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By Ginny Wray
A Polish company’s decision to 

build a glass processing operation 
in Henry County began when a 
local businessman saw a company’s 

need and suggested a local solution. 
Bobby Lankford sparked the ef-

fort that culminated in July with 
the announcement that Press Glass 
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recipe for Hope
Local man sells his homemade foods to finance 

his long-awaited kidney transplant

WHat’s 
HappeninG:
•	 Bassett Heritage festival  

coming soon, page 2-a
•	 Calendar of events, page 5-B
•	 racing Legends to appear at 

Cruise-in, page 1-B
•	 oktoberfest takes shape,  

page 1-B
•	 pCMa unveils fall shows,  

page 1-B
•	 stokes stomp on the dan 

planned, page 6-B

Woods brings 
new voice to 
city council

Local businessman had key role 
in bringing press Glass to CCBC

By Ginny Wray
Special to The enterprise
The cakes, cookies and other 

goodies that come out of James 
Helms’ kitchen do more than 
satisfy someone’s sweet tooth. 
They feed Helms’ hopes for his 
future.

Helms owns Heavenly Baker, 
selling the baked goods, chili, 
baked beans and other foods he 
prepares to raise money for a 
kidney transplant. His business 
card calls it “Baked Goods for a 
Cause.”

A transplant, he said, is his 
best hope for a future unteth-
ered from dialysis machines.

Helms, of Martinsville, was 
diagnosed with end stage renal 
disease and has been on dialy-
sis since November 2016. 

“There really is no cure,” he 
said recently. “The treatment is 
a transplant or dialysis.”

So to raise at least the $20,000 
down payment for a transplant, 
Helms takes to his kitchen and 
turns out pies, French pastries, 
cakes, gourmet cupcakes and 
cookies, breads, chili and other 
foods. He sells his creations at 
the Farmers Market in uptown 
Martinsville on Saturdays and 
Wednesdays when his health 
permits and also through ad-
vanced orders by phone and 
email.

Business has been good, he 
said, and most of the time he 
sells out at the market.

“Baking and cooking still are 
a passion of mine,” he said, ex-
plaining that he once had a ca-
reer in the restaurant industry. 
“I’m not trying to make a profit. 
I only sell (food) for what I put 
into it.”

diVerse 
BaCKGround

Helms, 48, grew up in Char-
lotte, N.C. When he was 16, he 
started working in the restau-
rant industry at night while at-

tending school during the day. 
He retired from that industry 
in 2014 after working as both a 
chef and in restaurant manage-
ment in Charlotte and Tennes-
see.

At age 18, Helms also began 
training to be a professional 
wrestler, training at night 
while working in restaurants 
during the day. Charlotte was a 
hotbed of professional wrestling 
at the time, he said, adding that 
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Jim Woods recently was appointed to serve on the 
Martinsville City Council. (Contributed photo)

The CCAT training center takes shape at CCBC. The 25,500-square-foot building is 
expected to be open by next June. It will feature advanced manufacturing training facilities. 
(Contributed photo)

James Helms mans his booth at the Martinsville Farmers Market.

By debbie Hall
In his new role as a 

Martinsville City Coun-
cil member, Jim Woods 
hopes to use the lessons 
he’s learned as a hus-
band and father to bet-
ter the community.

Woods, 46, first 
sought a position on the 
council in 2012. 

He recently was ap-
pointed to serve the un-
expired term of Sharon 
Brooks Hodge, which 
runs through 2020. 
Hodge stepped down on 
July 31.

When he interviewed 
for the post, Woods said 
he explained that he 
does not have an agen-
da.

“I don’t have anything 
to have a burr under 
my saddle about,” he 
said, adding he decided 
to seek the vacancy be-
cause he wants to help 
build the community. 
He said he feels other 
council members, in-
cluding Gene Teague, 
Mayor; Chad Martin, 
vice mayor; Jennifer 
Bowles and Kathy Law-
son, share that common 
goal.

Plus, he said, the 
members represent “a 
good mix,” with experi-
enced members such as 
Teague and Lawson and 

more youthful members 
such as Bowles and 
Martin, as the city looks 
at complex issues.

“We need to look at 
the reversion issue,” 
Woods said of contin-
ued discussions about 
whether Martinsville 
should revert to town 
status. He said he has 
not made his mind up 
on that issue, and pre-
fers to first do his home-
work.

“I’ve got to read the 
studies that were done 
in 2002, but I will say 
after looking at our 
fund balances, they are 
where they need to be,” 
Woods said.

He also hopes to ad-
dress other issues, part-
ly by doing away with a 
moratorium on annexa-
tion.

“The moratorium 
was put in place in the 
1980s, but it has land-
locked the city,” Woods 
said. “We can’t expand, 
but we need revenue.”

He explained it was 
similar to managing 
finances at home. For 
instance, if a youngster 
wanted high speed In-
ternet, and the family 
could not afford it, ei-
ther the family’s income 
would need to increase, 

new enterprise makes its 
debut in Henry County

This newspaper marks the in-
augural edition of the Henry 
County enterprise, a publication 
dedicated to telling the stories of 
the communities it serves.

“We believe in community jour-
nalism,” said Michael Showell, 
publisher. “The enterprise in Pat-
rick County does a really good job 
of providing that to the communi-
ties it serves, and we know there 
are a lot of stories to tell in Henry 
County and Martinsville. 

“We want to be a part of shar-
ing those stories as well,” Showell 
said. “After all, we’re neighbors.”

The Henry County enterprise 
and The enterprise in Patrick 
County both are owned by Vir-

ginia Media Inc., a subsidiary of 
Mountain Media LLC, in Lewis-
burg, W.Va. The company owns 
and publishes newspapers in both 
states.

Debbie Hall, editor of  the enter-
prise in Patrick County, worked 
in journalism in Henry County for 
many years and is familiar with 
its people, places and issues.

“This project has been a labor of 
love, undertaken at the request of 
many in Henry County who know 
our reputation for providing fair, 
accurate and balanced coverage,” 
she said.  

“We appreciate the tremendous 
encouragement and support we 

From left; Bettina Ring, Virginia Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry; Herb Atwell and Peggy 
Donivan, owners of Mountain Valley Brewing receive a Virginia Flag from Secretary Ring.

Brewery plans expansion

(see Brewery p. 3a)
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when he retired from wrestling in 
2011 he was the world heavyweight 
champion of the National Wrestling 
Alliance — Total Wrestling explo-
sion (NWA-TWe). A video of him 
challenging a contender can be seen 
on You Tube.

Despite his success at both wres-
tling and the restaurant busi-
ness, he said he started “feeling a 
little sick” but continued working. 
When he opened a restaurant with 
a steakhouse chain in Kingsport, 
Tenn., in 2011, he lost 60 pounds in 
six weeks.

“I was working seven days a week 
but it didn’t seem right” to lose so 
much weight, he said. He had Type 
2 diabetes since he was 30, manag-
ing it with diet and medicine, “but 
this felt different,” he said.

He went to the doctor and was 
told he had pancreatitis, an inflam-
mation of the pancreas. 

“They found two stones in my pan-
creas,” he said, but complications 
arose after he underwent a proce-
dure to break up the stones. What 
was supposed to have been a brief 
procedure resulted in a two-week in 
the intensive care unit.

“From that, things started getting 
worse,” Helms said. 

He went back to work, but prob-
lems arose. He said he developed 
high blood pressure and was tired 
and frequently sick. In 2014, he 
stopped working and went on dis-
ability. His only income is from So-
cial Security, he said.

After that, Helms took jobs for 
a magazine, and he had an agent, 
Beverly Brock of the Brock Agency 
in North Carolina, who helped him 
find work in commercials, televi-
sion shows and movies. 
But he started feeling 
worse and was diag-
nosed with anemia. 

Brock said Helms 
“was a natural” at act-
ing who worked in the 
Charlotte, Tennessee 
and Atlanta areas. But 
he finally told her he 
had to stop because “he 
was really sick,” she 
said. 

In 2015, Helms said 
he experienced some 
kidney failures, and 
the following year his 
condition worsened. 

“Besides anemia, my 
kidneys were not doing 
so well,” Helms said, 
and he started getting 
staph infections that 
developed into abscess-
es. He was hospitalized 
frequently and spent 

a summer bedridden in a nursing 
home.

“Had it not been for my faith in 
God, I’m not sure I would have made 
it through that,” he said.

Through physical therapy, Helms 
regained some strength and the 
ability to walk on his own. Recovery 
was slow, but he improved.

In the meantime, his wife Mi-
chelle left to take a job for friends in 
Meadows of Dan in Patrick County. 
After a delay due to more problems, 
Helms eventually joined her. 

In 2016, he was diagnosed with 
end stage renal disease and began 
dialysis. 

Dialysis removes waste, salt and 
extra water as normally is done by 
healthy kidneys, according to the 
National Kidney Foundation. If 
those things are not removed, pa-
tients can die, Helms said. But he 
said dialysis is hard for him. It re-
quires him to sit without moving for 
4-5 hours, three days a week.

After six months, Helms said he 
asked about the prospect of a kidney 
transplant. “I wanted to get better,” 
he added.

He was put in touch with Wake 
Forest University Baptist Medical 
Center, where “they said, ‘What 
took you so long? You’re a per-
fect candidate (for a transplant),’” 
Helms said.

Last year, he began testing at 
both the medical center and the 
University of Virginia in Charlot-
tesville. He has been placed on the 
kidney waiting list at Baptist and 
hopes to hear about U.Va. this fall. 
That would double his chances for a 
donated kidney because their donor 
registries are different, he said.

WaitinG for HeLp
The National Kidney Founda-

tion’s website states that the kidney 
is the organ most commonly given 
by a living donor. People usually 
have two kidneys, and one is all that 
is needed for a normal life, it states.

The website states that having a 
living donor is the fastest way to get 
a transplant.

Kidneys also may be donated 
when people die, but it can take two 
to three years to get such a kidney 
because the list of potential recipi-
ents is long, Helms said. The Liv-

ing Kidney Donors Network website 
states there are more than 93,000 
people on the kidney transplant 
waiting list, and the wait could be 
five years or longer.

The National Kidney Foundation’s 
website also states that advantages 
of living donations include the pos-
sibility of a better genetic match 
among family members; a kidney 
from a living donor usually func-
tions immediately so monitoring is 
easier and more dialysis may not be 
needed; and testing for compatibil-
ity can be done and the transplant 
scheduled at convenient times.

Helms said his sister was tested 
and considered his perfect match for 
a donation this spring. But at the 
last minute, the donation was ruled 
out for health reasons, he said.

So Helms began looking for a do-
nor and donations to help fund the 
procedure. 

A donor could be a family member, 
neighbor or someone who learns of 

the need and matches the blood of 
a recipient, and there are organi-
zations that work to match donors 
and recipients, Helms said. “A lot of 
times it’s a matter of just getting the 
word out,” he added.

Donors and recipients have to be 
a blood match as well as meet other 
markers, he said. Helms’ blood is O 
positive, so he can get a kidney from 
someone with O positive or O nega-
tive blood, he said.

Living donors’ expenses are most-
ly covered, and they usually are out 
of work for one or two weeks, he 
said. He added that he knows of no 
instances when problems arose for 
a donor.

The kidney foundation website 
states that while “transplantation is 
highly successful, and success rates 
continue to improve, sometimes the 
kidney is lost to rejection, surgical 
complications or the original dis-
ease that caused the recipient’s kid-

www.theharvestfoundation.org    

The Harvest Foundation Family is 
greatly appreciative of the support and 

encouragement we have received 
from the community during our major 

renovation and relocation project. 
We are excited to begin this new 

chapter and continue our mission of 
serving Martinsville-Henry County. 

The Bassett Heritage 
Festival is set to kick off 
Saturday in Downtown 
Bassett, with the tradi-
tional something for every-
one anticipated at the fam-
ily friendly event.

Held near the Historic 
Train Depot, the fest be-
gins with an unlimited 
pancake breakfast from 7 
to 10 a.m. by the Stanley-
town Ruritan Club. Plates 
are $6 each. 

Opening ceremonies be-
gin at 9 a.m., with the Bas-
sett High School JROTC 
“doing the honors” of pre-
senting colors and raising 
the flag, said Tony Wright, 
chairman of the festival 
and member of the Stan-
leytown Ruritan Club.

At least 40 vendors have 
signed up to participate, 
Wright said. They are 
scheduled to open at 8:30 
a.m., with products that 
range from food and good-
ies like popcorn and snow-
cones, jewelry, flowers, 
gifts, arts, crafts, baked 

goods, T-shirts, and more.
A Henry County Health 

Bus also will be on-hand, 
offering blood pressure 
checks and screenings, 
Wright said, adding some 
political candidates or 
their representatives also 
will man booths at the fes-
tival.

New this year, The Roug-
es, of Collinsville, will take 
the stage at 10:30 a.m. 
for a three-hour concert, 
Wright said. 

Group members that 
include Jimmy Stone, 
Mark Barnard, Pat Haley, 
Wayne Lovell and Nelson 
edwards, perform 1960s 
classic rock. The self con-
tained stage will be set up 
beside the Bassett Furni-
ture office, he added.

An ever popular chil-
dren’s area also opens at 
8:30 a.m., with a variety 
of games, inflatables and 
other activities that will 
capture the interest and 
imagination of youngsters.

The Bassett Historical 

Center will be open for visi-
tors from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The annual parade begins 
at 2 p.m., said Paul Ken-
nedy of Bassett Funeral 
Services, which co-spon-
sors the parade, along with 
Shirley Amos of Riverview 

Flowers.
“The parade grows each 

year,” Kennedy said, add-
ing the Bassett High School 
Band, Teresa’s School of 
Dance, area churches and 
others will participate, 
whether marching or rid-

ing on a float.
There is no cost to ride in 

the parade, and entries are 
taken up to the time it be-
gins, Kennedy said. “Just 
show up,” if interested in 
participating in the pa-
rade, he added. 

family friendly festival set for saturday in Bassett

The Rouges, of Collinsville, will take the stage at 10:30 a.m. Saturday at the Bassett Heritage Festival.

Hope
(cont. from page 1a)

One of the cakes James Helms offers for 
sale at the Martinsville Farmers Market 

(see Hope p. 3a)

http://www.theharvestfoundation.org/


The Henry County Enterprise, September 2018 - Page 3A

expenses would have to be cut 
in other areas, or the request for 
high speed Internet would be de-
layed.

The city is putting some of 
those practices in place, cutting 
expenses where feasible and 
looking at other options to in-
crease revenues, he said.

Recently, the council approved 
a Memo of Understanding with 
the Martinsville-Henry County 
YMCA in which the YMCA will 
administer the city’s parks and 
recreation program.

“We will be in control of getting 
the venues ready for games that 
will be played, but the YMCA 
will take over administration of 
the parks and recreation pro-
gram,” Woods said, adding one 
of the stipulations was ensuring 
program fees remain competitive 
to the fees charged by the Henry 
County Parks and Recreation 
Department.

This change, Woods said, will 
result in a savings of $35,000 
to $40,000 per year.

