The 
Maker Fair will last 
will from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the college’s 
Dalton IDEA Center in 
uptown Martinsville.

From 3-D printing to 
laser cutting, partici-
pants will get a hands-
on maker experience 
- creating custom take-
aways with the variety 
of high-tech gadgets in 
the FabLab. Attend-
ees can learn to solder 
and program their own 
miniature robots, de-
sign their own t-shirts, 
laser cut custom stick-
ers, and more. Some of 
the equipment demon-
strations will include a 
3-D Doodler pen, virtu-
al reality goggles, and 
laser engraver among 
many others. 

“Martinsville is full 
of cutting-edge inno-

vation. If you haven’t 
been to the IDEA 
Center yet, you may 
not realize the hub 
of technology that’s 
right here,” says Matt 
Ratliff the college’s co-
ordinator of Communi-
ty Development. “With 
the Maker Faire, we 
hope to showcase the 
great resources that 
are right here and in-
spire people to get cre-
ative.”

Admission is free, 
but pre-registration 
is recommended. To 
register, go to martins-
ville.makerfaire.com. 
To participate in the 
t-shirt customization, 
attendees are encour-
aged to bring their own 
T-shirts. The IDEA 
Center is located on 26 
Fayette Street in Up-
town Martinsville.  

For community 
craftsmen and makers 
who would like to have 
an exhibit in the Mar-
tinsville Mini-Maker 
Faire, the deadline to 
apply is May 6. Con-
tact the IDEA Center 
at (276) 656-5461 or 
email FabLab coordi-
nator Chris Wagoner 
at cwagoner@patrick-
henry.edu.

The Martinsville Mini Maker Faire returns to Patrick Henry 
Community College on May, 18. 

mailto:ripsfordays@outlook
mailto:cwagoner@patrick
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from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. and 
on Saturday May 11 from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Yard Sale FridaY 
MaY 3 and SaturdaY 
MaY 4 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at 2837 Old Mill Rd. 
Patrick Springs. Weather 
permitting. Tables, Chairs, 
a Scanner, and other nice 
things.

Moving and ga-
rage Sale. Friday 
May 3 and Saturday May 
4. Two families. 1751 and 
1791 Countyline Road, 
Bassett. Everything must 
go.

for sale
1977 dodge Char-
ger daYtona edi-
tion $3000 3 speed 
automatic, 360 V8, T 
Tops. Car runs and drives 
great.  T Tops do not leak. 
Has some slight rust, but 
is easily fixable. Interior 
needs some TLC, but fix-
able.  There is an addi-
tional parts car for sale 
as well from a third party. 
Call or text Blake for more 
information: (276) 692-
4542.

honda atv Fore-
Man 500 4Wd for sale 
and 3 cemetery plots in 
Section 18 at Roselawn 
in Martinsville. Call (276) 
930-1373.

530 heSSton Bailer 
$4000, Kubata DM 1022 
Disc Mower $7000.  Buy 
both for $10,000. Contact 
(276) 952-5281.

help wanted

BuSY ChildCare 
Center looking for part 
time teacher’s assistant 
and someone to cook, 
clean, and other duties. 
Must be a non-smoker, 
dependable, neat, work 
well with others, pass 
background check and 
willing to complete re-
quired training. Call 930-
3866 and ask for Wendy. 

FairY Stone State 
Park is currently accept-
ing applications for the 
following wage and sea-
sonal positions:  House-
keeping, Lifeguard, Office 
Specialist, and Mainte-
nance Ranger. Apply in 
person at 967 Fairystone 
Lake Drive, Stuart. 

PreMier StaFFing 
SourCe, inC. iS in 
need oF FlaggerS/
laBorerS to work with 
its client VDOT in the Mar-
tinsville area (Henry and 
Patrick County). Flagger 
certification and CPR/
First Aid is required or 
must be able to acquire. 
Candidates also must be 
able to pass a background 
check. For more informa-
tion and to apply, please 
call Darlene Dawkins at 
804-916-1484. EEO
helP Wanted at 
BuSY ConvenienCe 
Store and reStau-
rant To start imme-
diately. Must be able to 
work evenings weekends, 
and work with the public. 
Apply in person at Rob-

erts Market & Lighthouse 
Grill, 3918 Fairystone 
Park HWY Stuart, inter-
views will be Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. Ask 
for David.