City Manager Leon Towar-
nicki said “it is a win/win situ-
ation. It saves the city money 
and we continue to do our part 
to make sure it succeeds,” 
Woods said. 

The contract will run through 
June 30, 2019, and “then we 
will decide if it’s something we 
want to continue,” he said.

Woods said he hears “a couple 
of voices talking about AMP/
Ohio,” the electric provider. 
“We’re in year 10 of a 40-year 
contract we have with them.”

Woods said that while he 
can’t speak for all city resi-
dents, his family’s electric 
costs decreased about $50 last 
month. 

“Maybe it’s because I’m using 
LeD lights, or raising the ther-
mostat from 74 to 76, but we 

are doing things as a family to” 
reduce electric costs, he said. 

Regardless, the decrease is 
remarkable, considering “we do 
eight to nine loads of laundry 
per week, what with two teens 
and a wife that works at the 
hospital,” Woods said, adding 
the city works with customers 
who struggle to pay their elec-
tric bills.

When faced with making de-
cision, Woods said he will rely 
on a four-rule test: “Is it the 
truth, is it fair, is it building 
the community, will it benefit” 
the community, he said. 

even with the wide range of 
issues facing the council, “I am 
so excited to see all the positive 
things happening in Martins-
ville and Henry County both,” 
Woods said. “I really want to 
be a part of lending my voice 
to the chorus of citizens saying 
‘our best days are still ahead.’”

neys to fail.”
Helms said he has 

Medicare, which cov-
ers 80 percent of the 
transplant cost. He is 
trying to raise $20,000 
for testing and both 
surgeries. He also owes 
about $40,000 in medi-
cal bills out of the mil-
lions of dollars he es-
timated he has spent, 
through insurance, on 
treatments and doc-
tors.

Between Heavenly 
Baker and a GoFund-
Me page, Helms said 
he has raised just more 
than $4,000 toward the 
$20,000 down payment 
for the transplant. Be-
cause he has no kidney 
donor now, there is no 

looming deadline to 
raise the funds.

“I’ll do Heavenly 
Baker though the win-
ter” and if he has not 
had a transplant by 
then, he may be back 
at the Farmers Market 
next summer, he said.

“I won’t do it all 
through baking,” he 
said of fundraising, but 
“I don’t want a hand-
out. I would rather 
bake and work to get 
what I want.”

He attends Hillcrest 
Baptist Church in 
Henry County where 
his Sunday school class 
held a meal in August 
to raise funds for him, 
according to Bob Wil-
son, chairman of the 

deacons at Hillcrest.

tHe future
“I go to church and 

live by faith,” Helms 
said to explain how he 
keeps his spirits up 
even when emergen-
cies arise. “The folks at 
church are great. They 
want to help any way 
they can.”

He also has support 
from his wife, who 
works full-time at a 
cake factory in Rocky 
Mount, and his son, 
Nicholas, 20. Michelle 
also helps her husband 
with his baking and 
sells gift baskets she 
makes, and Helms also 
sells photographs he 
takes.

When he heard that 
foods baked at home 
could be sold at the 
Farmers Market in 
Martinsville, Helms 
and his transplant 
team agreed it might 
be a good way to raise 
some money for the 
procedure.

“Since I can’t work, 
baking is fairly easy 
and something I love to 
do,” he said. His best-
sellers at the market 
are French fruit tarts, 
gourmet cupcakes and 
homemade pies.

“My goal is to keep 
baking” and if people 
or organizations want 
to raise funds to help 
him, he would be ap-
preciative, he said. 

Also, “I want to educate 
folks on the kidney do-
nor program. … I want 
folks to know they can 
donate a kidney and 
save a life. It’s part of 
my ministry.”

If Helms does not get 
a transplant, he said 
he will stay on dialysis 
as long as he can. It has 
made him healthier 
than he was two years 
ago, he said.

If he gets a new kid-
ney and is healthy, 
he said a normal life 
may be possible even 
though he would have 
to return to the hos-
pital occasionally and 
would be on expensive 
medications the rest of 
his life. But he expects 

his days would be fre-
er and he would have 
more energy. 

Helms and Heavenly 
Baker can be reached 
at (662) 306-0289 or 
sheikster1969@gmail-
com.
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have received while 
working on this and 
future editions,” Hall 
said. “We hope you en-
joy this, YOUR Henry 
County enterprise.”

Wendi Craig, mar-
keting and advertising 
manager, is a familiar 
face in Henry County. 

“It’s been wonder-
ful to see old friends 
and make new ones 
while working on this 
project,” she said. “I’ve 
lived in Henry County 
all my life. There truly 
is no place like home.”

The enterprise in 
Patrick County is 
based in Stuart and 
covers the communi-
ties in and around 
Patrick County. Its 
first edition was print-
ed in 1876, making 
it among the oldest 

continuously operat-
ing businesses in that 
county. 

In addition to The 
enterprise in Patrick 
County and now Hen-
ry County, the com-
pany’s newspapers in 
Virginia include The 
Salem Times Regis-
ter, The Radford News 
Journal, The News 
Messenger in Blacks-
burg, The Fincastle 
Herald and The New 
Castle Record. 

For more informa-
tion about the enter-
prise or to suggest 
story topics, call Hall 
at (276) 694-3101 or 
email dhall@theenter-
prise.net.

The next edition of 
the Henry County en-
terprise will be avail-
able on Dec. 7.

By Ginny Wray
After only 17 months in 

business, Henry County’s 
first craft brewery is ex-
panding, thanks to growing 
demand and a state grant.

Mountain Valley Brew-
ing in Axton announced 
Wednesday that it will in-
vest $174,000 over three 
years and create five jobs to 
more than double produc-
tion, sourcing more than 65 
percent of its agricultural 
inputs from Virginia farm-
ers. That will amount to 
$11,000 in hops, honey and 
fruit used in its 24 beer reci-
pes, some of which are sea-
sonal. 

Currently, Mountain Val-
ley can produce about 100 
barrels of beer a year, ac-
cording to Peggy Donivan, 
who owns the brewery with 
her husband, Herb Atwell. 
A barrel holds about 30 gal-
lons, Donivan added.

In addition, Mountain Val-
ley will add an event space/
tasting room by enclosing 
an existing entertainment 
pavilion with roll-up doors, 
and it will add restrooms so 
it can hosts larger events, 
Donivan said. For instance, 
she added that weddings 
have been held at the brew-
ery but larger facilities are 
needed for larger weddings.

To help fund the brewery’s 
expansion, Henry County 
was awarded a $20,000 
grant from the governor’s 
Agriculture and Forestry 
Industries Development 
(AFID) Fund. Henry County 
will match the grant with 
local funds, according to a 
release from Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s office. 

The grant was announced 
by Northam on Wednesday 
and presented by Secretary 
of Agriculture and Forestry 
Bettina Ring. She also gave 
Atwell and Donivan a Vir-
ginia flag for their business.

“Investments like this 
brew new jobs, tourism op-
portunities and tap new 
markets for Virginia’s 

farmers, as craft breweries 
source products like grain, 
hops, fruit, herbs, and oth-
er agricultural products,” 
said Northam in a release. 
“The success of farm-based 
craft breweries like Moun-
tain Valley Brewing dem-
onstrate the key role that 
agriculture and tourism can 
have in bringing prosperity 
to every corner of our Com-
monwealth.”

“Craft beverages are seri-
ous business for the com-
monwealth and an impor-
tant part of our agribusiness 
economy. Virginia’s beer 
industry alone has a $9 bil-
lion annual economic im-
pact,” Ring said. “I am 
pleased we could partner 
with Henry County through 
the AFID Program to sup-
port this local business in a 
quickly growing industry.” 
    After establishing a hop 
farm in 2014, Atwell and 
Donivan opened Henry 
County’s first craft brewery 
in spring 2017. The result-
ing surge in demand from 
locals and visitors alike 
prompted the expansion 
announced Wednesday, ac-
cording to the release.

Donovan noted that in 
August, Mountain Valley 
entertained 350 custom-
ers, and 70 percent of them 
were new to the business. 
    “We are very grate-
ful for the support of Gov. 
Northam, the common-
wealth of Virginia, and the 
Martinsville-Henry County 
economic Development 
Corp.,” Atwell and Donivan 
said in the release. “Our lo-
cal partners, local residents 
and fellow business owners 
have welcomed our farm 
brewery into the community 
and we are looking forward 
to giving back through this 
expansion. The improve-
ments to our facility and 
venue will give us the oppor-
tunity to help benefit local 
contractors, vendors, arti-
sans, and farmers and help 
to create additional jobs to 

support the local economy. 
We look forward to helping 
grow and work with Henry 
County to make a better 
place for all.”

Ring noted that while 
Mountain Valley is the 
first craft brewery in Henry 
County, it is a growing busi-
ness and tourist attraction 
in the state. Virginia has 
300 wineries and ciders, 250 
craft breweries and 70 distill-
eries— and room for growth. 
    She called Mountain Val-
ley a “true Virginia craft 
beer success story” that 
started as a hop farm and 
developed into a nano brew-
ery and now a full brewery.  
    When Mountain Valley 
wanted to expand, Henry 
County officials reached 
out to the state Office of 
Agriculture and Forestry 
Development for possible 
help, according to Stephen 
Versen, manager of the of-
fice who attended Wednes-
day’s announcement. The 
result was the AFID grant.  
    Previous AFID grants 
were awarded locally to 
Performance Livestock and 
Blue Ridge Aquaculture, ac-
cording to Versen and Mark 
Heath, president/CeO of the 
Martinsville-Henry Coun-
ty economic Development 
Corp. (eDC).

The brewery also offers 
entertainment most week-
ends, increasing its value 
for tourism.

“Since it opened its tap-
room doors, Mountain Val-
ley Brewing has continued 
to grow as a tourism hotspot 
for Martinsville-Henry 
County, and we couldn’t be 
more proud of our commu-
nity’s first brewery,” said 
Sarah Hodges, director of 
tourism for Martinsville-
Henry County eDC. “With 
the popularity of craft beer 
and breweries on the rise 
throughout the common-
wealth, Mountain Valley 
Brewing is helping to attract 
new visitation to Martins-
ville-Henry County and en-

hancing visitor experience.” 
    Valerie Harper, small 
business director for the 
eDC, added: “Mountain 
Valley is a great example 
of a business being invested 
in its community. The com-
pany is expanding with new 
jobs and capital investment, 
and they love to partner 
with other local businesses. 
It has created a wonderful 
venue for the public to en-
joy. This a win for the busi-
ness and the Henry County 
area.”

As a result of the grant 
and expansion project, 
Versen said in the future, 
visitors to Mountain Val-
ley Brewing will find two 
times the amount of beer 
produced now, two times 
the amount of Virginia-
grown products used in 
making that beer and “two 
times the number of peo-
ple enjoying” the beer and 
amenities of the brewery. 
    In addition to operating 
the brewery, Donivan works 
full-time at eastman. At-
well is retired from Triangle 

electric and also previously 
worked at Berry-elliott Real 
estate.

At Berry-elliott, Atwell 
worked with David Mar-
tin, now the Iriswood Dis-
trict representative on the 
Henry County Board of Su-
pervisors. Martin spoke at 
Wednesday’s event and re-
called how Atwell was eager 
to share the development 
and growth of the hop farm.

Martin called Atwell “tru-
ly an entrepreneurial spirit” 
who had the “vision to make 
all this happen. Thank you 
for a job well done,” Martin 
said, adding that he looks 
forward to seeing the brew-
ery’s growth in Henry Coun-
ty.

“What has been accom-
plished at Mountain Valley 
Brewery since its April 2017 
opening is remarkable,” 
Henry County Administra-
tor Tim Hall said in the gov-
ernor’s office’s release. “We 
are proud of the company’s 
success and we are confident 
more good news will come in 
the future.”

seminar to aid trade 
show vendors

A seminar on the ques-
tion of “Are You Trade Show 
Ready” will be held Friday, 
Oct. 12, in Collinsville.

The seminar will be fol-
lowed by a Virginia Artisan 
Market on Saturday, Oct. 
13. A meet and greet Ar-
tisan Market preview will 
be held from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Friday, and the market will 
start with a VIP coffee hour 
from 8:30 to 10 a.m. Oct. 13. 
The market will be open to 
the public from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

Diane Sulg, a nationally 
renowned speaker and co-
founder of American Craft 
Week, will speak at the 
seminar to be held from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 12 at the 

Dutch Inn.
Sulg will show partici-

pants how to hone their 
trade show skills by present-
ing critical details and tips.

Topics will include: Why 
Wholesale (And Why Not?); 
business readiness; Your 
Story and Your Brand; 
production; pricing; in-
ventory control; shipping; 
trade show budgeting; show 
materials you need; booth 
etiquette; and planning a 
booth/display.

The event is free for par-
ticipating Artisan Market 
Vendors. The fee for non-
vendor Artisans Center of 
Virginia and ‘Round the 
Mountain members will be 
$15; other businesses will be 

mailto:sheikster1969@gmail
mailto:mail@theenterprise.net
http://www.theenterprise.net/
mailto:dhall@theenter
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Vision, fortitude paid off at business park
By Ginny Wray

The vision to look at a vacant tract 
of land and see it bustling with in-
dustry and the fortitude to see that 
vision become a reality paid off with 
Press Glass’s recent decision to lo-
cate a 280,000-square-foot manu-
facturing operation in the Common-
wealth Crossing Business Centre 
(CCBC) Henry County.

“If Henry County hadn’t had 
this vision 10 years ago we would 
not have had this discussion. The 
only reason (Press Glass) looked at 
Henry County is that we had a park 
and graded land. We had the prod-
uct they wanted, we knew how to 
handle it when they came, we had a 
team in place” to close the deal, said 
Mark Heath, president/chief execu-
tive officer of the Martinsville-Hen-
ry County economic Development 
Corp. (eDC).

“We are reaping the rewards of 10 
years of work,” he added.

But that work does not end with 
Press Glass’ announcement in July. 
In fact, Heath and County Adminis-
trator Tim Hall, who also is an eDC 
board member, left town immediate-
ly after that announcement on more 
eDC business.

“Our team is doing things that 
will be played out when we’re gone,” 
Heath said. “It’s a 10-, 20-, 30-year 
plan that we’re on. That’s what dif-
ferentiates Henry County” from oth-
er localities and means it now has 
sites available at Commonwealth 
Crossing and the Patriot Centre at 
Beaver Creek industrial park as well 
as other locations in the area.

“There was negative momentum 
for a long time; now it’s positive. 
We’ve got to keep working,” Hall 
said.

tHe Vision 
BeGan

In 2007 Henry County acquired 
720 acres along the county’s south-
ern border with North Carolina for 
Commonwealth Crossing to develop 
an industrial park for mega or large-
scale industries. That came a de-
cade after the local economy began a 
tailspin of industry closings and job 
losses and one year before the na-
tion’s economy slid into a recession.

For several years, plans for Com-
monwealth Crossing were stymied 
by a battle with the U.S. Army Corps 
of engineers over an environmental 
permit for the industrial park. The 
stalemate finally was resolved in 
2014 when, with the aid of the area’s 
congressional delegation and others, 
the permit was granted and develop-
ment of the park actively started.

When the business center was 
declared open for business in 2017, 
Hall estimated that between $25 
million and $30 million had been 
spent on its development.

Nearly $6 million of that was in 
the form of Harvest Foundation 
grants. Harvest provided $691,862 
for a water and sewer infrastructure 
project and $5 million for grading 
and infrastructure improvements 
at Commonwealth Crossing. It also 
gave a $5 million grant to the eDC 
for the Commonwealth Centre for 
Advanced Training (CCAT) facility 
for a total of $10,691,862 in grants 
for the business park and training 
center.

Despite the controversy with the 
Corps of engineers and criticism 
from some area residents, the Henry 

County Board of Supervisors and 
the eDC board never wavered from 
their commitment to the park, Hall 
and Heath said. 

“It goes to the vision of Benny (the 
late County Administrator Benny 
Summerlin) and Mark. They were 
willing to stand up and take the crit-
icism,” Hall said,, recalling how one 
media outlet once described Com-
monwealth Crossing as a barren 
landscape.

“Our boards had the fortitude to 
go forward” with plans for Common-
wealth Crossing, Hall said. “They 
had to have patience. I can’t give 
our elected guys enough credit. They 
trusted us. It’s good for them to be 
able to say, ‘We trusted them and it 
worked.’”

“even with turnover (among board 
of supervisors members), they stayed 
with the vision. They asked ques-
tions; we had to earn our credibility 
on this project. But they stuck with 
us. Press Glass bore the first fruit; I 
think there will be more,” he added.

Harvest Foundation President Al-
lyson Rothrock said the foundation 
board also remained committed to 
Commonwealth Crossing for the 
long haul.

“Our focus for the last 17 years 
has been on initiatives and opportu-
nities that don’t forge opportunities 
overnight. Those that forge change 
over time usually are the ones that 
stick and work,” she said. “We never 
thought this (Commonwealth Cross-
ing) would have a huge impact over-
night.

“everyone is anxious to get people 
back to work, but we knew all along 
this was a process and it was going 
to take time. It’s paying off now. ev-
erything that has worked has taken 
time,” Rothrock added.

tHe Vision 
taKes sHape

The Commonwealth Centre for 
Advanced Training facility is being 
constructed next to the Press Glass 
operation. 

The 25,500-square-foot, $6.5 mil-
lion building will feature advanced 
manufacturing training facilities as 
well as office space which Press Glass 
and other Commonwealth Crossing 
tenants can use for pre-employment 
services and other work while their 
operations are being built. 

Construction began in May and is 
expected to be completed next June.

Heath said the training facility 
should help recruit industries to the 
business park, and the construction 
of both that and Press Glass “gives 
clients confidence” that the area can 
deliver on its promises.

“It gives the community cred-
ibility. Success breeds success,” he 
added. 

Rothrock agreed, noting that hav-
ing a building where Press Glass 
can interview prospective employees 
and train those who are hired is a 
tremendous incentive and gives the 
eDC an important tool for recruiting 
companies to the area.

“If you’re just like everybody else 
I’m not sure you’ve got a leg up” in 
recruiting businesses, she said.

Harvest’s investment in CCAT 
also reflected the foundation’s com-
mitment to education and skills, 
Rothrock said. Patrick Henry Com-
munity College will tailor training 
at CCAT for the companies using 

the facility, she said, adding that she 
believes that is unique.

 One goal in developing Common-
wealth Crossing was to attract com-
panies that paid higher wages.

“We don’t want to be the poster 
child for the poor and pitiful,” Heath 
said, adding that the area no longer 
needs $10 an hour jobs. When he re-
cruits companies, he is honest that 
an entry-level wage of $15 an hour 
is required to successfully recruit 
labor. “You’ve got to progress or you 
stagnate.”

“We went years just trying to put 
people to work,” Hall said, referring 
to efforts to put people back to work 
when textile and furniture compa-
nies closed. “Now we need more lu-
crative opportunities, and we have a 
plan that is working.”

That means companies provide ad-
vanced opportunities to people who 
are willing to train, he said. If they 
fill the company’s needs, the employ-
ees are paid more. “That’s how the 
economy flows, and it’s fun to see it 
work,” he added.

However, Heath said one change 
they see is that each new plant is 
more automated than the last, be-
tween robots, artificial intelligence 
and other means.

“There is a global shortage of work-
ers. … They are automated more so 
they need fewer people. Good work-
ers are really in good demand,” he 
said, and Hall added that the same 
situation exists in europe.

tHe future
Press Glass and CCAT will use 42 

of the 175 graded acres at Common-
wealth Crossing. The area also has 
land available at the Patriot Centre 
at Beaver Creek industrial park and 
other locations, so there are no plans 
to slow or stop recruiting efforts, 
Heath said. 

“There is a tendency at full em-
ployment to back off on recruiting,” 
he said, calling that the worst thing 

a locality could do because it takes 
a long time to restart economic de-
velopment efforts. “You can’t sit for 
two years” and then flip a switch to 
resume activity.

Also, companies close, sometimes 
through no fault of anyone, and 
economies move in cycles, he said. 
“That’s another reason you can’t 
turn this on and off. You have to 
keep positive and moving forward. 
At the end of the day somebody has 
got to make something somewhere, 
and you have to be the place to do 
that. You have to have better options 
— buildings, sites — than others.”

The team that worked on the 
Press Glass project will continue to 
work on the next home run. Heath 
and Hall said they are in contact 
probably 20 times a week, includ-
ing nights and weekends.  County 
engineer Tim Pace often is included 
in discussions. “Tm Pace works his 
guts out. … He wants this place to 
succeed,” Hall said.

Heath added that in his 40-year 
career in economic development in 
multiple communities, “we never 
had engineering talent at this level 
at our disposal. We could buy it; here 
it’s on staff.”

As the experience with Press 
Glass shows, area officials are com-
mitted to working with companies 
worldwide.

This area has companies from 
Israel, Germany, the United King-
dom, Sweden, Canada and now Po-
land. “There is a lot of foreign inter-
est in the U.S., Heath said, adding 
that about 70 percent of the eDC’s 
prospects in the past two years have 
been international companies.

There are challenges in dealing 
with international companies, they 
said, citing the language, laws, dis-
tance and more. “They have to be 
educated in how we do business and 
we have to be educated in how they 
do business,” Heath said.

Sometimes there are unintended 

Mark Heath (above left), president/CEO of the Martinsville-Henry County Economic 
Development Corp, and Henry County Administrator Tim Hall (above right) discuss the 
Press Glass deal. Press Glass is the first industry to locate in the Commonwealth Crossing 
Business Centre. Below, the Commonwealth Crossing name is visible for miles. It is atop 
a new water tower there. 

(see Vision p. 5a)

Patrick County Music Association 

Fall Shows
October 20

Saturday, August 18th
Rotary Building, Stuart VA

420 Woodland Dr., Stuart, VA

The Country 
Boys

7:00 PM

Experience the Simple Life 
visitpatrickcounty.org

Sponsored in part by the
Patrick County Tourism Office

Schedule:
Open Jam Session 4:45 PM

The Senior Melodies 6:00 PM
The Country Boys 7:00 PM

 Doors open at 4:30 PM  – Music starts at 
4:45 PM – Bring Chairs – Food is available

 
Donations are welcome. For more information 

call Denny Alley at 276-694-4232

Saturday Nite Opry Show
Sponsored by the Lowe Vintage Instrument Company, the event includes an instrument show 

that begins at 1 p.m., in the Rotary Building on Woodland Drive in Stuart. 
Vendors will be set up inside the same building as the show, and instruments 

of particular interest are vintage Martin or Gibson guitars.
Concessions Available (No open mic event)

Performances begin at 5:30 pm  with The Goodfellas – and members Ralph McGee, 
Rex McGee, Tex Barneycastle and Hersie McMillan -- serving as the house band of the evening.

The lineup of performers includes Roger Handy, Johnny Joyce, Tommy Nichols, 
Beth Smith, Melanie Bodehammer, Junior Cassady and Denny Alley. 

Additional performers may be announced -lineup is subject to change   

November 17 
Roger Handy and Friends take the stage, along with the Route 8 Ramblers 

(Open Mic Event will be held)

December 8 
PCMA’s special Christmas show ~ Southern Prophets will headline
Also Performing will be The Country Boys and the Chords of Faith

The PCMA is a 501 © (3) nonprofit agency that offers local talent, as well as famous, 
at free monthly shows at Rotary Field the fourth Saturday of every month. The PCMA 

started as a small gathering of pickers, singers and fans of bluegrass/gospel music in the 
early 1990s at the Coffee Break on Main Street in Stuart. 

For additional information, visit www.patrickcountymusicassociation.org. 

Rotary Building
420 Woodland Dr., Stuart, VA, 24171

mailto:laurelhill@jebstuart.org
http://www.facebook.com/JEB.Stuart.Trust
http://www.jebstuart.org/
http://www.patrickcountymusicassociation.org/
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Specializing In

10% Off  PURAVIDA
Expires 9-21-18. 

May not be combined with other offers.

Sunday Closed
Monday 10AM–5PM
Tuesday 10AM–5PM
Wednesday  10AM–5PM
Thursday 10AM–6PM
Friday 10AM–5PM
Saturday 10AM–2PM

105 N Main St, 
Stuart, VA 24171
(276) 694-4438
www.mattie-bs.com

would spend $43.55 million to build 
a 280,000-square-foot manufactur-
ing operation and create 212 jobs 
in the Commonwealth Crossing 
Business Centre. Press Glass will 
be the first industry to locate in 
Commonwealth Crossing, which 
has been in the making for more 
than a decade.

“I knew it would be a good mar-
riage for Press Glass and Martins-
ville and Henry County,” Lankford 
said in a recent interview. That 
marriage will be good both now 
and in the future, he added.

Lankford is among the founders 
of Glass Dynamics in 1985 in eden 
and then Stoneville, N.C., and 
Stone Dynamics in 2000 in Henry 
County. He said he wanted to open 
Glass Dynamics in Henry County 
but “it didn’t seem the develop-
ment people were that interested,” 
while North Carolina officials ac-
tively courted the company that 
now employs 200 people, he said.

That situation changed. Lank-
ford later launched Stone Dynam-
ics in the Patriot Centre at Beaver 
Creek industrial park in Henry 
County and when it needed to ex-
pand, Lankford said Martinsville-
Henry County economic Develop-
ment Corp. (EDC) officials “helped 
with grants and made it possible 
for us to be successful a lot soon-
er,” Lankford said, adding that the 
eDC staff now is friendly, helpful 
and welcoming.

Stone Dynamics moved into the 
former Coca Cola plant on Memo-
rial Boulevard, and its approxi-
mately 28-person staff grew to 80 
employees in three years, Lank-
ford added.

A year ago, Press Glass of Poc-
zesna, Poland, bought Glass Dy-
namics and began planning a new 
plant to make jumbo insulated 
glass units for large buildings in 
New York, Atlanta and other ar-
eas, he said. The new plant was 
being designed for land Glass Dy-
namics owned in Stoneville, but 
that site had no room for future 
expansion, Lankford said.

So he suggested to his son, Mi-
chael, a vice president of Press 
Glass North America, that the 
company look at the Common-
wealth Crossing Business Centre 
in Henry County. The new plant 
did not need to be near Glass Dy-
namics’ operation in Stoneville, 
and Commonwealth Crossing of-
fered a world-class industrial park 
that is close to major highways, 
Bobby Lankford said.

“We all come from Henry County 
so it’s nice for them to land there. 
They’ll be set for the next 25-30 
years,” he added.

Last December, Bobby Lankford 
called Mark Heath, president/CeO 

of the eDC, and asked to meet with 
him. At their first conversation in 
January in Stoneville, Heath said 
he found that Press Glass already 
had an engineering firm, Dew-
berry, and was working with New 
Atlantic Construction to design a 
factory for the Stoneville property.

“It wasn’t hard to take the engi-
neering work to Henry County and 
(County engineer) Tim Pace. Com-
monwealth Crossing made more 
sense” because of the expansion 
capabilities, Heath said. “It was 
no small thing that Henry Coun-
ty already had a graded site, pad 
ready.”

As a result, Press Glass could 
spend its money on equipment and 
other aspects of the new operation 
rather than site development, he 
said.

“It was a good business decision, 
saving money they could allocate 
to other things” and speeding up 
the project, he added.

Henry County Administrator 
Tim Hall, who also is  a member 
of the EDC board, said at his first 
face-to-face meeting with Press 
Glass President Maciej Migalski, 
“(Maciej) said, ‘We want to come 
to Henry County.’ It’s unusual to 
hear it that directly,” Hall said. 
“The company had studied us” and 
essentially said, “‘We want to come 
here. How can we make that hap-
pen?’”

Heath said there were many de-
tails to work out and local officials 
knew the North Carolina site was 
always in play. But, Hall said, “we 
had a common goal. Once we knew 
the common goal, it accelerated the 
whole thing.”

Heath, Hall and Pace traveled to 
Poland in May. They spent a week 
visiting the plant, learning about 
its operations and building cred-
ibility with Press Glass, Heath and 
Hall said.

Among other things, they saw 
how Press Glass transports its 
large pieces of glass by special 
trucks, Heath said. Now, officials 
here will determine if road im-
provements will be needed at Com-
monwealth Crossing to accommo-
date those vehicles, he said.

The company will not use the 
rail line that is a key feature of 
the business park, Heath said. For 
that reason, its operation will be 
constructed on the southern end 
of Lot 1, leaving rail access avail-
able for a future park tenant. Press 
Glass’ facility will be adjacent to 
the Commonwealth Centre for Ad-
vanced Manufacturing (CCAT), 
which is already under construc-
tion.

CCAT is expected to be complet-
ed by next June, Heath said. The 
25,500-square-foot building will 
feature advanced manufacturing 
training facilities as well as office 
space which Press Glass can use 

consequences of their travel. 
Heath said he, Hall and Pace 
spent a night in Munich on the 
way back from Poland and met 
with Virginia’s new european 
marketing director based there. 
They told her about Henry 
County’s sites and other assets, 
and since then she has put them 
in contact with a european pros-
pect.

Hall acknowledged that some 
people may not understand why 
local officials often have to travel 
to connect with eDC prospects. 
But, he said, “we never give 
money to a company we haven’t 
seen and touched. Many com-
munities have written checks to 
companies without fully vetting 
that company. We don’t do that 
and we never will.”

As Heath put it, “We want 
to know they are who they say 

they are. They do the same 
thing with us.”

The travel money comes out 
of the eDC’s budget, much of 
which comes from a Harvest 
Foundation grant. 

”Harvest funding allows us to 
do things other groups can’t do,” 
Heath said. “We take advantage 
of it, (but) we are mindful of it. 
We take care of our people, our 
clients. We want them to know 
we are professional.”

Vision
(cont. from page 4a)

Press Glass
(cont. from page 1a)

Vendors
(cont. from page 3a)

for pre-employment services and 
other work while its operation is 
being built. CCAT is to be used 
only by Commonwealth Crossing 
tenants.