PriMland iS Cur-
rentlY intervieW-
ing For all dePart-
MentS: F&B, Culinary, 
Guest Services, Valet, 
Housekeeping, Spa, Golf 
shop, Golf course main-
tenance, grounds main-
tenance, and Hunting and 
Fishing guides. You may 
apply in person or on our 
website at: www.primland.
com. Primland is an EOE.

truCk driver 
Wanted For loCal 
logging CreW  Apply 
in person only at 1747 Jeb 
Stuart Highway, Stuart.

tri-area CoMMuni-
tY health is a Feder-
ally Qualified Community 
Health Center with cen-
ter locations in Ferrum, 
Floyd, and Laurel Fork, 
VA. We are currently 
seeking a full-time HR Di-
rector with an anticipated 
start date of June 2019. 
This position is respon-
sible for coordinating all 
employment, recruiting 
and credentialing ac-
tivities; payroll entry and 
submission to payroll ser-
vice provider; track em-
ployee vacation, sick and 
personal accruals; track 
contract employee CE, 
license, dues and publi-
cation allowances. Main-
tains employee person-
nel records.  Maintains 
employee performance 
appraisal, notifying super-
visor when review is due.  
Enrolls employees in 
group life and health. Re-
sponsible for enrolling 
employees in group retire-
ment program as well as 
other available cafeteria 
plans.   Personnel record 
maintenance. Serves as 
a member of the Qual-
ity Improvement Commit-
tee. We offer a competi-
tive salary and benefits. 
Please send CV to hr@
triarea.org or call (276) 
398-2292, ext 2214 for 
more information. E/O/E

PatriCk henrY CoM-
MunitY College in 
MartinSville, va 
haS the FolloWing 
joB oPeningS: Indus-
trial Electronics Technol-
ogy Faculty, Fast Forward 
Career Coach, MHC After 
3 High School Director, 
RVHI Career Coach-
Patrick County Site, After 
School Site Director, MHC 
After 3 Program Leader, 
and Adjunct Faculty in 
Biology, Nursing, Electri-
cal Continuing Education, 
Carpentry, Plumbing, and 
HVAC. For details and 
application information 
please visit http://patrick-
henry.edu/ , scroll to the 
bottom of the page, and 
click on Employment Op-
portunities. Patrick Henry 
Community College is an 

ClassIfIed

CALL (276)  694-3101 
TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes it illegal to 

advertise "any preference, limitations or discrimination based on 
race, color, sex or national origin," or an intention to make any 
such preferences, limitation or discrimination. Our readers are 

informed that all dwellings advertised in this paper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate or employment which is in violation of the law.

servICes

help wanted help wantedYard sale

ClaYton kendriCk 
Paving Gravel haul-

ing and spreading/
grading,paving and seal 
coating. 35 years experi-
ence in spreading gravel 

and paving. 
Reasonable rates.

Call (276) 694-7786

need Your 
Yard MoWed? 

Call Wayne Nidiffer, 
(276) 694-7268.

houSe Painting
Interior and exterior, pres-
sure washing, log cabin 
and deck staining, repair 

and paint metal roofs. 
Call George Scott 
(276) 229-9712.

hoMetoWn CoMPut-
er and eleCtron-

iCS rePair - For onsite 
computer electronics lap-
top & mobile device ser-
vice and support for all 
operating systems. Pick 
up and delivery available 
if needed Reasonable flat 
fee. 25 years experience. 

Call Don at 
(276) 694-4252.

hYdro air SYSteMS  
Heating Cooling & Elec-

trical Contractors Sales & 
Services Licensed in VA 
& NC (276) 694-7308.

CarPenter - Interior/
Exterior. Fencing decks 

porches barns sheds de-
molitions tree work. Rea-
sonable rates.  Call Nick 
Morris at (276) 582-2089 

or (757) 621-5219

dannY’S landSCaP-
ing and laWn Care -  
driveway scraping, bush 
hogging, light backhoe, 
debris removal, mow-
ing, mulching, plowing. 
Insured, free estimates. 