A total of 175 of the 720 acres at 
Commonwealth Crossing are grad-
ed. Press Glass and CCAT will use 
a total of 42 of those acres, leaving 
133 available for other companies, 
according to Heath. 

The company’s architects and en-
gineers now are working with Pace 
on the building plans and with 
Hall on the needed agreements, 
Heath said. The company hopes to 
be operating in the new site by the 
end of 2019. 

Hiring has not begun, he said. 
When it does, the company first 
will hire key personnel who will 
go to Poland for extended train-
ing to learn Press Glass’ processes, 
Heath added.

Press Glass fits the EDC’s tar-
geted recruiting area of advanced 
manufacturing, Heath said, though 
he added that he and his staff “will 
talk to anybody … quality compa-
nies with quality jobs.” 

In addition to advanced manu-
facturing skills, Hall said employ-
ees will need so-called “soft skills” 
such as being receptive to training, 
promptness, being drug-free and 
working as a team.

“They call them soft (skills) but 

they are not soft,” he said. “They 
are essential.”

Press Glass is not releasing its 
pay scales, but Hall said, “it is safe 
to say it will be above average for 
the area.”

Heath said he has advised the 
company that it will have two la-
bor pools from which to draw: the 
11,000 people who commute to jobs 
outside Henry County each day 
and those working now who want 
new opportunities.

Since Press Glass announced its 
Henry County plans in July, the 
eDC has been in contact with the 
company almost daily, Heath said. 

“We don’t make the announce-
ment and walk away,” he said. “We 
want them to do what Bobby Lank-
ford did — be successful here and 
bring others” to the area as well.

Lankford said other business 
people also can help recruit 
companies to the area.

“everybody’s job is to do that, 
whether you’re in business for 
yourself or not. Things change. 
You need to freshen yourself and 
diversify,” he said. The area “can 
always use new businesses. That’s 
what brings people in. That’s what 
will happen here when they (Press 
Glass) locate in Commonwealth 
Crossing. They will have oppor-
tunities to offer people and they’ll 
come here.”

charged $25. Artisan 
Market Vendors also 
will receive a booth cri-
tique from Sulg.

Lunch is included in 
the fee.

According to a re-
lease, Sulg was the 
founding director of 
Quad City Arts, an 
arts council serving 
34 communities along 
the Mississippi River 
in eastern Iowa and 
western Illinois. She 
was instrumental in 
establishing one of the 
nation’s first arts dis-
tricts in Rock Island, 
Ill., and led several 
public art and com-
munity revitalization 
projects including re-
storing a long-vacant, 
three story department 
store which became the 
Quad City ArtsCenter. 

She founded and di-
rected numerous arts 
festivals including the 
Quad City Festival of 
Trees, which has raised 
millions of dollars for 
community arts.

After moving to 
North Carolina, she 
and her husband Ma-
dis opened the award-
winning Maddi’s Gal-
lery in Charlotte and 
Huntersville. The gal-
lery specialized in fine 
craft and folk art. In 
2009, Niche Magazine 
named Maddi’s the Top 
Retailer of American 
Craft in the country.

Currently Sulg is 
the executive director 
of CRAFT (Craft Re-
tailers and Artists for 
Tomorrow) and is a 
frequent speaker and 
lecturer at wholesale 
trade shows across the 
country, the release 
states. She is founder 
and co-chairman of 
American Craft Week, 
the largest nationwide 
celebration of hand-
made craft in the coun-
try.

Most recently, Sulg 

and her daughter Mi-
chaella Dalton became 
the ArtShowGirls. 
They produce juried 
art, craft and folk art 
events in the upper 
southeast region.

According to the re-
lease, supporters of 
the event include the 
Artisans Center of 
Virginia, Round the 
Mountain artisan net-
work, ARC, Virginia 
is for Lovers, the city 
of Martinsville, Mar-
tinsville-Henry Coun-
ty Chamber of Com-
merce and economic 
Development Corp., 
West Piedmont Plan-
ning District Commis-
sion, American Craft 
Week and Virginia 
DHDC.

For more informa-
tion on the event, con-
tact the Artisans Cen-
ter of Virginia at (540) 
886-1684. 

http://www.mattie-bs.com/
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“Bob” believes that if he had not 
gone through the Seven Challenges 
program with counselor Kevin Ratliff 
at the ANCHOR group home, he 
would be facing a far different future.

“If it weren’t for Kevin and the 
(ANCHOR) staff, I probably would 
be in jail,” the teenager said

“Bob” is not his real name. The 
17-year-old youth agreed to an in-
terview without using his real name 
to talk about his experience with the 
Seven Challenges program at the 
ANCHOR Commission group home 
in Martinsville. He was interviewed 
last spring and could not be reached 
for a recent update.

ANCHOR helps troubled youth 
and keeps them in the community, 
close to their families and support 
systems. In addition to its group 
home, ANCHOR provides GPS and 
outreach services. 

Its Seven Challenges counseling 
program was developed specifically 
for adolescents and addresses sub-
stance abuse and co-occurring men-
tal health issues. It helps them be-
come more aware of their problems 
and how to change their lives.

The ANCHOR Commission 
launched the Seven Challenges pro-
gram in February 2017, thanks in 
part to a $10,000 PUP! (Pick Up the 
Pace) grant from The Harvest Foun-
dation. Since then, the program en-
rolled 60 young people and expand-
ed to serve both the 21st and 22nd 
Court Service Units. Those units 
include Henry, Patrick, Pittsylva-
nia and Franklin counties as well as 
Martinsville and Danville.

Ricky Walker, director of opera-
tions for the ANCHOR Commission, 
said of the 60 participants, 49 com-
pleted the program. Thirty of the 49 
clients completed it successfully or 
satisfactorily, and five completed it 
without success, Walker said. Four-
teen were released from the program 
for reasons that could include trans-
fers to other areas or removal from 
probation, he said. 

“I’m very pleased with the feed-
back and all from participants, even 
the ones who aren’t able to complete 
it for one reason or another,” he said.

Youths complete the program 
when they meet their treatment 
goals and objectives such as keeping 
journals, attendance and other ob-
jective and subjective areas, Walker 
and Kevin Ratliff have said. That 
process can take 4-5 months or lon-
ger, they said.

Ratliff added that there also are 
other ways to measure success. “In 
my mind, success would be any of 
the ways in which an individual has 
been able to take more responsibil-
ity for their lives, their choices, and 
be able to make decisions to improve 
their lives,” he said.

In some cases, that could mean 
quitting or cutting back drug use, 
earning a GeD or getting a job, 
Ratliff said.

Bob is among those who have com-
pleted the program. He said he used 
marijuana, pills and “once in a while” 
methamphetamines and cocaine. 

“I used to be a straight ‘F’ student” 
who would not go to school, he said.

 He landed in the ANCHOR group 
home where he met Ratliff, a counsel-
or and Seven Challenges leader. Bob 
attended group and private counsel-
ing sessions in which participants 
are challenged to talk honestly about 
themselves and their problems, look 
at their responsibilities and those of 
others for their problems, and where 

they are headed, among 
other challenges.

The program is devel-
oped specifically for ado-
lescents and addresses 
substance abuse and co-
occurring mental health 
issues.

The challenges that 
guide the program 
are:

1. We decided to open up 
and talk honestly about 
ourselves and alcohol 
and other drugs.

2. We looked at what we 
like about alcohol and 
other drugs and why we 
were using them.

3. We looked at our use of 
alcohol and other drugs 
to see if it has caused 
harm or could cause 
harm.

4. We looked at our re-
sponsibility and the responsibility 
of others for our problems.

5. We thought about where we 
seemed to be headed, where we 
wanted to go and what we wanted 
to accomplish.

6. We made thoughtful decisions 
about our lives and about our use 
of alcohol and other drugs.

7. We followed through on our de-
cisions about our lives and drug 
use. If we saw problems, we went 
back to earlier challenges and 
mastered them.”

In the Seven Challenges program, 
Bob and the other teens talked about 
the influence of drugs, how drugs 
affect someone’s life and how coun-
selors cannot force the participants 
to stop using drugs, among other 
things, he said. 

“Instead of coming in saying 
‘You’ve got to quit, you’ve got to quit, 
you’ve got to quit’” and “preach-
ing abstinence,” Seven Challenges 
counselors work to build trust with 
the clients, Walker said. “Then they 
(youths) will open up and talk about 
issues and a lot of times other things 
causing their drug use. A lot of times 
they work on that and it will affect 
their drug use.”

Participants also keep journals of 
their feelings and thoughts about the 
Seven Challenges. 

“The books (journals) helped me a 
lot. They help you express how you 
feel. I didn’t feel comfortable talking 
(about his problems),” Bob said, but 
writing was easier for him.

Bob had been to counselors before 
he was in the ANCHOR program 
but none helped him like Ratliff, 
he said. He had trouble opening up 
with the counselors about his drug 
use and expressing how he felt, he 
said. But once he felt comfortable 
with Ratliff, Bob said he started fol-
lowing the counselor’s advice.

The program “made me realize 
drugs ain’t that good. You can live 
life without them and make some-
thing of your life instead of blowing 
your money and not doing anything 
with your life,” he said. “Drugs will 
ruin your life.”

Bob said he “stopped using drugs. 
My grades went up, I never missed a 
day (of school) and was on time. I got 
nothing lower than C.”

He has graduated from high school 
and said he has been drug-free for al-
most two years.

But it has not always been easy. 
After his first stay with ANCHOR 
ended, he began to return to his old 
habits. 

“I started in a bad spot in school 
and I didn’t want to mess up so I vol-
unteered to go back (to ANCHOR). 
They’ll help you out a lot; they did for 
me,” he said.

He did not go through the Seven 
Challenges program again, but he 
continued to meet with Ratliff week-
ly “to check in, see how I’m doing and 
if anything’s changed. … We’ve got-
ten pretty close.”

Bob also consults the journals he 
kept during the program and rereads 
them. He said he feels comfortable 
that he will not repeat his past be-
havior.

“I feel confident in myself,” he 
said. “I don’t hang out with the peo-
ple I used to any more.”

His family is proud of him.
“They say I’ve changed a lot. They 

tell me to keep doing what I’m do-
ing … to keep my head up,” he said. 

Bob said he would advise other 
teenagers with problems to give the 
Seven Challenges program a try.

“If it helped me, and I used to be 
pretty bad, I think it would help 

other peers get through hard spots 
in life,” he said.

In May, the Anchor Commission 
implemented the Brief Challenges 
program. It is based on Seven Chal-
lenges but it offers a more in-depth 
assessment of a person’s situation, 
works on an individual basis rather 
than as a group, and helps deter-
mine if the client would be best 
served by the Seven Challenges 
program or some other resource, 
Walker and Ratliff said.

Since it began, Brief Challenges 
has served six clients. Five of them 
have been discharged from the pro-
gram, and only one of those was an 
unsuccessful discharge.

The program lasts only four ses-
sions and is designed for people 
who may be only occasional drug 
users, Walker said. If clients have 
more serious problems and need a 
more in-depth program, they are 
referred to another program, he 
said.

For now, the only change Walker 
envisions in the Seven Challenges 
program at Anchor is possibly hold-
ing two sessions a week rather than 
the current one so more clients can 
be served. 

HJDB Event Center (501C3 Non-Profit) 
3289 Riverside Drive, Bassett, VA 24055 

Keep this 0uiet, be sure you 
Don’t let the community know, but 

HJDB EVENT CENTER 
in Bassett is open to the public every 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 8:30 to 4:00 pm

provided arrival is before 1:00 pm. 
Parking front, left side, and back.

Shhh ! !
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WHILE THERE:
Buffet breakfast is available for $5.00 from 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM
Buffet lunch is available for $6.00 from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Single or group items ex. drinks, Ioaded baked potatoes, side 
salads, desserts, etc. including take outs are available.

Friday mornings 10:00 to 12:00 music time (free)

Admission to all other activities is only $2.00 for a whole day
Weekly membership $5.00 = less than $1.67 a day

Monthly membership $15.00 = Iess than $1.17 a day
Yearly membership $100.00 = less than $0.65 a day

Meet your friends, make new ones.

WHIILE THERE: 
AII Materials are available (FREE TO LEARN AND to participate) 
in all board games, puzzles, music, including dancing, molds, 
kilns for ceramics, Iate model sewing & serger machines, quilt-
ing frames for quilting, weaving looms, INCLUDES paints, 
brushes and easels for art work, or you can bring your own. If 
Item(s) are to be taken home, materials can be purchased at normal 
market prices.

Indoor yard games such as ping pong, badminton, corn hole, 
shuffl e board, & volleyball, can be quickly setup if called ahead 
and arranged. Rekkr facilities (extreme work out rooms) are 
available too, during above times.

Private meeting rooms (5-300 guests) with catering also available.

� � � � ��������

� � � � ��������

Shhh ! ! ����� �����

1-276-629-1369

An UNCORRECTED Hearing Loss OR
An IMPROPERLY CORRECTED Hearing Loss

Can make YOU up to 5 Times More Likely
to have ALZHEIMERS/DEMENTIA

Cynthia M. Jones, AS, AA, HIS
Audiology Assistant & Hearing

Instrument Specialist.
Hearing Instrument Wearer

15 Years Experience

Southside Virginia’s PREMIER Hearing Health Care Providers.
Uncompromising Service, Technology, Value, and Outcomes.

Visit us at www.ashbrookaudiology.com to learn more
or call us Toll Free at 1-877-610-HEAR (4327) for an appointment Today

STUART OFFICE IN THE LANDMARK CENTER
Call Today (276) 666-0401

1111 Spruce Street, Martinsville, VA 24112          4500 Riverside Drive, Danville, VA 24541          The Landmark Center, Stuart, VA 24171

HEARING CARE 
IS HEALTH CARE

anchor youth are meeting 'Challenges'

Ricky Walker (right) and Kevin Ratliff discuss the Seven Challenges program. (Contributed photo)

http://www.ashbrookaudiology.com/
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we are 
      hiring:

Assembler

Maintenance Mechanic

 Full job descriptions: 
yesmartinsville.com/starsprings 

Operator

Why you should choose Longwood 
University at New College Institute. 

Students with an associate’s degree can start today and     
earn a bachelor’s degree from Longwood University at                

New College Institute. 

Affordable 

Our graduates get jobs 

Excellent instructors & small classes 

Personalized experience & support 
Bachelor’s Degree  

Programs 
 

Elementary Education 

Middle School Education 

Social Work 

Master’s Degree  

 
 

Library Science 

Take the first step: Contact us today! 
(276) 403-5605 

www.NewCollegeInstitute.org 

http://www.newcollegeinstitute.org/
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At 92 years of age, eugene Wag-
oner has found the secret to a 
long, full life — Grace Network. 
It is not the food or financial assis-
tance that Grace Network distrib-
utes to area residents in crisis situ-
ations. It is his volunteer service at 
the agency.

“I think Grace is keeping me 
alive,” said Wagoner, of Martins-
ville. It does that by “giving me 
something to do and helping people.” 
Grace Network is a faith-based, 
first-stop center for resources 
— generally food and/or finan-
cial help with housing and util-
ity bills — for families in cri-
sis in Martinsville and Henry 
County, according to its website. 
In the 2017-18 fiscal year that end-
ed June 31, Grace Network provid-
ed $121,432 worth of food to 3,444 
individuals and $234,071 in housing 
and utility assistance to 1,616 clients, 
according to Tracy Hinchcliff, execu-
tive director of Grace Network. Some 
people, but not all, receive both food 
and financial assistance, she added. 
That totaled $355,000 in as-
sistance provided in the year. 
That cost is covered by donations 
from 105 area churches, more than 
65 other organizations and business-
es, individuals and local foundation 
grants, Hinchcliff said. The organiza-
tion receives no government money. 
Grace Network is in a good financial 

position, she said. It is financially 
independent, pays only two salaries 
(Hinchcliff’s and that of part-time 
bookkeeper Pat Wilhite) and has 
minimal operating costs, Hinchcliff 
said. 

“We use our money very wise-
ly,” and it has a reputation in the 
community for that, she added. 
Still, she said, “the need never stops.” 

Volunteers are the backbone of 
the organization. A total of 138 area 
residents donate their time to open 
and staff Grace Network five morn-
ings and one afternoon (Thursday) 
each week. They also collect food 

donations, update computer records 
and perform other responsibilities, 
including the Pumpkin Patch fund-
raiser, helping with Christmas toy 
drive at the Martinsville Speedway, 
collecting food at the July 4 celebra-
tion and others.

“We couldn’t survive without them,” 
Hinchcliff said of the volunteers.  
 A majority of the volunteers are re-
tirees, and many were professionals 
in fields such as social services and 
teachers. Retirees have the time 
to work specific shifts each week or 
month, and many of them bring pro-
fessional skills and manners to the 

agency and its clients, Hinchcliff 
said.

“There is a friendly environ-
ment that exudes to the cli-
ents. everyone appreciates the 
stress level of the clients. … We 
just have a way around us that 
is loving and not judging, and 
we want to help,” she added. 
Eugene Wagoner exemplifies 
that.

“He’s so endeared to us and 
us to him,” Hinchcliff said. 
“Grace (Network) is his fam-
ily. He truly believes that. We 
feel the same way about him.” 
“everyone looks after him, espe-
cially those who have been around 
for a while,” she said. So if Wag-
oner isn’t at Grace when he is ex-
pected, someone will call and check 
on him, she said, adding that Wil-

hite is especially diligent about that.
Wagoner usually works Thursday 

afternoons at Grace Network, locat-
ed on Liberty Street in Martinsville. 
But he often shows up for an hour 
or so several mornings each week to 
straighten the shelves in the food 
pantry, take care of the agency’s re-
cycling, fill in for any volunteers who 
are absent and help with other tasks. 
He has worked in the food pantry 
since the first day he walked into 
Grace Network when it was located 
on Fairy 

fountain of Youth
Volunteering keeps 92-year-old active and involved

By Ginny Wray 

Iconic names in 
the sport of racing 
will be in Bassett on 
Sept. 15 for the Bas-
sett Hwy 57 Cruise-In. 
    The “Race Night” 
Cruise-In will include 
appearances by drivers 
Donald “Satch” Worley, 
Paul Radford and Monk 
Tate; engine builders 
Lou Larosa and Danny 
Glad; and master me-
chanics Wayne “Speedy” 
Thomas, Talmadge 
Thomas and Harold 
Smith. A complete list 
of those scheduled to 
appear is on the cruise-
in website at www.
bassettcruisein.com 
or its Facebook page.  
    The local and regional 
racing legends will ap-
pear in the “Race Pa-

vilion” in downtown 
Bassett from 4 to 8 p.m. 
    “We have pretty 
big expectations” for 
the crowds on Race 
Night, said Tim Stone, 
sponsor representa-
tive for the cruise-ins.  
    In addition to the lo-
cal racing legends who 
will meet and greet 
cruise-in crowds, there 
will be rare vintage 
modified cars, he said. 
Crafts and food also 
will be sold — including 
the crowd favorite fried 
apple pies, according to 
Stone — in a food court 
set up beside a shelter. 
    Admission is free 
and the public is wel-
come. Pets, tents and 
burnouts are not. 
    The event is held 

from the Bassett Fur-
niture parking lot at 
3525 Fairystone Park 
Highway to the Bassett 
Funeral Home lot. “ev-
erything along the river 
on both sides will be 

full,” Stone said. “It’s a 
great time to relax and 
get away and remem-
ber the past a little bit.” 
    If the weather is good, 
the Bassett Cruise-
ins attract 1,000 to 

1,500 people, including 
those who bring cars to 
share with the public, 
Stone said. Typically 
about 300 cars are on 
display at the events, 
although last October 

there were more than 
400 vehicles. even on a 
day when bad weath-
er is forecast, Stone 
said about 100 vehi-
cles will be featured. 
    “We will average 
30 to 40 new regis-
ters (car exhibitors) 
every month,” he 
said. They have come 
from Lynchburg and 
Wilmington, Burl-
ington and Greens-
boro in North Caro-
lina and other areas.  
    Organizers never 
know exactly how 
many vehicles will be 
on display because 
there is no advance 
registration. Stone 
said car owners regis-
ter when they show 

Cruise-in to feature racing legends 

The Bassett Hwy 57 Cruise-In will be in Bassett on Sept. 15. (Contributed photo) 

The 2018 Oktoberfest 
International Arts and 
Culture Festival will be 
held from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 6. 
    “This is one of the 
largest community 
events” in Martinsville 
and Henry County, 
with the exception of 
the Martinsville Speed-
way races and Rooster 
Walk music festival, 
said Liz Secrest, execu-
tive director of Mar-
tinsville Uptown, which 
presents Oktoberfest.  
    Crowds estimated at 
8,000 people attend the 
event each year, she said. 
    “It started as a small 
crafts (event) and 
multiplied” with 230 
booths, including 200 
vendors, expected for 
this year’s 39th Okto-
berfest, Secrest said, 
“and it’s still free.” 
    Vendors will line 
Church and Main 
streets, offering every-
thing from free balloons 
to fine art, holiday deco-
rations and household 
accessories, jewelry and 
more. Children will be 
entertained at activi-
ties including inflatable 
bounce houses and rides. 
    There will be a beer 
garden selling craft beer. 
Vendors will sell tra-

ditional German foods 
such as bratwurst as 
well as everything from 
hot dogs to snow cones. 
Food trucks will offer 
southern and interna-
tional foods, Secrest said, 
which are new this year. 
    The Rogues will per-
form from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in the Bridge 
Street Parking Lot. 
Band members Jimmy 
Stone, Mark Barnard, 
Pat Haley, Wayne 
Lovell and Nelson ed-
wards perform classic 
rock music from the ear-
ly 1960s. Fill-in drum-
mers are Johnny Bry-
ant and Oscar Bowman. 
    Church and Main 
streets will be closed 
to traffic, as will the 
connecting streets — 
Walnut, Bridge and 
Lester, Secrest said. 
    This year, organizers 
limited the number of 
informational booths at 
Oktoberfest in response 
to people’s requests for 
more booths featuring 
crafts and artwork, Se-
crest said. Rather than 
booths which solely 
distribute information, 
they now have been 
asked to have something 
interactive, such as 
drawings or giveaways.  
    “As long as it’s some 

type of activity” it is 
allowed, she added. 
    Planning for this year’s 
Oktoberfest began last 
November. Typically it 
starts in February, but 
the early start helped 
organizers distribute 
information about Ok-
toberfest to crafters 
at holiday events else-
where, Secrest said. 
As a result, “we picked 
up a number of new 
crafters,” she said. 
    All the vendors that 
were signed up by mid-
August were from Vir-
ginia and North Caro-
lina. Those from outside 
this area are from Chris-
tiansburg and Rustburg 
in Virginia and  Wake 
Forest and Rougemont 
in North Carolina. 
    Secret added that there 

typically is a rush of ven-
dors signing up in the 
month before the event. 
    The premier sponsor 
for the 2018 Oktober-
fest is the Martinsville 
Speedway. Other event 
sponsors are Martin 
Plaza Furniture Outlet, 
Food Lion, Danville Dis-
tributing and Arconic. 
    Vendors seeking more 
information about Ok-
toberfest should call 
632-5688. For more in-
formation on the event, 
call that number or the 
Mart insv i l l e -Henry 
County Chamber of 
Commerce at 632-6401.  
    More information 
also is available by 
emailing liz@martins-
villeuptown.net or 
visiting the website 
martinsvilleuptown.net.

Funnel cakes are a popular treat at the Oktoberfest in 
Martinsville. (2013 photo contributed by Martinsville 
Uptown)

thousands likely for 
annual area oktoberfest 

The Patrick County 
Music Association is gear-
ing up for its fall season, 
which will start Oct. 20 
with the Saturday Nite 
Opry.

Performers are guar-
anteed to pack the house 
this fall, according to 
Denny Alley, organizer of 
the PCMA. 

Sponsored by the Lowe 
Vintage Instrument Co., 
the event will include an 
instrument show that 
will begin at 1 p.m. in the 
Rotary Building on Wood-
land Drive in Stuart. 

Vendors will be set up 
in the same building as 
the show, and instru-
ments of particular inter-
est are vintage Martin 
or Gibson guitars, Alley 
said. 

Concessions also will 
be available, but the open 
mic event will not be held.

Performances will  be-
gin at 5:30 p.m. with The 
Goodfellas – and mem-
bers Ralph McGee, Rex 
McGee, Tex Barneycastle 
and Hersie McMillan -- 
serving as the house band 
of the evening. 

The lineup of perform-
ers includes Roger Han-
dy, Johnny Joyce, Tommy 
Nichols, Beth Smith, Mel-
anie Bodehammer, Ju-
nior Cassady and Alley. 

Additional performers 
may be announced, Alley 
said, and noted the lineup 
is subject to change.

The rock solid lineup 
of performers continues 
on Nov. 17 when Roger 
Handy and Friends take 
the stage, along with the 
Route 8 Ramblers, Alley 
said, adding an open mic 
event will be held, start-
ing at 4:45 p.m.

The Southern Prophets 
will headline The PCMA’s 
special Christmas show 
on Dec. 8, Alley said, add-
ing this will be the group’s 
first performance fol-
lowing the 2015 death of 
founding member Denny 
Archer.  

The Country Boys and 
the Chords of Faith also 
will perform in December.

Doors will open at 4:30 
p.m. in November and 
December.

Alley added that the 
association is taking 
September off to prepare 
for the events in the last 
quarter of the year.

The PCMA is a 501 © 
(3) nonprofit agency that 
offers talent from the local 
area and beyond at free 
monthly shows at Rotary 
Field the fourth Satur-
day of every month. The 
PCMA started as a small 
gathering of pickers, sing-
ers and fans of bluegrass/
gospel music in the early 
1990s at the Coffee Break 
on Main Street in Stuart. 

For additional infor-
mation, visit www.pat-
rickcountymusicasso-
ciation.org. 

pCMa unveils 
fall show lineup

Eugene Wagoner, 92, straightens shelves in the food pantry and helps out wherever else he can 
at Grace Network. 

(see fountain of Youth p. 3B)

Over the past 38 years, thousands of people 
have streamed into uptown Martinsville for a 
celebration of autumn, German food, beer and 
more, and that tradition will continue this year. 

(see Cruise-in p. 6B)

mailto:liz@martins
http://www.pat/
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Thirty-three of 
the building’s 35 
residents have been 
placed in apart-
ments and homes in 
Martinsville, Henry 
County and Patrick 
County, said staff 
members at Piedmont 
Community Services 
(PCS), which owns 
the building at 303  
e. Church St. that 
burned on June 30. 
    The cause of the 
fire was determined 
to be unattended 
cooking, according 
to Greg Preston, ex-
ecutive director of 
PCS. All of the 33 
units in the building 
incurred some dam-
age from fire, smoke 
and/or water, said 
Katie Whitlow, who 
works with individ-
ual and community 
relations with PCS.  
    No one was hurt 
in the fire, and 
PCS officials are 
thankful for that.  
    Preston and Kippy 
Cassell, director of 
operations with PCS, 
said no firm damage 
estimate has been 
determined although 
early published re-
ports put the esti-
mate at more than 
$600,000. PCS’s in-
surance company is 
working to determine 
the actual damage. 
After that, plans to re-
build the facility will 
proceed, Preston said. 
    He estimated re-
building will take 
9 to 12 months. 
    All of the residents 
will be offered the op-
tion of returning to 
the building when 
it is reconstructed, 
Preston said. PCS 
also has heard from 
some people who want 
to be on a waiting 
list for apartments.  
    And some of the 
displaced residents 
“may get into their 
new apartment and 
love it” and not want 
to return to their 

former homes, said 
Carolyn Whiting, 
facilities manager 
with Piedmont Com-
munity Services. 

sHoCK turns 
to aCtion

The PCS officials 
reflected on the 
night of June 30 and 
the days that fol-
lowed recently. The 
scene remains fresh 
in their memories. 
    Preston, who was 
notified of the fire 
by Cassell, said he 
could see smoke 
from the blaze as 
he drove to the 
scene from his home 
in Horsepasture. 
    “I was in shock,” 
Preston said. “Imme-
diately I was nervous 
and wanted to get here 
as quickly as possible. 
    Cassell said when he 
arrived at the scene, 
it was evident that 
routine fire drills and 
safety classes Whit-
ing had held paid 
off. Residents knew 
what to do and where 
to go when the fire 
broke out, Preston 
and Cassell agreed. 
    Piedmont Commu-
nity Services’ build-
ing on Clay Street 
adjacent to the apart-
ment building was 
opened that night 
and PCS officials 
made sure everyone 
was accounted for. 
The Red Cross also 
was at the scene to 
help, Preston said. 
    About 25-30 PCS 
staff members also 
came to the fire scene 
and by 4 a.m. Sunday, 
July 1, temporary 
housing in a local 
hotel had been ar-
ranged for all 35 resi-
dents. Preston noted 
that some of those 
employees do not 
work with the hous-
ing service but they 
all pitched in to help. 
    “The night of the 
fire, Piedmont (staff-
ers) sat around and 

did an assessment of 
immediate needs,” 
such as safety, hous-
ing and medical care, 
he said. “The next 
day (July 1) we went 
into action to figure 
out what were the 
immediate needs to 
make sure individu-
als who lost their 
housing were safe.” 
    About 15 of the 
residents lost almost 
everything; others 
were able to salvage 
some belongings. But 
they all had needs, 
and efforts began im-
mediately to make 
sure residents had 
food, clothing, water 
and medicines they 
had to leave behind in 
the burned building. 
    Residents of the 
apartment building 
are close, Whiting 
said, so they were con-
cerned for each oth-
er’s safety when the 
building was burning. 
    That spirit “hum-
bled me the night of 
the fire,” Preston said, 
adding that residents 
also were thankful for 
the help of PCS and 
then the community. 
“They are most ap-
preciative of every ar-
ticle of clothing” and 
assistance provided, 
Cassell added.