Discounts for seniors and 
veterans. Call (276) 694-

6236.

haZelWood 
truCking inC. Gravel 
sand dirt contact Danny 
or Mike (276) 694-7718. 
Over 60 years of experi-

ence. Serving Patrick 
County and surrounding 

areas.

helMS SePtiC 
ServiCe - Systems 
pumped repaired and 
installed RotoRooter 

Sewer line jetting. Por-
table restroom rental. 

Scott Pike Owner. 
Call (276) 694-7093.

“honeYdo”
handYMan Ser-

viCeS, llC   Carpentry, 
plumbing, repairs, paint-
ing, maintenance. Visit 
www.prohoneydo.com. 
Call (276) 952-8531 for 
speedy service. Let’s 

tackle that “honeydo” list.

Martin’S SePtiC 
ServiCe

Pumping Repair and
Installation Trenching and
Excavating. Experienced

Qualified and 
Reasonable.

Call (276) 694-2777
Cell (276) 692-4328

neSter FaMilY 
laWn ServiCeS 

power washing, bush 
hogging, wood chipping 
and hedge pruning. Call 

Landon and Connie 
Nester (276) 952-5873 or 

(276) 952-8885.

S and j hoMe 
reModeling and 

laWn Care. 
Home (276) 930-1095 
Cell (540) 250-2557

Steve’S MoWer 
rePair

Service and repair for all
makes of lawn mowers.

Pick up and delivery for a
reasonable charge based

on your location.
We offer disposal of old

mowers with free pick up.
Call 276-694-3748.

If no answer, leave your
name and number.
We’ll call you back.

WhitloW eXCavat-
ing & logging inC.
All types of excavating: 
Land Clearing Base-
ments Footers Roads 

Driveways Ponds Septic 
Dirt Hauling and more. 

BUYING LAND AND/OR 
TIMBER Select Cut or 

Clear Cut Call (276) 930-
3854  email: whitlowex-
cavating@yahoo.com.

WeStern green 
giantS 3 gallon pots, 
$25 and up. Beautiful, 
locally grown in Claud-
ville. (276) 251-8202 

danvalleynursery@gmail.
com Other nursery stock 

available.

for rent

ararat, va. neWlY 
renovated 1 BdrM, 
1 Bath aPartMent. 
Stove and Refrigerator in-
cluded. Pet friendly. 
$350.00 per month. Se-
curity Deposit, applica-
tion, and references re-
quired. 276-251-1182 or 
336-251-1182.

Yard sale
FaMilY Yard & ga-
rage Sale, Rain or 
Shine. 661 Collinstown 
Road, Stuart. Thursday, 
May 9 and Friday, May 10 

Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer and does not dis-
criminate on the basis of 
race, color, national ori-
gin, sex, religion, sexual 
orientation, gender iden-
tity, disability, age, or vet-
eran’s status.  Women 
and minorities are encour-
aged to apply. 

anounCeMentS 
Veteran seeking pardon. 
American Legion member. 
Proclaimed innocence 
since 2001. Assessed 
low risk. Parents only 
son. Please sign online at 
www.change.org/p/ralph-
s-northam-clemency-for-
jeffrey-gardner

auCtionS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide or in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 
audiences.  Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net

LARGE ESTATE 
AUCTION OF VINTAGE 
VEHICLES, MILITARY 
M E M O R A B I L I A , 
TRACTORS, TOOLS 
AND MORE. Live 
and Online Auction. 
Saturday, May 11 | 9 am 
– 3 pm | Amelia, VA. | 
1-877-MOTLEYS | www.
MOTLEYS.com

antiQueS ShoW/
Sale

BIG ANTIQUES & 
Collectibles Show/
Sale, May 10-11, 64th 
Shenandoah Antiques 
Expo, Expoland, 
Fishersville, VA (I-64,Exit 
91), 300 dealers, five 
buildings & outside.  
Fri. & Sat. 9-5. www.
heritagepromotions.net, 
434-846-7452.

eduCation/Career 
training 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. 
Financial aid for qualified 
students - Career 
placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance SCHEV 
certified 877-204- 4130

helP Wanted / 
driverS

NEED CDL Drivers?   