 
CoMMunitY       
response

Organizations and 
individuals stepped 
up to help the resi-
dents after the fire 
and in the weeks 
that followed, the 
PCS officials said. 
    One challenge 
was providing three 
meals a day for the 
35 displaced people 
for eight weeks, Whit-
low said. The hotel 
where the residents 
were staying provided 
breakfasts, a pallet of 
water was provided 
by one organization 
and others provided 
lunches on week-
days, Whitlow said. 

PCS officials were 
reluctant to name 
the groups for fear 
of leaving some out. 
    The community’s 
meal calendar was 
coordinated with 
churches that filled 
in with dinners 
when needed. Also, 
churches, restau-
rants and individuals 
brought food and do-
nated funds to help. 
    Transportation to 
meal sites was anoth-
er issue. “We weren’t 
able to transport 
35 people to differ-
ent churches and it 
would have identified 
them as clients, so 
they brought the food 
to the clients” with 
vans, Whitlow said.  
    “We had enor-
mous support from 
churches all over the 
county,” she added. 
    The residents 
stayed in the hotel 
until more permanent 
housing was found. 
That and other help 
was arranged by a 
team from Piedmont 
Community Servic-
es that worked with 
the Danville Rede-
velopment Authority 
and other churches 
and organizations.  
    Housing was “hard 
to find. Most of the 
people needed a one-
bedroom (apartment) 
and they were diffi-
cult to find. Some had 
to go to two bedrooms. 
We worked it out with 
Housing (the Dan-
ville Redevelopment 
Authority) and land-
lords,” Whiting said. 
    Some residents of 
the building have 
developmental dis-
abilities, Preston 
said. Some are PCS 
clients; others are 
not. They pay rent 
and PCS provides 
help and support ser-
vices so the residents 
can live as indepen-
dently as possible. 
    The agency provides 
a “host of wraparound 

services to make sure 
the individual re-
mains independent 
in the community,” 
Preston said. “And en-
hance their quality of 
life,” Whiting added. 
    Preston said the 
fire made him appre-
ciate that he lives in a 
community that cares 
as evidenced by the 
immediate actions of 
people with the fire 
and police depart-
ments, first respond-
ers, Red Cross, Pied-
mont staff and others. 
    Whitlow added that 
those people’s con-
cerns have continued 
long after the fire was 
out. Often, agencies 
tried to make it eas-
ier on the displaced 
residents, sometimes 
simplifying things 
to help those with-
out paperwork be-
cause of the fire. 
    Whiting noted 
that many commu-
nity agencies sent 
staff members to the 
hotel to help the dis-
placed residents rath-
er than the residents 
having to get trans-
portation to them. 
    “We have had 
enormous donations 
of clothing from dif-
ferent areas” and 
have given residents 
a chance to “shop” 
— without charge — 
for household items 
that have been do-
nated, Whitlow said. 
“We have worked 
hard with people of-
fering furniture so 
as they (residents) 
are moving into new 
housing, they have 
pretty much every-
thing they need.”  
    But needs remain, 
such as beds, couches, 
kitchen supplies and 
other items, she said.     
Monetary donations 
may be made to Grace 
Network, which is the 
fiscal agent for finan-
cial contributions. 
It can be reached at 
638-8500 and is locat-

ed at 16 Liberty St., 
Martinsville. House-
hold and other items 
may be donated by 
contacting Whitlow at 
632-7128, ext. 1335.

 
GoinG forWard    

Today, a lot of the 
residents have mixed 
emotions, especially 
those who lived in 
the building when a 
small fire occurred 
there eight years 
ago, Whiting said. 
    Many also are anx-
ious now because they 
are separated from 
other residents. “They 
consider themselves a 
family,” Whiting added. 
    The fire also was 
traumatic for her be-
cause her office was in 
the apartment build-
ing, Whiting said. 
    “Fire is like a 
death,” she said, 
adding that it also 
brought back memo-
ries of when her par-
ents’ home burned. 
“I also went through 
some anxiety.” 
    Preston said a safe-
ty committee is work-
ing on how to make 
improvements when 
people move back into 
the apartments. For 
instance, Cassell and 
Whiting have found 
a device that can be 
placed above a stove 
to stop a fire. Fire 
safety programs will 
continue and will in-
clude cooking safety, 
and residents have 
been given informa-
tion on renters in-
surance, they said. 
    Preston said PCS 
also has wondered 
“how to say thank 
you to the com-
munity, staff and 
first responders. 
We do want to say 
thank you. Without 
them it would have 
been much harder.”  
    To help do that, 
PCS has erected three 
billboards in the area 
thanking people for 
their support.

starting over 

Street in Martinsville, and offered 
to volunteer. That was in 2006, a few 
months after Grace opened its doors.

“Wayne eanes showed me around 
(the food pantry), showed me what 
we had. He said, ‘You’re trained 
now,’” Wagoner recalled, and he has 
been pitching in ever since.

At the time, Wagoner had retired 
from DuPont and needed something 
to do, he said. He wishes other se-
nior citizens would do the same. 
In the pantry, he and other volun-
teers help clients select canned food, 
boxes and bags of cereal and pasta 
and more from rows of shelves, They 
also choose fruits, vegetables, meat, 
bread and toiletries that have been 
donated or purchased with donated 
funds. Grace volunteers keep track of 
every item that is given out, Hinch-

cliff said.
“It just makes me (feel good to) know 

I’ve helped somebody and whatever 
they do with the food I’ve given them 
is up to them,” he said. “Most people 
thank me and other people, I guess.” 
While he enjoys helping those in 
need, Wagoner said it is sad to see 
some clients return to Grace Net-
work to get help. With some others, 
he said, “I wonder whether they need 
the help or not,” even though they are 
screened and interviewed to make 
sure they need assistance.

Hinchcliff acknowledged that de-
spite Grace’s best efforts, “it’s not 
all rainbows and Skittles. There are 
some people whose job is to take ad-
vantage of what exists. We try to do 
what we can to combat fraud,” espe-
cially through the Charity Tracker 

computer program that logs assis-
tance given by numerous local agen-
cies. Hinchcliff credited the United 
Way with bringing the agencies to-
gether to help clients, she said.

Grace Network is not the only 
place where Wagoner volunteers. 
He helps in the finance department 
at Chatham Heights Baptist Church 
and with the Raceway Ministries 
at Martinsville Speedway. On race 
weekends, he goes into the camp-
grounds to talk with visitors, he said. 
He has two grown sons, one in Geor-
gia and one in South Carolina.

“They think sooner or later I’m 
going to have to quit” volunteering, 
Wagoner said. “I say, ‘I ain’t quit yet.’” 
“I think I’m going to have to give it up 
sooner or later,” added Wagoner, who 
still drives. But, he added, “I’ll keep 

coming as long as I’m able. The way 
I feel now I will keep coming.”  And 
that is just fine with Hinchcliff. Grace 
Network’s ranks of volunteers has 
slipped recently, and new volunteers 
sometimes do not realize the com-
mitment it requires and they don’t 
stay. So whenever she speaks about 
Grace Network in the community, 
she makes a pitch for volunteers.

Those who do volunteer have 
helped create an agency that has 
earned the community’s trust 
and a reputation for using dona-
tions wisely, Hinchcliff said, add-
ing that comes back to the qual-
ity of the network’s volunteers. 
“everybody just cares about peo-
ple,” she said. “And that leads me 
back to eugene (Wagoner). He cares 
more than anybody.”

Fountain of Youth
(cont. from page 1B)

Cleanup continues at the fire scene. A billboard on Church Street thanks the community for their support. 

Most residents displaced by fire get new housing, assistance 
 Nearly all of the 35 people who were displaced by an apartment building fire in June now have new housing. 
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Craft 
fair 
slated

A craft fair will be 
held in the Historic 
JD Bassett (HJDB) 
event center on Sat-
urday, September 8 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
located at 3289 Riv-
erside Drive in Bas-
sett.

Space includes an 
eight foot table with 
two chairs for $10. 
For reservations, 
call (276) 629-1369. 
Set up will begin at 
7 a.m.

FRIDAY NIGHT 
JAMBOREE

MOUNTAIN HIGHWAY
SEPTEMBER 21ST

Bluegrass Heritage • Family Harmony
6 PM - JAM SESSION • 7 PM - MOUNTAIN HIGHWAY

TICKETS $5 AT THE DOOR • CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE
3289 RIVERSIDE DR., BASSETT, VA (276) 629-1369

HJDB Event Center (Old Bassett High School)

RICHMOND— Three area 
residents have been appoint-
ed to education-related groups 
by Gov. Ralph Northam. 
    Richard Hall of Martins-
ville, managing director of 
Orion Capital, and Naomi 
Hodge-Muse of Martinsville, 
president of the Martins-
ville-Henry County NAACP, 
were named to the board of 
the New College Institute, 
Northam announced Friday. 
    Hodge-Muse was re-
appointed to the board.  
    NCI, in Martinsville, is a 
state-funded educational 
entity that provides ac-
cess to higher education 
through partnerships with 
colleges and universities. It 
offers bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees as well as 
other academic programs. 
    Sen. William M. Stanley 
Jr., chairman of the NCI 
board, congratulated Hall 
and Hodge-Muse on their ap-

pointments at a recent board 
meeting in Martinsville.  
    Also on Friday, the Northam 
Administration announced 
the addition of 10 new mem-
bers to Virginia’s Standards 
of Learning (SOL) Innova-
tion Committee, including 
Melany Stowe of Martinsville. 
    Stowe is the assistant direc-
tor of academics and commu-
nications at the New College 
Institute in Martinsville. She 
has worked at several levels 
of education, including as ad-
ministrative leader at a high-
er education center, instructor 
at Patrick Henry Commu-
nity College, and teacher 
and administrator in K-12.  
    Stowe served as a program 
reviewer for multiple national 
programs facilitated by the 
U.S. Department of educa-
tion. She also serves as an 
evaluator for the Virginia De-
partment of education’s 21st 
Century Community Learn-

ing Centers program and has 
been instrumental in bring-
ing funding and programs 
to Southern Virginia, ac-
cording to the NCI website.  
    Stowe received her under-
graduate degree from Rad-
ford University and master’s 
degree in administration 
from the University of Virgin-
ia. She is as president of the 
Southern Piedmont Technol-
ogy Council and on the boards 
of Virginia Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum 
Development (VASCD) and 
Henry County/Martinsville 
Social Services, and is an 
alumnae of LeAD Virginia. 
     The SOL Innovation Com-
mittee provides the Board of 
education and General As-
sembly with recommenda-
tions on changes to the SOL 
assessments, authentic indi-
vidual student growth mea-
sures, alignment between 
the Standards of Learning 

and assessment, and ways 
to encourage innovative 
teaching in the classroom. 
New committee members 
were selected by Secretary 
of education Atif Qarni. 
    In recent years, committee 
proposals which have been 
approved and adopted include 
the Profile of a Graduate, a 
new Virginia Assessment 
System Framework and per-
formance-based assessments. 
    “The SOL Innovation Com-
mittee has done tremendous 
work over the years to make 
recommendations which 
have modernized Virginia’s 
education system,” said 
Northam. “… We need sys-
tems in place to best measure 
the progress of our students 
and to ensure accountabil-
ity, and I know this talented 
group will continue to find 
ways to provide every stu-
dent in the commonwealth 
with a great shot at success in 

life. I look forward to working 
with them as they chart out 
the next phase of their work.” 
    Several SOL Innovation 
Committee recommendations 
were adopted by the state 
Board of education last year 
when the board revised the 
commonwealth’s accredita-
tion standards. These in-
clude awarding school credit 
for students making prog-
ress toward grade-level pro-
ficiency and increasing the 
focus in high school on skills 
referred to as the “Five C’s”: 
critical thinking, collabo-
ration, communications, 
citizenship and creativity. 
    The committee in-
cludes teachers, principals, 
school board members, 
curriculum and develop-
ment officials and others as 
well as state legislators.  
    It will hold its first meet-
ing of the Northam adminis-
tration Oct. 9 in Richmond.

Governor northam taps two to board of new College institute
Stowe named to SOL Innovation Committee 

The Martinsville Po-
lice Department is us-
ing community policing 
to improve the quality 
of life for city residents, 
according to a release. 
    The concept of 
Neighborhood Re-
source Officers (NROs) 
was developed in 2015. 
Under the program, 
officers are assigned 
to specific neighbor-
hoods throughout the 
city, the release from 
the Martinsville Police 
Department states. 
The city is divided 
into 22 sections which 
cover all the neighbor-
hoods and business 
districts of the city.   
    The officers go door-to-
door to help residents 
with any issues they 
face, such as crime, 
property maintenance 

and other city services. 
    The officers attempt 
to improve the qual-
ity of life for city resi-
dents. The officers give 
citizens their busi-
ness cards with their 
department- issued 
cellular phone num-
ber so that citizens 
can contacting the po-
lice about any issue. 
    “Each officer having 
a department issued 
cell phone allows the 
citizens and officers 
the ability to relate on 
a more personal level 
and helps remove ob-
stacles that might pre-
vent a citizen from con-
tacting the police,” said 
Martinsville Police 
Chief eddy Cassady.  
    This summer, the 
officers have been 
taking a door-to-door 

survey of the citizens 
in an attempt to ad-
dress concerns. The 
issues addressed on 
the survey included 
traditional law en-
forcement topics as 
well as other city ser-
vices. The surveys are 
nearly completed and 
are being analyzed. 
    The department 
has also established a 
Business Watch Pro-
gram modeled after the 
Neighborhood Watch 
Program. Business 
Watch is managed by 
the criminal investiga-
tions division and has 
monthly meetings at 
the police department 
to talk about specific 
issues such as counter-
feit money, shoplifting 
and organized crime 
theft rings.

City pd works to build ties

Martinsville Police Chief Eddie Cassady 
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CaLendar of eVents 
for septeMBer

(The following information comes 
from the Martinsville-Henry County 
Economic Development Corp.’s 
Tourism website, visitmartinsville.com. 
Events are listed only for nonprofit 
groups and organizations. For more 
information on these and other 
activities in September and future 
months, visit the tourism website.)

fridaY, sept. 7
• Fast Friday at Martinsville Speedway. 

For $20, fans driving their own cars (no 
motorcycles allowed) get a dozen laps 
around the track behind a pace car at 
speeds of up to 65 miles per hour. Call 
956-7200 for more information.

• Motorcycle Basic Rider Course by 
WeCD.  This three-day course pro-
vides classroom and actual motorcycle 
operator training in controlled range 
conditions. Student Handbook and 
Virginia Department of Motor Vehi-
cles Motorcycle Operator Manual are 
provided. Motorcycles are provided or 
participants can use their own. Friday, 
6-9:30 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Cost: $100. This course 
also will be offered Sept. 21-23. Time 
subject to change due to weather and 
temperature conditions. Call 656-5461 
for more information.