Advertise your JOB 
OPENINGS statewide or 
in other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
to reach truck drivers.  
Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net 

real eState 
For Sale

ATTN. REALTORS:  
Advertise your listings 
regionally or statewide.  
Print and Digital Solutions 
that get results!  Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

ServiCeS
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost.  
No court appearance. 
Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook).  757-490-
0126 Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hi l tonol iverattorneyva.
com.

servICes

3x6- 10.92          3x14- 25.48
3x7- 12.74          3x15- 27.30
3x8- 14.56          3x16- 29.12
3x9- 16.38          3x17- 30.94
3x10- 18.20        3x18- 32.76
3x11- 20.02        3x20- 36.40
3x12- 21.84        3x22- 40.04
3x13- 23.66        3x24- 43.68

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

http://www.primland/
http://patrick/
http://www.prohoneydo.com/
mailto:cavating@yahoo.com
mailto:danvalleynursery@gmail
http://www.change.org/p/ralph-
mailto:landonc@vpa.net
http://www.boatangel.com/
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Like & Share Our Henry County 
Enterprise Facebook Page, And Be 

Entered For A Chance To Win 
2 FREE Rooster Walk Tickets 

May 23 - 26, 2019
Tickets Are One Day 
General Admission

Simply go to our Facebook page at
facebook.com/HenryCountyEnterprise

Like our page and share this post with your friends!

The Event Will Be Held

Drawing To Be Held 
Monday, May 20th

Students in Damian Dydyn’s 
seventh-grade geography class at 
Carlisle School were challenged to 
think creatively for a recent project 
on Mesoamerica. 

Dydyn, who is in his first year 
at Carlisle, presented his students 
with a Bingo Board which con-
tained 24 separate projects about 
Mesoamerican culture. Much like 
the game of Bingo, students were 
asked to fill in five squares on the 
board either horizontally, vertical-
ly or diagonally. Those who picked 
an optional sixth square to com-
plete were able to earn extra credit. 

Projects included writing a poem, 
designing a map, describing native 
dances, role-playing events and 
more. For each project, the stu-
dents could choose to discuss the 
Olmecs, Mayans, Aztecs or Incas. 
They were given one week to select 
their desired tasks, conduct their 
research and complete each proj-
ect. 

“I liked this project because it 
wasn’t necessarily assigned to us, 
but we got to choose what we want-
ed to do. I also liked the project 
because they were shorter but mul-
tiple instead of one big project.,” 
said student Cole Abercrombie of 
Danville. 

Miguel Arao of Martinsville chose 
to create a word scramble puzzle 
using Mesoamerican vocabulary 
terms including aqueduct, conquis-
tador, hieroglyphics and chinampa. 
“I really liked drawing and creat-
ing the scramble and the image of 
the god. I also learned about Meso-
american culture and customs,” he 
said.

The projects allowed the students 
to be as creative as they wished. 
Victoria Shelton of Danville se-
lected the square for drawing an ad 
enticing citizens to join her civili-
zation and brought that concept to 
fruition as a real estate brochure 
and a yard sign for an open house. 
The original leaflet highlighted 
the village’s recreation center, ball 
courts, firepit and aqueducts as 

Mesoamerica project challenges kids at Carlisle

Performance film manufacturing 
training held for Eastman at NCI

Local manufactur-
ing experts recently 
received five days of 
specialized training at 
New College Institute 
(NCI). 

NCI and Optima-
tion Technology Inc. 
teamed up to develop 
and provide Eastman 
employees instruction 
about best-in-class 
web handling tech-
niques involved in per-
formance film manu-
facturing.

“The class really 
helps us diagnosis is-
sues and identify de-
fects,” said Paul Miller, 
a manager at East-
man.

Ralph Shultz, NCI’s 
coordinator of perfor-
mance film, and Kevin 
Cole, senior web han-
dling development en-
gineer at Optimation 
Technology, instructed 
the workshop. 

NCI’s Center for Ad-
vanced Manufacturing 

provides support to 
regional industry part-
ners by offering classes 
and teaching platforms 
to optimize production. 
Its academic coater is 
a specially designed 
piece of equipment 
that incorporates sev-
eral performance film 
techniques and plays 
a critical role in the 
training by allowing 
participants to apply 
what they learn and 
experience firsthand 
how the instruction 
relates to their day-to-
day work.

Thirty percent of 
the world’s coated and 
dyed film is produced 
in Martinsville and 
Henry County. Accord-
ing to both instructors, 
to stay competitive, 
companies need to 
meet the demand for 
new challenges that 
include thinner, wid-
er and more delicate 
products. 

Intensive theater lab set 
The Emmy Award-winning Gran-

din Theatre Film Lab will offer two 
separate weeks of Film Lab Sum-
mer Intensive in June in uptown 
Martinsville. 

A maximum of 12rising 9th 
through rising 12th grade students 
in Martinsville and Henry County 
will be accepted for each week of 
camp.

The Summer Intensive offers 
hands-on learning in screenwriting, 
acting, cinematography, production, 
editing and technology. No previous 
experience is necessary, but a strong 
interest in the art of filmmaking is 
important. 

Students will use professional 
camera and audio equipment, iMac 
computers and professional video 
editing software to complete short 

films in a team-oriented environ-
ment. 

The camps will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. June 10-14 or June 17-21. 
Lunch and snacks will be provided. 

They will be held at the NCI King 
Building in uptown Martinsville. 
Students will use uptown as a cam-
pus for filmmaking.

The cost is $100 per student. 
Scholarships are available to stu-
dents who may require financial as-
sistance.

To apply online, go to www.grand-
intheatre.com/film-lab-program. 
For additional information, email 
grandinfilmlab@gmail.com.

The Grandin Theatre Film Lab 
Martinsville Summer Intensive is 
sponsored by the For Alison Foun-
dation, www.foralison.org.

Eastman employees receive hands-on training at New 
College Institute’s Center for Advanced Manufacturing. 

Projects submitted by Walker Davis of 
Danville include a decipher code and a 
poem about Quetzalcoatl, a feathered 
serpent who was a mythical culture hero for 
several cultures including the Mayan. 

selling features.
According to Beth Gammons, di-

rector of Middle School, “Activities 

like this inspire children to learn 
by allowing them the freedom to 
express their knowledge in a vari-
ety of ways. In the real world, ev-
erything is not dictated to us; we 
must make decisions daily which 
requires a higher level of thinking. 
Our faculty at Carlisle work each 
day to provide opportunities for 
students to learn in creative ways 
to showcase their passions and 
strengths.”

Once the projects were complet-
ed, they were displayed, and all stu-
dents presented their work to their 
classmates to share the knowledge 
gained. The projects will remain 
on display in the Roy Building for 
other students and guests to view. 

Carlisle School is enrolling new 
students for the 2019-2020 school 
year and has academic scholarships 
available for new students entering 
the 6th, 9th and 10th grades. 

Victoria Shelton of Blairs shows a real estate brochure and a yard sign that she created to 
entice new residents to join her culture. 

http://www.grand/
mailto:grandinfilmlab@gmail.com
http://www.foralison.org/
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POP’S FARM   •   675 HOBSON ROAD, MARTINSVILLE, VA   •   WWW.ROOSTERWALK.COM
RIVER FLOATS       •       ART       •       FOOD       •       BEER       •       CAMPING       •       KIDS’ ACTIVITIES

KING & STRINGS
Marcus King 

and Billy Strings

THE JAMMY JAM
Hosted by

The Lil Smokies

YARN MORRISON
Yarn plays

Van Morrison

GALACTIC • SAM BUSH • SHOVELS AND ROPE • THE MARCUS KING BAND  
BILLY STRINGS      •       STEEP CANYON RANGERS      •      TURKUAZ
KING & STRINGS (MARCUS KING AND BILLY STRINGS)       •        BIG SOMETHING
SIERRA HULL   •    GHOST LIGHT    •    THE LIL SMOKIES    •    THE STEEL WHEELS  
YARN • ROOSEVELT COLLIER BAND • MOUNTAIN HEART • THE BLACK LILLIES 
THE JAMMY JAM (HOSTED BY THE LIL SMOKIES) • ‘YARN MORRISON’ • KENDALL STREET CO.
RUNAWAY GIN    •    THE TRONGONE BAND    •    FIRESIDE COLLECTIVE    •    SOUTH HILL BANKS
THE VEGABONDS     •     PALMPALM     •     DISCO RISQUÉ     •     STATE BIRDS     •     SANCTUM SULLY
C2 & THE BROTHERS REED   •   KATE RHUDY    •    ADAR   •   THE FOLLY   •   CHAMOMILE & WHISKEY
AFTER JACK • PROSPERITY’S FOLLY • THE DROVE • JULES & THE AGREEABLES • PHCC JAZZ BAND • MHC PRAISE BAND • AARON CROWE