• Ride ’N Dine on the Dick & Willie 
Trail, sponsored by the Henry County 
Bike Club. each week cyclists meet at 
the Liberty Street access point of the 
trail to ride and have lunch at a local 
eatery. A different lunch locality is 
chosen each week. Call Marti at 358-
1312 for more information. Rides are 
year-round but are canceled if it's rain-
ing.

saturdaY, sept. 8
• Bassett Heritage Festival, sponsored 

by the Stanleytown Ruritan Club in 
downtown Bassett near the Historic 
Train Depot on Fairystone Park High-
way. There will be vendors with food, 
snowcones, popcorn, jewelry, flowers, 
gifts, crafts, baked goods, T-shirts, and 
more. "Red Pole" Stone's hot dog sales 
will benefit the Bassett Fire Depart-
ment. The event also includes a pan-
cake breakfast, classic car show, mu-
sic, free rides for children sponsored by 
Bassett Industries, a parade and his-
tory exhibits in the depot. The festival 
is held rain or shine. Admission is free.

• Brewster Walk Craft Beer Festival 
and Concerts, featuring 50 craft beers 
and performances by three bands, on 
Church Street in front of the Rives The-
atre in Martinsville; 2-7 p.m. General 
admission tickets include the Brewster 
Walk sampling glass, 20 3-oz. samples 
of beer and the concerts.VIP tickets 
also include unlimited samples of beer 
and earlier admission at 1 p.m. For 
more information, call 403-0872, 403-
0872 or 650-1583.

• Bass Series Fishing Tournament at 
Beaver Creek Reservoir, 7 a.m. to 
1 p.m. The cost to enter will be $40 
per boat with the payout being $30 
per boat that is entered. Payout will 
be based on the number of boats (one 
payout per five registered boats). This 
is one of seven tournaments in the se-
ries. For more information, call David 
Johnston at 252-7680 or

• Parks & Recreation at 403-5379.
• Beginners crochet at the Spencer Penn 

Centre with instructor Amy Register; 
9 a.m. to noon. Projects will vary. Cost: 
$10/member, $15/non-member. All 
supplies furnished. For more informa-
tion, call 957-5757.

• Paint the Town 5K to benefit CHILL, a 
teen group that promotes healthy life-
style choices. Runners will be showered 
with different colors of corn starch at 
four points on the route. 9 a.m. Times 
will be called out for 5K. Swag bags 
and post run food and drink will be 
offered to participants. Plain white t-
shirt must be worn the day of the race; 
bring a towel. early bird registration 
is $70 for a team/family of four or $30 
for individuals. For more information, 
call 340-9186.

• Pickers and Fiddlers Bluegrass Gospel 
and Mountain Music Songfest at Poca-
hontas Bassett Baptist Church, 10 
a.m. to noon. Free. This is held on the 
second Saturday of each month.

• Fab Lab Family Days: 3D Doodler 
Pens that let you draw sculptures and 
create 3D designs, 10 a.m. to noon at 
the Dalton IDeA Center, 26 Fayette 
St., Martinsville. Fee: $15.  Pre-regis-
tration required at ph.augusoft.net or 
call 656-5461.

• Folk Tales Family Day at Piedmont 
Arts, 215 Starling Ave., Martinsville. 
with tales by The Jack Tale Players, 
themed crafts and snacks. 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Admission is free. Call 632-3221 
for more information.

 
sundaY, sept. 9

• Henry County Bike Club's Sunday 
Road Ride begins at the Ridgeway Li-
brary at 2 p.m. For more information, 
call 618-0343.

• Mountain Bike Ride at Mountain Lau-
rel Trails, 361 Mountain Laurel Trail, 
Ridgeway, at 2 p.m. every Sunday. 
For more information, call 340-9144 
or 618-0343. Check the club’s website 
and Facebook pages for possible loca-
tion changes.

    

tuesdaY, sept. 11
• Annual Senior Fall Golf Tournament 

sponsored by Martinsville Senior 
Center, Beaver Hills Golf Course and 
Henry County Parks and Recreation. 
Contact Beaver Hills Golf Club to sign 
up. For more information, call 632-
1526, Henry County Parks and Rec-
reation at 634-4640 or Martinsville 
Parks and Recreation at 403-5140.

• Genealogy 1-4, a series of classes on 
genealogical research will be held 
from 10 a.m. to noon at the Bassett 
Historical Center each Tuesday in 
September. Cindy Hubbard Headen, 
genealogy assistant at the center, will 
teach the classes. Limited to 12 peo-
ple; call the historical center at 629-
9191 to register. 

• Learn to use the Roland Mini-Mill, 
including basic steps of CNC produc-
tion and computer design software,  
5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Dalton IDeA 
Center, 26 Fayette St., Martinsville. 
Classes run through Oct. 16; cost is 
$104. Pre-registration is required at 
ph.augusoft.net or 656-5461.

• Zumba at the Spencer Penn Centre 
with Julie Brown as instructor. Cost: 
$5 per class; 6-7 p.m.  For more infor-
mation, call 957-5757 or 734-2098.

• Introduction to Photography at Pat-
rick Henry Community College with 
certified professional photographer 
Rick Dawson; 6-8 p.m. Fee: $60. Pre-
registration is required at 656-5461 or 
ph.augusoft.net.

• Ballroom dancing at Patrick Henry 
Community College, 7-9 p.m. through 
Dec. 18. Students will learn the ba-
sic steps of the waltz, fox trot, swing, 
rumba, cha-cha and tango. Cost: $89; 
instructor is Mary Beth Jordan. Pre-
registration is required at 656-5461 or 
ph.augusoft.net.

    
WednesdaY, sept. 12

• Henry County Bike Club variety ride 
on the Fieldale Trail. Mountain bikes 
are recommended but road bikes can 
be used; lights needed. Call 618-0343 
for ride locations and times.

• Food Truck Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Jack Dalton Park behind the 
Henry County Administration Build-
ing. For more information, call the 
county park and recreation office, 634-
4640.

• “Man’s Best Helper” program by Saint 
Francis Service Dogs of Roanoke, 
Saint Francis dog trainer Jenny Cole 
will discuss what it takes to train the 
dogs, and will present a demonstra-
tion. Noon to 1 p.m. at New College In-
stitute, 191 Fayette St. Call 403-5610 
for more information.

•     
tHursdaY, sept. 13

• Chair aerobics at Spencer Penn Cen-
tre, sponsored by the M/HC Coalition 
for Health & Wellness and taught 
by Paula Battle. All exercises will be 
done while sitting on a chair or hold-
ing onto a chair. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Call 957-5757 or 734-2098 for 
more information.

• Fab Lab Craft Night to make wooden 
jewelry, 6-9 p.m. at the Dalton IDeA 
Center, 26 Fayette St., Martinsville. 
Cost: $30. Pre-registration is required 
at 656-5461 or ph.augusoft.net.

• Aerobic exercise class at Spencer Penn 
Center, sponsored through the M/HC 
Coalition for Health & Wellness. The 
class will use steps, balls, bands and 
weights to get a complete work out. 
Instructor is Anita Hooker; 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Call 957-5757 or 734-2098 for 
more information.

fridaY, sept. 14
• Music Night at Spencer Penn Centre. 

Doors open at 5 p.m.; open mic begins 
at 5:30 p.m. Skyline Drive will take 
the stage at 6:20; Marshall Brothers 
& High Road will perform at 7:40.

• Starry Night in Martinsville at Pied-
mont Arts, 215 Starling Ave., taught 
by Alisha Bennett for participants age 
18 and older; 6-9 p.m. In conjunction 
with Piedmont Arts' and Rives The-
atre's presentation of Loving Vincent, 
this paint night will include paint 
and other supplies. Guests may bring 
drinks, snacks or dinner. Advanced 
registration required online or call 
632.3221. Registration closes at noon 
Sept. 13.

• Ride ’N Dine on the Dick & Willie 
Trail. See the Sept. 7 listing above for 
more information.

 
saturdaY, sept. 15

• Advanced Survival Shelter Weekend 
at the Sustainable Homestead Insti-
tute, 190 eastridge Road, Ridgeway. 
Survival shelter building skills will 
be taught; 8 a.m. Cost: $95. Call 226-
9104 for more information.

• Annual Spencer Community Fair & 
Craft Fair at the Spencer Penn Cen-
tre, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Brunswick stew 
and other food will be available; live 
music in the afternoon; action at 6 
p.m. Craft vendors may pre-register 
by calling the center for more infor-
mation, including fees. Call 957-5757 
or 734-2098 for more information.

• Bassett Hwy 57 Cruise-In in down-
town Bassett, 4-8 p.m.; free admis-
sion. Food available; music; door 
prizes. For more information, call 
365-4252.

• Fieldale Village Street Dance at the 
Fieldale Recreation Center, 6-10 

p.m. Admission is free but dona-
tions are accepted; proceeds will 
benefit the recreation center and 
pools. Remedy will perform. Call 
806-9216 for more information. 

sundaY, sept. 16
• “Loving Vincent” showing at the Rives 

Theatre, Martinsville. Arts at the 
Rives Theatre and Piedmont Arts are 
exploring the works of Vincent Van 
Gogh. This event includes a social 
hour in the lobby, a talk by Patrick 
Henry Community College art pro-
fessor Gerry Bannan and the movie. 
Doors open at 2 p.m. and the movie 
will begin at 3. Cost: $5 for adults, $3 
for children (7 and under are free). 
For more information, call 403-0872.

• Mountain Bike Ride at Mountain 
Laurel Trails at 2 p.m. every Sunday. 
See the listing under Sept. 9 above for 
more information.

tuesdaY, sept. 18
•  Martinsville Parks and Recreation 

Home Run Derby,  7 p.m. at Southside 
Park. Fee: $10 per contestant. each 
contestant must provide a pitcher and 
his/her own ball. Any core compres-
sion ball and bat are welcomed. Derby 
will be held in playoff style with three 
rounds. For more information, call 
403-5140.

• Genealogy 1-4, a series of classes on 
genealogical research will be held 
from 10 a.m. to noon at the Bassett 
Historical Center each Tuesday in 
September. See the Sept. 11 listing 
above for more information. 

• Zumba at the Spencer Penn Centre; 
6-7 p.m. See the Sept. 11 listing above 
for more information.

WednesdaY, sept. 19
• Henry County Bike Club variety ride. 

See the Sept. 12 listing above for more 
information.

• Food Truck Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. See the Sept. 12 listing above for 
more information.

tHursdaY, sept. 20
•  Jazz Cabaret at the Black Box The-

atre, 44 Franklin St., sponsored by 
TheatreWorks Community Players. 
It will feature Five Brothers with spe-
cial guests. Tickets are $10. Call 632-
2800 for more information.

• Healthy Aging: Mini Health Fair at 
the New College Institute, 191 Fay-
ette St., delivered by SOVAH Health. 
The fair is for "speed networking" 
among local organizations serving se-
niors and supporting healthy living.  
Call 403-5610 for more information.

• Chair aerobics and aerobic exercise 
classes at Spencer Penn Centre. See 
the Sept. 13 listings above for more 
information on both classes.

fridaY, sept. 21
• Savory September fundraiser at Pied-

mont Arts, 215 Starling Ave., featur-
ing dishes by local chefs, beer, wine 
and cocktails; 7-10 p.m. Admission: 
$25 per ticket; cash bar. Call 632-
3221 for more information.

• Harvest Moon Run 5K and 10K 2018 
starting at the Depot Street parking 
lot and trailhead; 7-9 p.m. with music 
for the street dance starting at 6. Race 
registration includes swag, on-course 
aid station, finisher's awards for all, 
post-race food and drink ticket and 
the street dance. Cost: $25-$35 (see 
website for price point deadlines). For 
more information, call the YMCA 632-
6427.

• Motorcycle Basic Rider Course by 
WeCD.  See the Sept. 7 listing above 
for more information.

• Ride ’N Dine on the Dick & Willie 
Trail. See the Sept. 7 listing above for 
more information.

saturdaY, sept. 22
• Weave-in at Spencer Penn Centre; 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Registration fee of 
$18 includes breakfast, snacks and 
lunch. There are morning and af-
ternoon selections as well as all 
day baskets. Kits will be purchased 
from each instructor. No experience 
is necessary. Call 957-5757 or 734-
2098 for more information.

• Philpott Lake 65th Anniversary Cel-
ebration beginning at 10 a.m. at the 
overlook. Games for children, tours 
of the dam, music, displays and 
more. Call 629-4512 for more infor-
mation.

• Wine by the River Wine Festival, 3-7 
p.m. at the Smith River Sports Com-
plex. Food and artisan vendors, win-
eries and music will be featured. Call 
638-5200 for more information. This 
is a benefit for the Matthew Wayne 
Wade Foundation, which promotes 
heart health.

• Hot Summer Nights Cruise-In at 
the Collinsville Shopping Center, 
4-8 p.m. Admission is free; vendors 
and food will be available. For more 
information, call 618-4677 or 618-
0034.

• Night catfishing at the Beaver Creek 
Reservoir, 6 p.m. to midnight. Cost 
is $10 per person per date and the 
prize will be a 50/50 cash payout for 
the largest fish. For more informa-
tion, call 252-7680.

• "Rhythms by the River" will be 
held at the Bassett Historical Cen-
ter, 6:30-9 p.m. This outdoor pro-

gram, co-sponsored by GBAC and 
Bassett Historical Center, is free. 
Call 252-1657 for information. 

sundaY, sept. 23
• Mountain Bike Ride at Mountain 

Laurel Trails at 2 p.m. every Sunday. 
See the listing under Sept. 9 above for 
more information.

tuesdaY, sept. 25
• Genealogy 1-4, a series of classes on 

genealogical research will be held 
from 10 a.m. to noon at the Bassett 
Historical Center each Tuesday in 
September. See the Sept. 11 listing 
above for more information. 

• Zumba at the Spencer Penn Centre; 
6-7 p.m. See the Sept. 11 listing above 
for more information.

WednesdaY, sept. 26
• Homeowners & Renters: Protect Your-

self from Senior Scams will be deliv-
ered by the Martinsville City Building 
Inspections Department, offering tips 
on how to avoid home repair rip-offs 
and renters’ rights. Noon to 1 p.m. at 
the New College Institute, 191 Fay-
ette St. Call 403-5610 for more infor-
mation.

• Henry County Bike Club variety ride. 
See the Sept. 12 listing above for more 
information.

• Chair aerobics and aerobic exercise 
classes at Spencer Penn Centre. See 
the Sept. 13 listings above for more 
information.

tHursdaY, sept. 27
• Yoga in the Galleries at Piedmont 

Arts, 215 Starling Ave., taught by 
Piedmont Arts education Coordina-
tor Becki Williams Vasquez. Open 
to all levels of yoga practitioners; 
bring a mat. Free for members, $10 
for non-members; 9-10 a.m. Call 
632-3221 for more information. 

fridaY, sept. 28
• Kat Wright at Pop’s Farm, 675 Hob-

son Road, Martinsville, presented 
by Sovah Health; 8 p.m. Tickets: $12 
in advance, $15 at the gate or $10 at 
the gate with a valid college ID. 2018 
ART Season Passes will be accepted. 
Wright performed at Rooster Walk 10. 
Lawn chairs, blankets and coolers are 
welcome. No outside alcohol. A food 
truck will be on-site, plus beer, wine 
and water for sale. Tent and RV camp-
ing available for the night of the show. 