ARTISTS AT LARGE 
ROOSEVELT COLLIER    |    JOHN COWAN    |    WALLACE MULLINAX    |    JOSH SHILLING    |    ED TOTH

MAY 23-26, 2019“MORE THAN A FESTIVAL”

Farm Fresh 
for Seniors 
on tap

Farm Fresh for Seniors, also 
known as the Senior Farmer’s 
Market Nutrition Program, is 
available through Southern 
Area Agency on Aging (SAAA). 

Eligible seniors may receive 
$40 worth of coupons that can be 
used to purchase locally grown 
fresh fruits, vegetables and cut 
herbs at participating farmers 
markets. 

The number of people who can 
participate is limited. 

Beginning on Wednesday, 
May 8, SAAA will take applica-
tions over the phone. SAAA also 
will continue to take applica-
tions throughout the following 
week(s) while the supply of cou-
pons lasts.

People will be eligible to par-
ticipate if they:

• Are (or will be) 60 years of 
age or older on or before July 1, 
2019.

• Live in Danville, Martins-
ville, Franklin County, Patrick 
County, Henry County or Pitt-
sylvania County. Residents of 
Henry and Pittsylvania coun-
ties must have access to and be 
willing to shop at participating 
farmers markets outside their 
county.

• Do not live with and are not 
an immediate family member of 
the farmer who grows the pro-
duce.

• Have a gross monthly house-
hold income that does not exceed 
the income requirements of the 
program. The income limit for 
the program changes from year 
to year so people who qualified 
for the program in the past may 
not be eligible this year.

To apply for coupons, contact 
Southern Area Agency on Aging 
at 632-6442 or toll-free at 1-800-
468-4571, beginning May 8.

Applicants must be prepared 
to provide total gross household 
income information when apply-
ing over the phone or in person.

Sanville School raises equipment funds

Elks promote eye safety in schools

The Martinsville Elks Lodge #1752 recently donated 40 pair of safety glasses to Franklin County High School and 20 pair of safety 
glasses to Patrick County High School. Providing safety glasses to schools is one of the Virginia Elks Association’s State Major 
Projects. Shown wearing the glasses in class are Ashley Perkins (left), a senior at Franklin County High School who will study welding 
at Patrick Henry Community College this fall, and Jesse Hazard, a 10th grader at Patrick County High School. 

Additional fundraisers are planned at Sanville Elementary School to help 
pay for new playground equipment. 

A Bingo fundraiser at Sanville Elementary School was well attended.

By Angela Jones
A bingo fundraiser 

was held on April 12 at 
Sanville Elementary 
School to raise money 
for new playground 
equipment.

Nearly 300 people 
attended the event. 

"The contributed suc-
cess of this fundraiser 
goes to the community 
rallying around the 
school," said Elizabeth 
Motley, principal. The 
amount raised was not 
disclosed. 

Sanville’s school 
improvement team 
expects to have more 
fundraisers to help 
reach the goal of rais-
ing $30,000 to $40,000 
over the next two 
years. The targeted 

deadline for the new 
playground equipment 
is the 2020-21 school 
year. 

"We know that re-
cess is great for physi-
cal and cognitive de-
velopment. Allowing 
students to have a 
break will help their 
social and emotional 
skills as well," Motley 
said. 

Anyone wishing to 
donate to the project 
may make checks pay-
able to Sanville El-
ementary School and 
mail them to Sanville 
Elementary School, 19 
Sanville School Road, 
Bassett, Va. 24055. 
Write "playground 
fund" in the memo line 
of the check. 

http://www.roosterwalk.com/
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Starting at

$695

$495 
Set

As Low As

Huge 
Savings

Huge 
Savings

Huge 
Savings

Washers & Dryers

* photos are for illustration purposes only

Lift Chairs
Starting At

$699

Recliners
Starting At