• Ride ’N Dine on the Dick & Willie 
Trail. See the Sept. 7 listing above for 
more information.

saturdaY, sept. 29
• ValleyStar Credit Union 300 NAS-

CAR Late Model Series race at the 
Martinsville Speedway. For more 
information, see www.Martinsvil-
leSpeedway.com or call 888-722-3849 
or 956-7200.

• essential Survival Skills — Fire, at 
The Sustainable Homestead Insti-
tute, 190 eastridge Road, Ridgeway. 
This one-day class is a download of 
how to build a fire. Registration be-
gins at 8 a.m.; classes begin at 9 a.m. 
and end around 5 p.m. Fee: $95. Call 
226-9104 for more information.

• Sewing classes at Spencer Penn Cen-
tre, taught by Vicki Wasoski, 9-11 
a.m.. Fee $10 for members and $15 
for nom-members. No experience 
needed; machines and supplies to 
make a tote are included; bring scis-
sors. Call 957-5757 or 734-2098 for 
more information.

• Virginia Fusion Ultimate Tourna-
ment at the Smith River Sports 
Complex, featuring 19 USA Ultimate 
members; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free to 
spectators. A free skills clinic will be 
held after the games. Call 638-5200 
for more information.

• Bluejeans and Bling at the Martins-
ville-Henry County Heritage Cen-
ter & Museum (formerly the Henry 
County Courthouse) in Martinsville, 
featuring food, spirits and music from 
6:30-9:30 p.m. Jewelry created for the 
event will be raffled. Tickets are $40 
per person or $45 at the door. For 
more information, call 403-5361.

• Sunday, Sept. 30
• essential Survival Skills — Food, at 

The Sustainable Homestead Insti-
tute, 190 eastridge Road, Ridgeway. 
This class will explore plants, trap-
ping animals and more. A rabbit stew 
dinner will be provided. Bring lunch, 
water bottle and enough clothing to 
spend the day outdoors. Registration 
begins at 8 a.m.; classes begin at 9 
a.m. and end around 5 p.m. Fee: $95. 
Call 226-9104 for more information.

• Barn quilt class at Spencer Penn 
Centre, taught by Lauren Byron and 
Mitzi Britt, for beginning or experi-
enced quilters. Students must pre-
register with Spencer-Penn and pay 
upon signing up for this class. They 
may choose from several quilt op-
tions. All supplies will be provided. 
each student will choose a design and 
the size for their barn quilt and send 
it to the instructors who will then put 
the design on the board and prepare 
it for painting. Call 957-5757 to reg-
ister, get fees and more information.

• Mountain Bike Ride at Mountain 
Laurel Trails at 2 p.m. every Sunday. 
See the listing under Sept. 9 above for 
more information.

http://www.martinsvil/
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Miles in Martins-
ville, under the aus-
pices of the Martins-
ville-Henry County 
Family YMCA, will 
kick off its fall race 
season Sept. 21.      The 
Harvest Moon 10K 
& 5K will be run on 
Friday, September 
21, starting at 7p.m.   
    Participants may pick 
up their packets with 
race bibs from noon to 

4 p.m. at the YMCA, 
3 Starling Ave., and 
from 5 to 6:45 p.m. at 
the gazebo on Depot 
Street near the inter-
section of Franklin 
and Depot streets.   
    Race day registra-
tion also is available 
at these times. Run-
ners are encouraged 
to register online at 
www.milesinmartins-
ville.com.

The races start and 
finish at the gazebo. 
Runners will follow 
the Uptown Connec-
tion Trail to the Dick 
& Willie Passage 
Trail. They then run 
along the Dick & Wil-
lie Passage to a turn-
around point before 
returning to the fin-
ish. A course map with 
details can be found 
at: www.milesinmar-

tinsville.com/races/
harvest-moon.

This event is known 
for its fun, family at-
mosphere, often with 
children carrying light 
sticks and runners 
wearing headlamps. 
The races will be fol-
lowed with snacks, craft 
brews from Mountain 
Valley Brewing and 
dancing to the music of 
local performers.

This annual event 
is expected to attract 
a substantial crowd of 
runners and fans, ac-
cording to a press re-
lease.

Miles in Martins-
ville conducts eight 
races throughout the 
year, supported by 
numerous community 
sponsors. Title spon-
sors for the series in-
clude Friedrichs Fam-

ily eye Care Center, 
the Tourism Division 
of Henry County/Mar-
tinsville economic 
Development Corp. 
and SOVAH Health 
of Martinsville.   
    Full details on the 
Harvest Moon 10K & 
5K and other Miles in 
Martinsville events 
can be found at www.
milesinmartinsville.
com

Miles in Martinsville fall season set to begin 

These are scenes from previous races in the Miles in Martinsville series. The 2018 fall season of races will begin Sept. 21.

DANBURY, N.C. – 
The sound of marching 
bands, dance groups 
and bluegrass music, 
the smell of kettle corn, 
hot dogs and barbecue, 
and the view of a moun-
tain river through leaves 
beginning to change into 
their fall colors are all 
evidence that it’s time 
for the Stokes Stomp 
Festival on the Dan.  
    The festive al will be 
held Saturday and Sun-
day, Sept. 8-9, at Mora-
tock Park in Danbury.    
    Held on the banks 
of the Dan River, the 
44th Stokes Stomp will 
showcase traditional 
and Americana music 
groups, visual arts and 
craft demonstrations, 
river activities, dance 
troupes, children’s ac-
tivities, rock climb-
ing wall, visual and 
performing arts, food 

trucks and vendors.    
    Music and dance art-
ists will be featured in 
the Main Stage area 
and include The Allen 
Boys, Laurelyn Dossett, 
Ric Robertson Band, 
Hot Trail Mix, Molly 
McGinn and Wurlitzer 
Prize, Brown Mountain 
Lightning Bugs, None 
of the Above, Hunter 
Simpkins, the North, 
South and West Stokes 
Marching Bands,  Miss 
Joyce’s Dance, Yeehaw 
Ramblers, Dancing 
Daughters, The Amaz-
ing Varietones, CC 
Dance Company and the 
Old Dominion Cloggers.   
    Children’s activities 
will include supervised 
kayak and tube floats 
on the Dan River by the 
Dan River Company 
and the Triad Paddlers 
Association, a free-
standing 24-foot climb-

ing wall, the Young 
Artist Tent and the 
Next Generation Stage 
with performances 
that will include One 
Fret Over, Miss Joyce’s 
Dance, Hunter Simp-
kins, The Amazing 
Varietones, Old Do-
minion Cloggers, Hot 
Trail Mix, CC Dance, 
Django Burgess and 
an open mic from 11 
a.m. to noon Saturday. 
     The North Carolina 
WoodWorker Outreach 
Program also will offer 
free woodworking ac-
tivities in the children’s 
area over the weekend. 
    Saturday will fea-
ture a free hands-on 
arts demonstration us-
ing image transfer pro-
cesses to create mixed 
media pieces from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. hosted 
by The Lilies Project.   
    The Dan River Duck 

Race will take place 
at 4 p.m. Sunday. The 
winner will receive the 
Rubber Ducky Trophy 
and a $50 gift card to 
the Arts Place Market.  
    This year’s Food Court 
will feature new food 
trucks such as Sliders 
and Goodtimes Bar B 
Cue and vendors offer-
ing Greek fare alongside 
longtime favorites Festi-
val of India, Dewey’s Ice 
Cream, Sidewalk Café 
and Smitty’s. A large 
selection of home baked 
goods will be available. 
    The festivities will 
begin at 10 a.m. on Sat-
urday with Danbury’s 
annual Stokes Stomp Pa-
rade. This year’s theme 
is “Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors, Together 
Making A Difference.”  
    YVeDDI will once 
again provide a shuttle 
service from the Stokes 

County Government 
Center parking lot to 
the Stokes Stomp from 
11a.m. until 7 p.m. Sat-
urday and from 11 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. Sunday. All 
riders may stop at The 
Arts Place of Stokes 
along the way and reg-
ister to win one of two 
$25 gift cards to be given 
away during the festival. 
    The Stokes Stomp 
Festival on the Dan is 
organized each year by 
the Stokes County Arts 
Council. Admission and 
parking are free due to 
sponsorship support by 
the Reynolds American 
Foundation, Duke en-
ergy Foundation, Pepsi 
Bottling Ventures, Riv-
erstreet Networks, First 
National Bank, Deuter-
man Law Group, ed-
ward Jones of Walnut 
Cove, NC Arts Council, 
Town of Danbury, Gen-

eral Dan Tubing, Art-
ists Way Creations, 
Priddy’s General 
Store, Burroughs Fu-
neral Home, Dan River 
Company, Industrial 
Fire & Safety, Sam’s 
Pizza, Tar Heel Pad-
dlers Association  and 
Stokes County eco-
nomic Development.   
    Safety, parking, 
medical, and mainte-
nance support for the 
festival will be provided 
by the Danbury Volun-
teer Fire Department, 
Stokes Public Works, 
Stokes County Dis-
trict Resource Center, 
Stokes County Sher-
iff’s Department and 
Stokes County emer-
gency Medical Services.   
    For more information 
on the festival, includ-
ing the complete enter-
tainment lineup, visit 
stokesarts.org.  

annual stokes stomp festival on the dan slated sept. 8-9  

Carter Bank & 
Trust recently cel-
ebrated the opening 
of its new Customer 
Contact Center in 
Martinsville. This cen-
ter is one of the bank’s 
several strategies de-
signed to enhance cus-
tomer service.

Staffed with 10 cus-
tomer contact special-
ists, the center will 
receive all inbound 
general banking and 
account-specific ques-
tions from custom-

ers across the bank’s 
106 branch locations 
in Virginia and North 
Carolina. 

The bank receives 
on average 1,200 
daily calls, Monday 
through Friday.

On the weekend of 
Nov. 9, Carter Bank 
will be converting to 
a more state-of- the-
art core operating 
system.  This will 
position the bank to 
offer more products 
and services, includ-

ing online and mobile 
banking. The roll out 
of these new offerings 
is planned for the first 
quarter of 2019. 

According to CeO 
Litz Van Dyke, hav-
ing the center opened 
before this conversion 
will enable the bank to 
be more responsive to 
customer inquiries.

“Customers will 
want to know what is 
happening and how 
this conversion will 
affect them. We now 

have an enhanced de-
livery channel staffed 
with highly trained 
and knowledgeable 
associates  who are 
prepared to answer in-
quires and resolve any 
customer issues quick-
ly,” Van Dyke said.

President and Chief 
Banking Officer Phyl-
lis Karavatakis agreed.

“Upgrading technol-
ogy requires customers 
to take specific steps 
online. Since the ma-
jority of our customer 

base is unaccustomed 
to online products and 
services, we thought it 
was imperative that 
we had knowledge-
able, patient voices 
guiding them through 
the process,” Karav-
atakis added.

“While our branch 
employees are the face 
of Carter Bank, the 
center will become our 
voice,” she said.

Chairman of the 
Board of Directors Jim 
Haskins, executive 

Vice President and 
Chief Administrative 
Officer Jane Ann Da-
vis and Vice President 
and Center Manager 
Veronica Bocock spoke 
during the celebration.

Headquartered in 
Martinsville, Va., 
Carter Bank & Trust 
is a state-chartered 
community bank in 
Virginia with 106 
branches and more 
than 1,000 employ-
ees in Virginia and 
North Carolina. 

Carter Bank & Trust’s Customer Contact Center recently opened  in Martinsville. Pictured are (left to right): Contact Center specialists Shaquetta Graham, Casey Thompson, Tyler 
Brooks, Sierra Law and Cynthia Hughes; Vice President and Center Manager Veronica Bocock; Executive Vice President and Chief Administrative Officer Jane Ann Davis; Board 
Chairman Jim Haskins; CEO Litz Van Dyke; President and Chief Banking Officer Phyllis Karavatakis; Contact Center team leads Jessica Gunnell, Takara Norman and Danielle Spencer; 
and Contact Center specialists Regina Harris and Stacey McNeely. (Contributed photo)

Carter Bank & trust’s Customer Contact Center opens in Martinsville

up on the day of the 
cruise-in. each one is 
given a ticket, and 18 
local merchants spon-
sor three $100 door 
prizes that are award-
ed to ticket holders. 
    Cruise-in fans “start 
coming in at noon to 
get a good spot in the 
shade” even though the 
event does not begin 
until 4 p.m., Stone said. 
    While a majority of 

the people attending 
the cruise-ins are from 
Henry, Patrick, Frank-
lin and Pittsylvania 
counties, Stone said 
they also draw people 
from Mount Airy and 
other locations. A fami-
ly from Beckley, W.Va., 
attended each cruise-
in in the first season 
of cruise-ins, he added. 
    The events have 
drawn Facebook in-

quiries from as far as 
Maryland, and a New 
York resident brought 
a 1937 Ford to the 
second cruise-in this 
season, Stone said. 
    The cruise-ins, 
now in their third 
year, have been held 
monthly since May. 
Their season will end 
Oct. 20 with music 
by the band Sunset 
Drive from Stuart, 

which performed with 
singer Percy Sledge 
when he appeared 
locally, Stone said. 
    While attendance at 
the cruise-ins hinges 
on the weather, themes 
for each event were 
added this year in an 
effort to attract more 
people, Stone said. 
Themes earlier this 
season have included 
beer, wine and moon-

shine tasting and flo-
tilla, in addition to 
the upcoming Race 
Day and Live Band. 
    The cruise-ins are 
organized by a com-
mittee of about 12 
people and chaired 
by Allen Alderman, 
and nearly 20 volun-
teers help on “game 
day,” Stone said. 
    After the season 
ends, organizers will 

meet to determine 
if they “still have 
the energy to do it” 
in the future, Stone 
said, adding that he 
does not anticipate 
any changes being 
made in the future. 
    The Bassett Hwy 57 
Cruise-In is a GBAC 
event presented by 
Bassett Funeral Ser-
vice along with other 
area merchants.

Cruise-In
(cont. from page 1B)

http://www.milesinmartins/
http://www.milesinmar/
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we are 
      hiring:

Applications Development Scientist

Multicraft Maintenance Position

 Full job descriptions:  jobs.eastman.com 

Applications Research Scientist
Manufacturing Operations

Process Engineer 
Production Scheduler

Operations Team Manager

Attention Denture Wearers!

Now Accepting New Patients!

Don’t miss a smile!

Full Set of Dentures or Partials

Now Only $790

George A. Stermer Jr., D.D.S.

Dr. Stermer & Dr. Allaman
General Dentistry

• Adults & Children Welcome
• Most Emergencies Seen Same Day

• Same Day Custom Denture & Partials
• Simple & Surgical Extractions Done on Site

What are you waiting for?

Call Today To Schedule
Your Appointment

(276) 638-3265
5 Dudley Street,

Martinsville, VA  24112
(Medicare & Medicaid Not Accepted)

If you’ve lost your smile,
we can help you get it back...
FAST, EASY & GORGEOUS!

Affordable • Extractions Done Onsite
We Accept Wells Fargo and CareCredit

Call Today
(276) 632-1565

5 Dudley Street, Martinsville, Virginia

DENTISTS Denture Express, LLC


